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COMMISSION APPOINTING LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CHARLES NASSAU 
MARTIN, RE., A COMMISSIONER. 



VICTORIA REG. 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, to Our Trusty and Well-beloved Charles 
Nassau Martin, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel in Our Corps of Engineers, and now in 
charge of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, Greeting : Whereas We did by Warrant 

under Our Sign Manual, bearing date the Twenty-second day of January, in the 
Forty-first Year of Our Reign, authorize and appoint Our Right Trusty and Well- 
beloved Councillor, George Augustus Chichester Mat, Lord Chief Justice in Ireland, 
together with the several gentlemen therein named, to be Our Commissioners to inquire 
into the operation of the system of Registration of Deeds, Conveyances, and Wills, in 
Ireland, and into the several other matters and things in Our said Commission men- 
tioned, with powers, and subject to the provisions, and in the manner therein fully 
set forth. 

And Whereas We did deem it expedient to associate with Our said Commissioners 
in the execution of the said Commission one possessing special knowledge and 
experience of and concerning the Ordnance Survey of Ireland, and for that purpose did 
by Warrant under Our Sign Manual, bearing date the First day of March, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-eight, authorize and appoint Our Trusty and 
Well-beloved Charles William Wilson, Esquire, Companion of Our Most Honorable* 
Order of the Bath, Major in Our Corps of Engineers, to be associated with and to be 
one of Our said Commissioners. 

And Whereas the said Charles William Wilson has resigned the said office of 
Commissioner. 

Now know Ye that We, reposing great Trust and Confidence in your Zeal, Dis- 
cretion, and Integrity, have authorized and appointed, and by these presents do 
authorize and appoint yon, the said Charles Nassau Martin, to be associated with 
and to be one of Our said Commissioners to inquire into all and eyery the said matters 
in Our said Commission set forth ; and it is Our Will and Pleasure that you shall have 
and exercise all the same and the like powers, and shall do all the same and the like 
acts, and generally shali stand and be in the same position, to all intents and purposes, 
as if you had been named and included in Our said Commission, bearing date the 
Twenty-second day of January, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-eight, as 
one of the Commissioners originally named therein. 



Given at Our Court at Saint James’s, the 9th day of January, 1S80, 
in the Forty-third Year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

Richd. Assheton Cross. 
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COMMISSION FURTHER EXTENDING THE DURATION OF THE 
COMMISSION. 



VICTORIA REG. 

VICTORIA, by the Grace of Gotl of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., to Our right Trusty and Well-beloved 
Councillor, George Augustus Chichester May, Lord Chief Justice in Ireland; Our 
right Trusty and Well-beloved Councillor, Christopher Palles, Lord Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer in Ireland ; Our right Trusty and Well-beloved Councillor, Hedges 
Eyre Chatterton, Vice-Chancellor in Ireland ; Our right Trusty and Well-beloved 
Councillor, Stephen Woulfh Flanagan, one of the Land Judges of the Chancery 
Division of Our High Court of Justice in Ireland ; Our right Trusty and Well-beloved 
Councillor, Henry Ormsbt, one of the Land Judges of Our High Court of Justice in 
Ireland ; Our right Trusty and Well-beloved Councillor, Mount t port Longfield ; Our 
Trusty and Well-beloved Frederick William Walsh, one of the Judges of Our Court 
of Bankruptcy in Ireland; Our Trusty and Well-beloved Joseph Faviere Elrington, 
one of Our Counsel learned in the Law in Ireland; Our Trusty and Well-beloved 
Charles Henry Mkldon, one of Our Counsel learned in the Law of Ireland ; Our 
Trusty and Well-beloved Charles Nassau Martin, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel in Our 
Corps of Engineers, and now in charge of the Ordnance Survey of Ireland ; Our Trusty 
and Well-beloved William Findlater, Esquire, President of the Incorporated Society 
of Solicitors in Ireland ; Our Trusty aud Well-beloved Charles Owen 0’ Conor, 
Esquire (commonly called The O’Conor Don) ; Our Trusty and Well-beloved Dodgson 
Hamilton Madden, Esquire ; and Our Trusty and Well-beloved Richard Owen Arm- 
strong, Esquire, Greeting : 

Whereas We did by Warrants under Our Royal Sign manual bearing date respec- 
tively the Twenty-second day of J anuary, One Thousand Eight Hundred aud Seventy- 
eight, in the Forty-first Year of Our Reign, and the Ninth day of January, One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty, in the Forty-third Year of Our Reign, authorize 
and appoint you, or any six or more of you, to be Our Commissioners to inquire into 
the law relating to the registration of Deeds and Assurances in Ireland : 

And Whereas We did by our said Commission, bearing date the Twenty-second day 
of January, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-eight, declare Our will and 
pleasure to be that you, Our said Commissioners, or any six or more of you, should 
report to Us in writing under your hands and seals within the space of twelve months 
from the date of Our said Commission, or sooner if the same could be reasonably done, 
and also from time to time if occasion should in your judgment so require, your several 
proceedings by virtue of Our said Commission, together with your opinions touching 
and concerning the several matters thereby referred for your consideration : 

And Whereas We were pleased by Warrants under Our Royal Sign manual, bearing 
date respectively the Eighteenth day of January, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Seventy-nine, in the Forty-second Year of Our Reigu, aud the Twenty-first day of 
November, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine, in the Forty-third Year of 
Our Reign, to extend the duration of Our said Commission until the Thirty-first day of 
March, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty : 

And Whereas it has been humbly represented unto Us that it would be expedient 
to further extend the period in which you, Our said Commissioners, were therein 
required to report unto Us. 

Now Know Ye that We have extended and do by these presents extend the duration 
of Our said Commission until the Thirty-first day of October, One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Eighty, for the purpose of enabling .you, Our said Commissioners, to 
complete ihi inquiries thereby required to be made. 

And Our further Will and Pleasure is that upon due examination of the premises 
therein mentioned you do, before the said Thirty-first day of October, One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eighty, report to Us under the hands and seals of you, or of any 
six or more of you, what you shall have done in the premises. 

Given at Our Court at Saint James’s the Twenty-fourth day of 
March, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty, in the 
Forty-third Year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

Richard Assheton Cross. 
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MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSIONERS. 



(56.) Gth November, 1879. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Vici-ChaneeUor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., q.c., ll.d. 



G. H. Meldon, esq., q.c., m.p. 
W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(57») 10th November, 1879. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.c., ll.d. 



C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.c., m.p. 
W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(58.) 13th November, 1S79. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The. Lord Chief Baron. I C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.c., m.p. 

Judge Ormsby. L. H. Madden, esq. 

Judge Walsh. | R- 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(59.) 17th November, 1879.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Lord Chief Baron. 
Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., m.p. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 



The Secretary. 



(60.) 20th November, 1879.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Lord Chief Baron 
Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

I W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. O. Armstrong, esq. 



The Secretary. 
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(61 ) 24th November, 1879. — At the Eoard-rooin. 



Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman, 



The Lord Chief Justice. 
Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

M. Longfield, esq., ll.d. 



C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.c., m.p. 
W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 



The Secretary. 



(62.) 1st December, 1879. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 
Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.O., M.P. 



W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(63 ) 8th December, 1879. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chau man. 

J udge Ormsby. I D. H. Madden, esq. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., q.c., m.p. | R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

W. Findlater, esq. 

The Secretary. 



( 3<? .) 15th December, 1879. — At the Bor rd -room. 
Present : 



Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Ellington, esq., Q.C., ll.d. 
C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.c., m.p. 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. O. Armstrong, esq. 



The Secretary. 



(65.) 18th December, 1S79. — At the Board-room, 
Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 



J udge Ormsby. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., q.c., ll.d. 
C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.P. 



R 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary 



(36.) 22nd December, 1879.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Ellington, esq., Q.c., ll.d. 



C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., m.p. 
W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 



The Secretary. 
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is 

(6T-j "9th January, 1880. — At the Dublin Steam Printing Company’s Office, 9±, Middle Abbey-street. 
Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justice. I The O'Conor Don, M.P. 

The Lord Chief Baron. D. H. Madden, esq. 

W. Fin<llater, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(68.) 12th January, 18S0. — At the Board-room. 



Prescut : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 
The Lord Chief Baron. 
Judge Orinsby. 

Judge Walsh. 



W. Find later, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(69.) loth January, 1SS0. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Baron. I W. Findlater, esq. 

Judge Walsh. D. H. Madden, esq. 

C. K Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.P. | B. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(70 ) 19th January, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justice. I W. Findlater, esq. 

Judge Oimsby. D. H. Madden, esq. 

Judge Walsh. I B. 0. Armstrong. 

The Secretary. 



(71.) 22nd January, 1880.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Baron. 
Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.P. 



W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary 



(72-) 26th January, 1880.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 



The Lord Chief Baron. 
Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Ar mstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



b 
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(73.) 29th January, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Baron. I G H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., 1LP. 



Judge Ormsby. 
Judge Walsh. 



W. Findlater, esq. 

Tlie Secretary. 



(74) 2nd Febraary, 1880. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 
Judge Ormsby. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., ll.d. 
C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.P. 



W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(75.) nth February, 1SS0. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

The Secretary. 



Judge Ormsby. 
Judge Walsh. 



(76.) S)th February, 1880. — At tho Board-room. 

P resent : 

Tho Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

J. F. Elrington, esa., Q.C., LL.D. I D. H. Madden, esq. 

W. Findlater, esq. ' | R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

Tire Secretary. 



(77-) 12th Februaiy, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Ormsby. I W. Findlater, esq. 

Judge Walsh. D. H. Madden, esq. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., LL.D. | R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(78-) 16th February, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justice. I Judge Walsh. 

The Secretary. 



(79-) 19th February, 1880. — At tbe Board-room. 



Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., LL.D. 
C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.P. 



D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

Lieut. -Colonel Martin, R.E.* 

The Secretary. 



.-Colonel Martin was appointed a Commissioner by Her Majesty’s Warrant of the Oth day of January, 
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(80.) 23rd February, 1880. — At the Board-room. 
Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 
The Lord Chief J ustice. 

Judge Ormsby. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., LL.D. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.p. 



W. Findlater, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq. 

R. O. Armstrong, esq. 
Lieut-Coloncl Martin, E.E. 

The Secretary. 



(81 ) 2Gth February, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Walsh. I D. H. Madden, esq. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., ll.d. R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., m.p. Lieut-Colonel Martin, R.E. 

W. Findlater, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(82 ) 1st March, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present. : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., ll.d. I D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C.* 

W. Findlater, esq. R. O.- Armstrong, esq. 

The O’Conor Don, M.P. | Lieut-Colonel Mar-tin, R.E. 

The Secretary. 

* Mr Madden was appointed one of Her Majesty's Counsel since the last meeting. 



(83-) 4th March, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Walsh. I The O’Conor Don, m.p. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., M.P. D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

W. Findlater, esq. I Lieut-Colonel Martin, r.e. 

The Secretary. 



(84-) 8th March, 1880. — At the Board-room. 



Present: 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Baron. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.O., LL.D. 
W. Findlater, esq. 



D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C, 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 
Lieut-Colonel Martin, R.E. 

The Secretary. 



(85.) 11th March, 1880.— At the Board-room. 
Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice, 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

J udge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., IA.D. 



The O’Conor Don, M.P. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C. 
Lieut-Colonel Martin, B.E. 

The Secretary. 
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(86.) 15th March, 18S0. — At the Board-room. 
Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Baron. 

Judge Walsh. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., LL.D. 
The O’Conor Don, M.P. 



D. H. Madden, esq., q.c. 

R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 
Lieut.- Colonel Martin, r.e. 

The Secretary. 



(87.) 18th March, 1S80. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justice. I R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., LL.D. Lieuh-Colonel Martin, rb. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C. 

The Secretary. 



(88.) 22nd March, 1880. — -At tho Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. I Lieut.-Colonol Martin, B.E. 

R. O. Armstrong, esq. 

The Seerotary. 



(39.) 12th April, 1S80. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justic?. I R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

Judge Ormsby. Lieut.-ColonelJtfartin, B.E. 

W. Findlater, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(90.) 19th April, 1S80. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

Judge Ormsby, Chairman. 

Judge Walsh. I R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

W. Findlater, esq., M.P.* Lieut.-Colonel Martin, B-E. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

The Secretary 

* Mr. Fin Hater was elected n Member of Parliament since the last meeting. 



(91.) 22nd April, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present: 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justice. I D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

Judge Walsh. I R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 
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(92-) 26tli April, 1880. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 
The Lord Chief Justice. i 

The Lord Chief Baron. 

Judge Ormsby. 



D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

R. O. Armstrong, esq. 
Lieut.-Colonel Martin, r.e. 



The Secretary. 



(93.) 3rd May, 1XS0. — At the Board-room. 
Present : 



The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

The Lord Chief Justice. I D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

Judge Ormsby. R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

Judge Walsh. | Lieut.-Colonel Martin, R.E. 



The Secretary. 



(94 ) 10th May, 1S80. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 
The Lord Chief Justice. 



The Lord Chief Baron. 
Judge Ormsby. 



R. O. Armstrong, esq. 
Lieut-Colonel Martin, R.E. 



The Secretary. 



(95.) 7th June, 18S0. — At the Board-room. 



Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 



The Lord Chief Justice. 
Judge Ormsby. 



D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C. 
R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 



The Secretary. 



(96.) 14th June, 1880.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Ormsby. I K - °- Armstamg. esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C. 



The Secretary. 



(97.) 28th June, 1S80.— At the Board-room. 



Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

T , ~ , I D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

R. O. Armstrong, esq. 

Judge Walsh. 

C. H. Meldon, esq., Q.C., m.p. I The Secretary . 
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MEETINGS OF COMMISSIONERS. 



(98 ) 5th July, 1S80. — At the Board-room. 

' Present: 

Judge Ormsby, Chairman. 

Judge Walsh. I The O’Conor Don. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.C., ll.d. | R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(99.) 12th July, 1S80. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Ormsby. I C. H. Mcldon, esq., q.c., m.p. 

Judge Walsh. D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., q.c., ll.t>. | R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The Secretary. 



(100*) 19th July, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present. : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Ormsby. I D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c: 

Judge Walsh. R. O. Armstrong, esq. 

J. F. Elrington, esq., Q.c., LL.D. Lieut.-Colonel Martin, r.e 

The O’Conor Don. 

The Secretary. 



(101.) 26th July, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Ormsby. I R. 0. Armstrong, esq. 

The O’Conor Don. Lieut-Colonel Martin, ms. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.C. 

The Secretary. 



(102.) 2nd August, 1 880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

J udge Onnsby. 1 R, 0. Armstrong, esq. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. | Lieut.-Colonel Martin, r.e. 

The Secretary 



(103.) 9th August, 1880. — At the Board-room. 

Present : 

The Vice-Chancellor, Chairman. 

Judge Walsh. I Lieut.-Colonel Martin, R.E. 

D. H. Madden, esq., Q.c. 

The Secretary. 
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REGISTRY OE DEEDS COMMISSION. 



SECOND BEPOBT. 



TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The portions of tlie inquiries entrusted to us by your Majesty’s Commissions upon Iu 
which we were unable to certify to your Majesty when presenting our former Report, comjKl 
consist of those which we were authorized and directed to make into the present con- in. 
dition and official organization of the Registry of Deeds, Conveyances, and Wills in 
Ireland, and of the Office for Registering Judgments, Crown Bonds, and Recognizances, 
find also of the Office for the Record of Title in Ireland, and whether the said offices or some 
of them might not be consolidated so that there should be one office in which all searches 
for acts affecting lands, or for recorded title to lands should be made, and generally 
whether with a view to greater economy and efficiency any and what improvements 
ought to be made in the organization and system of the aforesaid offices respectively. 

We have since then completed our inquiries into these several matters, and we be^ 
leave to present to } r our Majesty this our further Report of the result of these inquiries’, 
and to submit our recommendations in respect of them. 

Organization of the Registy of Deeds Office — Printing — Forms of Books — 

Numerical Registration. 

To enable us to arrive at a conclusion whether any and what changes ought 
to he made in the organization of the Registry of Deeds Office, we deemed it necessaiy 
to consider the effect which the changes recommended by us in our former Report, if 
carried out, would have upon the official organization of the office. With this view we 
had to consider further the subject of making use of printing for the construction of the 
Abstract Books and current Indexes, as well as of the Day Book and the Consolidated 
Indexes which wc have already recommended to he printed. This led us into an inquiry as Criming in 
to the feasibility of printing into bound books, a process which would be necessary for hooks. ' 
tbe construction in print of the current Indexes, though not for that of the Abstract 
Books, Day Books, or Consolidated Indexes. We were solicited by Mr. Thomas A. 

Dillon (a gentleman mentioned in our former Report, who has devoted much time and 
attention to mechanical appliances for the improvement of the process of registration), Mr. Dillou’s 
to permit a trial to he made for this purpose of a printing press constructed by Ere**, 
him, and which trial he offered to have made in our presence at the printing office of 
the Dublin Steam Printing Company. We caused Mr. Dillon to be supplied with 
materials for the construction of the hooks he required, and we procured from the 
Registry Office copies of the Abstracts of instruments registered in • one day, represent- 
ing, as we were informed, an average day’s work in the office. A special meeting 
of the Commissioners was held at this printing office to witness Mr. Dillon’s experiments, Exj>eri- 
and some impressions were then made in books prepared by him ; and the manager ments vitli, 
of the Steam Printing Company, Mr. Bryers, a person of much intelligence and experience 
in the printing trade, was afterwards examined by us on this subject. These experiments 
showed that it would be practicable with a properly constructed printing press to print result of. 
impressions in bound books, but they did not afford the means of judging of the suitability 
of this process to the work of the Registration of Deeds Office. Only a very few of the 
Abstracts supplied to Mr. Dillon were so printed, and it was impossible to continue the 
experiments, as the printing press produced by him for the purpose (which was only a 
model of what he stated would be the working press) broke down while in use. We Office Books 
were afterwards supplied by the Steam Printing Company with specimens of an 
Abstract Book, an Index of Names, and an Index of Lands, made by our directions, 8 j oni ^ iru ”’ 
which were printed on sheets in the ordinary way from stereotype blocks, and 
afterwards put together in books, the first comprising the Abstracts representing the 
day’s work above mentioned. In these books the several columns were arranged Amnig*- 
at our suggestion in such order that after the Abstract Books, which would contain full ,nout of ' 
information, had been printed from the stereotype blocks, the columns, which would 
not be required for the Indexes, could be quickly and easily separated by sawing them 
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rnmge- 

u*nt, 



off from the blocks, leaving for printing into the Index Books the columns respectively 
required for each of them. Thus when a sufficient number of impressions of the Abstract 
Advantages had been taken, and when the columns not required for printing into the Indexes had 
»f this been removed, the remaining portion of the stereotype block could be used, without 
further comparison, for making the necessary entries in the Names and Lands Indexes. 
It is stated that memorials are at present entered on an average against three grantors 
in the Names Index, and five denominations in the Lands Tndex. Each of these entries 
is compared with the Abstract — a process which requires, consequently, on the average 
fifteen comparisons for each instrument. The delay so occasioned, and also the liability 
to error, would be obviated by printing the Indexes in the manner proposed. 

On the other hand, an entry in the Names or Lands Index seldom exceeds a single 
line, and (as stated in our former Report) these entries are in a more convenient form 
for the purposes of searching than the fuller enti'ies which would necessarily result from 
the adoption of the system of printing from the stereotype blocks exhibited to us. The 
Names Index is, at present, always completed within forty-eight hours after registration, 
and it remains to be proved whether it could be completed sooner by printing. 

The construction of the Lands Index would be greatly expedited by the changes we 
have recommended in our former Report of substituting for memorials Abstracts brought 
in by the parties — thus obviating the delay occasioned by the construction of the 
Abstracts in the Registry Office — and of the adoption of the Ordnance Survey 
Townlands denominations. * Until these have been tried, an opinion cannot be safely 
formed whether any further saving of time would be effected by the use of printing 
in the construction of the Indexes. Having regard to the experiments in printing in 
bound books above mentioned, and to the conflicting evidence on this subject given 
before us (which will be found in the Appendix), we have arrived at the conclusion that 
the process is deserving of a trial, but that we ought not to recommend the introduction 
of it without a trial, in substitution for a system which has worked so long and so 
satisfactorily. In order to test the practicability of the process of printing, and the 
relative advantages of the two systems, we think that they ought to be tried 
concurrently as applied to the actual daily work of the Office, and for a considerable 
time. 



iiml of 
having ab- 
stracts in- 
stead of 
memorials. 



A trial of 
printing 



Indexes re- 
••omiueiuled. 



Alistraet 
i i. .ok 



might lie 

printed 

aflvanta- 



The same considerations do not appear to apply to printing the Abstract Books. The 
entries in these books are made in chrouological order as the Instruments are brought 
in, and are at present written upon detached sheets, which are afterwards bound 
iuto books. We are satisfied upon the evidence that they could be printed in 
sheets from day to day by ordinary letterpress printing, and any number of 
copies required supplied on the day after the copies of the Abstracts were sent to 
the printer.' It is work that might with safety be intrusted to an authorized printer 
outside the Registry Office, for the original Abstracts need never leave the office, as copies 



. idtlu- office. cou ^ be made there for the printer’s use, and the impression afterwards checked by 

Clerks of the Registiy Office with the originals in their custody. The only delay that 



ami tln- 
,ul V:l lit:! 
of. 



Numerical 

Registra- 

tion. 



could arise would be in making the copies of the Abstracts in the Registry Office, but 
this would be obviated by requiring the Abstracts to be brought in in duplicate, one 
copy to be retained in the Office, and the other transmitted at once to the printer. 
The printed sheets of the Abstract Books could be temporarily put together, as they are 
now, until a sufficient number of pages was filled to constitute a volume, and then 
permanently bound. It would be sufficient to print one or two copies on parchment as 
permanent Records, and those for ordinary use might be on paper. We are of opinion 
that printing may be applied with much advantage to the construction of these nooks. 
It would not render necessary any staff of printers in the Office, and it would save much 
of the labour now required for the construction and the comparison and checking oi 
the Abstract Books, and would provide at a trifling expense any number of copies 
required for use, and also for supplying the place of any books damaged or worn out 
by use. We have approved of a form of 'Abstract Book to be used (whether those 
books are constructed by printing or manuscript), which will be found in the Appendix 
(P- 6 )- 

Our Secretary at a late period of our proceedings submitted to us a plan of 
registration comprising a Lands Index, in which the Ordnance Survey sheets on the 
six-inch scale (instead of the Ordnance Survey Townlauds) form the units of registra- 
tion. By this plan, instead of having a separate page or space in the Index for each 
townland (of which there are G3,000), one would be required only for each sheet (of 
which there are 1,907). He further proposes that for more easy reference the town- 
lands and parts of townlands on each sheet should be numbered on tbe sheet, and also 
that authorized lists of the townlands on each sheet, with their respective numbers, 
should be published ; that every abstract brought in for registration (in addition to the 
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county) should state the number of the Ordnance Survey sheet in the couuty (within 
the area of which the lands dealt with are situated), and the numbers of the townlands 
on the sheets ; that the page or space in the Index allotted to each sheet should be in 
the same numerical order as the Survey sheets ; and that each instrument dealino- with 
land should be entered in the Index in chronological order upon the page oi^space 
therein allotted to the sheet or sheets respectively within the area of which the lands 
are situated ; and that in such entry the lands should be described by their numbers, 
instead of by the names of the townlands. This plan, with specimens' of the proposed 
Indexes and other necessary forms, and a concise statement of its principal points, will 
be found in the Appendix to our Report (pp. 24-35). It would work in with the general 
system proposed by us in our former Report, of which it would be a further develop- Too late for 
ment, but from the late period at which it came before us we have been unable to give considera- 
it sufficient consideration to express a further opinion upon it. ” tion. 



Photozincography axd Photography. 



With the view of obviating the objection to the comparison in the office of the copies (i) Use of 
of instruments with the originals, noticed by us in our former Report, we have inquired ’"■odd re- 
into the practicability of applying some process, other than manuscript, to the copying ducecom- 
of instruments brought in for registration. We have had a report from the Registrar cie™°for nd 
( Ap ., p. 123) that it would occupy the time of twelve clerkstomakethoseeomparisons, which 
would render necessary the employment of so many additional clerks. It occurred to us 
that if the making of such copies could be effected by photo-zincography or photography in 
the Registry Office, the duty of bringing in copies might be dispensed with, and the neces- 
sity of comparison in the office obviated. We ascertained that the process of printing by 
photo-zincography is used at Southampton by the Ordnance Survey Department, ant? we 
applied to Colonel Cooke, R.K, the Director of that Department, for information upon Col. Cooke’s 
the subject (Ap., p. 130). He kindly furnished us with a full and valuable statement of the estimate of 
applicability of this process to the purpose,andof tbecostof copiesso prepared (Ap., p. 130), Staff 
and also furnished us with an estimate of the staff of persons which would be required 
to carry out this work in tho Registry Office, the cost of the wages, materials, and grapliy. 
plant necessary for the purpose, and of the space which would be required in the 
Office for carrying out the work there (Ap., p. 131). This estimate set down the cost 
at upwards of £15,000 per annum, an amount so great as to preclude us from recom- 
mending that this process should be carried out in the Registry Office, however otherwise 
desirable. Upon this subject we afterwards bad the advantage of the evidence of Captain Evidence 
Abney, RE., of the Science and Art Department, South Kensington (Ap., p. 115), who °f Capt. 
gave us evidence of different methods of photographic copying, which are cheaper than “ 10 
the process of photo-zincography. The first of those mentioned by him was reconi- Emphy. 
mended by him as far the cheapest, and as well suited to copying Instruments in the 
Registry of Deeds Office, but it is only applicable when Instruments are written on but 
one side of the paper or parchment. It would be inexpedient to impose a regulation 
that all Instruments intended for registration must be written on one side only and to 
refuse to register any others ; but it would be possible to charge a higher price for copying 
Instruments written on both sides, and this would confine those so written to a small 
number, and the higher charge would probably pay for the additional expense of 
copying them in some other way. It may be found practicable to put the Registry Suggestion 
Office in connexion with the Ordnance Survey Department for the performance in the employ 
latter of any photographic copying work required for the purposes of the former, and Sury( ^ ce 
so doing would probably produce a considerable reduction of expense in the Registry department. 
Office. 

If it should be found practicable to make use of some such process of copying, it (2) ‘Would 
would remove the objection to the bringing in of duplicates or copies on the ground ^j^tionto 
of addition to the staff of clerks and transcribers which would be rendered necessary duplicates, 
by the increased length of the documents to be transcribed as compared with the present 
memorials. It would not be expedient to dispense with such transcription, as, in 
that case, frequent access to the original duplicates or copies so brought in must 
take place in the ordinary course of business, and this would, even with every care, 
endanger their durability. If any effectual means could be adopted for shortening con- 
veyances these difficulties would be removed, or greatly diminished, and it could be 
prescribed that a duplicate of a conveyance should be lodged in the Registry Office, 
which would be preferable to a certified copy. If the objections on the ground of 
expense -are found too strong to permit our former recommendations on this subject 
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to be carried out, and if no cheaper method of having such transcripts made and 
(3) If not their correctness insured can be devised, we must only advise that instead of making it 
used, compulsory to deposit duplicates or certified copies in the Registry Office for the purpose ! 
deposit of 0 f registration, it shall be made optional to do so. We think that duplicates executed 
fiT te an<* used for this purpose should be free of the stamp-duty now payable on duplicate 

optional. deeds, the other parts being duly stamped. 



Changes, 
itc., since 
former 
Report. 



Vacancies 
filled under 
Council 
Order of 
Feb., 1676. 



Disadvan- 
tages of; 



for the 
system 
not suited 
to this 
Office. 



Official Staff of Registry of Deeds Office. 

The official staff of the Registry of Deeds Office, as it existed at the time of 
our former Report, was fully set forth in the return made to us by the Registrar of 
Deeds, No. 8, in the Appendix thereto (p. 124), to which we refer. Since then the first 
Assistant Registrar having resigned the second Assistant Registrar has been promoted 
to his place ; the Chief Clerk has been appointed second Assistant Registrar ; the 
Assistant Chief Clerk and Accountant has been made Chief Clerk; and the 
office of Assistant Chief Clerk and Accountant lias been abolished as arranged by a 
Treasury Minute of the 12th day of June, 1874. The vacancy then existing in the 
number of first class clerks has been filled up by a promotion from the second class, and 
the vacancy in the second class, thus created, by a promotion from the third class, 
which raised the number of vacancies iu that class to seven. These vacancies in 
the third class have been filled up, not in the ordinary way, but by the appointment 
under Your Majesty’s Orders in Council of the 12th February, 1876, of seven gentlemen 
from the lower division of the Civil Service, who have not become members of any of the 
classes previously existing in the office, but whose position is regulated altogether by 
the system established by those orders. There are, therefore, now in the office four 
classes of clerks beside the transcribers. We have been informed by the Registrar that 
it is contemplated by the Commissioners of Your Majesty’s Treasury to make all future 
appointments of clerks in this Department, according to the system established by the 
Orders in Council to which we have referred. The result would be to have but one class 
of clerks, all of the lower division, the maximum salary to which they could attain being 
£200 a year, and that only by triennial increments of £15, with the chance of 
obtaining in addition good service or duty pay not exceeding X LOO a year. This 
change would greatly reduce the salaries and advantages of the clerkships in this office, 
and would consequently lower the class of persons appointed, and in addition it would 
so greatly diminish the prospects of increased pay and of promotion that men of superior 
intelligence would after a few years become discontented with their position. They 
would have no sufficient inducements to remain in the Registry Office, the want of 
which must tend to lead them to seek advancement elsewhere, and thus to leave only the 
men of inferior ability and attainments in permanent service there. We are of 
opinion that this would affect the office very prejudicially, and would seriously tend to 
impair its efficiency. It is a Department which requires to be officered by a superior 
class of clerks, who should have eveiy fair inducement to make it their permanent 
employment, and to look to promotion in it as their only reward for long and efficient 
service. The entire landed property of Ireland is dependent upon this Department for 
the security of its titles, and the services to be performed in this respect are of high 
importance to all who have any dealings with land. It takes many years of continuous 
training to fit a clerk to discharge the higher duties of the Office. The new system 
is not, in our opinion, suited to an office like this, and we strongly recommend that 
the change now in progress be not persevered in. 

The alterations which we have recommended to be made in the present system of Regis- 
tration may cause some change in the number of the clerks required, but they tend to 
operate in opposite directions, and may neutralize each other in this respect. Conse- 
quently, until these alterations have been tried, it will be impossible to say what staff 
may be required, and we cannot, therefore, recommend any change in the number of clerks 
at present employed. If the present system of Registration continues we are of opinion 
that the present staff will be required for the proper working of the office, and if the 
increase of its business, which has lately taken place, should progress at the same rate, 
it will be necessary to add to the number of the clerks. 



Complaints of Staff Clerks — Holidays — Hours of Business. 

(1) Sloy We have had statements from the different classes of clerks employed in the office laid 
promotion, before us (Ap. pp. 1 1 9—20), and have also examined representatives of these classes, selecte 
by themselves. They all complain of the slowness of promotion in this office in coinpa- 
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rison with othei Departments of the Civil Service, and they attribute this slowness 
to the division of the clerks into three classes, and to the small number of first- Cause of. 
class clerks. The present staff of clerks consists of the Chief clerk, ten first-class Present 

clerks, fifteen second-class, and thirty third-class clerks, besides the seven lately Staff, 

appointed under the new system. The salary of clerks of the third-class commences at Salnrv of 
£90 a year, and increases by yearly increments of £'10 to £200. It thus takes eleven Third Class, 

years’ service, at the least, to attain the maximum. When that has been attained all 

further progress is stooped, unless promotion to the second class takes place, which may 
not, and probably will not, occur for several yearn. 

The salary of the second class commences at £210, and increases by like yearly incre- Salaries of 
inentsof£lO to £300. Then another stoppage takes place, unless promotion to the k 12001111 
first-class is attained. Supposing that no greater interval of time than a year existed Class ‘ 
between attaining the maximum salary of the third class and being advanced to the 
second class, it Avould take at the least twenty-one years’ service to attain £300 a year, 
the maximum salary of the second class. We are of opinion that a salary of £300 is not 
more than a clerk of that length of service is fairly entitled to, having regard to the 
general remuneration of Civil Servants, to the high class of duties these clerks have to 
perform, to the responsibility attached to the performance of them, and to the serious 
consequences to the public which might ensue from want of skill or want of care on 
the part of individual clerks. 

We have inquired into the necessity for the present classification, and find that there Pre s? n * 
is no distinction in the nature of the business performed by these different classes, 

Clerks of the third class, when found careful and intelligent, are put to discharge duties of 

the highest order', and are found engaged in the same duties as clerks of the second 

or even the first class. We have investigated the causes of this, and find it to be 

the unanimous opinion of all the officers and clerks whom we have examined that from 

the nature of the business, it cannot be pre-arranged, so as to assign to any class of ami why. 

clerks permanently the transaction of a particular portion of the work. In fact, 

to fit a clerk for being a really good officer, he must have practical knowledge 

and experience of all the different kinds of work. These observations do not 

apply to mere transcription, which is done by a different set of men, not staff clerks. 

The only use then of the division into three classes is that it may afford a check upon the 0u] y ' 1se uf - 
advancement of persons not entitled to promotion, and may enable promotion to be 
awarded to men of special merit. We do not attach much weight to these reasons as 
regards the division between the second and third classes, and we think that they are 
more than counterbalanced by the delay it causes in the increase of the pay of deserving 
officers and the discontent thereby produced. We therefore recommend that the Recom- 
present second and third classes he united as a second class, the salaries to commence as 
at present at £90, and to advance by yearly increments of £10 to £300, the present 
maximum of the second class. We are of opinion that the first class should continue as Third 
at present as to both number and salaries. Promotion to it should be on the ground of Classes, 
merit, and be made by selection from clerks of the second class of not less than 
twenty years’ service- We also recommend that appointments to the place of Chief 
Clerk should be made from clerks of the first class. As promotion to the first class 
would then become the sole reward of good service, and the great object of ambi- luei1 s " 
tion, the selection of men for it would naturally be watched with jealousy by the 
general body of the clerks, and should be specially guarded against all danger of favouri- 
tism. We think that the mode of selection for this class which would most command First Class'] 
confidence would be that all promotions to it should be made by the Commissioners of Clei-.vs, and 
your Majesty’s Treasury, on the recommendation of a Board of Officers, consisting of 
the Registrar, the Assistant- Registrars, and the Chief Clerk, stating the grounds of such 
recommendation. Appointments to the office of Chief Clerk should, we think, be (_;[ er i c j 10V . 
made by the Commissioners on a like report of the Registrar and Assistant-Regis- t(J ^ 
trars to whom, considering the importance and infrequency of such appointments, 
we recommend there should be added some official not connected with the offico 
to be nominated for the purpose by the Commissioners of your Majesty s Treasuiy. 

In making these recommendations, we do not mean to cast any imputation onthe 
way in which the Registrar has acted with respect to promotions in the office, 
or to express any want of confidence in his impartiality. We do not think it necessary 
to make any recommendation as to the mode of appointing clerks in the first instance, 
as we are of opinion that it should be regulated by the same rules as admission to 
other departments of the Civil Service of your Majesty. We think that the period of . 
probation of clerks newly appointed should be not less than one year. iuauffi- 

Complaints were also made to us of the insufficiency of the yearly increment-.; t , iencv of 
tut we do not think that the clerks have any just grounds of complaint m tins VB!lv i v 

C 2 iiicrantmta. 
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(3) Curtail- 
ment of 
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he. 



Additional 
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Reduction 
of time 
daily for 
registering 
recom- 
mended, 



and why. 



respect, particularly when regard is had to the benefits that would be conferred on ! 
them by the union of the second and third classes. 

The clerks in the Office complain that they have not received the full amount of the 
vacations to which they are entitled, being thirty-six working days in the year, and 
that in respect of the holidays on which the office must be closed, and the now usual 
Saturday half-holiday, they are at a disadvantage as compared with other public I 
offices. The reason given us by the Registrar for his inability to allow the full vaea- 
tion to all the clerks is, that for some time vacancies had not been filled up, and 
that he was then unable to spare the clerks from duty. These vacancies having since 
been filled, there is reason to expect that there will he no difficulty in allowing the full , 
vacations in future ; and we are of opinion that a sufficient number of clerks should be 
maintained to enable this to be done without fail. The onerous duties and close confine- 
ment of the clerks, added to the unwholesomeness of their occupation as mentioned 
in Sir D. Corrigan’s Report, hereafter mentioned (p. xxi), render it desirable that their 
vacations should not he curtailed. The reducing of prescribed vacations is a certain I 
cause of discontent. 

From the peculiar nature of the business of this office, we are of opinion that it would 
be inconvenient to give many holidays on which the office must be closed, but we 
think it -would be practicable, without inconvenience to the public, to close the office- 
in addition to Christmas Day and Good Friday, the only holidays now kept — on Easter | 
Monday, Whitsun Monday, and on the two week days next after Christmas Day. We 
also think that it would not be inconvenient that the office should be closed at two o’clock 
on Saturdays. 

We are of opinion too that it would be advantageous to the transaction of the 
business of the office that no instruments should be received for registration after ' 
three o’clock on ordinary days and one o’clock on Saturdays. This would render 
it possible to have all the instruments compared, examined, and registered on the 
day that they are presented, and to have the registered particulars entered on the 
day-sheet for reference on the day of registration, and for public use at the opening of i 
the office next morning. At present a very inconvenient and even dangerous practice ' 
exists, which is now inevitable, of non-official searchers having recourse to original 
instruments, which have been brought in towards the close of the day, but for the entering 
of which on the day-sheet no time remains. The originals are thus inspected in order 
to enable these outside searchers to ascertain what instruments have been registered 
up to the closing of the office, with a view to conclude some pending transactions. 



Complaints of Transcribers. 

(l) Insnffi- We have also received representations from the Transcribers in the Registry of Deeds 
nient I>aJ " ^® ce . C^-P-i P* 121) of grievances under which they consider themselves to labour, and we 
have inquired into their position and the matters of which they complain. Their entire 
duty is copying, for which they are paid at the rate of lfccl. a folio of seventy-two 
words. They submit that inasmuch as persons similarly employed in the High Court 
of Justice receive weekly salaries in addition to payment for copying at the same rate 
of 1 \d. a folio, and have also a right to retiring pensions, they are aggrieved by not 
bemg given the same advantages. There is do doubt that their position is not nearly 
so advantageous as that of the clerks referred to, and we should be glad to be able to 
recommend that they should be accorded, to some extent at least, similar privileges, 
t"). ^*° !•«>■ ias keen forcibly urged by them that after many years of continuous and meritorious 
viswu for service, their remuneration instead of increasing must diminish from advancing age, 

•V- and consequent infirmities, and that when worn out in the service they have no 

provision for the residue of their lives. We cannot, however, venture to put our 
wishes into the form of a recommendation when we take into consideration that they 
enter into their employment oh the terms that they are not to be entitled to anything 
Du weekly pay for the actual quantity of work done, and that they may beat any time 
dismissed without compensation, and that the Registrar finds no difficulty in- procuring 
suitable persons to undertake this work on those terms. The Transcribers have 
(3) Nonpuy- further represented to us that they are not paid for some of the work actually done 
h&udin °3 or ^ r™* Vlz -'.“ le headings and indorsements of copies of ' memorials and searches, 
prepnnug nor for preparing the parchment on which they write. We consider this a just 
parchment. caus ® °* complaint, and recommend that every word they are required to write 
should be counted for the purpose of payment, attd that they should - be -gf^en 
some payment for - -preparing the parchment in proportion to the time it generally 
occupies, or instead of the latter that the parchment should be properly prepared' for 
use in some other way. They also asked that they should be employed in the com- 
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parison of their own work and paid for it, but of this we disapprove, as it is most (f) Not 
important that the correctness ot their work should be ascertained as at present by the comparing 
staff clerks of the office. their own 

work. 



Defects in the Buildings. 

We have received several complaints from solicitors and others frequenting the office (1) Insuffi- 
of the want of room, and the insufficient accommodation in the apartraents'where the room, 
public business is transacted, and we have had similar complaints from the clerks as to 
some of the rooms occupied by them (Ap., p. 1 22) , and especially as to the Searching Room. 

Some of our number have personally inspected the buildings, and have informed us of the 
result of their inspection, and we have examined the Registrar and several of the other 
officers on the subject. We are of opinion that the accommodation afforded by the 
present building is wholly inadequate for the due performance of the business 
of the office. The apartments into which instruments are brought for examination and 
registration, aud that appropriated to non-official searchers afford very insufficient 
space for the persons having occasion to use them. The latter should be at least three 
times its present size. They are very inconveniently arranged. The official Searching 
Room also is confined and overcrowded, and the public are not provided with such 
accommodation as they are entitled to require. 

The want of space in the buildings occupied by the department, and the want of 
accommodation for the rapidly increasing number of books (all which must be at hand 
for immediate reference), will be more felt every year. It will be absolutely necessary Further re- 
to provide further space, which must be measured by the estimated future wants of quired, and 
the office. It has been suggested to us that the building now' used for the offices of ^¥ estJons 
the Court of Probate, and which adjoins that of the Registry of Deeds Office, and in M 
fact forms part of the same building, would afford convenient and adequate accom- 
modation for the purposes, of the Registry of Deeds, and that suitable offices for 
the Court of Probate may be provided adjacent to that Court, from which the present 
offices are about a mile distant. We fully approve of this suggestion, and consider 
that it would be advantageous to both departments. We venture to submit that the 
expense of procuring this necessary accommodation might well be defrayed out of the 
sum transferred to your Majesty’s Treasury from the surplus receipts of the Registry 
of Deeds Office, to which we shall afterwards refer. 

The ventilation too, is defective, which, especially in a building heated by hot ( 2 ) Yentik- 
water-pipes, is very injurious to health and comfort. The late Sir Dominick Corrigan, tion - 
m.d., made a sanitary inspection of the building in the year 1S60, and we beg leave to 
refer to his Report which is set out in the Appendix hereto (Ap., p. 121). Some attempts Report 
were made to remedy the evils pointed out by him, but they were inadequate and tLereon of 
ineffectual. Immediate steps should be taken, under the direction of a competent ® r - Cotv 
architect, to improve the existing offices as far as possible, as we believe that the r ‘ s-uu 
health of the clerks is much affected by the present defects therein. 

Maps on Memorials, &o. 

We have been informed (Ap., p. 122) that inconvenience has arisen from parties not Inability to 
being able to procure copies of the maps upon memorials, without which the operation of S etco P iesof - 
the corresponding instruments cannot be fully ascertained. At present there are very 
few memorials with maps attached, but if copies or duplicates are lodged in place of 
memorials, maps will probably be more frequently brought in than at present. There 
is no possibility under the present arrangements of having copies of maps made and 
supplied to the public. It would be manifestly inconvenieut to allow persons not being 
officers of the Department, or duly authorized by it, to make tracings of such Suggestion 
maps, but we think that an arrangement should be made to have such copies or tracings t0 reme 
made, when required, by the Ordnance Survey Department, or some other qualified 
and authorized persons, and supplied to the parties requiring them, on payment of the 
expense of making them. 

A practice exists in the office which we consider objectionable, namely, that Returning 
instruments, after they have been examined and compared there, and initialled by 
the clerks as correct, are handed back to the persons who have brought them in, before {j' e f ore uolu . 
being given to the Assistant Registrar for registration. This renders it possible that piete regis- 
they may be tampered with after examination, for they are sometimes taken out of idle tration 
office and brought back on a subsequent day, and registered without further examin- skould be 
ation. We recommend that when once an instrument has been presented it should not 
leave the custody of the officors until it is either completely registered or rejected for 
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irregularity. This will not impose any additional trouble on the officers, and in making 
the alterations we have recommended in the accommodation of the office, an arrange- 
ment could be easily made for passing the instruments from the examining clerks to die 
Assistant Registrar. 

Organization and Official Staff of the Office of Rf.gistrar of Judgments. 

We have inquired into the organization of the office of the Registrar of Judg- 
ments, and have obtained from him a return of the clerks now employed therein 
and a statement as to the business and condition of the office, which will be found in the 
Books and Appendix to this Report (p. 132, &c.). We have also examined the books now kept there 
arrange* under the Statute of the 34th and 35tli years of your Majesty’s Reign, ch. 22, and the 
“of General Orders made thereunder. We have to express our approval of the manner in 
PP which these books have been arranged and kept, and the great facilities thereby afforded 

to persons searching for judgments and other acts therein registered. The Registrar is 
entitled to much credit for the present satisfactory condition of his office. We have 
already reported that this office may be now discontinued, and that the books 
containing Registrations of Judgments, and other acts affecting lands, should be 
transferred to the Registry of Deeds Office, and that the books containing Registrations of 
Judgments not directly affecting lands, should be transferred to one of the offices of the 
ConsolU High Court of Justice in Ireland, where a Consolidated Index of such Judgments should 
'f j d d IlKeX kept. The office which we consider the best suited for the keeping of such 
merits/" Consolidated Index is the Consolidated Record and Writ Office, connected with the 
where to l e Chancery Division of the High Court. It will be necessary to add to the clerks of 
kept. that office a sufficient number to transact this additional business, which can best he 
done by transferring to it some of the clerks in the office of the Registrar of Judgments. 
There are at present employed in this office, a chief clerk, a second clerk, two junior 
clerks, two searching clerks, and one writing clerk. The number of clerks, which in the 
opinion of the Registrar (Ap., p. 52, No. 99), would be sufficient for registering those 
judgments, and keepiug the Consolidated Index, is four, consisting of a chief clerk, a 
second clerk, and two others; the remaining clerks might be either transferred to the 
Registry of Deeds Office, or permitted to retire. Arrangements should be made in the 
different divisions of the High Court of Justice for the regular transmission to the Con- 
solidated Office of lists of the judgments entered in them respectively. 

Official Organization of Record of Title Office. 

renortfa' 1 have taken evidence as to the official organization of the Record of Title Office, 

required. that the business transacted there is so inconsiderable, that no separate 

staff is now kept up. The business of the office is discharged by one of the examiners 
in the Court of the Land Judges, and by the Assistant Registrar in the same court, who 
receive additional payment in consideration of such services. The recommendation in 
our former Report to the effect that the Record of Title should be closed, renders it 
unnecessary to report further on its official organization. 



Exceptions in Requisitions for Searches. 



Ruprt*- 
sentfd in- 
convenienoe 
of, 



Offliv .sug- 
gestions us 



disapproved 



hut new 
form of 
exception 
recom- 
mended. 



It has been represented to us that the existing system of excepting in requisitions 
tor searches instruments of which the searcher is already aware, or of which he is in 
want of no further information, causes considerable trouble and delay, for which the office 
now receives no equivalent, though formerly fees were charged upon such exceptions. 
It has been suggested on behalf of the office (Appendix First Report, 139, s. 14 — and 
.Evidence, No. 1574, andseq. and infra,p.3!),No. 973), that exceptions should be abolished, 
0T} . Retained, that the same fee should be charged upon them as upon acts returned in a 
search. W e do not think that the abolition of the practice of excepting deeds in requi- 
sitions tor searches, however convenient for the office, could be recommended in the 
interest of the public. The object of an official search is to ascertain whether there are 
any deeds upon the Register other than those disclosed by the Abstract of Title, or other- 
wise known to the partysearching, and such deeds we think may fairlybe exoepted from the 
seaich. lhe trouble caused by exceptions arises from the difficulty of identifying by the 
present form of exception the excepted acts with those which appear on the Indexes, 
ihis difficulty would be obviated, if it were enacted that — instead of the present lengthy 
orm prescribed for exceptions in requisitions for searches, which requires that the 
exception should state “the name and date of each instrument excepted, and the name 
ot the party or testator” (2 and 3 Win. IV. c. '7, s. 21)— the exception should be 
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confined to the year, the number of the volume, and the registration number of the 
instrument excepted. As all the exceptions are required by statute to be copied in the 
headings of the searches when given out, the labour in the office would be considerably 
diminished by this alteration. 



Record of Negative Searches. 



Different opinions have been expressed as to the value of recording copies of negative Record not 
searches, as required by 11 and 12 Vic., c. 120, s. 1. Whatever opinions may be enter- rauch USed - 
tained as to the value of such a record, there is no doubt that it has not been and sll0uld 
made use of to any considerable extent, while its construction occupies much time, 
and delays the delivery to the public of certificates of negative searches. 

On the whole, we think that sufficient advantage is not derived from this Record to 
justify its continuance. 



The Revenue and Expenses of the Registry of Deeds Office — Stamps — Fees 
Surplus Accumulation. 



The charges imposed on the public in respect of transactions in the Registry Office T»-o classes 
consist of two classes — First, certain fees directed to be taken in the office by of charges : 



2 and 3 Wm. IV., c. 87 (Sch. B.), in respect of memorials, affidavits, and searches, 
to which there were added by 11 and 12 Vic., c. 120, fees relating to recorded 
negative searches. These fees were originally received in money, but are now paid by (1) Fc-s. 
stamps, under the provisions of 27 and 2S Vic., c. 76, s. 3, and aro referred to hereafter 
as fee stamps. Secondly, stamp duties payable to the Crown in respect of memorials 
and searches. These duties, hereafter referred to as duty stamps, are now regulated ( 2 ) Stumps 
by the Stamp Act of IS 70. The particulars of the fee stamps and duty stamps at 
present paid by the public will be found stated in the Appendix (p. 126). 

Both fee stamps and duty stamps are in the nature of taxes imposed upon the Both ought 
members of the public who make use of the Registry Office, exacted iu respect of not t0 , 
transactions in the office, and we are of opinion that the sum total of these charges 
ought not to exceed an amount sufficient to render the office self-supporting. 

The intention of the Legislature with reference to the application of the office fees and so in- 
(now represented by fee stamps) appears from the 2 and 3 Wm. IV., c. S7, s. 35, V y 
which recites that “ it is of importance to the public that no greater fees should be j a ^, re ^ 
charged in this office than will amount annually to a sum of money sufficient to discharge 
the current expenses of the establishment when efficiently appointed ; and to leave a 
certain excess for particular purposes ” specified in the Act (which consist chiefly of 
the construction of abstracts and indexes), and provides — "that it shall he lawful 
for the said Lord High Treasurer or Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, or any 
three or more of them from time to time as to him or them shall appear needful or 
conducive to public convenience, to regulate the said Register Office, and as well to 
determine what number of persons shall be employed in discharging the duties to be 
performed therein, as what the duty to be performed by each individual so employed 
shall be, and likewise to fix the respective amount of salary to be paid to each individual 
for his services in the said office, and further to dispense with the services of all or any 
one of the individuals now appointed or employed or hereafter to be employed in the 
said Register Office, or any part of such services, or to reduce the salary of any such 
individual ] and in any of the said cases to make n reasonable compensation or annual 
allowance to such individual or individuals as the said Lord High Treasurer or 
Commissioners shall deem proper, and to direct the payment thereof out of the fees of 
the said office, or to authorize the Registrar in cases approved of and limited by the 
said Lord High Treasurer or Commissioners to make such advances, and moreover to 
order and direct all or any part of any surplus of the fees and moneys received by the 
Registrar of the said office to be laid out or expended in rendering the said Register 
Office more useful and convenient to the public, and to reduce, alter, or vary any of the 
fees, regulations, orders, or directions established, or at any time hereafter to be 
established in the said Register Office, and to establish any other fees, regulations, 
orders, or directions.” 

It is plain from the language of this section that the office fees of the Registry of Ought not 
Deeds were never intended to form a source of imperial revenue, but were intended 
to be applied, for the benefit of persons dealing with land in Ireland, in the maintenance revenile . 
of au efficient Register Office and staff. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, has be?n to 
we have evidence* that sums amounting to over £42,000 were received by the extent of 
Treasury on account of surplus fees received in the office between the years 1832 ^ r 000 

• See Parliamentary Parer IT. C. No. 144, 1877. 
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and 1864. This sum was composed entirely of office fees. While it was accumulating 
the revenue derived from the office stamp duties a large profit, the exact amount of 
win cli cannot be ascertained. The result is that up to the year IS 64 the office contributed 
to the general revenue the entire of the stamp duties on memorials, searches, &c. and 
the above amount of the office fees. 

Fce*8tamps Since the year 1864 no sum has been received by the Treasury on foot of surplus 
and'duty fees, and the fee stamps since that year would not be in themselves sufficient for the 
stamps maintenance of the office. But the entire revenue of the office derived from duty 
expenses of stamps as well as fee stamps appears from tho evidence before us to have been at all 
office. times sufficient to counterbalance the expenditure ; and inasmuch as we are of opinion 
that the revenue derived from duty stamps as well as fee stamps should be expended 
exclusively on the maintenance of the office, we do not consider that the deficiency of 
revenue from 1864 to the present time, made out by taking fee stamps alone into con- 
sideration, could be relied on by the Treasury as affording any answer to the claim of 
the office against the surplus fees remitted before 1S64. 

BotU ought We think that the stamp duties as well as fees paid in respect of transactions in the 
to be applied office ought to be applied exclusively towards its maintenance — an opinion which 
toitsmam derives support from the action of the Legislature in 1850 passing the 13th and 14th 
tenance!” 11 * Vic., c. 72, by the 49th section of which the entire of the stamp duties were remitted, 
and by the 57th section of the same statute it was enacted that it should be lawful for 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury “ to fix the fees to be taken in the Register 
Office in respect of documents to be registered, searches, certificates, office copies, aud 
other matters to be done in the said office under this Act, and the powers contained in 
the said Act of the third year of William the Fourth, of reducing, altering, or varying 
fees established in the said Register Office, and establishing other fees, shall extend to 
the fees to be fixed as aforesaid, and the fees to be taken under this Act shall be 
accounted for and applied according to the provisions of the said Act.” This Act never 
came into operation, but for reasons unconnected with the present subject. 

Of the said sum which was so remitted from this office and absorbed in the 
Consolidated Fund prior to 1864, we find that a sum of £2,000 was expended by the 
Treasury in the construction of indexes and transcribing of memorials, but the balance 
of this large sum has remained in the hands of the Treasury. We think it important, 
to call attention to this fact, as we have already stated, that the present building is alto- 
gether inadequate for the accommodation of the office, and this sum of over £40,000, with 
its accumulations, appears to us to afford a fund which might fairly be made available 
for the purposes of the necessary improvements. 

The charges As the uniformity of the scale of charges in the Registry of Deeds Office appears to 
° u ght t° be us to press hardly on the parties to small transactions, who arc often obliged to deprive 
ai'd Von-cr themselves by special agreements of tbe full protection afforded by Registry searches, 
scale. we fhink that the charges in the Office, for office fees and stamp duties, should 
be made on a higher and a lower scale, and should be regulated by the money 
consideration expressed in the instrument, or when no such consideration is expressed, 
by tbe annual valuation of the premises dealt with, to be certified by the solicitor of 
tbe party, or by the party himself when he acts in person, a penalty being provided in 
case of an untrue certificate. 

“ L^ Ur ^tention has been called to a mistaken statement in our former Report, p. xli., 
that there is an interval of 32 years, from the year 1800 to the year 1S32, for which no 
Index of Names has been constructed." What we should have stated is that for that 
period no Indexes of Names have been constructed on the improved system now in 
use. We recommend that Indexes for that period should be prepared on this improved 
system, as soon as it can conveniently be done. 

We cannot close this Report without expressing our obligations to our Secretary, and 
oui sense of the valuable services rendered by him to the Commission. His long 
acquaintance with the subject of Registration, and with the details of the Registry 
Office, enabled him to give us very valuable assistance. 



Summary. 



Our opinions and recommendations may be thus summarized : 

1. That the process of printing into bound books is practicable, and that printing 
may be applied with advantage to the construction of the Abstract Book.— 
p. xvi. 
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2. That the application of printing to the construction of the Indexes is deserving 
of a trial, and that, to test the practicability of so applying it, and the 
relative advantages of it and the existing system, the two systems should 
be tried concurrently in the daily work ol the office for a considerable time. — 
p. xvi. 



3; That the Attract Book should be printed in the form approved of. — p. xvi. 

4. That the plan of numerical registration proposed by the Secretary would work 

with the plan proposed by the Commissioners and be a further develop- 
ment of it. — p. xvii. 

5. That the expense of copying by photozincography, if carried on in the Registry 

of Deeds Office, would be so great as to preclude our recommending it, but 
if the required copying coiild be executed by this or some similar process, 
in some public office, where a staff is kept for the purpose, it would be 
advantageous. — p. xvii. 

6. That — if the expense of requiring registration to be by deposit of a duplicate 

or certified copy should be found to be too great — the lodgment of a 
duplicate or certified copy should be made optional ; but that such dupli- 
cates should be free of stamp duty. — pp. xvii. and xviii. 

7. That the new system of appointing clerks is not suitable to the Registry of 

Deeds Office, and that the adoption of it therein should not be continued. — 
p. xviii. 

8. That no change in the number of clerks in the office should be made at 

present. — p. xviii. 

9. That instead of the present classification of clerks there should be only two 

classes, the second and third classes being united as a second class. — p. xiv. 



10. That the first class should continue as at present, and that the general promo- 
tion to it should be on the ground of merit, from clerks of the second class of 
not less than twenty years’ service. — p. xix. 



11 . 

12 . 



14. 



17. 

18. 
19. 



That appointments to the place of Chief Clerk should bo made from clerks of 
the first class. — p. xix. 



That promotions to the first class should be made by the Lords Commissioners 
of your Majesty’s Treasury, on the recommendation of a Board of Officers, 
consisting of the Registrar, the Assistant-Registrars, and the Chief Clerk, 
stating the grounds of such recommendation.— p. xix. 

That appointment to the office of Chief Clerk should be made by the Commis- 
sioners on a similar report by the Registrar, the Assistant-Registrars, and 
some official not connected with the office, to be nominated by the Lords 
Commissioners of your Majesty’s Treasury, p. xix. 

That the period of probation for newly appointed clerks should be one year at 
least. — p. xix. 

That the vacations prescribed for clerks should not be curtailed, and that, 
in addition to the holidays now kept, the office should be closed on Easter 
Monday Whitsun Monday, and on the two week-days next after Christmas 
Day, and should be closed at two p.m. on Saturdays.— p. xx. 

That instruments should not be received for registration after three o’clock on 
ordinary days, nor after one o’clock on Saturdays, p. xx. 



That the transcribers should be paid for every word they are required to 
write, and for preparing the parchment on which they write, or that it 
should be prepared for them. — p. xx. 

That the accommodation in the office is wholly inadequate ; that its ventila- 
tion is defective, and that immediate steps should be taken to improve the . 
office, and to provide further space. — p. xxi. 



That some arrangement should be made for furnishing to 
them, copies or tracings of maps on memorials, by the 
Department or otherwise. — p. xxi. 



larties requiring 
frdnance Survey 



d 
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20. That when an instrument has been presented for registration it should not 

leave the custody of the officers until it is either completely registered or 
rejected for irregularity. — p. xxi. 

21. That the Consolidated Index of Judgments, not directly affecting lands, 

which in our former report we recommended to be kept, should be kept 
in the Consolidated Record and Writ Office of the Chancery Division of 
the High Court of Justice. — p. xxii. 

22. That exceptions in requisitions for searches should state only the year, the 

number of the volume, and the registration number. — p. xxii. 

23. That the recording of Negative Searches should be discontinued. — p. xxiii. 

24. That the stamp duties as well as the fees paid in respect of registry trans- 

actions ought to be applied exclusively towards the maintenance of the 
office. — p. xxiii. 

25. That the balance of the surplus receipts of the Registry of Deeds Office, for 

some time in the hands of the Treasury, amounting to over £40,000, with 
its accumulations, should be applied for the purposes of the necessary 
improvements in this department. — p. xxiv. 

26. That the office charges, instead of being uniform, should be on a higher and 

lower scale. — p. xxiv. 

27. That the Index of Names from 1800 to 1832 should be constructed on the 

improved system now in use in the office. — p. xxiv. 



All which we humbly submit for your Majesty’s gracious consideration. 

Witness our hands and seals this 30th day of October, 1880. 



GEORGE A. G. MAY, G.J. . (l.s.) 

0. PALLES, C£. ( L . s .) 

HEDGES EYRE CHATTERTON, V.C. (ns.) 
HENRY ORMSBY. (la) 

FREDERIC W. WALSH. (l.s.) 

J. FAVIERE ELRINGTON. . (l.s.) 

* CHARLES H. MELDON. (la) 

WM. FINDLATER. (la) 

D. H. MADDEN. (la) 

♦ O’CONOR DON. (la) 

• R. O. ARMSTRONG. (la) 

CH. MARTIN, Lieut.-Col. r.e. (la) 

Richd: Jas. Lane, Secretary. 



The Commissioners before whose names asterisks are placed signed the above Report 
subject to their respective observations annexed. 

•^ke Right Hon. M. Longfield (haying, attended only one meeting) and the Right 
Hon. Judge. Flanagan (not having attended any) have not signed the Report. 

Riohd. Jas. Lane, Secretary. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND DISSENT OF CHARLES H. MELDON, Esq., q.c, ji.p. 

I have signed the above report, subject to the views put forward by me in my dissent 
to some of the recommendations contained in the first report. Nothing lias occurred 
in the course of the prolonged inquiry which has since taken place in any way to change 
or modify the opinions then expressed by me ; on the contrary, further investigation has 
satisfied me of the soundness of the views put forward in my former dissent. ° I cannot 
concur in the recommendation that the process of printing the Indexes in hound books 
is deserving of further trial. The experiments carried on were a failure, although every 
reasonable and proper assistance was given, and, to use the words of the present 
report (p. ii.), “ The result did not afford the means of judging of the suitability of this 
process to the work of the Registration of Deeds Office.” 1 feel convinced that any 
further experiments, even if extended to “a considerable time.” will only result in the 
opinion already arrived at last year by the Commissioners — “ We do not think it would First 
be practicable to print the current series of Indexes, as it would require to be done Report, 
from day to day, a process which, as applied to bound volumes, we consider to be P- **xix. 
essential, for the security of the Indexes would be difficult, troublesome, and unsafe ; and 
we are satisfied from personal inspection and the testimony of the officials that no incon- 
venience is caused by having those Indexes prepared in manuscript, as at present.” I 
see no reason to change my opinion on this subject, and everyone must agree in the 
importance of arriving speedily at a definite conclusion as to what changes (if any) are 
to be made in the present system, which admittedly has worked so long and so satis- 
factorily. 

I abstain from making any observation on the system of “ Numerical Registration” 
proposed by Mr. Lane, q.c., the experienced and able Secretary of this Commission, 
except to say that so far from being of opinion that Mr. Lane’s Numerical Index is an 
agreement with that recommended by the majority of the Commissioners in their first 
report, or merely a further development of it, I thiuk it is opposed to it in many respects. 

Mr. Lane’s plan, or one very similar to it, appears to have been examined by Messrs. Law and 
Law and Chisholm in 1865, and the result of their inquiry favourable to the existing Chisholm's 
Indexes will be found in their report (p. 19). report, p. 19. 

I cannot concur in the recommendation that the “ First class clerks should continue 
as at present, as to number and salaries,” although 1 ain of opinion that promotion to 
that class should be on the ground of merit alone. I consider that the number of the 
clerks in the first class should be increased, and that such number should be in reasonable 
proportion to the entire staff, and in harmony with the classification existing in other 
departments of the public service. I think also that Idle higher appointments should 
be the reward of official ability, and the object of official ambition. I cannot concur in 
the recommendation respecting the appointments by a Board of Officers, and I am of 
opinion that the mode of selection for the post of chief clerk is very objectionable. 
Heretofore the practice followed has worked well, and no evidence has been laid before 
the Commissioners or sufficient reasons given for interfering with the discretion of the 
Registrar as to promotions in the office. The responsibility of the head of the Registry 
Office is very great, and far above that existing in any other branch of the public service. 

The Registrar of Deeds gives large security for the proper discharge not only of his 

own duties, but also of those in his department, and I cannot see how any interference 

"with his discretion in the choice of assistants can in fairness be recommended. I 

consider that the recommendation that “ some official not connected with the office ” be 

associated with the Registrar of Deeds to report on the fitness of those who are 

hereafter to be appointed to the position of chief clerk as an unprecedented interference 

with the r' ghts, position and duties of a highly responsible head of a great public 

department, and especially when no objection ever has been taken to any appointment as 

any time made, ana no roason assigned for such a sweeping and radical change, rhe 

Act of Parliament which governs the existing practice enacts that " the direction, 2 «fc 3 Wm, 

management and superintendence of all departments in the office shall devolve as his IV., c. 87, 

duty upon the Registrar," and in the absence of any proof of improper conduct on the s - 3 - 

part of the present Registrar of any of his predecessors, and remembering that the 

Registrar is responsible in a large sum of money for the true and fait ful execution of 

the duties of his office, I consider that it is only natural and just that he alone should 
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have the selection, and recommendation to the Treasury of those officials who iu his 
opinion are qualified to discharge the duties of first class clerks, and of chief clerk. 
As to this latter post I consider it would be impossible for an " official not con- 
nected with the office” to form a just or reliable opinion from his want of official 
experience and intimate knowledge of the respective merits of the individuals interested 
in the appointment, and besides the interference of persons unconnected with the 
department cannot but be considered a slur on the head of so important a public 
department as the Registry of Deeds. 

CHARLES H. MELDON. 



OBSERVATIONS AND DISSENT OF THE O’CONOR DON. 

1 have signed the foregoing Report, subject to the opinions heretofore expressed by 
me relative to the Record of Title Office and other matters, and from none of those 
opinions do I see any reason to depart. So far as I witnessed the experiment, Mr. 
Dillon’s system of printing in bound books seemed to me successful, and 1 quite concur 
with the recommendation that it should he fairly tried. Upon the merits of the 
Numerical Registration proposed by our Secretary, and worked out by him with great 
care and ability, I do not, for the reason mentioned in the Report, offer an opinion, 
but I cannot concur in stating that it would be a development of the system sug- 
gested in the former Report, as it seems to me it would be a substitution of a new 
and very different system from the one therein recommended. I am also unable to 
concur in the doubtful recommendations as to the lodgment of duplicates or copies 
of deeds, t believe that photographic copying can certainly he usefully employed, 
without an extravagant expenditure, in correctly reproducing the contents of the docu- 
ments, but even if this could not be accomplished, I do not think the question of 
additional expense should prevent the adoption of a system which otherwise appears to 
be the most desirable. In any case I agree in the opinion expressed in the first Report 
that it would not he advisable to leave it optional with the person registering an instru- 
ment to confine himself to an abstract, or to deposit also an original or a copy ; and 
unless the latter system be made compulsory, I see no great advantage in departing 
from the existing system of registration by memorial Finally, I do not altogether 
concur in the recommendations as to the appointment of First Class Clerks or the other 
Superior < ifticers, as I do not think the formation of a Board of Officers, simply for the 
purpose of recommending promotion, would work well. 

O’CONOR DON. 



OBSERVATIONS OF R. 0. ARMSTRONG, ESQ. 

In the course of our inquiries I offered some suggestions for consideration which were 
favourably received, and the majority of them are adopted in the above Report. 
Notwithstanding the non-adoption of the others, I think they are of such a practical 
character that they may probably be of use to those on whom it may devolve to frame 
a bill and organize a practice, should legislation be a result of our Report. With this 
object I have asked that my suggestions should appear with the Report, and they will be 
found in the Appendix (p. 1). They are given in full, as, in going over them, T found 
that m some cases, they hinge one upon another in such a way as to make it difficult, 
by extracts only, to make them intelligible. In particular, I desire to call attention 
to those which relate to a “ Lands Index,” and in connexion with the subject of a 
“Names Index,’ I wish to refer to a form of “ Names Index ” in use in the Registrar- 
General s Office, which was brought under our notice. It appears to me to combine 
simplicity, convenience, and efficiency, and I have had an opportunity of personally 
testing its merits. An extract from it will be found at the end of my suggestions 
(infra, p. 5). 

In offering these observations I am not to be understood as in any way dissenting 
from the Report. J J 

R. O. ARMSTRONG. 
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SUGGESTIONS OF R. 0. ARMSTRONG, ESQ. 

1. It has always struck me that the seventh recommendation in our first Report 
(p. xlvii.) — that a copy of the instrument should be brought in with the original, and 
corrected, retained and preserved in the office — requires some modification. My reasons 
are - 

(a) The expense. — Assuming the average length of deeds to be three skins of fifteen 
folios, the cost of the copy may be fairly estimated at one shilling per folio, or £2 5s. 
Having in view the objects of the requirement, the copy — it might with more accuracy 
be called a duplicate — must he made with extra care. The additional trouble con- 
nected with comparison in the office must involve an increase in the fees for registry, 
and would necessitate an increased official staff. The duty could not be confided to 
any but officials, more or less trained. Assuming sixty deeds per diem to be registered, 
the quantity to be compared would be 180 skins. Thirty skins would be a fair day’s 
work for two clerks ; the labouv is monotonous and uninteresting to a degree, and 
attention could not be sustained for any great length of time. This comparison would 
involve an addit'iou of twelve to the existing staff. 

It would be unsafe that the copy lodged should be open to general inspection iu the 
office, and it would therefore appear necessary it should be transcribed ; copying 180 
skins per day at lie?, per folio would cost about £16. The expense of the books would 
be a material item* besides which there would be requisite the services of officials to 
inspect and superintend, as is at present the case in the writing department, and lastly, 
the copies transcribed would require comparison. All the expenses I have enumerated 
would be additional to the existmg charge, and they would be found in the aggregate 
very much to exceed the adoption of Photozincography, which we discarded principally 
on account of its costliness. 

(b) Is there a necessity for registering all deeds in extenso ? — Instruments registered may 
be classified, as for example, “Family Settlements,” “ Mortgages,” &c . ; as to the former 
it would appear most desirable there should exist power to permanently record the entire 
instrument, the legal effect of doing so being defined ; as to the latter the same reason 
does not appear to prevail, the deed is transitory in its nature, may be paid off, and 
extinguished at any moment. Covenants to pay, proviso for redemption, power of sale, 
are stereotyped forms. For all practical purposes if the register discloses the fact, that 

“A” granted in mortgage to “B” the lands of “C” to secure £ , it would be 

sufficient Of the G3 deeds of which abstracts were supplied by the Registrar, for the use 
of the commission, 30 per cent, were mortgages, or other instruments of a passing kind. 

(c) The space necessary to enable the recommendation under consideration to be 
carried into effect. This is a very important element — 18,660 duplicates or copies of 
deeds, the quantity for a year, would occupy space of a very considerable extent, and 
quite beyond the capacity of the existing department. 

For the reasons given it might be desirable to reconsider the seventh recommendation 
in our first report, and its modification by making it permissive in its effects. 

2. W ith regard to abstracts for purposes of registry it is worth considering whether 
there should not be brought in with the deed an original and a certified copy of 
the abstract, the former to be deposited for safe custody, the latter to be used for 
indexing and the general purposes of the office, being placed on a file until a sufficient 
number bad accumulated for binding. 

3. With the abstracts there might be required a short memorandum for the Registrar, 
containing the particulars necessary to enable the compilation of the “Names Index 
to be at once proceeded with. 

4. I would suggest, with reference to the contents of the abstract, that the omission 
of the proposed column for the names of grantors whose execution of the instrument 
had not been proved, should be reconsidered — the “Names Index” and the “ Lands 
Index” negatively give this information. I think the names of all grantees should 
appear:— Our printed forms do not cany out this intention, it was possibly an over- 
sight their not doing so. 

.5. Abstracts and memorandums should be in common form of uniform shape, and 
procurable at any law stationer’s. 
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6. The process of registration might he facilitated. The abstracts and memorandums 
suggested having been examined with the deed and found correct, the fact ot registry 
might be at once certified and the deed returned to the party. To the profession this 
would be a boon. The certificate as has been suggested could be put on the instrument 
by means ot an ordinary hand stamp. 

7. There are kept in the office a “ Day sheet” and a "Day book’’ and a duplicate of the 
latter, in which is taken a receipt, on the deed being delivered to the party entitled. 
The immediate delivery of the deed as suggested would obviate the necessity for this 
duplicate, and it might be considered whether the clay sheet might not be a little 
amplified and embrace the objects of “ Day sheet” and “Day book,” and its being printed, 
is a subject deserving of consideration. 

S. The less matter an index contains save what is necessary to enable accurate refer- 
ence to the object searched for the greater the facility, for search will be. 

The following plan of a “ Names Index” appears simple and sullicient : — 



1880- THOMPSON. 1880 



Cliristinn Name of Grantor 
whose execution of the Deed 
bos been proved. 


Volume of the I 
Year and number , 
of the Abstract. 


County or City, &c , 
in which the Lnnds 
affected aresituato. 


Nature of the 
Instrument os 
u Mortgage," &o. 


John, 


3, 27 


Louth, . 


Lease. 


Charles, . . 


5, 17 


Roscommon, . 


Mortgage. 


Thomas, . , 


0, 40 


Kilkenny, 


Settlement. 



9. Great advantages would arise from printing annually the indices in dictionary 
order, and probably also in printing a quinquennial or decennial consolidated Index. 

10. Concurrently with the daily work the Names Index mi^ht be arranged, and at the 
close of the year it should be so far complete as to enable its being given to the printer, 
within a fortnight any number of copies might be available for purposes of the 
office, &c. 

11. It is deserving of consideration whether copies of the indices when in print 
should not be deposited for purposes of seai-ch in the District Registries or in the offices 
of the Clerks of the Peace through Ireland, official searches continuing to be made a3 
heretofore. Convenience would arise from the distribution suggested, and a suitable 
fee for inspection would indemnify against expense. 



12. The “Lands Index" mivlit conveniently he compiled from the certified cony of 
the abstract on the following plan — 

1880. BLACKACRE. 1880- 

Barony of Duleek, Co. Booth. 



0. Sheet 55. 



Name of Grantor whose execution of the 
Deed has been provod. 


Volume of the 
Year and number 
of the Abstract. 


Nature of the Instru- 
ment as “ Mortgage " 
“Settlement," &c. 


Thompson, John, . • 

Chapman Charles, 

Smith, John, . 


4, 50 

5, 30 
2,140 


Mortgage. 

Settlement. 

Lease. 



13 The Ordnance Survey Maps being approved as the basis for registration, it "'Quid 
appear in harmony with th l recommendation that they should be . .1 
by Mr Lane (our Secretary), the basis of the Lands Index m substitution for the existing 
baronial di™ion. In ^County Cork there are some 145 Ordnance 
presenting a similar area, via., six miles by four. The Lands ^ 
consist of. three volumes, one including sheets 1 to 50, a se^ townland the 

the remaining sheets— to each volume should be a sub-mdej with the townland, the 
sheet and the page of the index in which appears the townland. 

14. Referring to the suggestion that the indices when printed should be deposited 
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in local offices, a similar rule might be applied to the abstracts, if it should be held 
desirable to print them. 

15. The classification of clerks is a very important subject for consideration. In 
other branches of the service two classes exist, why should not a similar rule prevail 
in the Registry of Deeds Department? 

The following scheme would appear reasonable — 

10 first class clerks, £300 to £-150 by annual increments of £15. 

50 second class, £150 to £300 by annual increments of £10* 

Promotions from the second class to the first to be as of course, unless good cause 
to the contrary should exist. 

Vacancies in the second class to be supplied from the rallies of the Playfair clerks. 

16. That the original abstract should be written on parchment with the affidavit 
verifying the execution of the instrument at foot as is now the practice in the case of 
memorials. 

17. That in the affidavit verifying the execution of the instrument, it should not be 
requisite to depose to the hour of registry, or to the delivery of the instrument and 
abstract to the Registrar. 

IS. That the priority of registry should be regulated by the number of the abstract. 

19. That the duplicate abstract should be written on paper, certified as a correct copy 
by the party registering, and should not include the affidavit verifying the execution of 
the instrument. 

20. That the duplicate abstracts should each day be printed, the proofs examined 
against the original abstracts, the requisite number of prints to be available on the day but 
one following the day of registry. Thus, of instruments registered on Monday, the 
abstracts should be available for public use in the office on Wednesday. 

21. That abstracts in tabulated form would increase liability to error, cause delay in 
printing, require more space and increase expense, whilst their being prepared in 
continuous or ordinary form would tend to simplicity and convenience, and equally well 
meet the requirement. 

22. With regard to the column for grantors whose execution of the instrument has not 
been proved : — The general object of search is to ascertain whether a particular person 
has executed an instrument to affect land. A, B, C, D are grantors, the execution of 
the instrument by A only is proved, as against the others, according to the recommen- 
dations of the commissioners, the deed is unregistered. An index search shows the 
execution by A ; reference to the abstract discloses that B, C, D are parties. If 
material to the searcher, reference to the index will likewise show him if their execution 
of the instrument lias been proved. The index returning the name gives tlie searcher 
the clue to the information sought, and it appeal's unnecessary to add to it b}’ the dis- 
tinctive column proposed. Its introduction will increase liability to inaccuracy. 

23. Including m the abstract, townlands not appearing on the Ordnance Survey will 
tend to defeat a main object of the present inquiry by perpetuating the old denomina- 
tions aud their multitudinous aliases. It will make parties less careful and accurate 
in search for purposes of identification in the ordnance index and maps, and will increase 
the liability* to error iu framing the abstracts. Questions may arise as to the legal 
operation and effect of the practice. Reason may exist for including in the instrument, 
for purposes of identification or explanation, denominations and aliases not appearing in 
the Ordnance Survey: but query, do they (having regard to the third and fourth recom- 
mendations in our first Report, p. xlvi.), extend to their introduction into the proposed 
abstracts. 

24. Circulating prints of indices and abstracts amongst the local registries would 
facilitate searching, reduce the cost of official searches, and the staff which it is necessary 
to maintain to make them. 

25. A uniform rate of duty denoted by impressed stamp on each original abstract 
would facilitate registry and reduce the labour of the department. 

26. That the books to be provided for the “ Names Index” shall be ruled in columns, 
with the following headings:— (1.) Christian name of the Grantor, whose execution of 
the deed has been proved. (2.) Volume of the Year and number of the Abstract 
(3.) County. City, or Town in which the premises are situated. 

* N.B . — This scheme is intended, to apply to new appointments only. As to the existing officials their cat# 
should be individually considered, and where the circumstances equitably and fairly justified it their positions 
should be improved either by increase of salary or acceleration of increment. I believe this matter capable o] 
easy adjustment, and I am convinced that any scheme of re-organization in which this principle is overlooks, 
wiU contain within it elements likely to be productive of grumbling and discontent, which will greatly vmpea* 
beneficial results. 
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(a.) That the Abstracts proposed to be substituted for the present memorials shall 
be printed from day to day, and bound up in volumes at the end of the 
current year. 

(b.) That the “Names Index” shall be printed in dictionary order, subject to 
proper arrangements insuring that the volume for the preceding year should 
be available for public use early in the year which succeeds. 

(c.) That the “ Lands Index ” shall be printed and made available for public use 
at the same time as the “ Names Index.” 

28. That facility for search and convenience would result from the printed Abstracts 
and Indexes being distributed; e.g., that copies should be deposited for public use- 
subject to the payment of a suitable fee — in the District Registry or office of the 
Clerk of the Peace in each county. 

29. That from the “ Lands Index” recommended by our first report (pp. xl.) there 
may with advantage be omitted the “ date of registration,” “ the date of the instru- 
ment,” and “ the general nature of the instrument.” 

30. That as it is proposed priority of registry should be regulated by the number of 
the Abstract, the statement of the hour of registr} r , and delivery of the Abstract to the 
officer now required, should be omitted from the affidavit of its verification. 

31. That the affidavit in verification of an Abstract when taken at the Dublin office 
should be administered orally, as is now the practice in the Registry at Wakefield, in 
Yorkshire. 

32. That the books in present use are cumbrous and expensive, and that whether 
the system of printing Abstracts and Iudexes be adopted or not a smaller size of book 
will result in convenience and economy; and that the substitution of paper for 
parchment books would help to remove some of the complaints as to the healthfulness 
of the office. 

33. That the adoption of a uniform rate of duty to be charged on every instrument 
registered — impressed upon the original abstract before its delivery to the officer for 
registration — would greatly facilitate the operation of registry. 



EXTRACT FROM THE PRINTED INDEX OF NAMES IN THE R EOISTR AR-GENER AL'S 
OFFICE REFERRED TO BY MR. ARMSTRONG, Supra p. xxviii 



Index to Deaths Registered in Ireland during the Quarter ending 30th June, 1S79. 

MAL— M‘AL] 

Noth. — U mler Oni! Tear of Age mavked thus (0) — Age not given, thus ( — ■). 


M alone, John. Cl!. Dublin. South 2 704 

John. 80. Kitisalc 5 317 

■ John. 64. Dublin, South 2 723 

Margaret. 83. Trim 2 920 

Margaret. 44. Waterfowl 4 074 

Maria. 0. Edemleny 3 42 3 


Name, Age, and Registration District. Vol. Page 

Harbor, Anne. 9. Dundalk. 2 743 

Catherine. 75. Castlcblaynev 1 361 

Ellen. 39. Car rickmacross 2 37 1 

Mary Anne. 7. Castlcblayncy 1 361 

Patrick James. On. Drogheda 2 413 

Peter. 65. Carrickmacross 2 367 


- — Mary. 60. Armagh 1 63 

• Michael. 80. ScarriS 4 345 


Terrence. "9. Carrickmacross 2 376 

Marry, Matthew. 71. Drogheda 2 402 


Michael. 80. Scarriff 4 343 


Eliza. 89. Newtownards 1 727 


■ Owen. 96. Scnrriff 4 347 

- — Putrick. 77. Trim 2 920 


— Isaiah. CO. Banbridge 1 185 

James. 88. Downpatrick 1 459 


- — William. 0. Dublin, North 2 526 


John. 23. Newry • 670 



Size of Books 17^ in. x 11 in- 
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) 
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wtete promt M BO * 




1876. 62. 10. 
mil Nov. 


1876. 

SthSepL 


Jones, Chnriw J. 
Jones, William. 
Brown, John. 
Brown, William. 


Lynch, H. 
Wood, J. J. 
Green, G. 


Jcnldiui. W. 

JlilK ThoraiuL 
Erakino, H. 




£ 

3,000 


Bo. Olnimiorria, 

Co, Kayo. 


BniliiiidmiU, Upper, 
Loner, ninl Middle 
Muce, Upper and 
Lower CulUltoe, 

neen. North and 
Llnmnoma. County 


Hnllybrudiany, oi’ Ballybrlclmue, 
Ballinpul, Upper, Lower, and 
Mid.llo Muce, Upper and 
Ia>wer Cuiltiboo, Ctaomnore, 
Towiilaliard, Murnccn, Home- 
field ; Barony Clurcinorris, 
County Mayo. 


1876.82.11. 
llth Nor. 


1870. 
1st Nov. 


Smith, John. 


Miundistar, Bold. 


Williams, KdwiL 


T"“ 


" 


Bo. Midiliathird, 

Co. Tipperary. 


Monroe, Barony Mld- 
diothinl. County 

Tipperary. 


Monroe, or Buigagery, Linds of 
FoUioni, on plan No. 20 ; 
Barony Middlethird, Comity 

Tippcnuy. 


1878 62.12. 


1876. 
38th tint 


SUtiidish, Wm, 


Wobbor, Jiunce. 


Belton, B. 
Slmw, A. 


p'lhiLuui!' 


- 


Ho, Mil ittul Oflii, East, 

Co. Tipperary. 


Boon. Monrtown, Bar- 

'St, County 7y 
[•entry. 


Do™, or Doono, Noa, 1, 4, 6, 

III, 16, 18, 18a, on plnus, 
Moortown, or Moortown 
Wnlah, No. 22, 24, and 20 on 
plmn ; Barony Iffu and Oflii, 
Mi si. County Tipperary. 
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NAMES INDEX. 



BROWN. 1876. 



Christian Name of 
Grantor whose 
Execution of the Deed 
has been proved. 


Volume of the 
Tear, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


County or City in wliich the Lands 
affected arc situate. 


John, . 


52. 9. 


Co. Mayo. 


John, . 


52. 10. 


Co. Mayo. 


William, 


52. 10. 


Co. Mayo. 



EDWARDS. 1876. 



Henry George, 



Cos. Leitrim, Roscommon, Gal- 



way, Clare, King’s County. 



JOHNSTON. 1876. 



Charles, 


52. 8. 


Cos. Leitrim, Roscommon, Gal- 






way, Clare, King’s County. 



JONES. 1876. 



Jane, . 


52. 9. 


Co. Mayo. 


Charles James, . 


52. 9. 


Co. Mayo, 


Charles James, . 


52. 10. 


Co. Mayo. 


William, 


52. 10. 


Co. Mayo. 
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ROBINSON. 1876. 



Christian Name of 
Grantor whoso 
Execution of tho Deed 
has been proved. 


Volume of tlio 
War, and 
Number of tho 
Almtmct. 


County 


or City in which the Lands 
affected are situate. 


William, , 


52. 9. 


Co. Mayo. 



SMITH. 1876. 



Thomas, . . j 


52. 8. 


Cos. Leitrim, Roscommon, Gal- 






way, Clare, King’s County. 


John, . . 


52. 11. 


Co. Tipperary. 



STANDISH. 1876. 



William, , 


52. 12. 


Co. Tipperary. 


John, . . 


52. 12. 


Co. Tipperary. 
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REQISTEY or DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Folio 1. 



LANDS INDEX. 



CO. CLARE. 



KILLOWEN. 



Folio 2. 



Year and Dtiy of 
Registering. 
Volume of the 
Tear, and 
Number of sUe 
Abitruci . 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Pariah, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 


Grantors 
whose E Mention not 


1S7G. 52. 8. 
lltli Nov. 

1 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. CL 
Smith, Thomas. 
•Toluistou, 0. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, J antes, 
and others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Clondemlaw, 

Co. Clare. 


KILFIDDANE. Folio 3. 


Year au.l I>av of 

Volume of tUe 
Year, mid 
-Number ul' tile 


Date of 
tlio 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 

whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Abaolute 
Conrcyonoe. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Pariah, in 
which tho Premises 
arc situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 


GllANTOnS 

whole Execution not 


187(1. 52. S. 
licit Nuv. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
and others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Clonderalaw, 

Co. Clare. 
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KILCHEEEST. 



Folio 4. 





Year anil Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Somber of tile 
Abstract. 


Date op 
the 

Instrument 


Names of 

Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution uot 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
■Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance, 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and 1'arieh, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


1S76. 52. 8. 
lltli Nor. 


1875. 
8tli Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, It. 


Simpson, James, 
ancl others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. C'londeralaw, 

Co. Clare. 




KILLOFIN. Folio 5. 


— 


Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date op 
the 

Instrument 


Names ol 

Grantors 
whose execution 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 

whetber Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


Con nly and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


1S76. 52. 8. 
11th Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, EL G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, 0. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
and others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Cjouderalaw, 

Co. Clare, 


Folio 6. 


Tear and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 
the 

Instrument 


Names of 

Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution uot 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
ox Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and ISarouy, or City 
or Towu, and Parish, In 
which the Premises 
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Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




12 



REGISTRY OF DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Folio. 1. 



LANDS INDEX. 



CO. GALWAY. 



DUHKELLIN. 



Polio 2. 



Year mid Day o f 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract, 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nnturc of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Promises 


Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


1S7G. 52, 8. 

nth Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
and others. 


Mortgiige. 


Bo. Duntellin, 

Co. Galway. 

___ 


CASTLEGAR. Polio 3. 


Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, end 
Xumber of the 
Abstract. 


the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which tho Premises 
are situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 


GBARTOBS 
whose Execution not 


1S76. 52. 8. 
11th Nov. 


1875. 
8tli Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
and others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Dimkellin, 

LCo. Galway. 
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SALLIH ABRICKLY. Folio 4, 





Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of tlio 
Year, nod 
Number of tlio 
Abstract. 


DATS OP 
tlio 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Grantees. 


General nature ol 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
went, Mortgage, 
or Absoiuto 
Conveyance. 


f 

County and Barony, or City 
or Town, nnd Parish, in 
which the Premises 


Grantors 
whoso Execution 
proved. 


whose Execution not 
proved. 


1870. 52. 8. 
lltli Not*. 


1875. 
8tli Nov. 


Stfc'M 

Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, 0. 


Williams, 
Jones, R 


Simjison, James, 
ana others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Dunkelliu. 

Co. Galway. 




DUNKELLIN BRIDGE. Polio 5. 




Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of tlio 
Year, nnd 
Number of tlio 
Abstract. 


Datr op 

the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Nanus of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust. 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Borouv, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in ’ 
which the Preuiisis 
are situate. 


Grantors 
wIiosd Execution 


whoso Execution not 
provod. 


187G. 52. 8. 
lltli Nov. 


1875. 
Sth Nov. 


Etlwmtls, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williimis, G. 
Jones, li. 


Simpson, James, 
and others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Dimkellin, 

Co. Galway. 




CIiONTtJSKERT, Polio 6. 




Tear and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of tlio 
Year, anil 
Number of tlio 
Abstract. 


Date of 
tite 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or t in 
or Town, and Parish, i.i 
which the Premises 


Grantors 
whose Execution 


Grantors 
whose Execution not 




1876. 52. 8. 
11th Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edv ards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, 0. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R 


Simpson, James, 
nnd others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Clonmncnoveu, 

Co. Galway. 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Folio 1. 



LANDS INDEX. 



CO. ROSCOMMON. 



PORTBTINSY. 



Polio 2. 



Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Tear, and 
Number of tlio 
Abstract. 


Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of otic or more 
Grantees. 


Goncral nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 

Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 




Gn.iNTor.s 
whii.-c Execution 


(InASTORS 

whose Exccutiou not 


1S7G. 02. 8. 
11 tli Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Jolmston, 0. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
anil others. 


Mortgage, . | 


Bo. Atlilone, 

Co. Roscommon. 


BTJMLIW. Polio 3. 




Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of tlio 
Abstract. 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


: Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Darony, or City , 
or Town, and Parish, ta 
which the Premises 
arc situate. 




Qn AN TOHS 
whose Execution 
proved. 


GRANTORS 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


1S7G. 52. 8. 
11th Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
und others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Roscommon, 

Co. Roscommon. 
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KILGrSFIN. 



Polio 4. 



- 


Tear and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 

Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 
the 

Instrument 


Names ol 

Gran T ons 
whose Execution 
proved. 


: Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution not 


Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Tru6t, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


1876. 52. 8. 
lltli Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, 0. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, B. 


Simpson, James, 
and others. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Ballintober, S. , 

Co. Roscommon. 


CIOONPINLOTT GH. Folio 5. 


Tear and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 
the 

Instrument 


Names of 

Grantors 
whose Execution 


Grantors. 

whose Execution not 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
arc situate. 


1S7G. 52. 8. 
11th Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, II. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, It. 


Simpson , James, 
and other's. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Roscommon, 

Co. Roscommon. 


KILGLASS. Folio 6. 




Year and Day of 1 
Registering, 
volume of the ! 

Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 
the 

Instrument 


Names of 

Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 




1876. 52. 8. 
1 1th Nov. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, C, 


Williams, G. 
Jones, K. 


Simpson, James, 
and other's. 


Mortgage. 


Bo. Ballintoher, N., 

Co. Roscommon. 

1 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Folio 1. 



LANDS INDEX. 



CO MAYO. 



CBLTIBOE (TJPPSB AND DOWER). Folio 2. 



Year and Day o 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, nud 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 
tlie 

Instrumcn 


Names of Grantors. 


Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
arc situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 


Gn.iNTons 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


1876. 52. 
11th Nov., 9 


1876. 

othSept. 


Brown, John. 
Jones, Jane. 
Jones, Charles J. 
Robinson, W. 


Telford, Thomas. 
Smith, F. 


Rogan, H. 
Burrell, William. 
Bright, F. 


Postpone- 
ment of 
charge. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 


1876. 52. 
llthNov.,10 


1876. 
5th Sept. 


Jones, Charles J. 
J ones, William. 
Brown, John. 
Brown, William. 


Lynch, Henry. 
Wood, J. J. 
Green, G. 


Jenkins, W. 
Bills, Thomas. 
Erskine, H. 


Releaso. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo, 


BALLINPHUILL. Folio 3. 


Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 

Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date op 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Grantees. 


G cnoral nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City | 
or Town, and Parish, in ' 

which the Premises i 

are situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors 
whose Execution cot 
proved. 


1876. 52. 
11 tli Nov., 9. 


1876. 

5 th Sept 


Brown, John. 
Jones, Jane. 
Jones, Charles J. 
Robinson, W. 


Telford, Thomas. 
Smith, F. 


Rogan, H. 
Burrell, William. 
Bright, F. 


Postpone- 
ment of 
charge. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo- 


1876. 52. 

1 1th Nov. ,10. 


1S76. 
5tli Sept. 


Jones, Charles J. 
Jones, William. 
Brown, John. 
Brown, William. 


Lynch, Henry. 
Wood, J. J. 
Green, G. 


Jenkins, William. 
Bills, Thomas. 
Erskine, H. 


Release. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 
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MACE (UPPER, LOWER, AND MIDDLE). Polio 4. 



Year and Day of 
Registering. 
Volume of tho 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment. Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, u 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


GnANTORS 
whose Execution not 


1876. 52. 

11 tli Nov., 9. 


1876. 
5th Sept. 


Brown, J olin. 
Jones, Jane. 
Jones, Charles J. 
Robinson, W. 


Telford, Thomns. 
Smith, F. 


Rogan, H. 
Burrell, William. 
Bright, F. 


Postpone- 
ment of 
charge. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 


1S76. 52. 
llthNov.,10. 


1876. 
5th Sept 


Jones, Charles J. 
Jones, William. 
Brown, John. 
Brown, William. 


Lynch, Henry. 
Wood, J. J. 
Green, G. 


Jenkins, W. 
Bills, Thomas. 
Erskine, H. 


Release. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 


CL00NM0RE (UPPER AND LOWER), Polio 5. 


Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust. 
Marriage Settle- 
ment. Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Towu. and Parish, iu 
Which the Premises 


GRANTORS 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved 


1876. 52. 
11th Nov., 9. 


1876. 

5 tli Sept. 


Brown, John. 
Jones, Jane. 
Jones, Charles J. 
Robinson, W. 


Telford, Thomas. 
Smith, F. 


Rogan, H. 
Burrell, William. 
Bright, F. 


Postjwne- 
ment of 
charge. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 


1876. 52. 
lltliNov.,10. 


1876. 
5th Sept. 


J ones, Charles J. 
Jones, William. 
Brown, John. 
Brown, William. 


Lynch, Henry. 
Wood, J. J. 
Green, G. 


Jenkins, William. 
Bills, Thomas. 
Erskine, H. 


Release. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 


MURNEEN (NORTH AND SOUTH). Polio 6. 


Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of tho 
Abstract 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment. Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


Connty and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, iu 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


Grantobs 
whoso Execution 
proved. 


Grantors 
whose Execution not 


1876. 52. 
11th Nov., 9. 


1876. 

5 th Sept 


Brown, John. 
Jones, Jane. 
Jones, Charles J. 
Robinson, W. 


Telford, Thomas. 
Smith, F. 


Rogan, H. 
Burrell, William. 
Bright, F. 


Postpone- 
ment of 
charge. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 


1876. 52. 
llthNov.,10. 


1876. 

5 th Sept 


Jones, Charles J. 
Jones, William. 
Brown, John. 
Brown, William. 


Lynch, Henry. 
Wood, J. J. 
Green, G. 


Jenkins, William 
Bills, Thomas. 
Erskine, H. 


Release. 


Bo. Clanmorris, 

Co. Mayo. 

D 
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REGISTRY OJ DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Folio 1. 



LANDS INDEX. 



CO. LEITRIM. 



DRUMRISTIN. 



Folio 2. 



Year and Day of 

Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of tho 
Abstract. 


instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


Genoralnnturoof 
tho Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Mnrriago Settle- 
ment. Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 


Grantors 
whose Execution not 


187fi. 52. 8. 


1875. 


Edwards, 31. G. 


Williams, G. 


Simpson, James, 


Mortgage. 


Uth Nov. 


8th Nov. 


Smith, Thomas. 


Jones, R. 


and others. 








Johnston, C. 









County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Promise! 
arc situate. 



Bo. Drumaliaire, 

Co. Leitrim. 



Folio 3. 



Year and Day of 
' Registering, 

! Volume ol the 

Number of the 
Abstract. 



Names of Grantors. 



Date oi 
tbs 

Instrument I 



Grantors 
whose Execution 
prorod. 



Grantors 
whoie Execution not | 
provod. 



General nature of | 
tho Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absoluto 
Conveyance. 



County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premise* 
are situate. 
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Folio 4. 





Tear and Day of 

Registering, 

Volumo of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Instrument 


Names oi 

GRANTORS^ 
whose Execution 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Morgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Earonv, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 
















Folio 5, 




Tear and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Instrument 


Names of 

GRANTORS 
whose Execution 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, anil Parish, iu 
which the Premises 
















Folio 6. 




Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date of 

;tho 

Instrument 


Names of 

Ghantobs 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors. 

Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


Name3 of one or more 
Grantees. 4 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, iu 
which the Premises 
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REGISTRY OP DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Folio 1. 



LANDS INDEX. 



CO. TIPPERARY. 



MONROE. 



Folio 2, 



Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of 

Grantors 
whose Execution 
proved. 


Grantors. 

GnArrroits 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


Names of ono or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and. Barony, or City, 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Eromiscj 
are situate. 


1S76. 52. 11. 
11th Nov. 


1870. 
1st Nov. 


Smith, J ohn. 


Macalister, Robt. 


Williams, Edward. 


Conveyance. 


Bo. Middlnthird, 

Co. Tipperary. 


BOON. Folio 3. 


Year and Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, and 
Number of the 
Abstract. 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one" or more'" 
Grantees! 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 

- wliethcr Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment,, Mortgage. 
: or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and. Barony, or C«7. 
or.XoWn, andlBaruh, to , 
whidh theiEcomiies 

•* ’ . kre situate. 


Gjiantors 
whose Execution 


Grantors 
whose ExccuUon'not 
proved. *’ * 


1S7G. 52. 12. 
11th Nov. 

i 


1876. 
28 th Oct. 


Standish, William. 
Standish, John. 


Webber, James. 


Belton, R. 
Sbaw, A. 


Conveyance 

and 

appointment. 


Bo. Iffa and OffaEaA 

Co. Tipperary. 
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Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grantees. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Trust, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City, 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


Gkantors 
n-bosc Execution 
proved. 


Grantous 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


1876. 52. 12. 
lltli Nov. 


187G. 
28 th Oct. 


Stand isli, William. 
Stamlish, Jolm. 


Webber, James. 


Belton, R. 
Shaw, A. 


Conveyance 

and 

appointment. 


Bo. Ifla and Offa East, 

Co. Tipperary. 
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which the Premises 
' ure situate. 


GltANTona 
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Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 
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Grantors 
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Polio 1, 



LANDS INDEX. 



KING’S CO. 



KILMUCKLIN. 



Polio 2, 



Year mid Day of 
Registering, 
Volume of the 
Year, anil 
Number or tho 
Abstract 


Date or 
the 

Instrument 


Names of Grantors. 


Names of one or more 
Grautee3. 


General nature of 
the Instrument, 
whether Truet, 
Marriage Settle- 
ment, Mortgage, 
or Absolute 
Conveyance. 


County and Barony, or City 
or Town, and Parish, in 
which the Premises 
are situate. 


Grantors 
whose Execution 

p „«a. 


Grantors 
whose Execution not 
proved. 


187G. 52. 8. 
lltli Nor. 


1875. 
8th Nov. 


Edwards, H. G. 
Smith, Thomas. 
Johnston, 0. 


Williams, G. 
Jones, R. 


Simpson, James, 
aud others. 


Mortgage. 


Br. Kilcoursey, 

King’s Co. 
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whose Execution 


GRANTORS 
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PLAN FOR THE NUMERICAL REGISTRATION OF ASSURANCES, BY R. J. LANE, Q.c 
(SECRETARY), SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSIONERS AND PRINTED AT THEER 
REQUEST. (See Postscript, infra p. 46.) 



Ia complying with the request made by the Commissioners some time since that I 
would have printed for their consideration a plan for Registration of Assurances, which 
has for some time engaged my attention, I have availed myself of the extended duration 
of the Commission to bring it forward more in detail than the time would otherwise have 
permitted me to do, though even yet it is not as complete as I would wish. It is one differ- 
ing from any hitherto suggested in the course of their inquiries, but the principle of it has 
been recognized and used extensively, not only abroad, but in this country, and even 
in the Registry of Deeds Office. It, therefore, can scarcely be said to be new, but the 
application of the principle to the present system has not I think been before suggested 
by anyone, while the books and documents necessary to carry it out— though not identical 
with — are in most respects the same as those prepared by me many years since, though 
never before made public, and the favourable opinion of some of them, expressed by 
members of the Commission, when shown them lately, has induced me to complete the 
plan as far as I could. 

The system which T propose is (as that recommended by the Commission ere’ first 
Report), based upon the Ordnance Survey, and the Townlands thereon, for wherever a 
general map published with authority exists, as in the Colonies; it with its subdivisions, 
has been made, and with success, the basis of Registration. In all the inquiries respecting 
Registration, such a map has been considered the desideratum, and from the fact of the 
Ordnance Survey having been completed in Ireland, this country has been more than 
once referred to as being suited for a registry founded on it. To the proposal to use 
it, and to register by the Townlands as there named or delineated objections are of 
course to be expected. Similar objections will be always made to the change of any 
course which parties have pursued for a long period of time, and it would be easy to 
show that in the present instance, as in others, the objections arise either from want 
of knowledge or insufficient consideration of the ' extent or nature of the change 
proposed, or of the means at hand to meet the objections. For the present, however, 
I pass these objections, agreeing as I do with the first Report in the adoption of the 
Ordnance Survey as the basis of Registration, though doing so in a different way and 
to a greater extent. 

In considering the question of the Registration of Deeds, it appears to me that two 
Units are confounded together, and indifferently spoken of as “ the Unit of Registration.” 
They are what I call “the Unit of Registration” and “the Unit of Description.” They 
may be (as they are in the plan under consideration by the Commissioners) identical, 
but they are not necessarily so. What I call the “Unit of Registration” is, so to speak, 
solely an Office Unit, being the Smallest Legal Division of the Lands Index, in which 
searches^ are prescribed to be made. Thus at present “ the Barony,” for though the 
Barony 'books are sub-divided into names arranged according to the letters of the 
alphabet, it would be unsafe in general to rely upon a search in this Index upon any 
name of the land alone, nor, indeed (in consequence of defect in legislation) would it 
be safe to rely on a Search against a Barony alone. . 

By “the Unit of description,” I mean the smallest division of land which is required 
to be mentioned in the memorial for registry, being at present what is found in 
the Alphabetical Index to the Baronies of Names of Lands called in one part of the 
legislation, “ the name and description of the premises,” and in another, “the denoun- 
uation of lands.” Both of these, under the existing legislation, are worthless. It is 
probable, I may almost say certain, that it was the intention that these names and descrip- 
tions should have some value (as some of the evidence shows they are supposed to have), 
but whilst what is to-day called Carrigeen, may to-morrow be called Sunny-hill, and 
be afterwards sub-divided into Lakeview, Rose Lodge, and Maryville, and if registered 
by any of those names, or any other, the Registry is for all purposes good, these names 
are worthless, for a search for acts by A.B. to affect Carrigeen only, cannot safely be 
trusted, and therefore every act done by A.B. not only relating to lands in the 
Barony but (from the construction given to the statutes) in the county must be 
investigated. The identity of the lands, however, is to be discovered only from the 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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deeds, and the Barony, if it can properly be called an Unit, is therefore as 'veil the Unit 
of Description as of Registration. Some of the Baronies extend in area to over 300,000 
acres, or about twenty sheets of the Ordnance Survey, so that a useless extent of search 
is thus required for security in such a case. Whilst, however, the Barony Division is 
too large for the “ Unit of Registration,” it appears to me, as lias been suggested by 
Mr. Day (and it is a purely practical office question), that the Townland, though quite 
proper for the “ Unit of Description,’’ is too small, or, in other words, the names of the 
Townlands arc too numerous (G3,0C0), for the "Unit of Registration.” Keeping clear 
of both extremes, I with the Commissioners adopt as the Unit of description (but in a 
manner a little different from them), the Townlands as given on the Ordnance Survey, 
recognizing for Registry purposes those divisions only , and by excluding all others from 
the books, getting rid of the clog of innumerable aliases. I, however, take for the 
Unit of Registration instead of Baronies the Sheets of the Ordnance Survey for each 
county, thereby reducing the size of the division of the book necessary to be searched 
in the proportion of 315 to 1,907, or to about one-sixth of the area of the present 
Baronial Index. In addition I propose to introduce into the Registry of Deeds what has 
been adopted for years in every other case where indexing of laud, and its indentification 
is required, and what is and has been for years (indeed from its commencement) in use 
to a considerable extent, even in this office, viz. : “ A Numerical Registry,” or a Registry 
by numbers shown on a map or plan, or by an Index. That it has not been long ago 
used in reference to this office may, perhaps, be accounted for — apart from prejudice — 
first, by the fact that it could not be adopted until there was a general map, such as the 
Ordnance Survey, and that it was legalized as the basis of registration, and, secondly, 
that the description given in deeds of the lands by names not on the Survey, the 
aliases used, and the change of names from time to time rendered such a system 
without legislation quite impossible to be worked. Taking, tlic Townlands, as given 
on the Ordnance Map, as the “Unit of Description” in deeds and memorials, the Sheets 
give clearly the name and boundaries of the land included in each, enable it to be as 
well, much easier, and more briefly, described by a figure than by a name (particularly 
where there are several), and enable the figure to be substituted for the name, as the 
sub-unit of sheet registration : thus taking, but in a different way from the Commis- 
sioners, the same division of land, namely, the Townland as the lowest unit to be put 
in the books and leaving to be ascertained by the deed what portion of land within the 
Townland or number is included in it, for I believe that experience will prove that 
any registry which professes to give separately the dealings with every small sub- 
division of land, or every house or part of a house will in time become unworkable 
from its extent, and hence I think that tlic system lately on trial in Scotland of " Search 
Sheets,” or registry by names of persons, and of the smallest plots of lands and portions 
of houses, will become more cumbrous than our system has done, even with the number 
of aliases and mis — and improper — description of lands, and I say this without taking 
into. account the effect produced upon any such system by constant variations in the 
description of the same lands so much complained of, and with which every legal man 
in this country must be quite familiar. 

The system of numerical registration was brought under my consideration some years 
since by some pamphlets advocating it sent me by Mr. Kelly, then the Registrar of 
Deeds in Auckland, New Zealand, but as he proposed to register not by any fixed unit hut 
by an unit from time to time to be divided and sub-divided indefinitely, I thought that, as 
soon as the business of the country and the consequent transfers of land increased, it 
could not, for the same reason which I have given with respect to the Scottish Search 
Sheets, be conveniently carried out. 

The system which I propose will doubtless startle those who have not recognized 
its adoption hitherto in the every day business of the country, and who looking upon 
it as a novelty will scarcely believe that it is, as will be seen hereafter m operation in 
the Registry of Deeds Office since its institution without inconvenience being feit, 
complaint made, or mistake caused by it. ... 

Going, however, behind the institution of that office to the Down Survey, which— line 
the Ordnance Survey, is a public general survey made upon the same scale as the larger 
Ordnance Survey Maps— 1 can say from my own experience is, in tracing old titles 
or grants, an invaluable document; if any one who is ignorant of its arrangement 
will examine it he will find that every plot is distinguished by a number or letter oil the 
Survey map, and that to each sheet or map is attached an index referring to those 
numbers, not very different from what I hereafter propose. 

But, again, taking the common practice of some of the largest estates, is it not e\ery 
day’s experience that there is an estate map divided into lots which are numbered, and the 
estate lettings are made and accounts kept by this map, with reference to these numbers, 
ss- the most convenient plan which can be adopted? ^ 
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Turn from these to the maps for public purposes with which we are so familiar. I Q 
road maps, railway maps, and all parliamentary maps, the plots and lots are all designated 
bv numbers or letters, as the most convenient and simplest mode of reference. 

Look at the maps by which estates are sold in the Landed Estates Court— they are all 
Ordnance Survey maps with the lots numbered. 

Take another set of public maps, viz., those made by the Commissioners of Valuation, 
one divisions on them are marked by numbers, while the sub-divisions of those numbers 
are designated by small letters. 

Turning from these again to the Registry of Deeds Office the numerical system has 
been used there from its institution to the present time, without attracting atten- 
tion or being complained of by either the public or tbe Office. Possibly few, when they 
have heard, as every one in Dublin must, of the North or South Lots, have considered 
this description with reference to Registry, or perhaps the meaning of it, but what is it? 
It relates to the Corporation Estates, of which a map was made and the ground was 
divided into lots which were numbered on it. By those numbers referring to this map, the 
lots were described in sales or leases, and by those numbers they were registered in the 
Registry of Deeds Office until streets, with names, were made on the ground. 
Such registries still exist. Searches were made in the early times against the lots, 
being the only way in which they could be made, according to number, constantly, and 
may, I have been told, still be had, but no more difficulty was or is found in Indexing 
or searching against these lands by the numbers, than by the name of John-street, 
or any other name, by which they have since been called. 

This is not all— I have referred to the practice of numbering maps for Railway pur- 
poses. It is a general and safe practice for the Railway Companies to take conveyances 
by referring to those maps, and to the numbers on them, and in that way the 
conveyances are registered and entered in the abstracts ; and accordingly in the abstracts 
of a day’s work received from the Registrar by the Commissioners the lands in the two 
last entries are, described in these words, under dates of 2Sth October, and 1st November, 
1S79 — 



Monroe, or Burgagery Lands of Fethavd on Plans No. 20, Bo. Middlcthird, Co. Tipperary. 

Doom or Doone, Nos. 1, 4, 5, 7, S, 10, (5, G d , 11, 12, 13, 14, 1C, 19, IS and IS* 1 , cn Plana; 
Moortown or Moovtown Walsh, if os. 22, 24, and 26 un Plans, Bo. Itfa, and Ofth East, 

Co. Tipperary, 

I got a copy of the latter Memorial from the office which shows how easily this 
description worked in and out of the Office in October last. 

The Lands arc in the memorial described as “The Lands and Premises in the Schedule 
mentioned,” and the Schedule runs thus (its far as it is necessary to give it) : — 







Numbers on Plans deposited with the 


Same of Land?. 


County and Barony in which Lands are situate 


Clerk of tlics 1'eacc for the County 






of Tipperary. 


Doon alias Doone, . . . | 


, Tipperary, Barony of Iffn anil f 
j Offa, East, . . . | 


1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 6, 6‘, 

11, 12,13, 14, 16, 19, 18", and 18 


Moortown alias Moortown Walsh, . j 


Same County and Barony, . 


22, 24, and 26 



Thus bringing numerical description, and numerical registry to, I may say, the present 
day, showing the sanction of practice in registry to a numerical registration, and 
putting an end to objection against it on the ground of novelty or inconvenience. 

Supposing these difficulties to be got over, the plan I propose will, I think, be found 
simple and workable, and I will now explain it from the commencement to the end. 

Whilst I adopt, as I have said, the Ordnance Survey division of Townlands as the Unit 
of description, I reject it as the Unit of Registration, because, as I have said, I think it is 
too small a division for that purpose, and one which would therefore lead to unnecessary 
delay and trouble, both in making entries in the books, and in making searches. I a ,a y 
illustrate this by the firstabstract which has been printed, in theprinted form of theAbstract 
Book proposed by the Commissioners {supra, p. G) it contains about twenty-nine Town- 
lands, Ac., and three names of Grantors. It must therefore be entered, according to then 
plan, thirty-two times independent of the entry in the Abstract Book, and allowing nve 
minutes for each, which considering changes of books, &c., will not be I think too much* 
t will take at least two and a half hours to make the entries necessary for this deed, while 



when these premises are to be parted with, the searcher will be obliged to turn to each entry, 
perhaps in several different books, so that I doubt much whether it would not be foon 



pernaps in suvciai muacm. uuuks, so uian j. uouob mucu wubiubi ik w uum , 

easier to search against the Townlands if the present system of indexing were continu 
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Besides this it is proposed by the Commissioners that the Books should be arranged 
in Counties with Barony Divisions as at present, in which the names of the Town- 
lands in each Barony are not to be entered in the first instance, but that the name 
of each Townland is to be written at the top of the first vacant page whenever 
first a deed brought in relates to it, not in alphabetical or any order, but by chance, 
and that a sub-index is to be put at the commencement of each volume referring 
to the page of it in which the Townland is to be found. I believe that practical men 
will agree with me that the arrangement of the Townlands in each County alpha- 
betically would in practice be found more simple, facile, and economical than this 
system, if the Ordnance Survey is utilized, particularly wheu several Townlands are 
to be searched after. It is said that waste will be thus avoided because there may 
be no entry iii some of the Townlands during the time that the Books are to run. 
This, I think, is a fallacy, -waste would be avoided if the books were to be made in 
sheets and bound afterwards, but they are not, so that a space must necessarily be 
allowed in them for each Barony at the commencement of the period according to 
the size of the Barony, which must be done either by allowing space for each Town- 
land according to its size — they varying in area from 12 to 7,000 acres — or, by what is the 
same thing — allowing space according to the size of the Barony (they varying from 1,650 
to 310,655 acres), so that at the end of the period the same space would be vacant 
as far as can be foreseen, as if each Townland, was printed at the commencement- 
in alphabetical arrangement, and the trouble of a sub-index, and the additional risk of 
mistake arising from it would be saved. This remark, however, applies to a plan by 
which the Indexes would require to be consolidated periodically. Under the system I 
propose there will be no necessity almost for consolidation. It is required now princi- 
pally in consequence of the multitude and variation of names of Lands. These I now 
intend to cease. The entries for each townland will as long as the books remain be in 
its own sheet by its own number, and there will in truth be nothing in the Land Index 
to be consolidated, so that the boohs may be carried on in a continued series, as in the 
Registry of Judgments Office, by referring from one to the other for any length of time, 
and though for some time there may be no entry in one Townland the division will be 
ready for it whenever a Deed respecting it is registered. Accuracy in prospecting, 
therefore, becomes of no importance as far as waste is concerned, and these observations 
will apply as well to any unit of Registration which is constant. 

Returning from this, which is to some extent (though not altogether), a digression 
from giving my reasons for not adopting the Division of the Books into Townlands. 
Taking all the matters I have mentioned into account, I use as my Registration Unit — 
instead of the Barony or Townland — the Sheets of the Ordnance Survey, the books being 
County Books, sub-divided according to the consecutive numbers of the Sheets, allowing 
a reasonable space in them at the commencement for each Sheet in numerical order. I 
take the Sheet as the Unit because the size of the Sheets is uniform, viz., six miles by 
four, or little over 15,000 acres. There are 1,907 sheets, and 63,000 Townlands, so that 
each Sheet division would contain on an average about thirty-two Townlands, and if there 
did not happen to be any entry on any of these for some time, it is not unlikely that 
the entries upon some of the others would compensate for it. This division, approaching 
as closely as possible to uniformity, the space to be taken in the books too would be as nearly 
uniform, and the area of search would be much reduced, as it would require search under 
one division or sheet only, instead of, as it might be in a Townland division, a search 
in several divisions. It would, as compared with an Index arranged for Townlands, 
reduce the places in the Index to be searched to less than one-thirtieth, i.e., as 1,907 
to 63,000, while the extent of search would be only about ope-sixth of what it is 
at present, and getting rid of the aliases would probably reduce it to about one-eighth, 
even with the present forms of books, &c. The boundaries of the lands on the sheets I 
may remark are obvious to any one, and as for ascertaining the name of a Townland, the 
Survey must be looked at, and as in ascertaining the Townland, the sheet on which it is 
would be learned, no additional trouble would be given to the party searching by my 
suggestion. 

Having thus taken the Sheet of the County as the primary division, the Town- 
land might be numbered on some copies of the Survey conspicuously as I ^have 
done on Sheet 64, County Kerry,* in such a way as that when the Townlanu was 
looked at its number would be at once seen, and anyone learning the one at the 
same moment would necessarily see the other : in this, following the example set 
for so long a time by other public maps. If it should be thought that there 
is any difficulty in numbering the Townlands I have not proposed it without 
consulting those who are competent to form an opinion upon it, and I believe 
Lieut. -Colonel Martin will say that there would not be the least difficulty and possibly 

* This Sheet, as numbered, was shown to the Commissioners. — R. J . L. 

E 2 
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little expense in having it done, while Mr. Greene, of the Valuation Office, who 
has been already examined before the Commission, knows that numbering has 
been carried out to a much larger extent upon the Valuation maps for some years as 
shown on any of them. I, however, propose (what would render the nutnberiuo- 
of the maps not necessary), that there should be appended to each sheet, precisely as 
there is to the Down Survey maps, an Alphabetical list of the names of the Town- 
lands upon it, with the number assigned to each, and that such lists should be published 
separately for each county, and sold for general use for a very small sum. To enable 
any one to judge of the facility with which this may bo accomplished, I have appended 
Form 1 (infra, p. 36), the list of each of the townlaudson the live sheets of the Ordnance 
Survey with which I have dealt in the deeds to which I shall refer, with the numbers 
I have assigned to them respectively. These I made out in a few hours from even the 
materials in this office, and upon speaking to Mr. Greene on the subject, lie told me that 
they could easily be made out from the Indexes to the valuation book of each county, 
as they could also from the Census list of townlands published. 

I dare say each County may he thus printed for 4 cl. or Gel., and being in the bauds of 
those dealing with land, would tell the name of the Townlaud, its sheet and number, even 
without referring to the Sheet itself, so that anyone knowing one could always find the 
other. In the first Report the Commissioners have recommended that copies of the 
Survey for each county should be lodged in convenient places fur reference, and with them 
if copies of these Townlaud lists and numbers (as I have proposed) were lodged also, 
there would he local facility for finding almost at once the sheet, name, and number of 
every Townland in Ireland, and (what does riot appear to have been taken into 
consideration by the opponents of Ordnance Survey Townland Registry) it is to be 
remembered that even the trouble to ascertain these names and their numbers is only 
to be r lone once for being once done, every other deed relating to the property may 
implicitly follow the first, which could not now he done safely with the names in any of 
the older deeds of a property, and hence aliasses. 

The number of the Sheet in the County and of the Townland on that Sheet, which 
will not in any case exceed two figures (the average number of Townlauds on a 
sheet being less than 32), being ascertained, I propose that in the description of the 
lands the Sheet and number should bo added to the Townland names, if the Townland 
names are stated, but I would allow parties, if they pleased to convey by County, Sheet, 
and Number alone, as is done in tbe North Lots, the Railway Maps, The Down Survey, 
Landed Estates Court conveyances, and all through the colonies, viz., Australia, New 
Zealand, Tasmania, Canada, &c., where Public Maps (such as the Ordnance Survey here) 
are available. This may he seen by the returns which have been sent to the Com- 
mission, — for instance in Ottawa, Canada West, the description of lands is : — 

“ Lot No. 2, in the 9th Concession of the Township of Galt,” 

"Which, altered for Ireland, would be — 

" Townland No. 3, Sheet 64 of the County of Kerry.” 

Instead of — 

“ The Lands of Toorcennasliggaun, in the Barony of Iveragh, and Count}' of Kerry.” 

But making use as I do of the Couuty, Sheet, and Numbers only for the Indexes, it 
would be of no consequence, as a matter of Registration, what additional description 
was given of the premises, so that the parties might use also any other description 
they pleased. 

With the Deed I propose that an Abstract of it in form, somewhat similar 
to Form 4 (infra, p. 39), written on parchment of a fixed size, and also a 
copy of it on paper both certified by the solicitor or verified by affidavit as 
correct, should be brought in, and upon the responsibility of these I would 
Register the Deed, or I would give a party the power of signing the Deed and Abstract, 
or of verifying the Deed, Abstract and Copy, before a Commissioner, and upon that 
being done allow the Deed to be registered without further verification or comparison. 
All my inquiry and examination has proved to me that the notion of security being- 
increased by sworn verification of an instrument is fallacious. 

To prevent error, I should state hero, that following the first Report I have used the 
word Abstract as . identical with what was the Memorial. Under the present system the 
Memorial is an Abstract of the Deed with some one or two small additions, and the 
Abstract in the books is an Abstract of the Memm'ial. The Contents of the Memorial by 
statute are “ the date, names, and additions of parties and witnesses, and the land 
with their couuties, cities, &c., as in the Deed.” Of these the additions of parties and 
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witnesses are the only things omitted in the Abstract Book, but they are contained in 
the form I give, so that — what following the Report I call an Abstract — will S u: \-)y 
those additions, and render unnecessary the making or keeping of any other Abstract 
or Book. The only objection to act on this Abstract and copy is an Office object.', m 
which is very far from complimentary to the Solicitors, and I think assumes too much for 
the Office, for it amounts to this that if such a provision was made either the Solicitors 
will neglect their duty by entrusting this important business to those who are called 
indifferently, “incompetent, ’’“attorneys’ clerks,” “unfit, ’’“unskilled” and “careless hands," 
or that the Solicitors themselves are incompetent to do such work, and that for some 
or one of these reasons the Abstracts and copies so broughtin would be unreliable, — that 
therefore the clerks in the office are tne only persons competent to prepare an 
Abstract for as they have superior capacity superior care is bestowed upon it. 
This is a matter eutirely dehors the office business, and upon which any person in the 
community has the same means of forming an opinion as any official in the Registry 
Office, and I for one cannot assent to these assertions, for whilst I admit the efficiency 
of the clerks, and that there has been carelessness in drawing Memorials, it has arisen, 
to a great extent at least, from the looseness of Registry legislation which left 
any tiling almost to answer as a Memorial for the Registry of a Deed, and, as it 
were, supported carelessness in drawing it by the obligation imposed on the Registrar to 
correct it. But the objections made even thus appear to relate to the Denomina- 
tions and the Grantors. Now as to both of these strange to say the Registrar 
is at present bound to take the certificate of the Attorney of the number of" them 
as conclusive, though the Attorney is not required to certify the names of the Grantors. 
It is said that the certificates as to the number of Grantors are often ineoirect 
while it is at the same time said that it is often so hard to find out who are Grantors 
that au Indexer in the Office is more fit to do it than the Solicitor who prepares 
the Deed. It appears to me tlint the person who prepares the Deed is by 
training and otherwise more fitted for determining this (which is in fact a legal matter) 
than the Indexer. So far as the lands are concerned : under the proposed system the Town- 
lands must hereafter bo found out before the Deeds are brought into the office, and as to 
Grautors the objection is founded on the assumption that every one in a Deed is citLer a 
Grantor or Grantee, whereas there are parties who admittedly are strictly neither, and tho 
office solves the difficulty by (whether correctly or not), making all these who they call 
“ silent parties,” “ Grautors,” — for instance A with consent of 13 conveys to C at request of D. 
What are B and D ? Plainly in common parlance they are neither Grantors nor 
Grantees, and so the Solicitor may say, hut the office 1 believe would put down both 
ns Grantors. Is that certainly correct ? I ask this question only in reference to tho 
description as " Grantors ” of such parties. In the first Registry Act an “ Alpha- 
betical Kalendar” (i.e., the Index) is required to be kept of “ the names of the parties 
mentioned in such Memorial,” and for 120 years, i.e., to 9 Geo. IV., c. 57, the Indexes were 
guided solely by that requirement which even was not strictly carried out. By the latter 
Act the distinction of “Grantor” and “ Grantee ” in the Indexes was inaugurated, 
but neither in it nor since has there — as there ought to have been — any definition given 
of either of these words, and in the West Ridiug of Yorkshire where the Act is 
the same in this respect as the first Irish Act, the Indexes are to the present 
time carried on strictly in accordance with the above direction, the names of all the 
parties being Indexed without any division into Grantors or Grantees. It appears 
to me to have escaped the recollection of those objecting to relying on the Abstract and 
copy, certified or verified by the A ttorney or party bringing in the Deed that such certificate 
is prescribed by the Statutes for ascertaining the number of Grantors^ the number of 
denominations, and the number of folios, and as to the latter by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 82, s. 33, 
the Deed is to be Registered on such certificate, “ notwithstanding there may be a greater 
number of folios or words than specified in the certificate.” It is to be remembered 
also that in deeds executed in England legislation is so far antagonistic to the 
objection, that by, an Act passed for the purpose, the Registrar is required 
to Register a deed upon a verified memorial and copy of it without even seeing 
the deed, and without the deed, memorial, or copy being compared in his office 
or officially elsewhere. I should like to know from those insisting on office com- 
parison of instruments, and refusing to act upon certified or verified copies, &c., how 
many improper, defective, or fraudulent, Registries have taken place since the j T ear 
1822, when the Statute was passed providing such means of Registry for Deeds, 
executed in Great Britain ; I believe it would be found there were none. Why then should 
not a deed executed in Ireland be registered at least in a similar way or even by a 
certificate of the cox rectness of Abstract and copy from some person qualified as I propose ? 

I have heard it said that requiring such Abstract and Copy would be burthensome to 
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the Solicitors, but 1 never heard, nor does it appear in the evidence, that any objection 
has ever been made to the provisions of the Statute I have mentioned, except the 
difficulty sometimes of getting in England a Commissioner to swear the affidavits 
before : an objection which would rather favour my views of being satisfied with a 
certificate from the Solicitor; for carelessness in which he would be liable, and their 
responsibility for which is the principal objection of Solicitors to the certificate. 

Jn the Abstract and copy brought in I would require the laods to be described by the 
Ordnance Sheet, and their respective numbers only, whilst I would permit parties to add 
any description they pleased. I omit from my Abstract the column of “Names of the 
parcels as stated in the Instrument,” appearing in the Commissioners’ proposed Abstract, 
for I do not think it desirable to introduce into any document used for the purposes 
of the Registry auy description of lauds hu t that by which they are to be entered, indexed, 
and searched for in the Registry. It will, I consider, only tend to keep up quasi for 
registration purposes the useless aliases and descriptions which are the bane of this 
Registry, without, I believe, serving any useful cud. It is said it will be beneficial 
fo Abe purpose of identifying the lands. Analyze this and I think it will be found that 
it does nothing of the kind, for a deed is to be registered — however the lands maybe 
described in it — by the Ordnance names or numbers only. . Anyone claiming under a 
deed for which these have not been ascertained must, for his own security, before his 
conveyance is registered, ascertain by the means I have mentioned, that the lands so des- 
cribed in the former deeds are identical in area, &e., with certain Townlands or numbers as 
named and defined on the Ordnance Survey. Everyone afterwards claiming under that 
deed takes— without inquiry or caring how the lands are described in old deeds— his 
conveyance according to the names or Sheet and Numbers in this deed — so that to 
both this old description is useless. It is, if I understand right, intended that 
the old description to be given in this Abstract, is, as far as registry is con- 
cerned, to be ignored, but having regard to notice and other questions which may 
arise, who can tell a priori what elect placing this description on the Records of the 
office will have? I don’t enter into these questions but if this old description so placed 
has any effect, or if by placing it there it leads to the supposition that it has effect 
(and how can such a supposition be prevented ?) it will be more than useless — Only two 
cases can arise for which it may be used. The Ordnance Townlands may comprise, — first 
less, — second more than the lands in the deed. To get the deed registered the party must 
have (or at least may have) ascertained in the first case that they are less, and if 
having that information he is still satisfied to register only against the Ordnance Survey 
TownlandsNames or Numbers, instead of in addition registering also against the Townland 
into which part of one of his has been thrown, he has no cause of complaint if he gets 
no benefit from the old description ; whereas in the second case where the Ordnance 
Townlands, as named, exceeds the area of his intended lands, the Registry only affects 
the part of the Ordnance Townland to which he is entitled, he gets all that he 
is intended to get, and so to him this secoud description is at least useless. In 
ei ther case, however, he has in most instances the deed itself to refer to, or the copy, 
if a copy is lodged in the Registry Office, and auy benefit he may derive from the second 
description of the lands he can get by means of either of these. I therefore, as well as 
for simplicity and brevity, reject this second description — as will be seen by the Copy 
Abstract I have provided, Form 4 (infra, p. 39.) It must, however be remembered 
that this restriction is only one relating to tlio office and is not intended to prevent a 
party from describing the lands in his conveyance, as is frequently done now in Landed 
Estates Court conveyances, as “ the land of so-and-so,” described on the Ordnance Survey 
as “ the Townlands of so-and-so,’’ but it will save the Office the trouble and ex- 
pense of registering the lands by the two sets of names as, in such cases, it is obliged to 
do now. 

The abstract being brought into the Office is to have put by the officer on it and on the 
copy of it the Vol. and number of the deed and date of registry, for which, blanks are 
left in the form. The abstract is then to be used, as the Memorials at present are to 
make the Day-book in the Office, while the copy of it is to be transmitted 
occasionally, or during the day, or all together in the evening, to be printed in sheets to be 
afterwards bound in a hook, as in Form 5, (infra, p. 40), which contains the foui* ab- 
stracts with which I deal, each of which is fully indexed. Eight pages, that i3 half a shee 
of print, would, I calculate, comprise nearly an average day’s work, in a convenient read- 
able sized book, without loss of the room occasioned by putting the abstract in columns. 
This is a book, with respect to which there is no occasion for extraordinary 
It may, from the evidence given to the Commissioners, if required, be easily » 
say half a dozen copies of it, in the course of the day after the deeds to wlncn 
abstracts brought in belong, and more copies might be printed at, I believe, muen 
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expense than that at which the copies of the Memorials are now written and 

compared.* 

In addition to the abstract and copy, I propose that forms of particulars of 
deed should be printed for general use, and also kept in the Office, as Form 2 (infra, 
p. 37), and that such a form should be presented, with the deed filled up 
certified and signed by the attorney or party presenting the deed, to be registered. 
The “ Day-book,” which in practice is almost a necessity, I propose should be 
as Form 3 (it fra, p. 38), and while from the abstracts the Day-book is 
made out in the office, as it is now from the lengthy Memorial, the forms of 
particulars being previously numbered in the Office to correspond with the number 
of the deed and abstract, should be sent each day to be printed as the “ Day-book.” 
Looking at the quantity of printing necessary for it, and having regard to the 
evidence given, it appears to me quite clear that several copies of each day’s 
work may be supplied to the Office for use early the following day. If that 
be so I beg attention particularly to what this Day-book is, for here I depart from 
the existing systems of registry. This Day-book — while the Lands Index is being made 
out, say for two or three days or a week if necessary — is a perfect searchable Index, 
besides which from one of the copies of it is to be made — what I always thought ought 
to be the Primary Index, or rather the Index of the Office— a perfect Lands Index giving- 
in a few minutes everything which any party can require. Hitherto the Day-book has 
been used solely for making out the Names Iudex, which has been considered the 
most impox-tant almost the Index of the Office. The reason of this appears 
to me to be very plain. While a person has been at liberty as heretofoi-e to register 
a deed with a general description of the lands, withoxxt name, barony, or county, the 
Names Index should necessarily in every case be searched, and hence it was in every 
search made the primai-y and first searched Index, while the Lands Index was used 
only as a check to it. The Names Index if correctly made out comprised every act 
to be found in the County, no Count)’, Barony, no Barony, and no description or general 
charge Books. All these books will cease by the use of the Ordnance Survey 
Townland names, or numbers, and by a siixgle search for acts of John Williams 
affecting the townland of Ballysavage, or lands on Sheet 20, Townland No. 12, in the 
county of Antrim, every act must be found, (which was before only to be got in these 
varied and complicated Books under three or four names), and this without looking at 
the Names Index at all, so that it will become with my proposed Lands Index, 
nearly useless. This proposition will doubtless startle officials, who, from the 
constant use of the Names Index, and not seeing the effect of the alteration, have 
never thought of such a change producing so important effects. Possibly, as I proceed. 



there are other reasons why my suggestions should not be popular in the Office, but 
I beg the particular attention of solicitors to the remark, and I wish everything I state 



to be carefully and dispassionately considered and criticised. In this Day-book, as 
printed, the two first columns it will be seen are the County and Sheet, and suppose 
a person to be pui-chasing property in the County of Antrim from John Brown, 
he, while the Lands Index is being made out by looking down the 1st 
column only, finds the County at once. Having found the County he looks in 
column 2 for the Sheet of the county on which his intended property is, say sheet 
44, and looking in the third column for the number of the townland he is dealing 
with, say No. 9, he finds it at once, and finding in the 4th column the name of 
John Brown, as he is searching against John Brown he is interested in that deed, 
and is directed at once to the volume and number of the deed and abstract. He 
then continues to look down the 1st column, and finds nothing more against Antrim, 
oragainst sheet 44, or against No. 9, or even against all, yet if not against John Brown, 
— if the first deed is ascertained to be of no importance to him he may pay his 
money, and take his conveyance without the least fear of anything prejudicial to him 
having been done up to the day of search. 1 don’t think that by any other plau proposed 
can he get his information so perfectly, and feel so confident of security in so short a tune. 

I should remark that the Deeds entered in this specimen Day-book are those of which 
I have made the Abstracts — and I have selected them not for brevity but as heavy Deed*, 
so that the value of the numerical system may be seen. The first Deed deals witii 
three Counties, five Sheets, and nineteen townlands divided among several Sheets, and by 
• T n. <s in t.hfi first Abstract 



"“vo vuuuuta, uve oueew, auumucroou o . c , , 

comparing the entry of it in the Index with the description of the lands m the first Abstract 
(infra, p. 40), the comparative space taken up in describing the townlands under the two 



systems, and'the facility" of finding them may be seen. This is more clearly shown in the 
thirdentry and Abstract. The description of the lands by the County, Sheet, and Townlaud 



* Since -writing this I have had the opportunity of seeing these suggestions almost exactly m successful 
operation in the Office of Register of Sasines in Edinburgh. — R. J- L- 
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Number, I have placed in the three first columns of this Day Book; first, for the facility of 
temporary search, as I have shown, and, secondly, as a guide to the maker of the Lands 
Index Form G (infrci, p. 41, &c.), which is to be made out from one of the printed copies of 
this Day Book. The two first show him the County and Sheet on which each entry is to be 
made iu the Lands Index, but are used for that only, and are not, as will be seen, to be put 
into the Lands Index, whilst all the other columns are to bo entered in the Lands Index 
precisely as they are in the Day-book, with the exception of the Townland Numbers, which 
are respectively to be placed in the Lands Index in the Index of their own particular Sheet 
only, as done in the Lands Index of each of those Deeds where Armagh, Sheet 12 has its 
own townlands only, Sheet 15 its own, and so on with all the others — whilst everything 
else being the same as the Day Book, affords the greatest facility for printing from the 
typeset up for the Day Book, or leaving for writing incalculably less than is done at 
present, though giving everything that is required in nearly every case ; for suppose a 
person is searching for Acts, by W. Johnson, to affect No. 22, Sheet 64, County Kerry — he 
gets the Index to that Sheet (infra, p. 43), and looking down the first column of the 
Index he finds that Number 22 is dealt with by the third Deed on the Index of that Sheet, 
which deals with Nos. 2 to 30, but looking at the Parties’ column he finds it is not an Act, 
by W. Johnson, and passes it : going on to the fourth Deed he finds that Number 22 is 
dealt with and that W. Johnson is party to it, and so it is within the terms of his search 
— lie has the reference to the volume and number, and is at once able to identify the 
Deed as one he kuows or does not know of. I have called attention to the small space 
taken up by numbers in comparison with that by names; but now, looking at this Index, 
I ask attention to the fact, important whether printing or writing be used, that to Index 
these four Deeds in the Land Index, so that the search required can be, as I have shown, 
made with perfect security and the greatest facility, only eight short entries are required, 
while for a Townland Lands Index, as proposed by the Commissioners, fifty-five entries at 
least as long should he made. Allowing five minutes for each of these, it would take 
four and a half hours to enter these four Deeds, while upon tho same calculation upon 
the numerical system, it would take only forty minutes, a difference of nearly four hours — 
and while when searching you would have to search under each of these fifty-five Townlands, 
in several different places in books of three different Counties, and, perhaps, in 
two or more Baronies in each County, with all the delay and trouble of getting the 
books : on tho numerical plan the search is made in only five places, i.e., on five 
Sheets, and though in three different Counties you can in each County turn at once to the 
Sheet iu which each Townland is. The average number of entries in each year at present 
on each Sheet is about eight. It will be seen, too, that this Lands Index is not only an 
Index of Lands, for having in each entry the names of all the Grantors, as in the first 
entry, whether you are searching against the lands for Acts by Day, Smith, James, Brown, 
and Edwards, or any one or more of them, instead of having to search in the Alphabetical 
Index of Names in five different places you find all you want in each entry iu this Index, 
and I confess I heard with some surprise an objection to all the names being so given, 
which was only reconcilable with prejudice from the use hitherto made of the Names Index 
and the objector not having considered the effect of the changes proposed, or, perhaps, not 
seeing that all searches under the proposed system (in contradistinction to the present) must 
include the lands “by name,” except in a very small number of instances, not one, 
perhaps, in 500 oi- 1 , 000 , to which I shall afterwards refer. In the documents and 
books I have referred to it will be seen that the same four Deeds pervade them all: 
but one booh I have is not printed,* which, though last noticed, was the first made, and 
from it all the others have been in reality taken. 

It is a supposed Lands Index of the Sheet 64 of the County of Kerry already men- 
tioned, and the numbers in it refer to the numbers I have put on that sheet and in 
the Index attached to it. It was made out upon a calculation of the average annual 
entries on a Sheet when they were less than at present, but I think it includes about 
a ten years average entries on a sheet now. It is divided into years, but that is of little 
import and the position of the columns for the townland number corresponds with the 
other hooks, &c., as I think it more convenient for the reasons I have given to have all 
the columns relating to th elands together. It is written by myself exclusively andis almost 
identical with one made many years since • the entries in it are I need scarcely say 
fictitious ; but it contains a certain number of names of Grantors, and if to test 
it a search is asked for acts by anyone to affect any of the Townlands in it as given 
for that sheet on the Townland Index, I will show at once with what facility such 
a search for a space of ten years may be made — and I particularly wish it to be 
tested in this way — I will also make a search for all acts relating to any particular Town- 
land upon it, and tell by whom and when they have been done, and it will he for those 
* I thought it too long to print, but I showed it to tho Commissioners. — R. J - L. 
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who have experience in the matter to compare such a search with a similar on** 
under the present or any other system. By this, too, with an alteration in the 
requisition for a Search, I think the office objection to exceptions would be quite 
done away with. It arises entirely from the defect in the present Indexes; in 
neither of which are there sufficient materials to identify a deed found with that in the 
exception, so that the searcher is obliged to look to the transcript of every deed he so finds 
and thus trouble is given in the office. On the other hand I think it is unfair that 
a party should pay for a search for things which he does not want, amounting in 
general, I speak from experience, to nine out of every ten deeds abstracted in ° the 
abstract of title, and which more frequently produces, instead of a return of fifty deeds, 
(as it would without the exceptions in the requisition), a return of nil— and though 
even at present it causes the trouble in the office when making a search of turnincr to 
the memorials, it saves to the office the time and trouble of putting all the deeds 
excepted into the certificate of search, and comparing and copying them in the Copy 
Search Book, while the party requiring the search is saved the expense and delay of 
getting things he does not want. As in the Index I propose all the particulars of the 
deed are given, the deed then can at once be identified if the exception in the requisition 
is made — not as now required by the statute, by “ the denomination, name and date of 
the instrument, and the name of the party searched agaiDst” — but by “the Volume 
and number" only of the deed and abstract which it must be remembered are to be 
found in the registry certificate indorsed on every deed.* The brevity of this as com- 
pared with the -present form of exception and the facility it will afford the searcher 
and the amount of writing which will be saved would at once appear upon inspection of 
the two. It will be perceived that I have not attempted to make the Lands Index 
more than an Index. There is enough in it to identify the acts with a deed if 
the party searching has it, and if not he has reference to the volume and number of 
the abstract, and in such case will, of course, require to see either the original, copy, or 
abstract, as the case may be. 

In framing the Lands Index I have followed the division into Grantors and Grantees 
required by the Irish legislation, though I think it would equally well answer and 
would get rid of a column in the Index to frame this Index upon the plan of the York- 
shire West Biding Iudex hereafter stated. But supposing the division into “Grantors” 
and “ Grantees” to be continued, it has been suggested that it would be desirable to have 
in the Lands Index, or Abstract, a column for Grantors who have not executed. I have 
omitted any such, because I think it would add to the trouble of the officers without 
being of any use. Such a column is suggested upon the supposition that the deed is not 
registered as it is said against such parties, but only against those whose execution is 
proved. Upon consideration of the statutes I feel obliged to dissent from that view. 
Throughout the whole of the Registry Legislation no such phrase is to be found as 
registering “ against ” any one, or to that effect. The first statute was passed “for 
securing purchasers, preventing fraudulent conveyances of lands, &c., and for registering 
a memorial of deeds and conveyances for or concerning lands, &c." It requires that the 
memorial in describing the deed shall contain “ the names and conditions of all the 
parties to the deed, the names of the lands, with the counties, &c., which are conveyed," 
as the same are mentioned in the conveyance, and requires an alphabetical calendar of 
the counties, baronies, cities &c., and of the names of the parties mentioned in such 
memorial, i.e., of all the parties to the deed, without regard to their position as grantors, 
grantees, or otherwise, and it gives priority to a deed so registered “ against every other 
conveyance of the lands in the memorial,” according to the right not of the person 
stated in the memorial to have conveyed, or to be the grantor, iwt of the grantor or 
person whose execution is proved, but “according to the right, title, &c., of the person 
or persons conveying," leaving them to be ascertained by the deed itself, but making the 
deed for that purpose binding, I think, upon “ all parties ” thereto. If it was not so 
intended the having an alphabetical calendar of “ all those parties " was worse than 
useless. This view is strougly corroborated by the 6 th section of l Anne, c. 2, stating 
the requirements for registering a memorial, which while it allows the memorial to be 
under the hand and seal of any grantor, or grantee, requires “ the execution of the deed ” 
to be proved thereby : as well as by requiring in the 7th section that the memorial shall 
state the day the “ deed was perfected'' contemplating, perhaps, the execution by all 
parties conveying, which alone could make it perfect, and the registration once for all upon 
that proof, but it is not easy to say what -meaning should be given to this word. 
It is to be remarked that the certificates for tlie purpose of registering deeds 
executed in Great Britain under 3 Geo. IV., c. 116, following the old legislation, 
all certify to the “execution of the deed” generally, and not by any one party. 
By the construction given to the statute in the West Riding of Yorkshire, from the 

• The Con miisioners have edopted this saggeition. Rep., p. xxii. — B. J. L. ^ 
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time of passing the statute to the present, the memorial after the names of parties 
states it to be a deed “ of and concerning the lands,” and not further stating its effect 
and the alphabetical calendar of persons (as I have said) contains the names of “ all 
parties ” without separating them into Grantors and Grantees. 

I have framed my indexes entirely with reference to practice, and to the searches which 
w ; ill henceforward be required. Every ordinary search can readily and conveniently and 
with safety be made in the Land Index alone without reference to any other book, and the 
Names Index hitherto, and even now in the office thought so important will be useless 
except in one -case and under one set of circumstances, viz., a person becomes a bankrupt 
or insolvent, who having perhaps absconded, neither his property or his acts are known. 
In such a case the Names Index will be useful by making a search in it for all acts done 
by him, and they will all be shown upon the Names Index which I propose. Having made 
provision by the Lands Index for everything except the last mentioned circumstances, 
I make this a Names Index only, dividing it according to the surnames, and the Index 
Form 7 (infra, p. 44, &c.) is such an Index of the names of parties to the deeds of which 
I have the forms put in the Abstract Book and other books. It is framed solely in reference 
to the circumstances I have mentioned, and to give materials for the only search which 
the Lands Index will not give. It, therefore is, as the Lands Index is, a mere index for 
the guide of parties searching. It does not give the name of the grantee, but it does the 
name of each grantor (eleven in all) in the deeds, with the volume and number of the 
Abstract Book and deed — to which it is obvious any person searching the book for the 
purpose I have mentioned will invariably look, and therefore the names’ of the grantees 
being of no consequence would be useless and are omitted. A party, however, may from his 
knowledge desire to limit his search to a particular County or Sheet in a County : and to 
prevent unnecessary reference, the Counties and Sheets are given in this Index, for 
making which it is apparent how small the amount of time, writing or printing required 
would be compared with the Names Index hitherto used in the office. This is the last 
book which I propose for the purpose of carrying out the scheme which I now submit. I 
have had great opportunity of investigating the subject, and I have availed myself of the 
suggestions from time to time made by persons of the different classes interested in the 
Registry of Deeds, as well as of the experience of the working of systems in other countries. 
It is one not taken up hastily or brought so far without great consideration or without 
being- altered from time to time in its details by the suggestions and opinions of those so 
si tuated as to be able to deal practically with the subject, while I have entirely disregarded 
the opinions, for or against any alteration, ot those, who are not able to give any 
reasons for their opinions. I ask that in considering these suggestions my 
reasons should be considered as well as my propositions. The more both are con- 
sidered the more I am convinced they will commend themselves to impartial minds, 
and after the Commissioners have had time to consider my plan 1 should be very 
glad to be closely and critically examined as to every part of it, and every objection to it. 
I may thus, perhaps, be able to show to opponents that “ What their bounded view 
deemed evil is no more.” 

I should say however that I am no advocate for adopting any change in the present 
system of Registry without some trial. Even in this I have seen that "nihil simvl est 
invent u m ac peifectam" and in action it is nrobable that changes may be found useful. 
To make a trial of what I propose it woulcl only require that numbered lists of Town- 
lands should be made out, and that parties registering instruments should give the Sheet 
and either the Ordnance Townland or Number, and bring in the particulars I 
have suggested. The plan might thus be tested for any time or with any one or 
more Counties — as has been done in Scotland with the “Search Sheets,” at greater 
expense, without at all interfering with the carrying on the office duties as at present. 
The details for doing so I can quite clearly see, but it is useless to give them here. The 
expense would be very small compared with the benefit derived from it if successful, and 
I feel very confident of its success. Possibly under the acts in force the Treasury, even 
independent of Legislation, might cany out the greater part of it. 

The plan, if workable, as I believe it to be, will, I think, it must be manifest, greatly 
simplify both the Registry of Deeds and the making of Searches, and greatly diminish 
the expense of the office as well as its now necessary delays. I have taken some trouble 
to explain it clearly, and if what I have done shall at all aid the Commissioners with the 
other information they have received, in improving the present system of Registration, 
my labour will not have been in vain. 

I ought perhaps to refer to a secondary use of Memorials which has caused some of 
the witnesses to advocate the continuance of them, namely the use they are for the 
purpose of tracing title. This must have been put forward as an objection to their 
abolition, upon the supposition that there would be nothing to supply the information 
at present given by Memorials, for otherwise there is really no meaning in it. Now 
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what information does the memorial supply ? The date, the names, and additions of 
the parties and witnesses, and the lands, counties, &c. The abstract proposed by the 
Commissioners supplies all that information except the additions of the parties, and the 
names and additions of the witnesses; matters of very little importance for tracing title. 

The abstract I propose supplies all the information : both the Commissioners and mine, 
being in fact Memorials with another name, whilst my Lands Index affords the greatest 
facility for tracing back the title for any length of time, and at once referring with, 
certainty to the abstracts of all the Deeds deducing it. For suppose a person wants 
to know the title of John Williams in 1879 to lands in the Townland of Blackacre, 
which is say No. 4 in Sheet S of the County of Cork, he turns to the Index of that Sheet, 
and taking the last entry in it of No. 4 he finds the conveyance to J. W. by T. S. 
He goes back then through the column for the next entry of No. 4, and finds the 
conveyance by A. B. to T. S., and so proceeding backwards he finds the conveyance to 
A. B. and his predecessors successsively, and turning to the abstracts traces the title 
for any period in the shortest possible time. 

Concise Statement of Points. 

1. That the Lands Iudex instead of being an-anged as at present in Counties and 
Baronies, should be arranged in Counties, by the sheets of the Ordnance Survey placed 
numerically, the number of the sheet being placed at the head of the page allowed for 
it, and that all dealings respecting land within the area of that sheet should lie there 
entered consecutively. 

2. That in addition to any other description which may be given of the lands, the 
deed and abstract aud certificate shall state the County or Counties and the numbers 
of the sheet or sheets and of the Townlands on the sheets respectively in which the 
lands dealt with are situated. 

3. That for the purpose of enabling parties to obtain information of the above matters, 
Count}' lists of the townlands on each sheet with their numbers should be upon or 
attached to each sheet, and it might be convenient (though not necessary) that the 
number of each townland or part of a townland on a sheet should be placed over the 
name of the townland on the sheet in the copies of the maps recommended in the 
report to be deposited in county offices. 

4. That there shall be brought in with the deed and abstract a certificate from the 
solicitor or party seeking to register it of the particulars thereof, as stated in Form 2 ; 
that same shall be compared in the office with the deed and abstract, and, if found 
correct, the deed shall be entered and indexed according thereto, and shall be valid 
against lands contained within the space included in the townland numbers on the maps 
and lists respectively, aud no other. 

5. That upon such comparison being made, the certificate of registry shall be stamped 
upon the deed and abstract and signed, and the deed returned to the party who shall, 
on said particulars, sign a receipt for the deed. 

6. That copies of such particulars shall be sent to be printed consecutively, according 
to the numbers on tbe particulars, from day to day. 

7. That there shall also be brought in with the deed an abstract in the form of Form 
4, but that it shall not be necessary in such form to describe the lands further than by 
the county and the numbers of the sheets aud townlands. 

8. That such copy, having been compared as aforesaid as to the statutory require- 
ments, shall be sent to be printed, and shall be so printed in County books according to 
their order. 

9. That the particulars of the deeds as above shall be written or printed in the Lands 
Index under their respective sheets, but with the Townland numbers only comprised in 
such sheet. 

-10. That the nature of the deed should not be stated in any of the above suggested 
. forms. 

11. That the Names Index should be kept in the Form No. 7, with a column 
added for the number of the townland which, the books being made small, I believe 
may be easily arranged cle die in diem in strict dictionary order as to Christian and 
surnames, so as to be ready for being bound up at any given period even in print. 

12. That the requisition for -searches- in future should he m the form of “ acts by so 
and so to affect lands in* townland No. 4, &c., sheet 20, county of Mayo," and that 
exceptions instead of the particulars now required by statute should state only the year, 
volume, and number of the excepted deed. 

13. That the office should be divided into departments, by subdividing the country 
into unions of counties, and allotting a head clerk or superintendent to each subdivision. 

RICHD. JAS. LANE. 

F 2 
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Aghamoat, . 

Ballyscandal, 
Gargagh, . 

Graugemorc, 

Killylyn, . 
Disbanoe, . 



Timascobo. 

Tullysaran, 

Tullyworgle, 

Tullygarran, 



Ardgonnell, 
Brootally, . 
Carricklane, 



Enagh, 
Foyduff, 
Lisglynn, . 
Taxnlagbt, . 
Tullycallidy, 



Ballybracken, 

Ballyclaverty, 

Ballygowan, 

Ballywoodock, 



*”3 



Eskylane! 

Forthill, 



Gallmiagh, . 
Halftown, . 

£SS* 

Lislunnan, . 

MSwSva^Walls, 
M'Vickersland, 
Niblock, . 
Potter’s Walla, 
Quarter Lenagh, 

Tobergiil, i 

Tildarg, . 
Tullycreenaght; 
Tavnaghmoro, 
Whin Park, 



Ballycraigy, 
Birch Hill, 



Ballynoe, 

Ballysavage, 



Bally bon tragh, 
Ballyarnot, 
Ballyharvcy Lou 



Drumagorgan, 

Durham’s Land, 
Deer-Park, . 
Dunsilly, 
Dunadry, . 



Hungry H 
Half Unnj 



Trishtown, . 
Islandbann, 



KRbcg* . 

Mojdinny, 
Moyadam, . 



Niblock, 

Oldstone, 

Park-Hall, 



Shaneoguest 



all] m -i 



Town-Parks, 
Tobergiil, . 
Toboragnee, 
Tirgracy, . 
Templepatrick, 
Whinpark, 
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to bo filled up by the party registering, and handed in with the Deed, the Vol. and No. being put an told by the Registrar, an on the Deed. 

/ certify that the following are the particulars of Deed, Vol. No. ^ handed in /wrewith to be registered 

this day of 






17 , 1879 . 
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Form 4 



Abstract to be banded in by the Party Registering a Deed. 

Abstract of a Deed, dated the 14th January, 1879, and Registered on the day 
of , made between William Dix of, &c., of the first part, Thomas 

Smith of, &e., and Edward James of, &c. ; of the second part, John Brown of, &c., and 
Richard Edwards of, &c., of the third part, and John Thomas of, &c., Edward Smith of, 
&c., and William Johnson of, &c., of the fourth part, whereby the said William Dix, 
Thomas Smith, Edward James, John Brown, and Richard Edwards assigned to Johu 
Thomas, Edward Smith, and William Johnson, intrust, the Townlauds [of Bally scandal, 
Cargayh, Grangemore, Lisbanoe, Tirnascobe, and Teeraw), in the County of Armagh, 
Sheet 12, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and the Townlauds [of Brootally, Drum, and Lisglynn), 
Sheet 15, Nos. 2, G, 10, the Townlands [of Broumdod, Carnearney, and Crosskennan),. 
in the County of Antrim, Sheet 44, Nos. 6, 8, 9, [Birch Hill, Bush, Ballysavage, 
Ballywee, and Balloo), and Sheet 50, Nos. 2, 5,7, 8, 9, and the Townland [of Glancuttaun 
Upper), in the County of Kerry, Sheet 64, No. 25, with their several appurtenances, 
which Deed is witnessed by A. B. of, &c. 



7oL 

No. 



I have put the names of the Townlauds in this form, as .well as in the Abstracts in 
Form 5, in italics and parentheses, because the insertion of them will not serve any 
purpose for Remstration. My desire is to get rid of them, and I tlnnk anyone who 
looks at the third Abstract I have made, and reads the names in it, will see the benefit 
of doing so, arising from the space, labour, and time saved by using only my descnption. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




40 



REGISTRY OF DEEDS COMMISSION. 



Form 5. 

abstract book. 

Abstract of a Deed dated the 14th January, 1879, and Registered the 17th 

of the same month, made between William Dix of, &c., of the first part, Thomas Smith, 
of, &c., and Edward James of, &c., of the second part, and John Brown of, & c ., and 
Richard Edwards of, &c., of the third part, John Thomas of, &c., Edward Smith of 
&c., and William Johnson of, &c., of the fourth part, whereby the said William Dix, 
Thomas Smith, Edward James, John Brown and Bichard Edwards assigned to the said 
John Thomas, Edward Smith, and William Johnson, in trust, the Townlands (of 
Ballyscandal , Cargagh, Grangemore, Lisbcinoe, Tirnascobe, and Teeraw ), in the County 
of Armagh, Sheet 12, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and the Townlands (of Brootally, Drum, 
and Lisglynn), Sheet 15, Nos. 2, 6, 10; the Townlands (of Browndod, Carnearney, 
and Crosskennan), in the County of Antrim, Sheet 44, Nos. 6, 8, 9; (Birch Hill , Bush, 
Bally savage, Bally wee, and Balloo), and Sheet 50, Nos. 2, 5, 7, 8, 9 ; and the Town- 
land (of Glancuitaun Upper), in the County of Kerry, Sheet 64, No. 25, with their 
several appurtenances. 



Vol. 1. 
No. 174. 



YoL 1. 
No. 200. 



j Abstract of a Deed dated the 5th February, 1854, Registered the 17th 

January, 1S79, made between Charles Eyre of, &c., of the one part, and William 
J effcott, of, &c., of the other part, whereby the said Charles Eyre assigned to the said 
W. Jeffcott the Townlands (of Glancuttaun Lower , and Cosha North), in the County 
Kerry, Sheet 64, Nos. 15 and 16, for his estate therein. 



Yol. 2. 
No. 276. 



j Abstract of a Deed dated the 6th of June, 1860, and Registered the 19th 

January, 1879, made between Mathew O’Brien of, &c., of the one part, and John 
Armstrong of, &c., of the other part, whereby the said M. O’Brien demised to the said 
John Armstrong, for 99 years, the Townlands (of Ballintleave Commons , Tooreennaslig- 
gaun , Quaybaun, Glannagilliagh, Knocknaboola, Ownagarry, Ardacluckeen , Commaun, 
Coomnafanida, Kilcoolaght West, Callaha.niska, Treanmanagh, Gortlouylira, Glancuttaun 
Lower, Cosha North, Oolagh East, Oolagh West, Treangarriv, Gorta grecnane, Goi'tnagan- 
more, Gortnaganbeg, Lauhir, Dromleagh, Glancuttaun Upper, Bunglasha North, Curra- 
flugh, Ahane, Gortrclig, Goulnacappy, and Coornagrena), in the County of Kerry, Sheet 
. 64, Nos. 2 to 30. 



Vol. 2. 
No. 277. 



,, Abstract of a Deed dated the 3rd of March, 1861, and Registered the 19th 

January, 1879, made between Francis Patrick of, &c., of the first part, Thomas Cole of, 
&c., of the second part, William Johnson of, &c., of the third part, and Francis Edwards 
of, <fcc., of the fourth part, whereby the said Francis Patrick, Thomas Cole, and William 
Johnson mortgaged in fee for £l,000 to said Francis Edwards the Townlands (of Quay- 
baun, Ownagarry, Kilcoolaght West, Gortloughra, Gortnaganbeg, and Goulnacappy, ar 
Oooi'nagrena), in the County of Kerry, Sheet 64, Nos. 4, 7, 11, 14, 22, 30. 
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ARMAGH. 



LANDS INDEX. 

(Each Division representing a Page-) 



SHEET 13. 



Onlna&co No. 
of Townland. 


All Grantor* 




Dale of Deed. 


Dale of Registry. 


| 


j 


Nature of Deed. 




Du, W., 

Smith, Thomas, 
Jambs, Edward, . 
Brown, John, 
Edwards, Riohakd, 


Thomas, J. and Others, 


January 14, 1879, 


January 17, 1879, 




174 


Trust. 



iBKioa SHEET 15. 



Ordnance No. 
of Townland. 


All Grantors. 


a ~“'~ 


Dole of Dead. 


DatoofRegiatry. 


j 


j 


Nature of Doed. 


2-6-10 


Dix, W., 

Smith, Thomas, . 
Jambs, Edward, . 
Brown, John, 
Edwards, Richard, 


Thomas, J. and Others, 


January 14, 1879, 


January 17, 1879, 


1 


174 


Trust. 
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ANTRIM. 



LANDS |NDEX--p’»“- d. 

SHEET 44. 



Ordnance No. 
of Townlnnd. 


All Gnmtora. 




Data of Dead. 


Data of Registry. 


J 


J 

| 


Nature of DoetL 


6—8—9. 


Drx, W 

Smith, Thomas, 

James, Edward, . 
Brown, John, 

Edwards, Richard, 


Thomas J. and Others, 


Jnuuary 14, 1879, 


January 17, 1879, 




174 


Trust. 




I 

S 

I 

■2 



ANTRIM. 



SHEET 50 




LANDS INDE X.-cwi««c* 



SHEET 64. 



Ordnance No. 
of Townland. 


All Grantors. 


Grantees, one or more. 


Date of Deed. 


Date of Registry. 


| 


| 


Nature of Deed. 


25 


Dix, W 

Smith, Thomas, 

James, Edward, . 
Brown, John, 

Edwards, Riohard, 


Thomas, J. and Others, 


January 14, 1879, 


January 17, 1879, 


1 


174 


Trust. 


15-16 


Eyre, Charles, . 


Jbffcott, W., 


February 5, 1854, 


January 17, 1879, 


• 


200 


Assignment. 


2 to 30* 


O’Brien, Matthew, 


Armstrong, J., . 


Juno 6, 1860, . 


January 19, 1879, 


» 


276 


Loasa. 


4-7-11 


Patrick, F., . 


Edwards, F., 


March 3, 1861, . 


January 19, 1879, 


2 


277 


Mortgage. 


14-22 


Cole, Thomas, 














30- 


Johnson, W., 
















• The I/uids in this Deed by their Townland 1 


— 










2 


Knocknaboola, Ownagarry, Ardacluckeen, Commaun, Coomnafanida.^kilcool- 

aght West, Callahan iaka, Treanmanagh, Gortloughra, Glancuttau'n Lower, 

Cosha North, Oolagh East, Oolagh West, Troangarriv, Gortngreennno, Gort- 
naganmore, Gortnaganbeg, Lauliir, Dromleagh, Glancuttaun Uppor, Bun- 
glasha North, Curraflugh, Ahane, Gortrolig, Goulnacappy and Coornagrena, 
Co. Kerry. 
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O’BEIEN. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



November 11, 1879. 



Mr. Thomas A. Dili, on (prodnc-'ng a printing press) examined. 



Evidence. 

IS "Of. U, I87». 



1. The V iCE-CnANCi:r,T,on. — Mr. Dillon, will you 
explain to ns this machine, the subject of your last 
letter ? — By this machine (which is a late invention) it 
is quite possible to print, either in type chamcter or in 
manuscript character, in hound hooks, and by it the 
suggestions made by the Commissioners in their first 
report can be carried out with cheapness and certainty. 
For example, a Names Index, containing only the 
information now given in the Registry of Deeds Offico 
in what is known as the “Prospective Dictionary 
Index,” or combining therewith the information con- 
tained in the Abstract proposed by the Commissioners, 
can be kept up to the hour, and at leiist three copies of 
it can he niado. One man and an assistant can do this 
if it bo in the manuscript character, and about four if in 
type. In case the Ordnance Survey name of town- 
lands be adopted, the Lands Index con be kept up to 
the hour in the way suggested to the Parliamentary 
Committee of last session, * and in the report of this 
commission, and tho objectionable blocks and transfers, 
which the Registrar of Deeds alludes to in In's evidence 
as likely to obstruct the Land Tudcx proposed by tho 
Commissioners in their report, cannot take place. 
First I will show you tho moilns operandi, commencing 
with print character ; but you have the option of mak- 
ing the manuscript characters become virtually type, 
and you can act. with them iu every way as you 
would with type. I prefer type, but cases nmy arise 
where the possibility of conferring on manuscript the 
character of type would bo of inestimable value. This 
printing machine is not merely my invention, but has 
been modelled by my own liand, and I am very anxious 
to be examined strictly upon it, for any assistant in 
the Registry of Deeds Oliice, though he never saw it 
before, would, in ten minutes, be as familiar with its use 
as if he had spent all his life at it. Printing in bound 
books has never heretofore been attempted, though it 
has been often suggested. Sri. - Sidney Waterlow, the 
engineers of the Times and Graphic newspapers, the 
Manager of the Dublin Steam Printing Company and 
tho employees of tho Queen’s Printing Office, Thom's, 
are all agreed upon that. The invention has been 
entirely originated in Dublin. Fere is a bound book, 
and in it, by this printing macliine, you may print an 
Abstract, of any number of lines, in any page of tho 
book, and in any part of tho pnge ; you can put in a 
mere line or a full page of print. If one of the 
Commissioners will mark any part of a puge of this 
book for me, I will print an Abstract there. (Dr. 
Elrington, q.c., marked a space in a page.) Type 
■would be broken during the process of taking an im- 
pression from it if there was not what printers call a 
blanket under it •, the blanket in this machine is 
covered, for the sake of appearances, with velvet. I 
tost fix the hook in the frame of the machine, and as 
the thickness of Books varies, I have provided elastic 
wads to go over hooks, and keep the book in its place. 
Inere is a clamp or frame to hold the bar of stereotype 
block containing what is to be printed. The clamp is 



so constructed that it can be made to suit the breadth A^DiHon!' 
of the block, which can, by this screw regulator, be 
brought over any part of the page. It is then screwed 
down, so ns to give to the frame holding the stereotype 
the necessary pressure for making an impression. I 
have used stereotype because in printing such impor- 
tant books as those National Records, it would not 
answer to allow a printer to have the opportunity (as 
he would, with type) of (for instance) taking out an 0, 
and thus altering the amount in the entry say from 
.£5,000 to £500. Hero is a stereotype block of an 
abstract, and the Dublin Steam Printing Company will 
place the whole of their machinery at my disposal, 
to enable me to show you the working of my plan in 
all its details, and to prove that by adopting it all 
deeds can be placed on the record iu an hour and a 
half after they come into the office. 

2. Mr. Dillon having fixed the steivotyjm bar on 
the frame, and adjusted it for printing on the part of 
the page marked by Dr. Elrington, the first impres- 
sion was dull, hut Mr. Dillon said that a printer and a 
compositor are two different things, and ho did not 
profess to be a planter. 

3. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — The neatness of the im- 
pression is nothing — there is the machine, the type, 
and means of obtaining pressure, and tho rest is mat- 
ter of detail and simply artisans' work. 

(After one or two more attempts Mr. Dillon made an 
accurate, perfect, and neat copy of the abstract.) 

4. Dr. Elrington, Q.c. — Your frame is the size of 
the book you are using, but, as I understand, there 
is no limit to its size, yon could have any size of 
macliine 1 — Of course. This size of hook was taken 
because the Treasury Committee of 1S74 decided that 
ten inches was the proper size. It is the Landed 
Estates Court size, if I don't mistake. Possibly the 
Commissioners would like to see printing on parch- 
ment carried out. I was the first person who suggested 
pi-inting in public offices here, and when it was carried 
out on the Landed Estates Court deeds, some solicitors 
and others objected that the print could be obliterated. 

It was possible, I admit, to remove the print from the 
early Landed Estates Court printed deoils, but after 
some months experiments in the Queen’s Printing 
Office, I observed that they were using for those deeds 
a greasy parchment, and grease always rejects printing 
ink, but the parchment now used is specially prepared, 
and I will defy any one to remove print from it. To 
remove ink from tho ordinary parchment, which was 
first used was the simplest thing in the world — rub it 
with a little soft soap and turpentine, and the print 
was gone for ever. 

5. The Yice-Chancellor. — Have you tried that 
with the present parchment ? — Yes ; I tried it with 
Colonel Wilkinson’s ma]is and failed. But the way I 
managed originally in my own plan was this — I printed 
in two inks, and if you took out one you strengthened 
the other. Mr. Thom, however, did not t hink that 



• Land Titles and Transfer Committee Rep., p. 128, &c., Par Pap., H.C., 244/79. 
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Evidence, necessary, and if you put more potasli in preparing 

the parchment the print cannot be removed, I think. 

you, it. 1879. g How soon does the ink dry? — In about two oi 
Mr. Thomas three hours. I would always like to leave it for a 
A. Dillon. night. 

7. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — You are now in the 
middle of the book, but suppose you were printing on 
the Inst page, would you not, according to the con- 
struction of that machine, have all the weight of the 
book on that page ? — Yes. 

8. That is the only difficulty that suggests itself to 
me — how you are to do away with the weight of the 
book which, according to that, must to some extent 
be hanging on the particular page t — The book could 
he held while the last page was receiving the impression, 
or I would put two uprights on the side for the book 
to rest on. I hardly thought that necessary, because 
anyone could hold the book dining the minute or so it 
would take to print an abstract. 

9. The Vice-Chancellor. — Would there be any 
difficulty in printing in a book covered with the ordinary 
covers of hound books 1 — Not the slightest, I am going 
to do it. This was always regarded os a nonsensical 
chimera. This is very rough, but it is for the principle 
I am contending. 

10. The Lord Chief Baron. — Certainly, for the 
principle — not for the manipulation. 

11. The V Ice-Chancellor. — How would you pro- 
pose to begin the process ; this is a copy of the full 
abstract which yon have printed ? — Yes. If you wish 
to see a line printed, it can be done just ns readily. 
Men laughed at me when I spoke of printing in a bound 
book. The Americans and the French are said to have 
attempted a solution of the difficulty and failed, but I 
think I luvve succeeded. Suppose that to-day you laid 
ail entry under the name of Walsh or Armstrong, and 
ten years hence wanted to add a line or any number 
of lines ; you can by means of this register on the 
machine — put in the first new line after the last one 
of the old entry. So for — as regards printing in print 
character. For the next part 1 don’t require printers, 
for I will transform your own handwriting into what 
I call manuscript type, and put a number of copies of 
it in any part of the book you may require in a few 
minutes. 

1 2. Before passing to that, describe your first process 
as you would apply it to tlie Registering of Deeds 
beginning at the begin n in g ? — Am I to do so upon 
the present system, or upon the system which yon 
have recommended, which is thoroughly workable? 
If upon the old system I can do it, but not with the 
same facility, neatness, or comfort that I can work 
your system. 

13. What do you mean — what is the difference 
as regards this? — I could not get the abstract 
books under the present system for a fortnight or three 
weeks. 

14. But supposing that the abstract is brought into 
the Registry of Deeds Office ready for printing, what 
would you do with it, working out your scheme ? — 
Immediately after it came in I would place it under 
glass in a locked box or frame, so that the printer 
would have no power of touching it, and if the docu- 
ment were long, I would photograph it instantly, so 
that the photograph could be cut up and distributed 
amongst the compositors like ordinary newspaper work, 
my object being to have all in the form of stereotype 
blocks as early as possible, for the official who would 
be charged with the duty of printing them into the 
book. I think you will find that if copies of your 
abstracts, or photographs of them (whichever would 
be most convenient, according to the length of the 
documents), were taken to a printing office, that in 
about three-quarters of an hour you could have them 
all in stereotype blocks. 

15. Describe exactly what you would do to attain 



that end, you have gone as far as putting the 
stands under a glass frame ; or photojmnlLj tL 
What is to be done then t-The abstrad £t!J fc 
or photographed copy of it is to he sent to the 
■ l 6 ' ?>■ EtnisoTon, Q.o.-ftit before a composite 
in fact ? — Yes ; and he sets up whatever is before j,;„ ' 
whether it lie the abstract locked up i u a box or the 
photographed copy’. 

17. The Vice-Chancellor.— In ordinary tvpel— 
Yes; and by the process of stereotyping, which vou 
will find in my patent, in less time" than I have been 
till king of it yon may have a papier-mache mould 
of the abstract. 

18. Dr. Elrington, q.c.— That is called the 
“ flong " ? — Yes ; that is the technical name of it. It 
is a thick coat of papier-mache, and when the impres- 
sion is made on it it is termed the “ matrix." That 
being obtained, the first thing is to set the document 
up in type ; the next is to see that it is thoroughlv 
accurate. 

19. The Vice-Chancellor.— To prove it 1— Yes; 
then you get the ir flong” and make the matrix, and 
from that the stereotype block. If there are a number 
of grantors, say ten, it only involves a little transpo- 
sition of the type and another mould to produce copies 
of the abstract for each name of a grantor. If you had 
Brown, Jones, and Robinson as grantors, the first 
will have Brown iu the margin, for insertion mufcr 
“Brown” in the index; the second will have “Jones” 
in the margin — J ones and Brown being transposed iu 
the type for that purpose, and so on. A transposition 
in so many different places its there are names. Yes ; 
and once you have the type set, transposition is easy, 
and printing would only involve the slight trouble of 
putting each impression on its proper page of tlie liook. 
There is no difficulty alwut repetition ; having proved 
it, and mode the necessary transpositions, it is stereo- 
typed. 

20. Before you proceed — after each transposition, 
bringing tho name of one particular grantor into the 
margin, would you not then take off an impression of 
that on a separate matrix ? — Yes ; hut that is a very 
simple operation. People reading about this imagine it 
takes a great length of time, but when I tell yon that 
tlie stereotyping of the largest newspaper in the world 
only takes an hour, you will see how rapidly this could 
be done, even by the old slow method. 

21. The Lord Chief Baron. — "What? — Producing 
the matrix — this is one {exhibited.) The substance, 
before the print is on it, is called the flong, but converted 
into this form it is called a matrix ; molten type- 
metal is then cast into it. The metal for stereotyping 
is used over and over again ; if you worked from type 
it would become worn and battered. No paper in 
the world, of any size, is now printed from type, 
for (among other reasons) this injury to type. 

22. Dr. Elrington, q.c.— Then you have to take, 
of course, three of these muta-ixes for the three grantors, 
which differ from each other only in this, that the 
names brought out in the left hand margin are different, 
and you get three blocks which will go ^to three 
different pages of the book ? — Yes ; but 1 would on 
you to see the whole operation performed at the Dublin 
Steam Planting Company's offices, in Abbey-street, for 
if I explain over and over again, I may fall short some- 
where ; it is like trying to describe a watch — unless 
you see the mechanical accuracy of its several 

as well as tlie wonderful simplicity of the whole, i m 
difficult to understand. However, I have the t ce 
impressions from the one type and transpositions. 

23. The Vice-Chancellor.— That is in the case « 
three grantors ?— Yes. You have thus three blocw 
with the abstract, repeated on each. The three 
average in weight about four pounds ; but these 
be melted over and over again, adding a htt e ^ Qt 



metal now and again for waste, 
sixty deeds registered each day, a 



There are s 

in three-quartcra 
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of ua hour these would be all in type, proved, and 
stereotyped. 

34 . Judge Walsh. — How many people would you 
require for that? — In the early part of the day I 
would keep a man working alongside the Registrar. 
On an average it would take from live to eight 
minutes. That is the average I took at the office of 
the Queen’s Printer. If you worked by logotypes, 
however, neither counties, baronies, parishes, nor “ con- 
sideration in the deed,” need be set up, and if you use 
the Ordnance Survey denominations, there will lie 
nothing to be set np, it will bo nearly all logo- 
type. 

■25. The Vice-Chancellor. — Except ordinary 
mimes I — No ; those are all cast in logotypes — -just as 
the month and the year are. 

28. The Lord Chief Baron. — -A nd you would do 
that unth Ordnance denominations too 1 — Yes; I would 
innl-p- them all logotypes. 

27. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — Then, of course, there 
would be a very narrow margin of words to be set up 
in type for each abstract ? — Nothing, in fact. I have 
myself tried tho logotype abstract against a man 
writing it, and there were not ten seconds between 
them. I had not the logotypes made ; but, for the 
experiment, I gummed ordinary type together. 

2S. Now, yon have sixty abstracts in three-quarters 
of an hour in the shape of stereotype plates ? — Yes. 

29. The Vice-Chancellor. — I s that on the suppo- 
sition that they all come in together! — 1 would have 
them all together. 

30. Do you propose that the abstracts should, as 
they come into the office, be handed to tho composi- 
tors, or do yon prefer that the whole should accu- 
mulate until a particular horn 1 of the day, and then all 
handed over? — As Mr. Dix stated in his evidence, 
if you go to the Registry Office yon eannot find the 
deed last sent in on the index, which may be the 
most dangerous against you. I therefore propose that 
as a deed comes in it should at once lie placed on the 
Registry. 

31. Wliat you proposed, as I understood yon, was 
that when an abstract was brought in it should he set 
up in type from the original — if it was a short one not 
requiring more than the work of one compositor for a 
given time — that it should he put in a box with glass 
over it to protect it ; but that if it was lengthy it should 
lie photographed, and the photographic copy cut up and 
howled to several compositors, each of whom would put 
his piece in the galley, from which the stereotype is 
taken? — Quite so — after it is proved. That is the 
wliftle process. 

32. Would not you require a separate matrix and 
a separate stereotype block for each grantor ? — Cer- 
tainly ; but the stereotype, though a big thing to talk 
of, is but a small thing to make or work. 

33. You have three blocks for three grantors. Is 
there any difference in the body of the block, or is the 
only difference in the name on the margin on the left 
hand ? — The names arc transposed ih each entry. Take 
a deed with Brown, Jones, and Robinson, as grantors, 
when I have Jones in the margin T have Brown and 
Robinson in the body, and so when Brawn and Robin- 
son, respectively, are on the margin. 

34. Would there be any difficulty in leaving the 
actual body of the abstract intact for all, and merely 
prefixing the name of Robinson to one entry, Jones to 
another, and Brown to the third ? — There would not 
he the slightest difficulty, it would be a vast improve- 
ment on my proposal, and it gets over nearly all trans- 
position at once. 

35. Then, all the gran tore would be in the body of 
abstract? — Yes, and the particular grantor, under 

w kose name the respective entries were made, brought 
ont on the margin. 

3G. We have uow got the stereotype blocks, and 



you have shown us how they are printed ; what do 
you come to next ? — The next thing I want to show 
you is that objections raised as to blocking the 
Lauds Index either do not exist, or can be got over 
if the Ordnance Survey denominations are used, and 
you open an account for each, iis you state in your 
report. I have a hook here to show you that, whether 
in names or lauds, the supposed difficulty of blocking is 
got over. First, you would probably wish me to ex- 
plain, however, the process of printing in manuscript 
character. 

37. You bad better finish the subject you are on 
first ? — I don’t in the slightest degree claim the credit 
(as your Secretary knows, and he has given me great 
assistance in this) of having invented or discovered 
this process which is now known as chromograph ; it 
is the application of it which I claim credit for — the 
application of it to this particular purpose. And I 
may here mention another invention which might pro- 
bably lie made use of — the metalisiug of parchment, 
paper, or linen. When in London, the other day, I 
went down to the works where this invention is in 
use, and dipped my pocket-luindkerchief into the liquid 
used for tins purpose. Before I got home my hand- 
kerchief was perfectly dry, and was, in fact, a thin 
sheet of metal. That is not my invention either : but 
it is used for capsuling bottles, instead of the tinfoil or 
tinsel formerly used. So that in considering the dura- 
bility of paper or parchments, you may now have a 
new factor to consider. 

38. The Lord Chief Baron. — Could a person write 
upon a sheet of paper that had been metalised in that 
way? — Certainly; you would just use more of a 
chemical bite in the ink. [Witness then explained the 
working of the chroniograph.] 

39. The Vice-Chancellor. — What advantage is 
that supposed to have over printing? — My feeling 
is with print, but, if you don’t want to go to that 
trouble, the chromograph is a system of printing with 
this machine in manuscript character. 

40. The Lord Chief Baron. — Without the neces- 
sity of employing tradesmen ? — Yes ; it could be done 
by any of the present staff of the office. 

41. The Lord Chief Justice. — How many impres- 
sions will that one writing on this preparation give? 

Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — It will give from 
twenty to thirty easily. 

Mr. Meldgn, q.c. — I have taken sixty of them, with 
the greatest ease, off the one original. 

42. The Vice-Chancellor. — How do you apply 
that, Mr. Dillon, to the bound book ? — I have a 
wooden bar, in place of the stereotype bar, which bar 
is covered with the chromograpli preparation, and on 
it the original writing is done. I then place the bar 
in the “ damp ” of my machine, as I did the stereo- 
type block, and print as I did from it. 

43. You would first write the entry on paper, trans- 
fer it to a wooden bar, covered with this peculiar sub- 
stance, and print from that? — Yea; and if a copy of 
the Day Book is made in the Registry Office with this 
particular ink, you get as many accurate copies as 
you want of this Day Book and a Names Index all 
right off at once, without the trouble of comparison of 
them. 

44. Has there been any opportunity yet of testing 
the durability of that ink 1 — Thanks to your Secretary, 
I have discovered that we can do it in printing ink. 

Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — What Mr. Dillon 
alludes to is that I got some of the ohromograph pre- 
paration in London, in a tin case, and tho case not 
being full, I put in a piece of a newspaper to fill it up. 
When I got homo I found tliat several words were 
taken off quite clearly upon the preparation. I showed 
it to Mr. Dillon, and what he has done with it 
since I cannot tell. . 

Mr. Dillon . — It was an invaluable discovery. 

45. The Vice-Chancellor.— -Then you go further. 
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Mr. Dillon, and say that that process can be worked 
with printing ink 1 — Yes, and as far as the mechanical 
process is concerned, I conclude by saying try both. 
The Dublin Steam Planting Company will show the 
whole thing worked out, any time you chose to name, 
free of any expense to the Government or to me. 

46. Judge Walsh. — When an abstract is brought 
in, what is the first thing to be done if the second pro- 
cess — the printing in manuscript character — were 
adopted 1 — It would be written out with the cromo- 
graphic ink in the office, and compared, and if correct 
it would be sent or handed to me, and I would put it 
on the index book in its propel' place, just as with the 
stereotype Mock. 

47. The Vice-Chancellor. — It Is copied in "this 
peculiar ink in the Registry Office and compared, and 
once its correctness has been proved, it is impressed 
upon this gelatinous stuff or composition, and it be- 
comes the tiling you pin nt from, instead of the stereo- 
type block 1 — All appearing in manuscript, just like 
lithograph. 

IS. Can you let its sec the actual mode of printing 
in the last method you have described 1 — Yes. I have 
idl the materials here, but it is now late. 

49. But, now with regard to opening books in 
account form for particular denominations I — The Par- 
liamentary Committee iu England have suggested it, 
aud every one who has considered the subject, whether 
the registry is on the Scotch System or otherwise, till 
run in the same line, that if it could be done it would 
be a beautiful thing to have an account opened, so that 
when you took up the Index of a particular denomina- 
tion yon could see every act done against it at a 
moment’s glance. A difficulty was raised by the 
Registrar of Deeds, viz., that it would bring about 
“ blocks.” This does not obtaiu, as I will show you. 
There need not be five minutes' delay in commencing 
either, if the Ordnance Survey names of towulands 
are to be used. 

50. Assume that these are to be the only mimes to 
lie put upon the Registry? — That removes the only 
difficulty. It is admitted that there might be a great 
many more entries upon one townland than another — 
when you have dealt with one townhuid, it might 
be that it would not be acted upon, again until 
the book was finished. Experience shows that if 
a townhuid lias been largely dealt with this year, it is 
unlikely that it will l»e dealt with again for some 
years to come. If a man buys a property now, it is 
not likely that he will lie selling it again immediately. 
That is not the case in this country, though it may 
be so iu foreign countries and in Australia ; conse- 
quently, if there is a large dealing this year with a 
townland, you may rest assm-ed that it won’t be heard 
of again for a long time. It is an. error to assume 
that because say the townland of Blackacre had 130 
entries against it doriug the past ten years, space 
should be left for 130 in the next ten years. Tnafcn d 
of leaving so much blank space, I have devised a means 
of introducing leaves without the possibility of ex- 
tracting one — which is quite as applicable to names 
as to lauds. I have a book here, with the assistance 
of which I can explain 'the system at once. Take a 
particidar name, say Brabazon or Burke. This book 
is locked. The first entry made on the 1st January, 
1880, is Burke or Blackacre. Ten minutes or an 
hour afterwards a name comes in that should take 
precedence. In that case you place the abstract on 
another leaf, and put it into the book in its proper 
place, and as a check I have at the top of the page the 
words, “Immediately preceded by Bright,” should 
that be the name, aud at the bottom the words, 
“ Immediately followed by Burke,” if that be so. 

51. Dr. Elrington, <j.c.— But if there should be 
one between Bright and Burke already 1 — Then it 
would be stamped with sentence “Immediatelyfollowed 
by (say) — Bray and Burke." By that check aleaf cannot 
be taken out. You therefore, begin the system to- 



allotted to certain towulands or names, against wEh 
many acts may have been recorded iu the past tea 
aud on which no acts mny have to be entered for vem* 
to come. Beyond a page I give, no space at all 
[Witness explained book, and its construction 1 A* 
regards the printing, I would ask you to remember that 
whether you adopted the printing in type or in 
manuscript character, this machine is equally npp'ic 
able to introducing either into bound liooks. ‘ The 
arrangements could lie mode to test cither or both. 
If you so desire, let your secretary have sixty abstracts 
Bent down from the Registry Office to the Steam 
Printing Company's office, and see how long it would 
take to have them set in type, stereotyped, and ready 
for me to work from. Then ask how long it would take 
to write up a day book in this peculiar ink, and on this 
composition — which I may say, is very cheap, only 
a pound, not worth talking about, and when you have 
tested both, decide between them. 

52. The Vice-Chancellor. — The stereotype metal 
does not cost much either — the blocks don't, they ate 
all melted again 1 — Quite so. 

53. The only advantage that could lie suggested for 
tho other, is that it cuuld lie done in less time? 

Judge Walsh. — Aud that any mistake in the copy 
would be impossible. 

Suppose you want to try a search made upon the 
two systems, I offer to put up a five year’s book 
with index and abstract together, to test it on this 
system. 

54. The Vice-Chancellor. — What do you mean? 
— I will make up five years if the copies are sent 
down to me from tLe Registry of Deeds Office, or 
rather sent down to your secretary, on this MS. plan 
Under liis eye, I will also pnt up 200 abstracts, or 2(H) 
entiles with tho abstracts attached, free of expense, to 
test the ease of reading or seavcliing from print. I 
remember tlio old searchers — men who were there 
during Mi'. Lane’s inquiry — but gone now — saying “ If 
we could ouly do such a tiling, it would be a great and 
grand improvement," but they thought it impossible. 

55. Is that to put the abstract and index both on 
it? — Yes : aud I will do both for you free of cost — de- 
lighted to tost it in the manner just stated. 

5G. The Lord Chief Baron. — Suppose now, that 
your plan for printing by stereotype was adopted, 
and let us consider an ordinary day’s work in the 
office — I believe there are about sixty or seventy 
deeds registered in tho course of a day — how many 
tradesmen do you consider should be employed in the 
Registry Office with a view to carry out your scheme 
for printing by tradesmen, I mean employes as distin- 
guished from clerks, compositors and tradesmen of 
various descriptions, I will afterwards ask of what 
description they are? — The way in which I worked 
out an answer to such question was this. I noted 
very carefully the time that it would take ten men 
to do it all, and I think ten men are more than 
sufficient to do it, and they would do it within two 
and a half horn's each day. 

57. You would require ton tradesmen in the Registry 
of Deeds Office — compositors, printers and all? i®i 
but I could suggest a more economical and better 
plan. Those men would not be occupied in the early 
part of the day, .because the deeds come in then veiy 
slowly. It is only after the court business is overt 
they come in with a rush. Therefore I would sugg®* 
to send an officer down with the abstracts to e 
Queen’s printer’s, and in about fifteen or sign 11 
minutes the whole of the work could be done, an in 
the form of stereotype blocks. I am anxious may® 
should see this done. If you send down sixty abs • 
to the Dublin Steam Printing Company they 

set up in something like fifteen minutes. , o 

58. Is your suggestion then that the printings o 
not be done in the office?— Inasmuch as Lan^ 
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grates Court deeds are printed in a public printing 
office, tliere is no reason why the abstracts should not 
be dono also in a printing office. If you give a deed 
to be copied out by a scrivenevy clerk in the Registry 
Office, is there any reason why it should not be dono 
in print in the Government Printing Office. If you 
said to me to-morrow “We want this done in the most 
economical way, and intrust the work to you as our 
engineer," J would take it down to the Government 
printing office photographed, or in a glass case, liave it 
A .t, U p in type, proved by an official from the Registry, 
,iud returned there in the form of a stereotypo block. 
Ju this way you cotild start to-morrow without getting 
up a printing establishment in the Registry Office. 
But. von might try both. Ten men would do it all, 
but they would be idle in the morning and working 
utter hours. I would keep two men working con- 
stautly, and when a rush came I would take the work 
down to the Government Printing Office, and have 



the stereotype blocks up and printed into the books p,-, r . ret- 
read)' for the morning. ‘ 

59. Judge Walsh. — How many of those printing Abr. 11, au 
presses would you require ? — Two— one for lands and n fT“ 
one for names. A Dillon ' 

CO. Would they do all the work i — Yes. 

61. The Vice-Chancellor. — We will now adjourn 
the further consideration of your invention to this 
day week, and in the meantime I would wish yon to 
consider the best mode of having it done in the office, 
for there me many and obvious objections to sending 
such documents to a public printing office, or out of 
the Registry of Deeds Office. 

62. The Lord Chief Bahon. — Persons searching 
would be able to search on the rough day book while 
these abstracts were being made up. 

Mi'. Madden. — That is all they have to work 
on now for a longer period. 



November 13, 1879. 



Mr. Mark Perrin. Registrar, Judgment Registry Office, examined. 



03. Vice-Chancellor. — You have sent us in a very 
full return of the staff and organization of your office. 
(Infra, p. 132, die.) Now, you have two sets of judg- 
ments to deal with in your office, one the judgments pre- 
ceding 1S50, and the other the judgments subsequent 
to 1850. And they are subject to quite different con- 
siderations. Those before 1S50 affecting lands, and 
those since 1850 not affecting lands. What is the 
object of the registering judgments obtained since 
18301 — In case of bankruptcy the law says that unless 
they are registered within twenty-one days from the 
signing, they shall be deemed fraudulent and void 
against the assignees. 

64. Are the official searches mode for judgments 
obtained since 1S50 numerous ? — No. Only one or 
two each year. 

65. Those are searches of which you have to give 
certificates! — Yes. 

66. How do the public ascertain the registra- 
tion of these judgments for commercial purposes! — I 
think it is through publications known as “ Black 
Lists.” Gentlemen connected with them search every 
week in my office, and the judgments registered are 
published in the lists. 

67. That is the class of people who principally go 
<lowu and inspect the books in your office for judg- 
ments obtained since 1850?— Yes ; but several of the 
public come also. I cannot .tell what them object is. 

I think, however, few of the mercantile community 
ever come. It is only for purposes connected with 
the sale or mortgage of land that they come. 

6$. That is os to the judgments before 1S50 1 — Yes ; 
hut they frequently have directions to make searches 
for judgments in general terms, and they are not. con- 
tent with making searches for recognizances, crown 
lwnds, and lis pendens, but go on and search the o there 
also. 

69. Are there different classes of books kept for the 
two sets of judgments! — Yes — one set of books for 
recognizances, crown bonds, lis pendens, and judgments 
obtained before 1850 — these are all charges on lands 
— and another set of books for judgments obtained 
since 15th July, 1850. 

70. Are the searches for charges on land numerous ? 
— About two thousand six hundred a year is the 
general average. 

71. I believe you sent in pattern sheets of your 
hooks in a return in reply to queries addressed to you 
by our Secretary? {Infra, p. 134.) — Yes, on 14th 
June, 1878. 

72. And we may take that return now as part of 



your evidence here ? — Oh, certainly. You asked me 
for a description of nil the different books in my office, 
ami I mentioned them at the beginning of that return. 
{Infra, p. 132.) 

73. What do you mean by the appropriate 
register there ? — I mean whichever of the two classes 
of books we have in the office would be the appropriate 
one. 

74. As to the second class of books, you say they 
arc iu dictionary older of two letters ! — Yes. 

75. Why did the salaries fall off in 1877 and 1S7S i 
— Because one of the clerks died, and the vacancy 
among the junior clerks thus caused was not filled up. 

70. Has your staff not been filled up? — No ; but it 
is the stall' I have named in this return. 

77. You have your full number of clerks? — No. 
The full number is set out in Lord O’Hagan’s Act, but 
I liave enough. 

7S. You have not the full number named in the 
Act '? — No. 

79. How many more were named in the Act than 
you have ? — There were three junior clerks. 

80. And you have only two ? — Yes. 

81. The Lord Chief Baron. — You have enough at 
all events'? — Yes. 

82. Conld you tell me the number of judgments 
before the 15th of July, 1S50, re-registered within the 
last 5 years! — Yes j this return shows it to be 2,030, 
and you will find there the five years before that also.-j 

83. The Vice-Chancellor. — How much was that 
—3,353. 

S4. The Lord Chief Baron. — Of judgments before 
July, 1S50, re-registered within that live years t— Yes. 

85. The Vice-Chancellor. — There has been a 
falling-off in the five years as compared with the pre- 
vious quinquennial period ? — Yes. They fail off about 
36 per cent, each five years. 

86. The Lord Chief Baron. — I find that iu 1865 
as many as 4,324 judgments were re-registered ? — Yes. 

87. Mr. Madden. — And in 1870 it fell down to 
2,794, and the next fifth year, viz., 1875, to 1,316! — 
Yes. 

88. The Lord Chief Baron. — These are the only 
ju figments in your office now that it would be neces- 
sary for the purchasers of real estate to search for ? 
Yes. 

89. Would you give me the number of other instru- 
ments registered — that is, crown bonds and recogniz- 
ances! — Yon will find that also in my return of the 
14th of June, 1878.* 



* App. to 1st Report, p. 147. 
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‘JO. Mr. Madden. — I presume, Mr. Perrin, though 
the return does not state so distinctly, that there are 
crown bonds and recognizances re-registered, and thiB 
figure includes the re-registrations 1 ? — -Yes. 

91 . The Lord Chief Baron. — That is, there would 
be 3,350 entries in your office in reference to charges 
upon real estate 1 — Yes. 

92. Now, could you give me roughly about how 
many official searches you have in the course of the 
year for charges upon real estate 1 ? — About 2,000 in the 
year. 

93. And about how many official searches Lave 
you for instruments not charges upon real estate ? — 
About one or two. 

94. Then I may say there hardly ever is a search of 
that description ?— Hardly ever. 

95. In fact, search about those other instruments 
would be only for information us to personal credit, 
and usually such searches would be confined to acts 
that took place a short time before 1 — Yes. 

9G. What, staff, in your opinion, would be required 
for the office, provided the books containing the charges 
upon retd estate were transferred to the Registry 
Office ? — I think we would require the same staff, 
except the two searching clerks. I think that tho 
entries that are charged upon land don’t come to 
more than about 700 a year on the average, and 

97. I thought you said about 2, GOO ? — No ; the 
searches would be about 2,600, but there would only 
be about 700 entries of judgments, the. 

98. At all events the searching clerks would not 
be required 1 ? — No. 

99. What should lie then the staff of the office, 
in your opinion?— I don’t thiuk a Registrar, as 
a separate officer, would be required. At West- 
minster one of the Masters of the Common Pleas 
Division bolds the office of Registrar of Judgments. 

I think u chief clerk, as at present, and a second dork, 
and two others would be required. There ought, I 
think, to be four clerics. 

100. And the substantial work at which that staff 
would lie engaged would be registering judgments and 
entering satisfactions upon the Registries? — Yes; 
and in assisting the public coming there to make 
searches. 

101. Are there many searches made by the public in 
reference to acts that are not charges upon veal estate ? 
— A good many by those people representing the 
Black List, and people of that description, and some 
by the general public too, but far the greater number 
by the Black List people. 

102. The judgments at present are registered by a 
separate memorandum being brought in each case, 
and handed in to you, containing various particulars 1 
— Yes. (See form infra, p. 134.) 

103. And that memorandum is signed by one of the 
officers of the court in which the judgment is obtained, 
and stamped ? — Yes. 

104. Do you see any practical difficulty to pre- 
vent the clerks in the divisional offices — say, for in- 
stance, in the office of the Exchequer division — sending 
you down at the end of each day a list of the judgments 
prepared in the form in which your book is now kept J 
— I do not. 

105. And of your making entries in your book 
from that official list ? — I don’t see any difficulty in 
that. 

106. That would save the parties the expense 
that there is at present of the preparation of separate 
memorandums ?— Yes. 

107. And probably the time of the clerk in the 
divisional office would not be occupied to a greater 
extent than at present, in checking these separate 
memorandums which they are obliged to sign 1 — I 
should say not. 

108. I want more to see what Mr. Perrin’s view 
of the subject is. But if those memoranda were 



sent down every day from each of the three divi- 
sions, upon paper in a particular- form, retained in 
the office as your authority, bound up at the end 
of tho year, that would be your authority for 
entering the judgment? — Yes; the same authority 
as now, with the separate memorandums. 

109. And that would render the work of the clerks 
in your office something less than it is — there is con- 
siderable time occupied in receiving separate memor- 
andums from several poisons? — Yes. 

110. You would Hint make a transcript of this list? 
—Yes. 

111. Anil then index it in dictionary order? — The 
current hook is kept in dictionary order-. 

112. Then, if the judgments sent down from the 
divisions wove filed, and the entries from that list 
made iu alphabetical order — that is all that would re- 
quire to be done in your office 1 — I thiuk so ; or even 
less would then lie necessary. All that you would 
want to do would be to make a dictionary of these 
memorandums that come every day. 

113. And it would require to have these entered in 
dictionary order? — If 1 bird uu index in dictionary 
order, and you sent me down twelve names on oue 
sheet, and I filed that as you sent it down to me each 
day, with a dictionary index, I would require to make 
no other entry. 

114. You would enter the names of the persons 
against whom the judgments issued in their proper 
place in the index ? — Yes. 

115. The V iOE-C)iANCEiil.OR. — Are tho entries at 
present made iu any ono book in chronological order 
as they come in 1 — Yes ; in tho day-book, which only 
gives tho name of tho defendant, surd the class of 
instrument registered. 

110. And from what are the other indexes or 



registers compiled? — From the memorandums ; the 
memorandums are then punned on for that purpose. 

117. The Lord Chief Baiion.— T hose official lists 
that I suggest, would, iu tho first instance, supply 
the place of tho day-book, and also tlie place of the 
separate memoranda ? — They would. 

118. Do you sog anything to prevent that book 
being kept in a central office belonging to all the divi- 
sions of the Supremo Court, such as the new office of 
record of writs would bo ? — I do not ; if it is a central 
office. 

119. It must be a central office — it cannot be an 
office of any one division ? — Yes ; that iB what I 
think we are at present j wo are a central office. 

120. I am not dealing with tho question of whether 
your office should not bo amalgamated with it, hut 
with tho question of what is tho cheapest and best 
way of accomplishing this end. Do you see any in- 
convenience if the books of your office, which exclu- 
sively deal with charges upon real estate, were trans- 
ferred to the Registry of Deeds?— No ; I think they 
onght to be transferred to the Registry of Deeds Office. 
I have said so before. 

121. Then, subject to the question of what the 

particular office should be in which the books are to 
be kept which contain judgments, not charges upon 
land, you would substantially agree in the recom- 
mendation of our report 1 — Yes. ' 

122. Mx-. Madden.— In one particular the lists 
supplied officially from the courts would be more per- 
fect, because now the duty of registration is thrown 
upon the party that registers, whereas under the o or 
proposal the officer of court would supply aU tlia 
information ? — Yes ; but then that might lead to a 
great number of useless registrations, for often a ju g 
ment is paid off at once and never registered. . 

123. Bat it would be more complete!— Much more 

complete. . , 

124. Have you any means of forming an idea as 
to what proportion of judgments actually enteie pas 
into your office?— More than four-fifths, I should ray. 

125. Then I don’t suppose that, having regard 
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the 1 looks kept upon your present system of diction- 
ary „vder of two letters, there would lie any diffi- 
eultv in accommodating those hooks to the huger 
number of judgments that would come in under the 
svstem proposed by the Chief Baron ? — Oh, no ; but 
I should mention tlmt at present, judgments that are 
under £20, under recent rules of the High Court of 
Justice, are not registered ; and if all the j udgmenta 
were to come in, all the .£20 judgments would be 
included, which would bring in a large number that 
we have not at present. 

126. Judge Walsh. — Would it interrupt your busi- 
ness to have a list sent, down at the end of each day, 
instead of the judgments being sent in as now during 
the day one by one? — They would not be entered up as 
quickly ns at present. Now they arc entered up the 
moment they nre brought in, but they could not be 
entered up under the system you suggest until the 
next day. 

127. They could be entered up tlmt night, coidd 
they not ? — No ; if we got thirty judgments sent down 
to us at the end of the day, after the other offices 
dose, I don’t think they could be entered up as 
quickly, at all e.vents, as imder the present system. 

12$! Mr. Mel don, q.c. — W hat is the average num- 
ber of judgments registered? — About +,000 is the 
annual average of judgments registered ; in many years 
(this year, for instance), we have had many more. We 
count, however, between +,000 and 5,000 ns our 
average. 

129. Cau yon say what is the largest number of 
judgments registered in oue day ? — I cannot tell you. 
There have been more registered this year than in 
any year since I came to the office. 

130. Wlmt would bo a fair daily average in busy 
times ? — About thirty a day. 

131. Excluding the iptusticin of searching for judg- 
ments as acts affecting land, what is your opinion as 
to the use of registration of judgments 1 — There is a 
clause of the Bankruptcy Act that requires them to 
be registered within twenty-one days, and unless there 
are books like those kept in my office the public would 
have no ready means of knowing what judgments had 
been so entered up. 

132. The Bankruptcy Act of 1857 requires the 
registration of judgments — excluding that also, is the 
only use of registration to afford information for com- 
mercial purposes — judgments filed since 1850? — Yes. 

133. You were asked about having a central office 
for the registration of judgments. Suppose that a 
memorandum of all the judgments in the Exchequer 
Division was sent to the Queen’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, and registered in the offices, respectively, of 
those divisions, and that in the same way. Queen’s 
Bench and Common Pleas judgments were sent to the 
Exchequer, and so on, would there be any objection 
to that system instead of having a central office ? — 
That would be substituting three registration offices 
for one as at present, and it would give a great deal 
of additional trouble — entering three times in place 
of only once. 

. 134. I understood you to say there were only thirty 
judgments a day registered — if they were spread over 
all the divisions there would not be much lubour in 
entering them? — There would be three times the labour 
there is at present, at all events. 

135. The Vice-Chancellor. — Did yon ever con- 
sider how long it takes to register a judgment ? — From 
five to ten minutes. 

136. In your class of books? — Yes. A long Us 
pendens, however, where there are a great number of 
Bames, takes a greater time than one of another class. 

137. Mr. Armstrong. — What would you think of 
going back to the old plan — registering the judgment 
a 6ainst the defendant, and letting the judgment book 
of the divisional court be the index ? — It would be a 
greater trouble to the public. A central office would 
be better, and I don’t see what would be gained by 
.your proposal. 



138. You would get rid of the registry of judgments 
altogether ? — You should have a separate clerk in each 
office to enter up these judgments, and would it not be 
better to have them in my office. 

139. Is not there a judgment book kept in each of 
these divisional offices, with the judgments eutered up 
in the names of the plaintiffs ? — Yes. 

1+0. Aud under the old practice it was eutered in 
tlie name of the defendant?— Yes. 

141. That is what I suggest — my idea was that 
your office might be got rid of altogether in that way ? 
— My idea would be to have tlie information for the 
public as much as possible in one department. 

142. Then you propose to get rul ef tlie indexes 
kept in the divisional courts altogether? — Yes. I 
don’t see what good the} - are. 

1+3. The Lord Chirp Baron. — Yon would not ob- 
juct to the divisional com-ts keeping an index if they 
required it for the puiposes of the office ? — Oh, no. 

144. Each court must keep an index of tlie various 
cases, showing tlie acts done in each, and necessarily 
must keep a list of judgments in it? — Yes; as the 
cose book is now kept it must necessarily be such a 
record. 

1+5. Mr. Meldox, q.c. — At present, if a jierson 
wants to make a search for a judgment for commercial 
puiposes, must he not search : not only the registry of 
judgments, but the books in the different divisions of 
the courts ? — Yes. 

1+6. For, in the first place, you exclude small judg- 
ments ? — Yes. 

147. And in tlie next place there is a considerable 
number of judgments not registered at all? — There are 
some. 

1+8. So that if you had a central office you would 
have to search that central office and the divisional 
offices as well ? — No ; not if the Chief Baron's plan 
were carried out, for the officer of each divisional 
coiu*t would then send to the central office a retiu-u of 
all judgments in his court 

1+9. Wlmt is the cost of registration of ajudgment? 
— Tlie costs out of pocket are about 7s., there heing 
6s. fid. stamp duly. 

150. But it costs a defendant £1 ? — Yes. 

1 51 . Mr. Madden. — Is there any cbaige made to 
the public for band searches ? — Yes — Is. 

152. And for that anyone can search everything in 
the office ? — Yes. 

153. The Vice-Chancellor. — How many clerks 
are at present employed in your office in indexing ? — 
Two clerks — a junior clerk and a writing clerk. We 
are allowed to use his temporary services during the 
vacancy caused by Mr. Cathrew’s death, which has not 
been filled up. 

154. Do you approve of the system of bringing in 

writing clerks to discharge duties of such a nature?— 
Certainly not. . 

155. Don’t you think there is a considerable risk 
incurred from not having such work done by regularly 
trained men? — There is, certainly. 

156- The position of ajudgment in regard to priority 
might be altogether lost by the neglect of an inex- 
perienced writing clerk brought ini — We always 
compare their work ; one of the clerks must always 
have all work done by a writing clerk compared. 

157. The Lord Chief Baron. — Do you think that 
the work of indexing judgments of this description is 
properly the work of a writing clerk at all?— I do not. 

168. Mr.. Meldon, q.o.— Do you find at tunes extra 
pressure put on you for searches for judgments ]— les. 
During the busy times of the year - there are always 
more searches made. For instance, in November and 
May there are more than at other periods of the year- 

159. But that only applies to acts affecting land, 
and there are practically no official searches for 
information where lands are not concerned 
should say that there are but few band searches made 
during vacation, but in the busy time of the year there 
are very many hand searches. 
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1G0. What number of volumes of books have yon in 181. And do you continue on with other names in 
use in your office altogether ? — The books for registering the original book if there is room, or do you transfer 
judgments amount to 28, and each, what I call a book, everything to the new book when a block occurs ; for 
is divided into four volumes. Of the new scries of instance, suppose there is a folio open for « John 
books, we are now using volume No. 23, which is not Jones,” and that being a frequent name, the folio nets 
divided. fitted, but bl tbe fol io for “ John Simpson,” there are 

1G1. If the books affecting lands were transferred to only half the number of names, what do you do then 
the Registry of Deeds Office there would be then but a block having arisen under the name of John Jones ! 
28 volumes ? — Twenty-eight books; but each book con- — We continue tho entries against that name in the 
sisting of four large volumes. brat unoccupied page of the current book, putting 

1G2. And would that embrace all the books con- “ John Jones ” at the head of it, and the words “con- 
taming entries affecting lands at present in use i — Not tinned from book so and so, page so and so,” writing 
affecting lands. at foot of the page where the block has arisen the 

1G3. The Vice-Chancellor. — What Mr. Perrin words “ continued in book so and so, page so and so.” 
said was that if the books that you mentioned — the 182. And do you work on the name of John Simp- 

boolcs relating to laud — were taken away, there would son still in the old book ?• -Yes. 
be 28 books, each consisting of four volumes. 183. The Lord Chief Baron. — And by following 

101. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — How many books have you up these references at the bottom of each page, yon 
at present containing entries of acts affecting land ? — discover to all the acts against that man 1 — 'Yes. 

There was no separation of the hooks till 1872. Since 184. The Vice-Chancellor. — H ow do you construct 

1872 we have 23 books. We are now in No. 23 of the indexes to these registers? — When we first begin 
all acts affecting lands that have been recorded since an index it is in alphabetical form, a page going to each 
the 11th of January, 1S72. letter. We then enter the names chronologically, as 

1G5. And those are the books that it would be the judgments come in under their proper letter, and 
necessary to transfer to the Registry of Deeds ? — Yes. at the end of the year wc break that into dictionary 
16G. Mr. Madden. — A nd they are kept in ledger order, and at the end of two years the same way. At 
form like an ordinary merchant’s ledger? — Yes. At the beginning of this year from January, 1872, to the 
the head of the page the name is entered, and then end of 187S, was indexed in that way, and that is all in 
whatever is entered against that name is put on in dictionary order. We keep a current index for the 
chronological order. current year. 

167. The Vice-Chancellor. — T hen is there one ac- 1S5. And that index will show you the ledger and 
„ count against each separate individual? — Not against the folio of the man you want ? — Yes. 

each individual, but oue against all having the same 18G. Therefore, if there were half a dozen accounts 
Christian name and surname, for instance, all the in the name of John Jones, you will find them allre- 
“ John Jones” on one page, and all the “ David ferred to in that index ? — No ; the index will only refer 
Jones ” on another, and so on. you to the first account of John J ones. 

168. And how are those arranged in the book? — 187. Suppose we talco a common name like John 

As they come in, in chronological order. Each folio Jones — of which there are a great number — when you 
is paged iu chronological order, and we have an index look to the index you -will see the entries of all these 
of that, kept in dictionary order. different ledgers and different folios in which that name 

169. They are entered then altogether irrespec- occurs? — No; the index will only give you the first 

tive of their dictionary order, just like a merchant’s folio in which tho account for John. Jones was opened, 
ledger, and you get access to them by the index? — and at the end of that folio you will find a reference 
Yes. which tells the book and folio to which the account 

170. Do you find any inconvenience from that sys was carried forward. 

tern? — None in the world. 188. Judge Walsh. — A nd that saves repeated 

171. Don’t you find it a vast improvement on the entries? — Yes. 

late system? — Oh, yes, a wonderful improvement. 189. The Vice-Chancellor. — T he index having 

172. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — H ow many entries are first referred you to where John Jones’s account was 
necessary to effect a complete registration of a judg- first opened, you depend upon that folio to tell you 
ment ? — First, the entry in the day-book, and, second, where the account was transferred to ? — Yes. 

the entry in the register. 190. Do you find that to work well ? — Yes. 

173. The Lord Chief Baron. — A nd the indexing 191. Is there any inconvenience at all in transfer- 

ofthem? — Yes. ring the accounts from one hook to another in that 

174. The Vice-Chancellor. — T his system is en- way? No. 

tirely applicable to judgments and other charges upon 192. Do you ever make a transfer to another folio 
lands ? — Yes. in game book ? — We may do .so once or twice, the 

175. They are the charges that arc entered in ledger occasion arises. 

form ? — Yes. 193 , j£ there were a number of blank pages at the 

17G. The judgments since 1850 are entered at once end of your book, when the first block arises would 

in alphabetical order in the other books from the you do that? — There are no blank pages. We fill ip 

memorandums themselves, there having been first an that ledger chronologically, each page. When fresh 
entry made in the day-hook ? — Exactly. charges come in a new account is opened. 

177. And are the charges against land, including 194. Mr. Madden. — C ould you tell us how long 

judgments before 1850, entered in tbe day-book 1 — Yes, one of the usual five yeai-s’ searches for judgments— 
every thing is entered in the day-book as they come lis pendens, recognizances, <fcc., took before the 
in. adoption of the present system? — It would have 

178. Mr. Madden. — Y ou keep a current index of taken about a fortnight, but that would depend 

names in alphabetical order, and then you. consolidate very much upon what the name was. For instance, 
it in dictionary order '? — Yes. At the end of each year ffi “Smith” they had to look over about two or 
we make a full dictionary index. three thousand. But as soon as the clerks made a 

179. The Vice-Chancellor.— I n the registry of search against John Jones, for instance, they made on a 

charges upon land you have a new book every year ?— slip of paper a return of all the entries that were found 
Usually, but we only open a new book according as an against that name, and they kept that slip ; and- u 
did one is finished. another requisition for a search came in they wouM 

180. And how do you carry forward your account only take up the search from tho date where that sup 
from one book to another %— We put at the end of ended. Accordingly, we had slips in the office tea 
the page, “ carried on in book” so and so, at pages so went back to 1844. 

and so. 195. The Vice-Chancellor.— A nd was it the pre- 
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tice to depend oa tlio entries found on a previous 
search without making a fresh seiu-oh 1 — Yes. If they 
had not depended on those slips they would not have 
trot through the work iu n year. 

° 196. Were there no indexes ? — None at all then. 

197. Hr. Madden. — And that search that used to 
tike about a fortnight, how long does it take now? — 
About five minutes. 

198. Between the lodgment of a requisition for a 
search and the return made what interval of time is 
there generally? — They are ready the day but one 
after the requisition is lodged. 

199. The V ioe-Giiancedlou. — Do you think it 
would he convenient that all hills of sale that are 
now registered in the Queen's Bunch should he re- 
gistered in your otlice with the judgments since 1850 ? 
—I do. 

200. What would ho the advantage of that? — The 
people who search for judgments since 1850 are those 
who wish to find acts affecting the credit of individuals, 
and bills of side are of the same character. 

201. And I suppose a hills of sale registry index 
could he constructed ou the same principle ns the one 
you have for judgments ? — Yes. 

202. Mr. M eldon, q.c. — You were asked a question 
now about hills of sale, and I understood you to say 
that the [lersous seavcliing for them were merely jter- 
sous wanting information for commercial purposes 1 — 
Yes. 

203. And are not they usually jicrsons who want 
to know what • acts have been done affecting certain 
personal property — more a search against personal 
property than against the position of the person who 
gave the bill of sale ? — I think not. I would have 
thought that the searcher would lie anxious to discover 
how the person searched against whs circumstanced. 
People seldom, if ever, when they see a hill of solo of 
furniture, require to know about the amount of the 
furniture of -the person against whom it liiis been 
registered — it is about himself. 

204. The Vice-Chancellor. — Don’t you consider 
that the question of credit depends in some respects 
upon whether a man has executed a hill of sale of 
his furniture, and that it would he valuable informa- 
tion for persons who wanted to test a man's credit? 
— I think so. 

205. Of course hills of sale may be searched for for 
other purposes, but is not that one of the reasons for 
searching for them ? — Yes. 

20G. The Chief Baiion. — I s not it a fact that there 
w publications in which those searches are published 1 
—Yes, such os the “ Block List.” 

207. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — Do yon see any great 
necessity for giving facilities to persons requiring in- 
formation in that way by having a central registra- 
tion office 1 — I do not know. 

208. The Lord Chief Baron. — You say there is 
4 stamp duty of one shilling for a hand search in your 
office. And if a person wishes to search against twenty 
•afferent names he need only pay you one shilling ? — 
Oh, no ; he ought to pay one shilling for every person 
•sgauist whom he searches. 

209. But are not the books open to him ? — Yes. 



210. Do the people representing these black list Evidence. 

publications pay yon one shilling for each name 

against whom they search I — They pay me one shilling A’ob. is. is 7S. 
against each munc they take out. — ~ . 

211. And do they get the extracts from you — I T ' ' " 
thought they made their notes themselves? — They do 

make them themselves ; they moke their own notes. 

212. From the way your hooks are broken up in 
divisions have you any menus of checking a man — 
preventing his taking acts out against more than one 
name ? — Jt is left very much to their own honour, and 
must be so. 

213. Do not tbo black list gentlemen take par- 
ticulars of everyone of the judgments entered in the 
week ? — They don't take them all. 

214. I thought they published all. What is the 
class they don’t take ? — T don’t know ; it rests with 
themselves, but they don’t take them all. 

215. Do you think it would conduce more to 
the regularity of the office if there were a certain, 
stamp duty for a search against any particular person, 
mill that a search against no other person were per- 
mitted on iliac stamp? — That is what we do at 
present. 

216. But are not you aware that that is every day 
systematically violated ? — It is to some extent. 

217. And you are aware of the persons hv whom 
it is violated ? — Yes. 

218. The Vice-Chancellor. — But if you found 
that a man who had paid you one shilling for a search 
against one name, lind taken out acts against other 
names, would yon have power to charge him for it ? — 

I have no check upon him; lxo must be given the 
hooks to make his search, and unless there is n clerk 
to lie stationed at every man's elbow to see what he is 
writing down there could be no check upon him. The 
only way of checking it would he to keep books in 
the ledger system, and when a man asked for acts 
against a certain individual, showing liirn only the 
one account opened against him. 

219. And then there would lie no possibility of his 
getting, without your knowledge, to a different account 
than that for which he had paid 1 — No. 

220. The Chief Baron. — Are you aware of the 
names of the persons by whom those lists are pre- 
pared, or whether any unusual facility is afforded by 
the clerks in the office to those who prepare those 
black lists ? — Oh, no, they get no unusual facilities. 

221. But you find that you are wholly unable to 
prevent them taking more information out of the 
! looks than they have paid for ? — No ; we have to 
trust to their honour. 

222. And you know that they violate that i — For 
every name they take out they give me a stamp. 

223. I don’t understand you? — Say Stubbs takes 
out so many names. He takes the list, and he pub- 
lishes it, and then he refers me to his publication, and 
I see that a stamp is given for each name he has pub- 
lished. 

224. Oh, I see ; that is very fail- — he publishes no 
name he does not give you a stamp for. 

225. The Vice-Chancellor. — And you have no 
check like that upon ordinary persons ? — No. 
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James M'Donnell, Examiner in tlie Landed Estates Court, and Recorder of Titles, examined. 



226 The Vice-Chancellor.— What is the staff in _ 243. Tim Lord Chief BARON-.—When the record 

die Record of Title Office ?— Two— myself and an is closed .wliat becomes of the tide deeds?— They 

assistant. . , . .i . 244. And what title has the owner? Sunnosp 

227. You are not exc mvre Z, Jud „ e I buy an estate in the Landed Estates Court, and fail 

duty though ? I am no , ° to give the necessary notice that that estate is not to 



2- , 7. You are not ® 'Pvninliier to Judce I buy an estate in the Landed Estates Court, ami foil 
duty though ? I am no , ° to give the necessary notice that that estate is not to 



Ormsby as well. j l0 recorded, you get hold of my deeds, and put it on 

228. Does the Record of Title occupy much of your thc recovd) ftnd then i take steps to have it removed, 

time? — No. what title do I get if you don’t give me back mv 

229. Your assistant is Mr. Topham, I believe? deeds? — You get a certificate of title. 

Yes. . . 245. And have you considered what the best dis- 

230. And is he exclusively occupied in the registry p 0Sa i 0 f the deeds you have of the records of title 



of title business ? — No. 

231. Then, if the registry of titles was discontinued, 240. A 
it would make no difference in the staff — it would still no t a t all. 
be retained in discharging tlieiv other duties?— Not 2 47. T1 
the least difference. remain w 



would he ? — To be kept where they are. 

240. And not given back to the parties? — Oh, no; 



247. Then the only question is whether they should 
remain whore they are or be sent to the Registry 



232. Is there any additional salary given to cither Office? — They are not very numerous, and I think 
of you for the registry of titles business ? — There is they should be left with us. 

snvnfi additional salary given to Mv. Topham — I think 218. Mr. Mellon. q.c. — The only deeds you have 



some additional salary given to Mv. Topham — 1 tlimk 218. Mr. Meldon. Q.c. — The only deeds you have 

£60 or £70 a year. I get £200 a year extra tor loose are deeds dealing with property after title lias 
doing vacation duty. I am obliged to be there for the been recorded ? — We have no deeds loose. We hind 

whole vacation. them all after a time. 

233. Judge OaaiSBV. — Those are both of a tem- 249. But there ore other deeds in your custody, me 
porary nature, however ? — Yes. there not, of estates passing through the Lauded Estate 



234 The Vice-Chancellor. — What number of Court, besides those which are recorded ? — Those deeds 
books are required for the Record of Title depart- are in the custody of another officer, and they are all 
men t? There are some half dozen books. I gave kept in tin boxes separately. 



the exact number in the return I sent in. {Infra, 
p. 13S.) 

235. The Lord Chief Baron. — Are there not 



250. The Lord Chief Baron. —But you keep those 
not its a Record of Titles office, but as representing 
the Landed Estates offices ? — Yes. W e have an officer 



some original deeds lodged in the office too ? — A great who lias nothing else to do hut keep that depart- 

number of original deeds are lodged. We retain the men t. 



deeds and give a certificate of title. 



251. Mr. Mellon, q.c. — A bout how many deeds 



236. Could you give us any idea of the extent have you in your custody ? — About sixteen volumes, 
of the original deeds you have — it might be containing in all about 1,200 documents, 
necessary that provision should be made for the 252. Dealing with property since the Record of 
custody of these elsewhere ?— -I could^not tell you as Titles Act — Do you sec any advantage iu trans- 



to the number of original deeds. We have all the fening those deoils to the Registry of Deeds Office if 
original deeds referring to the recorded estates, the Record of Title system was abandoned ?— Except 



and I think there are about 500 or GOO of them — for their security there would be no advantage in doing 

then there are the transfers or other dealings with t p at _ pfo.y are no t numerous, and wc could keep 



recorded estates about as many more, probably from them very well where they are. 
1,200 to 1,400 documents iu all. 



253. They are just as safe ill the Landed Estates 



' 237. The Vice-Chancellor.— Are there any origi- Couvfc whore there are an immense number of other 
nal deeds prior to the Landed Estates Court convey- deeds? think it would be better to keep them there 



mces 1— No. Ttu record ill uadi ciuiu opens witli the fol . , lt lon3t . 

wnTOwmoe from the Landed Estates Court. . _ . ~ „ , , 



254. But as far as the registration of them is con- 



238. And what became of the deeds brought in for cei . nec { t ] mt won i<] appear on a search in the Registry 
the purpose of preparing that ?— Those are iu the of DeedB office ?— Yes. 



Deeds Office of the Landed Estates Court. 

239. And have nothing to do with you ? — No. 



255. The Lord Chief Baron.— There may be 
estates the title to which is recorded, and m reference 



240. Would they be returned to the parties in time to which no act whatever appears on the registry 
if the matter had passed out of the Lauded Estates Yes. • . 



Court aud the estate been recorded with you ?— Not 256. And if I go up to search for acts relating 



unless they related to other lands besides the recorded esta t e I find nothing in the Registry Office?- 

lands. No. 



lands. No. . , 

241. Is it necessary to keep those deeds that pass 2 57 Nothing in the Registry Office to tell metnat 
through your office?— Yes. We have an immense ^ has' a recorded estate?— Oh, there is, for when a 
number of deeds. They me only given back when fcitle jg recor( i e( i W e send a memorial of that to me 



they deal with lands outside those recorded. We are TterriBtrar of Deeds. 
.Lni.t flint. You know that wn« kow ° 



very careful about that. You know that was how 
Sadlier committed some of his frauds. He got hold of 



^registrar oi j^eeua. 

258. The Vice-Chancellor— The original rere_ 

of title is recorded or registered in the Keg ? 



some old deeds, and managed then to mortgage the “T e “ 

Parliamentary title as well as the original title. We , rtl4 „ anfP ,i and that that trans- 

are very careful, therefore, not to let them go, but 259. Suppose that m niort ag , does it 

sometimes they relate to other property, us I have action goes through the Rec at least it 

said, and then we must give them out ; but iu that appear upon the Registry oi -Ut-eus t— 
case’ they are stamped with au office stamp, which ought not. j,.,.,, Wart mint 

nuts people on their guard. 260. Then all the information upon 



are very careful, therefore, not to let them go, but 259. Suppose that m nioi^ag , does i4 

sometimes they relate to other property, us I have action goes through the Rec at least it 

said, and then we must give them out ; but iu that appear upon the Registry oi -Ut-eus *— 



puts people on then- guard. 260. Then all tiie information “]“^ Yea . 

242. But when a title is recorded, you keep all be got from the Record of ' i wouldril 

i -1 j . I.i.: nti if i-lnl nffinn wp.re ClOSCQ now 



the deeds and documents relating exclusively to it ? — 261. And if that office were close n0 «- 

Yus. those transactions to found I— So l»r » s ”"0 

Printed image digitised by llic University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

3 digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




APPENDIX. 



material to the title they would he grouped in a certi- 
ficate of title that we would give out — this you know 
would depeud on the particular mode by which you 
would by law close the record. Suppose you said that 
no further entries should be mode after a certain day, 
and that if a person wished to deni with his property 
be must close it. If lie did so, ho would come to 
me and I would give him a certificate of title show- 
ing every act up to that time. 

202. And then that would he put on the Registry 
of Deeds '? — Yes. 

203. Showing every act appearing upon the record 
at the time it is closed ? — Yes. 

201. Judge Walsh.— T hen care must lie taken 
that the mortgagees were noticed, for an owner 
would have au interest in leaving it as originally re- 
corded ? —If you made a law that no recorded estate 
could he dealt with until taken off the record, they 
would come in gradually, and taka estates off as they 
wanted to deal with the properties, and then get a 
certificate. 

2G5. The Lord Chief Baron. — Would it he a very 
cumbrous thing to give certificates with reference to 
all the estates, and have them all entered on the 
Registry of Deeds at once at the public expense ? — 
That would take some time, and I would hesitate very 
much in our doing a tiling of that kind without the 
parties interested assisting us. I would lie very much 
afraid of mistakes made by officers wbo have nothing 
but the documents to look to, no knowledge beyond 
them. I would like the parties to see and approve of 
such documents at all events. 

20G. Would you object to a proposition that in the 
event of the parties themselves not taking nny active 
steps, say within twelve months of the passing of the 
Act, that then nny (.-states remaining on the record 
should be transferred by the (Jovermneut to the 
Registry of Deeds Office ? — Who then would you hand 
the cei-tificate of title to 1 

267. To the Registrar? — But surely, in addition 
you should give some evidence of the title to the per- 
son who originally recorded. 

268. Let him get it from the Registrar 1 — I would 
expect that in the necessary and ordinary dealings 
the parties themselves would bring them in in a 
reasonable time and close the records, and I would 
not permit a public officer to state a man’s title 
without that man’s intervention or appearance. If 
there is an error, the owner knowing what he has 
would at once detect it, but the officer knowing nothing 
at all about the property might let it pass, especially 



if ho lind to prepare a number of these documents in a 
given time. 

2G1). Mr. Madden. — Are you aware that although 
it is necessary when a record is opened to register a 
memorial of tlie fact in the Registry of Deeds Office, yet 
from the. form of memorial that the Act may never 
turn up upon a search. For instance, if I am buying 
the estate of A B, and his estate has been sold in the 
Landed Estates Court and recorded, and that he sup- 
presses from the Abstract of Title the sale, in the 
Landed Estates Court, the only name that would be on 
the registry would he that of the recorded owner ? — 
I reinonlicr that at one time our court directed hand 
searches against lands from 1841, because we thought 
that drainage acts would not appear upon an ordinary 
name search, but as a matter of practice the office 
always returned them, and we gave up that form of 
requisition. I don't think Judge Ormsby ever knew 
of the practice. 

270. Judge Ormsbt. — D o you think if this record 
of title was closed it would still bo necessary to have 
some officer to look after that department, and give 
information to parties calling '? — Yes; hut one of the 
clerks could do that. In a short time it would not take 
more than five or ten minutes in the week. Once in a 
way, perhaps, somebody would come up and look after 
some small thing. The reason I would prefer keeping 
those deeds where they are. is, if there were inquiry 
mnde men conversant with the books and the work 
could give the information much more readily. 

271. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — As a matter of fact are 
not thero a large number of transactions with property 
that have been recorded, and that have been registered l 
— Yes. 

272. Is not it the invariable rule to register ! — No. 
But it is very frequently done. 

273. The solicitors did not seem to understand the 
recording of title, and the doing away with the regis- 
try, and I understand that it lias been very geuerally 
done, to register as well as to record ? — V ety often. 

27-4. But I understand you to suggest that in dos- 
ing the Record of Titles Office there ought to be 
legislation to this effect — that thero should be no 
further dealing with recorded titles, unless the re- 
cord were voluntarily closed, and a certificate of title 
obtained by the person entitled to it on the record ? 
— That, I think, would be the best way. 

275. That would make it the act of the party clos- 
ing the record, and also distribute the work over some 
period, because all the parties would not be coming in 
at once? — Yes. 



November 17, 1879. 



Mr. Thomas A. Dillon, further examined. 



276. On the hist day I showed the feasibility and 
accuracy of planting by stereotype in bound books in 
type character ; but the method of printing in manu- 
script character was not gone into. I am not prepared 
myself to suggest that it should be used os a substitute 
* or . typo J but I consider it a possible and valuable 
auxiliary to the more perfect system of type-printing. 

The estimate of time and labour which I made on 
the last day I must considerably modify, for I think 
at least a third of the expense, time, and labour may 
he taken out of my former estimate. 

Taking the Commissioners’ plan from their first 
report to be : — 

1. That the alias names are to be abolished, and the 
Ordnance names of townlands are to be substituted 
therefor. 

2. That the whole deed shall be registered. 

3. That an “ abstract” or precis of it shall accompany 
the deed, which will contain merely the “ statutory 
requirements” for registration. 



4. That the Index of Names shall he kept in dic- 
tionary order of surnames and Christian names, day by 
day, in triplicate, either on paper or parchment — in 
type or manuscript, with or without full abstract 
attached. 

5. That the Lands Index also shall be kept in trip- 
licate day by day, in type or manuscript, with or with- 
out full abstract attached. 

G. That copies of the Abstract Book shall be made 
in triplicate, in type or manuscript. • 

7. That GO deeds a day shall be copied in fac simile 
so that the original deed may be handed back within 
.three days at farthest to the owner, and any number 
of fac-simile copies produced for office use. 

S. That copies of such deeds, when required, may 
be produced without much cost or delay. 

The following would be my estimate : — 

1 was, I t hink , 1 6 years engaged in comparing the 
deeds and memorials lodged for registry. At present 
200 folios a day are compared in the office by one 
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gentleman who reads to me (in comparing memorials 
and transcripts). An abstract, as a rule, does not run 
to one folio of 72 words, so that I see no reason why- 
far more than GO abstracts (which is the average daily 
number) should not be compared each day by two 
persons. I would mention a difficulty which for 
several years has attracted the attention of the older 
and more thoughtful clerks in the department, viz. — 
It was formerly the practice to register the deeds and 
memorials before comparing them. If the deed and 
memorial did not agree they were returned to the 
solicitor for correction. The solicitor set things right, 
but the deeds so returned lost their priority of registry, 
as a matter of course. This was a drawback, but it 
was the only one. 

To obviate this latter inconvenience, it was ar- 
ranged in late years that the deeds should be com- 
pared in the office before being tendered for registry 
to the Registrar, aud the deeds and memorials are 
now compared by gentlemen, who initial them, if 
accurate, but if not accurate the deed and memorial 
are rejected ns heretofore, with this difference, that 
the affidavit of perfection not having been made, 
priority of registry is not obtained. Tlxe solicitors are 
apparently saved trouble by knowing at the moment 
what is wrong, and what is to be corrected. 

Others as well as I think this system unsound, 
and likely to eventuate some day in most serious 
frauds : — 

The older plan was not so rapid, but it was in every 
way a safer plan. By a simple alteration it could, I 
think, be rendered equally as rapid as the new method, 
and we should then have the safety of the one plan, 
and the swiftness of the other combined. Under the 
old plan the priority of a deed could uot he disturbed 
if the solicitor showed that he had complied with the 
legal requirements ; but under the new method when 
deeds come in, as they often do, in a rush, an inex- 
perienced comparer may reject a deed which should 
uot have been i -ejected. During the time that this 
supposed erroneous deed has been withdrawn for cor- 
rection n mortgage ngainst the same property may get 
on the registry, and obtain priority. 

Having dealt with the Abstracts and Indexes, I 
come to the Deeds. Here are deeds and maps which 
. have been copied by photography, and here are tho 
negatives aud copies tor examination by the Commis- 
sioners. 

My estimate of the bonds required for printing 
indexes with photographing deeds would he, for both 
future and past — 6 compositors ; I stereotypist, 2 com- 
parers ; 3 photographers. 

277. The Loud Chief Baron.— B ut if a mistake 
was afterwards detected in the memorial, and if it was 
remedied, would the deed be registered according to 
its priority 1— No ; tho solicitor paid the penalty of his 
mistake if he was wrong. 

278. It was withdrawn from the Registry? Yes. 

At present the two gentlemen doing comparing work 
examine the deed and the memorial, and if they find 
any error they return them at once. The result is that 
sometimes Lire clerk won’t take the trouble of going 
back to his master — he goes outside and corrects tho 
mistake himself. 

279. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you speak of 

that from your own personal knowledge, as a fact ? 

Yes. 

280. Can yon give an instance of it ? — Yes ; I have 
over and over again known of that occurring. 

281. Tli is is a very serious charge. Are you able 
to state that it ever occurred within your personal 
knowledge ? — I think I could bring you any amount of 
proof of it. 

282. Did you ever see it occur? — Hot in my day • 
it was after ruy day. 

283. What I want to know is, did you ever seo 
that done yourself? — I will substantiate my state- 
ment in a different way. When I was in charge of 
the deeds, fifteen or sixteen years ago, I have repeatedly 



threatened to bring 
“ You have altered 
it,” and the Regist 
making an altemtk 
casiou I rejected a 
man tendering it fo 
said in the end, “ 

»ill sweat whatever jou use. i wjievt „ j, 
the practice among clerks not to take a deed back t» 
the solicitors in the event of mistakes being discovered 
but to alter it themselves. 

2.S-I. Mr. Meldon, q.c— You say tliat one old 
gentleman did that to your own knowledge. 1 mnst 
ask you to give the name of that old gentleman? 

2S5. The Loud Chief Bahon.— I don’t think w 
should have names mentioned 

28G. The Vice-Chancellor. — This is a mostseriom 
statement ol M r. 1 Villon's — a im >st serious impeachment 
of the system of the Registry of Deeds Office, aud one 
which we should examine into fully. Probably it 
would not lie necessary to Introduce names, but the 
alleged practice should be examined into 

287. Mr. Armstrong. — I-Iow long is it since the 
c;isc you particularly specified, occurred?— I supper 
it was nearly fourteen years ago. I am not making 
a charge against persons, but against a system, nml 1 
have stated this as a blot before the members of tb- 
Treasury Committee. Under the old process, two or 
three men might come up together, swear their 
affidavits, and deposit their deeds and memorials 
according to priority. The deeds were not examined 
until the next day. If a mistake was detected it 
comparison, a nob* was sent to the solicitor — very 
often it occurred in tho haste of drawing the me- 
morial, which would not agree with the deed. If by 
chance, tho solicitor's clerk came up, what more 
natural than that be should attempt to repair his 
own blunder, without bringing the document bock tn 
his master? J have repeatedly seen them doing tlmt 
and have over and over again challenged them, and 
have, on bringing tho matter under the notice of Mr. 
Chapman (then Assistant Registrar) receive l distinct 
instructions not to allow it. Since that, liecause of the 
rush of work from tho Incumbered and Landed Estate 
Courts, Mr. Bay devised an expedient, which was 
wonderfully facile and useful to the solicitors, hat 
which, I think, extremely dangerous. There aa 
two or more gentlemen who compare the deed- 
and memorials, and in tho event of detecting any 
error, they hand back tho deed and memorial to tin- 
clerk at once. Not ono out of a hundred will go back 
to tell his master of his own mistake ; he just goes 
outside, makers the documents tally, and then tenders 
it again for registration. 

28S. Tho Lord Chief Bahon.— Then the memorial 
was returned, with the affidavit of perfection at foot 
of it? — Yes, if the affidavit was sworn out of tho 
office ) but when tiro execution is proved in the office 
tho affidavit, you know, is made before the Assistant 
Registrar, and not until tho deed and memorial are 
handed to him for registry, after comparison. 

289. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — Which do you say was 
altered, the memorial or the deed? — The memorial We 
all know that they were originally drawn by attorneys 
clerks. With regard to tho gentleman Mr. Meldon 
asks about, I’ll mention the name, if you 
(mentioned it). A good kind old man he was. He 
came in at last, and said, I have altered this now 
seven times to please you, and alter it for yourself, 
if you wish ; begorm, I’ll swear what you wish. 1 
told Mr. Chapman that at the time. 

290. Tho Vice-Chancellor. — Will you now go 
to the mechanical process you have suggested or 
printing in books, in manuscript character 

the last day, 1 showed you how I purposed printing 
in books, from stereo, blocks in type character ; “j 1 
now, to apply the Chronograph, I just affix 1 
frame in which it is, to tho machine, in lieu oi, 
just in the same way as the stereo, block. I o 6 * 1 * ’ 
printing in type character is better, but on 



men before the Registrar- and a-jd. 
that memorial, and he won’t uk, 
rur hna * u ««d the man back tbi 
.n over the signature. On one oc 
memorial seven times, and the .,1,1 
r registration (I remember it well) 
settle it among yourselves, and I 
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other hand, it might be of some value to have the 
power of duplicating handwriting, for instance, in 
getting out searches. They now keep records of 
negative searches, as you arc aware, and if yon had 
a search made out in tliis way, yon could stamp tlmt 
(the chromograph entry) into the Negative .Search 
Book. It might lie useful in that way, iu facilitating 
registration. The Registrar of Deeds at the Ecclesias- 
tical Commissionevs'Oilico in London, is very anxious to 
have his deeds and maps accurately copied, and, as it 
exactly coincided with what I propose, I brought 
here these three specimens. These are the exact 
facaimilies of deeds and maps taken in reduced size 
by instantaneous photography, one of which you 
will observe has been enlarged to the sizo of twenty- 
four square feet. At present there arc two men 
comparing from morning until night in the Registry 
of Deeds Office, and they can only compare a fractional 
part of the day’s memorials, but by this very simple 
jind cheap process yon can have any number of fac- 
nimilm in a very short time. 

291. The Vice-Chancellor. — I suppose this can 
lie made of any size, and diminished to any extent 
tlmt may be required ’I — Certainly. By photography, 
deeds can be reduced to the smallest possible compass, 
or can be enlarged, as I have enlarged oue and 
showed it at the Westminster Palace Hotel, in which 
the letters of the word “ memorial " at the top, 
vere six feet by measurement clearly and sharply de- 
filed. 

292. Suppose a doed contains two or more skins tied 
together at the bottom, as they frequently are? — I 
would photograph the first skin, and then the second, if 
it were impossible to take the two together, and, of 
course, they could he arranged iu order subsequently. 

293. But there must be a separate photograph for 
each page? — Yes; but owing to certain mechanical 
aids and late improvements the work of miniature 
photography iij almost reduced to nil, and I calculate 
that it would not take more than one and a half 
hours to do the copying work of a day by that process. 

294. The Lord Chief Baron. — Then would you 
suggest, that the pages of photograph should be 
afterwards cut up and pasted into a book ! — Yes. 

295. J l’dc.'e Walsh. — But if there were ten skins 
to a deed, would you require ten negatives? — Yes; 
the small glass plates are not expensive, and could be 
used again, after as many copies as were wanted were 
taken. 

296. The Lord Chief Baron. — Suppose that only 
one or two were required for the office, and that 
these were taken, anti that then the solicitor after- 
wards required a copy of the deed, should you not 
take a new negative, and from the new negative give 
the copies he required ? — Certainly. 

297. Mr. Armstrong. — Is it certain, that photo- 
graphs are indelible? — Certainly; few people take 
photographs on silver paper now ; they are taken on 
carbon paper, and carbon prints are everlasting. 
The old inks yon will see, if you go to the Registry 
Office, are all as good as ever, while modem inks, you 
will find, have faded, and the reason is, that the old 
inks were a composition of soot or carbon, which is 
indestructable, and the present inks are aqueous 
chemical dyes. Ink containing carbon has lasted for 
centuries, but modem inks contain the elements of 
self-destruction. Therefore, photographers have 
adopted carbon prints, and these will be found like the 
carbon inks, to be lasting. There is in the King's 
Inns Library an admirable work on inks. 

298. Mr. Madden. — But is it admitted amongst 
artists in photography, that these can be indelibly 
printed ? — Every photographer in Dublin will tell 
you so. 

299. Would not that be rather a rash statement, 
utter the short experience we have had — surely, no 
one could state that, as a certainty ? — What I have 
sa *“> I think, answers that question. Carbon inks 



have kept for years, and therefore, why should not the 
same element existing in photography, be presen-able 
also? 

300. Photography is produced by a chemical change; 
the other is a mechanical super-imposing of one 
substance ou another !— It is the same substance all 
the time however. The substance we recognize as 
indelible in ink is carbon, and the substance that is 
indelible in photography also is carbon. 

3U1. The Lord Chief Baron.— Have any experi- 
ments been made as to photographing on parchment ? 
— I have faded it, and 1 would rather not go into it 
note, but if the Commissioners wish, I am certain 
that I can use photography with parchment also. 

302. Is there any danger that the pages of a book, 

composed of photographs, would suffer from rubbing 
and blurring when the book is much used ? None. 

303. The Lord Chief Justice. — By what process, 
is it that you convert these minute photographs into 
large size copies again?— Just the converse of the 
previous process. 

304. The Lord Chief Baron Have you con- 

sidered what staff would be required for using this 
photograph system, in reference to taking copies of all 
deeds produced for registration ? — I have. 

305. How many men do you think would be 
required? — One man, and an assistant, for taking the 
deeds during the day, and the occasional help of a 
third. 

300. You mean a thoroughly competent photo- 
graphic artist ? — Yes. 

307. Would one be sufficient? — Yes, with an 
assistant. 

308. They both should be skilled in photography ? 
— Yes ; they would rank as senior and junior. 

309. And you mentioned something about a third 
man ? — Yes ; the third man I woind not require to 
interfere in any way with the copying of the day’s 
deeds. I would keep him for making the photo- 
graphic copies, and doing nothing else. Five printers 
with three type compositors would do everything. 

310. Do you in the five printers include those 
who would put the entries in the book ? — Yes, sixty 
abstracts every day in type, and sixty deeds photo- 
graphed. 

311. My question was asked with the intention of 
your confining your answer to the persons required 
for the photographic portion of the scheme ? — I would 
say three — one principal and two assistants. 

312. Then, irrespective of the salaries of these 
skilled persons, would the expense be considerable of 
working this photographic system ? — No, it would he 
very inconsiderable. 

313. How much of the time of two clerks would 
it occupy to compare the originals of sixty deeds with 
the copies proposed to be brought in, one holding the 
copy and the other the original ?— The average is 
about 200 folios a day, but you cannot keep even that 
up ; it is very good work. 

314. Can you give me a rough estimate of the 
number of folios there would probably be in tbe sixty 
deeds brought in each day? — I can only give an 
estimate by reference to something else that I 
am acquainted with. I know the memorials, and I 
don’t know the deeds as well. The present deeds are, 
say, four times longer than memorials, but they are 
becoming shorter; they formerly went on up to 100 
folios each, I should say there are now probably 
about forty folios in each deed as an average. 

315. The Lord Chief Baron. — Would it be under 
the average to allow thirty folios for each deed ? — That 
would about hit it off pretty well 

316. Then that would be 1,800 folios a day which 
would be required to be compared, and is it your 
opinion that it would fully occupy the time of the 
eighteen clerks to compare the copies proposed to be 
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brought in with the originals !— Certainly, provided 
it was regular, plain writing. 

317. I am not speaking of these, I am speaking of 
the copies of deeds proposed to be brought in ! — If the 
deeds are in fair, honest, good writing ; but I am so 
accustomed to flic wretched writing of memorials 
brought in that I must qualify my answer in that 

318. Do you think that the present staff of the 
Registry of Deeds Office would be able, in addition 
to their present work, to compare the original deeds 
with the copies proposal to be brought in 1 — Certainly 
not. 

319. Is it your opinion that you would require 
eighteen clerks more, and, in addition, there would 
be clerks necessary to compare the abstract with the 
deed itself! — Certainly. 

320. In reference to your evidence on the last day 
with regard to printing by stereotype : is there auy 
probability of blottiug or blurring if this system 
is adopted, from the fact of the book being closed 
immediately after the impression is taken!— I don't 
think there will be the slightest difficulty from 
blotting or blurriug. The best test in the world 
is to try some printing on the parchment now 
used in the Landed Estates Court. Print on that 
parchment in books, and you can close your books iu 
a few minutes. 

321. In less than a quarter of an hour after the 
impression is taken ? — Certainly, because the ink need 
only have more drying material in it. 



322. Would it bu a carbon ink or a chemical ink 
tluit you would use! — The ordinary type ink that is 
used for the printing of newspapers. A newspaper, 
wc all know, is immediately after being printed 
on bot.li sides cut and folded up by the machine, dropped 
into the pit, and handed out to the reader. 

323. But it is not exposed to the same weight that 
an impression would bo on a book when the bonk is 
closed! — Oh, a greater weight. If you saw news- 
papers in the pit in an office you would see that at 
onco. 

324. JudgeW.vi.su. — Have you made experiments 
as to the length of time it would take for impressions 
in a book to dry 1 — I have tried it over and over 
again, and I ask leave to bring before you the books. 
I would wish this Commission to prove for them- 
selves everything. 

325. The Loud Chief Baron. — I take it tliat your 
evidence is that it will dry iu less than quarter of au 
hour, and tliat that is founded on practical experi- 
ments made by yourself! — Yes ; when an impression 
is properly made on the book it indents the paper or 
parchment, and you can almost rub over the print 
without blurring it. 

326. The Vice-Chancellor. — Could blotting paper 
be introduced between the pages! — I would rather 
not use it. I would very much prefer some such 
substance as tissue gutta-percha or oiled silk, which 
would not allow any portion of the printing ink to lie 
“ set off” or to stick on it, and so reduce the amount 
of ink on the original. 
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327. Vice-Chancellor. — We have given you the 
trouble of asking you to uttend here, in order to get 
some information from you about the way in which 
photography and photozincography have been utilized 
in your departmental work. Perhaps you don’t know 
exactly the objects of our inquiry t — I do not. When 
I get some knowledge of your work I would be better 
able to give you any information in my power or pro- 
curement. 

32S. The present system of registration is bring- 
ing in the deed itself and a memorial of it on parch- 
ment, which is expected to be a short statement of 
its contents, and that memorial is retained in the 
Registry Office, filed there, and preserved. Copies are 
made from time to time for any parties that want them. 
From that memorial, first an abstract is prepared, 
stating the material requirements — a very short docu- 
ment. These abstracts are bound up and indexed, 
both by the names of the parties and the names of 
the lands which the deeds are supposed to affect. We 
propose to substitute for that system one or other of two 
plans — either that the party bringing in a deed for regis- 
tration should also bring in a copy, certified by him to be 
a proper copy, which copy would be compared in the 
office with the original, and the original handed back 
after such comparison ; or that the copy should be pre- 
pared in the office. The comparison in the office of the 
original deeds, with copies brought in, it lias been 
estimated would necessitate the employment of from 
fourteen to eighteen clerks, and it has occurred to us — 
or, indeed, it was suggested by Colonel Leech, Mr. 
Dillon, a clerk of the Registry of Deeds Office, and 
others examined before ub, that photography or photo- 
zincography might be made use of there, and that all 
the trouble, delay, and cost of comparison might be 
dispensed with if we had the original deed photographed 
iu the office. Your department has used these pro- 
•(jsses hirgely, and we thought you could give us some 



information as to whether it would be safe as to per- 
manency to use either, iuid whether it would be, in 
your opinion, a conveniont way of getting these copies 
made t— -There is not the least doubt that photozinco- 
graphy ' w °uld bo perfectly permanent, and, of course, 
it would be perfectly safo so far us its being correct 
is considered, because it must be a perfect facsimile. 
But I have doubts whether it would be worth while. 
Would you only want one copy of the deed, or would 
you require several 1 

329. Colonel Cooke asked that t and some other 
questions, and our answers sent for his information 
were that — “ as a rulo, ono copy only would ho re- 
quired in the first instance for the purpose of being 
preserved as a permanent record in the office, but that 
parties frequently require copies subsequently and 
even after a considerable lapse of time, which could 
be supplied by keeping six copies in store, or by 
photographing tlie deed anew, as copies might be 
applied for, whichever might be more convenient- 
Then he asked about the size, and we thought that if 
it were reduced to half-size it would be proper — the 
size of the largest deed being about twenty-four by 
twenty inches, and the average size eighteen by twelve, 
and that on on average there would be about sixty deeds 
to be copied every day !— The only-question would be as 
to using photozincography on accountof so small a num - 
her of copies, and that could only be solved by taking 
the matter more in detail— going into figures as to the 
cost, and so on. That I could not do in a momen 
We don’t work that process here. It is only worsen 
at Southampton. 

330. Can a single copy be taken so as to w 
durable by mere photography! — I think not. 
don’t know any method of making photography p 
fectly indelible, but I am not sufficient of a p ® ^ 
grapher to answer the question absolutely, The 
opinion on that subject would be Captain Abney. 
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is very well skilled in that, and you would require to 
consult an adept to got a bond fnle opinion upon the 
subject. 

331. In working with photozincography durability 
depends on the ink used 1— Yes. 

332. You can print from it just .is you do from 

stereotype ? — Yes, or more like printing from stone, 
— lithography. The principle is just the same. 

You prepare the paper on which you bring the 
positive from the ordinary glass negative ; you pre- 
pare that with gelatiue ami potash, and that pre- 
paration of gelatine and potash on the paper is 
affected in such a way by the light that it is insoluble 
in water of a certain heat. So that when you take 
your positive, and afterwards wash it with water of 
that warmth, those portions which have not lteen 
affected by light come off and leave the other 
portions on the paper. The portions so affected by 
the light, and thus remaining on the paper, form a 
substance just tho same as the transfer ink does in 
lithography for the reception of ink. It is rubbed 
over with ink then and printed from. 

333. And the inking process has to be repeated, I 
suppose, for every copy I— -Yes ; the inking operation 
must be rejieuted for every copy. Exactly, in fact 
the same, as in lithography. 

334. Is that an expensive process? — I fancy not ; 
but 1 cannot auswer that accurately either. 

335. Is it an expeditious process ? — Ye3. 

336. Would you think that sixty deeds could, 
without any difficulty, be printed off in a day by 
that process — single copies? — I have not the least 
doubt but that they could, easily. 

337. Could they be photographed all together, or 
should each bo separately photographed ? — I think it 
would he too large a thing to put them all together. 

33S. But In batches, or should each skin of every 
deed be photographed separately? — The size yf the 
deed would be eighteen inches by twelve, you say ? 

339. Yes? — Then, having regard to the fact that 
you can reduce so much by photography, I think you 
could put two or three of these together, and reduce 
them all down to tho compass of one. 

340. Mr. Madden. — Is there any cheaper process 
of printing by means of photography than this photo- 
zincography? — I don't know whether you have 
thought of the anastatie process — taking the original 
deed, and printing from that. That would be 
cheaper ; but your deeds are on parchment, I take it ? 

341. Yes? — Then I would not be sure that that 
process would be applicable. I know that they have 
used it for copying large documents, but as to that 
also you could get better information from South- 
ampton. I have never used it, but the process is to 
print from the original deed by transferring it. 

342. But if it were written on both sides ? — I 
do not think it would then do ; hut the process has 
been successfully used at Southampton. 

343. The difficulty that occurred to me when this 
was first suggested was that it probably would not be 
durable. The first tiling that was suggested was 
printing from an ordinary negative, and it occurred 
to me that as that is only the result of a chemical 
change it would not be durable ? — I fancy not. 

344. And tbe gentleman that proposed it said it 
would be durable ? — As I said, I am not capable of 
giving a. definite opinion ps to that — -I am not suffi- 
cient of a photographer. 

345. But your impression appears to be the same 
as mine, that a chemical change in a substance chemi- 
cally prepared would hardly last for a hundred years ? 

• — No, I think not; but Captain Abney certainly 
would be able to tell y on whether it could be safely 
applied to your purposes. 

346. Isn’t there some such process as this — getting 
‘a negative from an ordinary deed, and putting it 



over some prepared substance, so that the li-dit 
coming through the white ports of the negative 
hardens the ports immediately under it, leaving the 
remainder so that it can be taken awav ?— That prac- 
tically is photozincography. The paper is prepared 
with gelatine, as I told you, and you apply the 
printing ink all over it, then the warm water, and 
that takes off those portions not affected by the light. 

347. That is the same process then? Yes. 

348. The Vice-Chancellor.— W hat would be the 

steps of that process— first you take an ordinary 
negative? — Yes, and then the positive from that ou 
this prepared paper, then that gives you the means of 
putting it on to the zinc plate, and from that you 
print the same as you would from a stone in litho- 
graphy — you rub tbe ink over it and it only adheres 
to the places affected by the light. 

349. Mr. Madden. — Isn’t there another process of 
forming a stereotype plate after you get this positive 
—Mr. Dillon’s method?— Well, that is not photozinco- 
graphy. 

350. No, that is a third process? — I am ignorant 
to a great extent of Mr. Dillon’s process. I have not 
entered into the matter. If you would be kind enough 
to let me see something of what yon have been doing. 
I would be better able to give you some information. 
Mr. Dillon's process, as I understood it, was that he 
would get some sheets of brass which were to be kept 
as tli a records ? 

351. Yes? — And then also he intends to print 
into a book. 

352. Independently of that lie has now a process 
of printing from astereotype which he obtainsby means 
of photography ? — No ; he sets up the type and gets 
a stereotype from that. 

353. But he also has a project, as I understood, of 
pruitiug from a stereotype obtained from a photograph, 
by means of some gelatinous substance. 

354. The Vice-Chancellor. — He has not brought 
that before us yet at all events. (To HYtiniss) — You 
have had no experience of printing into bound books 
from time to time? — No, I but I should fancy the 
thing is perfectly possible and perfectly easy. 

355. Mr. Findlatek. — In this process of photozinco- 
graphy, are the zinc plates at all permanent ? — Yes ; 
you can keep them for a considerable time, so that 
you can print from them. For a good many years — 
my experience cannot tell more than that ; but you 
can keep them for a good many years in ordinary 
zincography. 

35C. Would that not answer the purpose of accu- 
mulated copies? — Yes ; but they would take up a 
great deal more space. 

357. Mr. Madden. — A great deal of space con- 
sidering that there are sixty deeds each day ? — Yes ; 
if you attempted to keep them on zinc plates you 
would require great space indeed. The other plan is 
the more preferable — you could keep your stock of 
copies in such a way that you could renew them from 
time to time, because it would be easy to reproduce a 
copy of print again. 

358. Judge Oemsby. — A s you found the tiling 
was getting faded ( — Yes; just reproduce that deed. 
Have an occasional overhauling of your stock — you 
will probably find some deeds requiring attention, and 
others, perhaps older deeds, not. I found recently in 
Monntjoy, a great deal of our papers had gone to the 
bad, because of the damp, and I have at present under- 
taken a great deal of work to try and save the records 
we were thus losing. 

359. The Vice-Chancellor. — W ould a photo- 
graph taken from faded records come out afresh ? — 
No ; it would be more or less injured. You cannot 
produce a better copy than the original of oonrse. 

360. Mr. Madden. — T hen you would start with a 
new document as bad as the original ? — As far as a 
photograph goes, but not in photozincography. Of 
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course in photography you cannot produce anything 
better than the original. 

361. Mr. Dillon stated that printing in bound 
books had always been considered impossible, until 
lie invented this machine? — Well, I cannot tell you. 
I have never seen it done, but 1 imagine that the 
thing is quite possible. I saw Mr. Dillon produce an 
impression in a book, but whether it was permanent 
or good, or anythiug else, I don't know. 

362. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — Was that in 
stereotype or in chromograph? — In stereotype, and lie 
pressed it into a book ; but beyond that I cannot tell ; 
T don’t know whether the impression was good, or 
whether it would be permanent, or whether it could 
not be better done. But I should imagine that it would 
he perfectly easy to print into bound books — I don’t 
see why it should not be. 



363. Mr. Madden.— W ho would be the best 
authority to consult on such a subject as the feasi- 
bility of printing into bound books — do you think it 
is done in any of the public departments ? — I d on ' t 
know that it is. 

364. Thu Y ice-Ciiancellor. — Colonel Leech told 
us he had made inquiries from printing machine 
makers in Loudon, as to the possibility of making a 
press for the purpose, and that they said it could°be 
done without any difficulty? — Speaking for myself I 
cannot sec why there should be any difficulty in it at 
all, and I know this much — that Mr. Dillon did pro- 
duce a print from stereotype in a bound book, but 
wliethor it was good or bad I could not say. After 
all, the permanency of the impression must depend on 
the nature of the ink used, and that could easily he 
adapted to the special purpose, I think. 



January 9, 1880. 

At the Dublin Steam Printing Company’s Office. 
Mr - T. A. Dillon, further examined. 



365. Mr. Thomas A. DiUon said — T propose now to 
showthe practical operations for carrying out the system 
of Deeds Registration, suggested by the Royal Commis- 
sion on the data of 60 deeds per diem being presented 
for registration, each deed being accompanied by an 
abstract containing the statutory requirements : — 

1. Deeds and abstracts to be consecutively numbered 
by an automatically moving numbering machine: 

2. Comparison of deed and abstract : 

3. Abstracts placed in the hands of compositors, set 
up in type and logotype, read, corrected, marked by 
official die of officer in charge : 

4. Type moulded and stereotyped, proof from 
stereotype compared with proof from type : 

5. Abstracts printed in chronological order in («) 
Bound Abstract books, (h) printed in Names Index 
book, (c) printed in Lands Index book. Many altera- 
tions in shape may be decided on hereafter. This 
makes no matter, for any shape or form can be earned 
out It will be kindly borne in mind that the test 
to-day is one of a perfectly unexampled character. 
Except to generally direct the men to be steady 
and careful, there is not a single individual in the 
establishment who ever saw one of tlie abstracts 
to be set up — neither had I seen them until 
handed to me this morning by the Secrotary. Lastly, 
it is a well-known law that after a week’s practice 
twice as much work can be turned out in a given time 
as upon the first day of trying, and with logotypes and 
certain- mechanical aids, fully thrice the amount of 
work can be done. I have only to add that after the 
suggestion made the other day by the Yice-Chancellor, 
I turned my attention to the matter, and my mind 
was never diverted from it for one moment until I 
discovered a ready means of utilizing his veiy valuable 
suggestion. I now propose to show you how we would 
lie able with but one stereotype block of au abstract 
to print in the Names Index under the proper heading 
of each grantor named in the abstract. That is 
achieved by having combined with my block a small 
compartment for the reception of tlie movable type, 
and in the event of there being three grantors named 
in the abstract, I take the first, put the name in the 
margin by inserting the movable type in this compart- 
ment and print under that name in the Names Index. 
And so on with the second and third grantors, the 
same stereotype block answering for the throe. Then 
if there is a restriction to the use of the Ordnance 
Survey townlauds only, by a system of. logotypes 
nearly all setting would be saved in the future. 

366. The O’Conor Don. — And having these dif- 
ferent denominations of land in logotype you would 
insure correct spelling ? 

367. Mr. Dillon. — "i os. The names of townlands 
in Inland have varied according to the pronunciation, 



and that in my opinion is one great cause of the alias 

368. The O’Oonor Don. — What is the cost of these 
logotypes ? 

369. Mr. Dillon. — The weight of tlie metal only— a 
very little more. 

370. Mr. George Dryers, Manager of the Dublin 
Steam Printing Company. — The price of the metal is 
three pence per pound. A man can set up eight or 
nine of these different names in a few minutes. 

371. Mr. Dillon. — Would a man do a hundred in a 
day ? 

372. Mr. Dryers. — Oh, certainly, 200 ; and the opera- 
tion would be this — After the names were set in type, 
twenty or thirty of them at a time would be put 
into a chase and sent to the stereotype foundry - . 
There the “ floug” is prepared — that is, sheets of tissue 
paper gummed together with a moist composition, and 
backed with brown paper. This is placed over the 
face of the typo and beaten with a strong brush till it 
forms a perfect mould. The mould, still lying on the 
face of the type, is placed under a screw platten to 
keep it from warping, and put on a steam chest to 
dry, taking from fifteen to thirty minutes to do so (we 
could dry 1,000 names at a time). When quite dry the 
mould is placed in a shallow casting-box, the lid put on, 
and molten stereo, metal poured over it from a hole at 
the top. The cast hardens almost immediately. It 
is then sent up to the finishing room, where it is 
saweel into so many names as it contains, and finished 
off. The finishing and planing the rough edges takes 
the longest time. 

373. The Yice-Chancellor. — The first process, 
however, is, that when the -papier-mache is obtained in 
the shape of a matrix, you have it dried and the cast 
taken from that? — Yes. 

374. The Vice-Chancellor. — Now how many men 
have you told off to-day for tin’s day’s work, and tell us 
their occupations ? — I have put on eight compositors 
.to set the type. I have a reader to read the first 
proof before it comes to Mr. Dillon, and I have a man 
here to pull impressions. 

375. Does that complete tlie entire staff? — Yes. 

37 6. How long would it take a man to set one of 
these abstracts ? — I need hardly tell you that the time 
varies according to the length of the abstract. For 
instance, one of the first that I got was a very long 
one, and if we were to proceed in order, that abstract 
would stop the others until it is finished. 

377. [Mr. Dillon then printed on his machine on a 
sheet of paper an abstract with three grantors, showing 
how the system with the movable type, combined witu 
stereotype, suited for registration in the Names lades, 
worked. The names of the grantors were Spencer 
Wilde, Alfred Markley, and the Rev. J. W. Bhss. 



Printed image digitised by flic University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




APPENDIX. 



The same block of stereotype with the names Wilde, 
Markley, and Bliss, and their proper Christian names 
inserted in the margin suited for the three entries 
under these names as required in the Names Index, 
hlr. Dillon then explained the economy of utilizing 
the movable type from which the stereotype plates 
had been taken, by taking the impression for the 
block of stereotype, using the names in type, as 
originally set for that block, for the marginal names, 
before re-distribution of them. 

378. The O’Comor Don. — Accenting to this system 
yon have the name of a particular grantor both in the 
margin and in the body of the abstract? — Yes; but 
they are not set up twice; ouc sotting up is suffi- 
cient for a dozen grantors on this plan. 

37‘J. The Vice-Chancellor. — Each name would 
be put in the column in which it is required for the 
pm pose of the Names Index; and, instead of trans- 
posing the typo as was at iirst suggested, by taking 
a particular name out of the block and putting it in 
the margin, which would require the taking of a 
new stereotype block, this improvement 1ms been 
made, by which the one block of stereotype would 
answer for the three books, if we adopt the system. 
First of all the abstract would be printed in its proper 
chronological order in the Abstract Book when it 
comes in ; then the block will suit for the Names 
Index by adding to it in the margin the name of the 
grantor against whom it is to be registered ; and 
for the Lands Index also by putting it tinder the 
several townhmds mentioned. 

380. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — The abstracts 
which are being set up here, are not in the form 
given to Mr. Dillou here yesterday afternoon, being 
that in which the Commissioners required that they 
should be printed. 

381. The Vice-Chancellor. — What we want to 
have done is, that the abstracts sent should be 
printed exactly iu the sumo way as the abstract is 
written : in tabular form — a column for the year ami 
day of registration ; column for fclio year and number of 
the memorial ; another for the date of the instrument ; 
another for the names of the grantors, and one for 
one. or more grantees ; auothcr for the general nature 
of the instrument, whether trust, marriage settle- 
ment, mortgage, or absolute conveyance; another for the 
names of the townlands on the Ordnance Survey maps, 
and, lastly, one (which the Chief Baron has suggested) 
for the names of the parcels as stilted in the instrument. 

382. Mr. Bryers. — There would be no difficulty in 
doing that, because these columns will be ruled in tire 
pagesof the book into which the abstract isto be printed, 
and printing in that way, aud in the form we are now 
doing them in would take exactly the same time. We 
had not the paper ruled ; and, therefore, we thought 
that the system would be illustrated in the way we 
are working, as well as by the other. 

383. The Vice-Chancellor. — You are printing all 
these tilings consecutively — the year, the date of the 
instrument, the name of the grantor aud of the grantee, 
the nature of the instrument, and so on. 

384. The O’Conor Don. — Didn’t you get directions 
to do it according to the form sent you ? — The form 
sent by Mr. Lane I only got from Mr. Dillon at 10 
o'clock this morning, and to carry it out properly there 
ought to be books ruled in that form. 

385. The Vice-Chancellor. — Could yon get one 
or more of these abstracts set up in that form ? 
Observe there will be three different impressions to be 
taken in three different books, from one block. The 
first impression will contain all the particulars in 
the form, and as the outer column will contain in 
amly every case a much larger number of names than 
the column preceding it, you oould make the outer 
column say twice, or three times the breadth of that 
*°r the Ordnance names ; or you might set that 
column in smaller type. But with the use of smaller 
type and making it broader, you could compress, I 



Ki 

think, the names of the parcels, as stated in the instm- Evidence. 

went, into it, so as to keep it as nearly as possible of 

the same depth as the preceding column, os soon as J "“' 
the full form is printed in the abstract book the Mr. Thoiw,-. 
outer column will be useless, and is uot to be printed A - biller,, 
anywhere else. You can then saw it off and print the 
block, with nil tbe Ordnauee names under each 
separate heading, into the Lands Index, as soon ;is 
tlint is printed that column becomes useless. Then 
you turn saw that column off, and print the remainder 
in the Names Index — throwing out the name in each 
instance in the margin as Mr. Dillon has done ben- 
to day. Is that practicable ? — Quite. 

3S6. Tbe V Ice-Chancellor. — We should wish to 
see that done ? — The experiment in hand then should 
lie stopped till I get ruled sheets prepared for tin; 
experiment now ordered. 

387. The Lord Chief Baron. — We will see one or 
two of the abstracts you hare done printed into these 
books first. 

The Commissioners were then conducted over the 
establishment — saw the type set and witnessed tin- 
process already descriljed of stereotyping aud finishing 
the blocks. 

388. Mr. Dillou then having received a stereotvjn- 
block of one of tliu abstracts proceeded to print if 
with liis machine in a bound book which was made 
to a size to suit the machine — but smaller than those 
in use in the Registry Office, and showed a machine 
for stamping a number across each abstract as printed 
in the book, according to its priority about which 
there then could be no mistake. 

389. To move the numbers I see yon touch the 
machine ? — Yes. 

390. But I would have a machine that would work 
of itself? — Yes ; an automatic machine, self-altei-ing 
mul recording. I have devised sueh a machine. 

391. The Vice-Chancellor. — That should be in 
the hands of the Registrar only. 

392. The Lord Chief Baron. — Or whoever puts 
the number on the deeds. 

393. The Vice-Chancellor. — The Registrar or his 
assistant who receives them puts the priority number 
on tbe deeds now. 

394. The Lord Chief Baron. — And of course that 
should be subject to a deed being right, and checked. 

395. The Vice-Chancellor. — The process is this — a 
deed and an abstract ore brought in and handed to two 
Clerks. One takes the deed and the other the abstract 
and the}' check them as to the parliamentary require- 
ments. As soon as that is done and the instrument 
found correct, it goes to the Registrar or Assistant 
Registrar on duty' aud he puts the day aud hour of 
receipt aud the priority number upon it. 

390. The Lord Chief Baron. — Then the delay or 
default of a man in the Registry offices might affect 
its priority in the registration of a deed. 

397. The Vice-Chancellor. — No, because they go 
in succession to the Registrar as received in the office I 
— No. Formerly that was so, but now yon are 
actually aud solely dependent on the bonajides of two 
young gentlemen in the office. 

398. Is that done ? —It is. I bind myself to that and 
1 make this suggestion, that you would get over every 
difficulty if before the young gentlemen compare them 
there is automatically put on the priority number. 

399. The Lord Chief BARON.—Subjcctto its being 
right and if it is wrong, then it is returned and lo- 
toses his property. 

400. Mr. Findlater.— Butthen if a deed was thrown 
out for error that would disturb the number. 

401. The Lord Chief Baron. — No, instead of having 
anything entered in the book after that particular num- 
ber you would simply bave the word "Rejected. ’ I was 
informed by Solicitors myself that that was the practice 
and that it did depend on the vigilance of the clerks 
in the office what priority a deed got. 

402. The Vice-Chancellor. — Oh no, there are only 
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two clerks in tlve office for comparison, they are 
together, and as I understand the deeds are handed 
to them in the order in which they come in and are 
taken from them to the Registrar in the same order 
when compared 1 ! — Not necessarily in the same order. 

403. Mr. Dillon. — ■'Whenever a rush comes they 
bring down half a dozen extra clerks if necessary, and 
put them on tlie work of comparison. Two clerks could 
not deal with the rush of business which comes iu 
generally after two o’clock. 

404. The Loud Chief Baron. — What I would ob- 
ject to is, that if a man brings in a long deed which 
is light, and that is given with the abstract to the 
two clerks in the office to he compared, mid that 
another and a shorter deal affecting the same lauds 
is brought in, which because of its being shorter is 
revised first, that that should be handed to the Regis- 
trar and get priority of the deed which was first sent 
in. 

405. The Vice-Chancellor. — A deed does not 
lose its priority by reason of its length, or the 
slowness of the clerks in comparing the memorial 
with the deed, because the moment it is handed in 
to the registry by a clerk it is numbered and never 
loses that priority number 1 — It was exactly as you 
state in the olden times, hut it is not so now, and it 
is possible — and occurs, I have no doubt, often. If 
two deeds come in — one containing 50 or 00 lines, 
and another very long — there being four clerks on the 
comparisons at the time, if the shorter deed is finished 
first — although it was Lauded in last, it is registered 
first. The priority number is put on as the deeds are 
handed to him by the Registrar after comparison by 
the clerks. 

406. Mr. Findlater. — Surely the Registrar takes 
down the hour and miiiuto of the reception of a 
deed. If a long deed Is handed in first it is revised 
first ? — No, it is ns I have said. The Registrar does 



not see the deed until after the comparison and 
the Registrar does not put ou the priority numbers 
until after the comparison. 

407. The O’Conor Don.— I s the time of reception 

registered after the comparison and not before ! Cer- 

tainly. Mr. Findlater and the Vice-Chancellor are 
thinking of the old plan, hut in the time of the rush 
of tho Incumbered Estates Court business, this new 
practice was introduced — a practice which never hail 
the approbation of Mr. Chapman, of Mr. Day, of 
myself, or of any one of tho senior clerks of those 
times. 

408. Yon say tho old practice has been altered, 
and that now the indorsement of the time of the 
reception of on instrument, and the priority number 
are not attached until after the comparison ?— Yes. 
That entry is not made nntil after tho instrument 
goes to the Registrar and the Registrar does not got 
it until after tho comparison. 

409. The Vice-Chancellor. — Certainly this is a 
matter which must he examined into, anil if it is as Mr. 
Dillon states, it ought to he remedied at once. 
We are all perfectly statisfiod that there would lie no 
difficulty in constructing a press to print into bound 
books aud we have given Mr Dryers a direction 
about a new form — and lie is going to have piper 
ruled oil' in that way — which may he printed by nn 
ordinary press. 

410. Mr. Dillon . — It takes eight minutes to set 
up in type an average sized abstract, and an average 
workman could readily sob up twenty of them iu a 
day. 

Mr. Dryers reported, at a quarter to three 
o’clock, that the sixty abstracts which had bceu given 
to Mr. Dillon by the Secretary in the morning had 
ljeeu sr.l up in typo, hut they were in a form different 
from that of those Lauded to Mr. Dillon. 



Jan. so. i src. 
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Monday, January 2G, 1830. 

Mr. Georoe Buyers examined. 



411. The Vice-Chancellor.— Yon are manager of 
the Dublin Steam Printing Company 1 — I am. 

412. And, of course, you ore thoroughly acquainted 
with the planting business? — I am practically ac- 
quainted with the whole business. 

413. I believe it is carried on in your establishment 
in the most improved manner? — It is; we employ 
about ISO people in the different departments. 

414. Did you receive from the secretary a number 

of abstracts of deods copied from the forms of the 
Registry of Deeds Office, amounting I think, to either 
sixty-two or sixty-three, which you were told repre- 
sented one day’s work ou the average in the Registry 
of Deeds Office?— Yes. ^ 3 

415. You also received from us instructions as to 
the forms of books — both tho abstract book and the 
indexes — which we propose should he kept in the 
office, and got the rough forms of the headings to 
these books 1 — Yes. 

416.1 believe you have printed the headings accord- 
ing to those forms, and you printed specimens of the 
Abstract Book under the headings you were told, 
and also specimens of the Names Index under the 
proper headings, and of the Lands Index in tho form 
contemplated ? — Yes. 

417. Have you had any experience, Mr. Dryers, 
as to the practicability of printing such entries in 
bound books? — No, except as an experiment; I have 
never printed into hound books in the manner that is 
now contemplated. 



418. Has not Mr. Dillon bceu in communication 
with you ou that subject ? — He has for a considerable 
time. 

419. Anil he produced in your printing office a 
press that lie hail made for the purpose of trying 
the experiment of printing into bound books?— He 
did ; and when I say that I never printed into 
bound books, I mean previously to that. Of course 
I printed with Mr, Dillon’s press in bound books, but 
with no other. 

420. Have yon had an opportunity of forming an 
opinion, as a printer skilled in your trade, ns to the 
practicability of printing easily into bound books? — 
I see that it can be done practically. 

421. Do you think tliero would be any difficulty 
with an improved press in printing into bound books ? 
— No, it only requires an improved press made of 
iron, and some alterations of detail on Mr. Dillons 
model. That would, I think, give a very suitable 
press. 

422. And if a suitable press were provided would 
there be any practical difficulty in doing the work of 
printing into liooka in the Registry of Deeds Office?— 
I believe not, but it would require two presses to do 
the work of tliat office. 

423. But with proper presses and a sufficient 
number of them 1 — I am quite satisfied it could be 
done just liko any ordinary printing work. 

424. What is. the process you adopted with the 
copies of the abstracts handed to you? — First we 
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marked them in pencil so tlmt we might bo 
able to identify the matter again, when it came 
to be “made up.” Then the foreman compositor 
cut the manuscript up into dili'erent slips technically 
called “ takes” 

425. Did each slip represent one detract ? — No ; 
in some cases it did not. When regulated in that 
manner in “ takes ” these were given out and set up 
by the compositors. 

’ 426. And were they set up in the ordinary letter- 
press 1 — In ordinary type, iu the ordinary way. 

427. What was the next step'! — The type was 
taken to a man whom we call “ the clicker,” who ar- 
ranged it iu a clmse in the order in which the abstracts 
were to be stereotyped. The chase used is a frame of 
iron a little larger than the page of the Abstract Book — 
when the typo is locked up in it it is ciilled the form. 
The form was then taken to the proof pressman; a proof 
pulled, and taken to the reader, who roads it to see 
whether there are any departures from the copy or 
any literal errors the compositors may have made 
in lifting the type. 

42S. In that process docs the reader compare the 
proof with the original document? — Yes; and the 
matter is handed back to “ the clicker," and he makes 
the corrections. 

429. If any ? — If any ; there are generally, if not 
departures from the copy, a few literals, because in 
the distribution of the type perhaps a man may throw 
on “ e ” into tho wrong box, and picking it up for the 
proper letter would lead to what we call a literal. 

430. So far, that is the ordinary process of letterpress 
printing? — Yes; when the “clicker” makes the correc- 
tions marked by the reader, he takes the form again to 
tli e proof pressman, and another proof is pulled, which 
we call the “revise.” The reader then looks at that to 
see that the corrections he had marked have been 
made. If correct the form is then brought to the 
foundry, and from the form the matrix (or mould in 
papier mS.che) is made. 

431. The foundry is a department in your office?” 
— Yes ; the stereotype foundry. After the matrix is 
taken, it is then cast in metal, and is brought up then 
to the finishing shop of the stereotype department, and 
trimmed. Sometimes, where there are blanks appear- 
ing in the form — for instance, if the descriptions of 
parcels are a little longer than the other columns, the 
stereo plate is occasionally a little higher where the 
blanks would be, and the man who finishes the plate 
has to examine it, and if it requires dressing, he takes 
it down with a chisel. 

432. In that way you have the stereotype plate 
ready for printing i— Yes. These plates, in the first 
instance, have been made up to the size of and with the 
particulars of the Abstract Book, representing ten or 
twelve abstracts wliich would appeal’ on the full page 
of the Abstract Book. This is done in the case of all 
tlve day’s work, so that six or seven plates at the out- 
side would cover the sixty-two or sixty-three abstracts. 

433. The Lord Chief Baron. — Didn't you print the 
Abstract Books then from these plates? — Yes; the 
plates were then put on a block or piece of timber and 
fastened down. This was then brought to the press, 
and was “made ready" in the ordinary way for printing. 
A ruled sheet, representing Abstract Book, was put on 
the top of it and printed off. 

434. The Vice-Chancellor. — And that block was 
supposed to represent an entire page of the Abstract 
Book t — Y es ; and if wc were doing a number of copies 
of the Abstract Book, like an ordinary book, the eight 
pages would be printed at one time ; but ns we were 
printing only six copies, wo did not go to the expense 
of locking up all the plates into one chase. 

435. What was the next thing that you did with 
your stereotype block? — We printed first in the 
Abstract Book ; then we wanted to prepare it for the 
Lands Index, and we took back the block to the stereo- 
type room. There the stereotyper cut off the outer 
column with a circular saw, and the plate was then 
ready for printing into the Lands Index. 



430. The column that you sawed off, is the one Evidence. 

on tho right hand side of the page that headed — “the 

names of the parcels as stated in the instrument ” ? — Jnn - ’ JC ' 188 °- 

^ . Mr. George 

43 1 . That was not intended to be used in the Bryors. 
Lands Index, according to your instructions'! — No. 

438. But did I understand you to say, that a 
number of abstracts iu consecutive order were all 
contained in the one stereotype block ? — Yes ; exactly 
wlmt appeared iu one page of the Abstract Book. 

439. Then before using it for the Lands Index, you 
had to cut it across, as well ns down the outer column, 
so tluit each became a separate block for the Lands 
Index ? — Yes. 

440. But witli that exception, it remained exactly 
wlmt was wanting for the Lands Index ? — Yes. The 
cutting lip of the page would be considerably under 
five minutes ; in fact two or three minutes would do it. 

441 . Then what did you do as to the Lands Index ? 

— One of these plates or two — wliichever number was 
to appear on one page, was put on a block os the 
original plate was for the Abstract Book, and tliey 
were “ pulled ” in that order. 

442. The instructions you got were, that each of 
the pages of the book was supposed to be headed with 
the name of one townland according to the Ordnance 
Survey ? — Yes. I was also desired to pull two on the 
one page. For experiment; as a sample. 

443. Then according to the proposed plan, each, 
abstract would be printed under the heading of the 
name of each townland mentioned in it ? — Yes, 

444. For which you would have to take the same 
plate and priut from it on several pages according to 
the different town lands contained in it 1 — Yes ; I took 
a calculation of the number of townlands in the sixty 
abstracts, and ns near as I remember now, there were 
about 150, and that would represent 150 distinct 
printings. 

445. For the sixty-two or sixty-tlircc abstracts 1 — 

For the sixty-three abstracts there would he sixty-three 
blocks — that is, a block representing every abstract, 
but iu some of the blocks there would be five or six 
townlands, and the block would never be disturbed till 
all the townlands on it had been printed in their proper 
places, but there would be from the sixty-three blocks 
150 impressions taken. It would economize and save 
considerable time, if the form that was to be printed in 
the Names Index, and the Lands Index, was the same, 
because if they were the same the sixty blocks would 
only require to be “ made ready” once, and we could 
print in both the Lands Index and the Names Index 
before disturbing the blocks. 

446. To moke the block suitable according to the 
plan we now propose for the Names Index, you would 
have to cut off the next column of the abstract headed 
“ The Ordnance Survey Names of Lands.” "Was your 
next step to saw off that column ? — Yes ; to take the 
plates which we had already printed in the Lands Index 
off the blocks, and saw off that column. The read- 
justment of the plates on tho blocks, and the “ justi- 
fying takes a good deni of time, and if the same 
matter was printed in both the Names and the Lands 
Index under their proper headings, and in their proper 
places, it would be a saving of both time and money. 

447. The Names Index, it was proposed, should 
be printed in alphabetical order. Each page headed 
with the first two letters of the name alphabetically, 
according to wliich it was to be printed 1—Ycs. 

448. And each name would require to be printed 
under the proper alphabetical heading? — Yes. 

449. It was proposed to you that in order to catch 
the eye of the searcher, there should be thrown out 
ou tho left-hand side of that, the surname and 
Christian name of each of the grantors ? — Yes. 

450. Which were supposed to be set up in ordin- 
ary type and inserted in a chamber on the left-hand 
side of the block in which the stereo-plate was to be 
used ? — Yes. 

451 . In carrying that out, after cutting off the two 
columns, as stated, you printed in the Names Index 
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a copy of tlie matter contained in the altered stereo- 
type for each grantor in the instrument ? — Yes, from 
the block of stereotype so altered I printed all the 
entries in the Names Index ; if there were five 
grantors there were, of course, five impressions of 
the matter on the block, one for each grantor, whose 
name was placed in the Index, on the page allotted 
to his surname, and both his Christian and surname 
were thrown out in the margin of the entry by means 
of moveable type. 

452. Would you be kind cuougli to look at this 
(the third page of the specimen of the Names Index- 
book) 1 — There is printed there the abstract of a deed 
in which there are six grantors all of the surname of 
Andrews, but each with a different Christian name. 
That abstract lias been actually printed six times over, 
only throwing out in the column at the left-hand side 
of the page the Christian name and surname of each 
grantor. 

455. Would it not he a groat simplification of that, 
if the surname was printed only once, and in that left- 
hand side the Christian names of the grantors having 
the same surname were printed one after the other - ? — 
It would. 

451. Is there any improvement that you would 
suggest on that ? — Well, there is one thing that oc- 
curred to me — as regards the economy of not disturbing 
the block — namely, that it should be, after it is put in 
form for printing the Lands Index, used in the same 
form for printing the Names Index, so that wc should 
only have the one ‘•'justifying" of the block. 

455. That is to leave in the Names Index the column 
headed “Ordnance Survey Names of Lands? " — Yes; I 
will tell you the reason for that. The printing of a block 
into a page does not represent merely the putting in of 
the block into the form and pulling it. Fiist we have 
to take an impression of it on a piece of paper to see 
what kind of an impression it would give, because, 
through some cause or other, the impression might not 
he even, somo parts showing light and some thick, and 
this has to be remedied by the man working at the 
press. Therefore once we start the form and have it 
ready, the more times it could he utilized without 
changing it, the better it would he for economy and 
speed. 

450. The Lord Chief Baron. — The reason of our 
proposal was tluit it was thought probable that the 
names of lands would occupy a considerably larger 
space than the names of the parties, ami that, there- 
fore, there would be a great deal of waste space, and 
that ns the names of the lands would not he required 
in the Names Index, this wnsto could he avoided by 
cutting off this column? — My objection arises from 
this, that under the proposed plan we would have to 
“make ready” the abstract 120 times instead of GO 
times. 

457. On the supposition of CO abstracts? Yes; 

because the cutting oft' of the column requires the dis- 
turbance of the block and a second making ready for 
each abstract. 

45S. The Vice-Chancellor. — It lias been since sug- 
gested, Mr. Bryers, that the Lands Index shall not 
contain that column with the names of the Ordnance 
Survey town lands in it, because the townlond against 
which you are printing would be sufficiently identified 
by its being at the head of the page, an account beiim 
opened, as it wore, for each townland, and therefore 
instead of sawing off one column, when you came 
from the abstract book to print the Lands Index 
you would have two columns cut off, leaving it just 
as you want it for the Names Index, and the Lands 



459. Would that meet wliat you require ? — That 
would effect the very thing. 



4G0. Have any recommendations occurred to you 
about throwing out the names of the grantors different 
from what I mentioned?— Well, suppose we have an 
abstract m which the grantors ore Andrews, Grav 
and Jones, I would suggest that, instead of throwing 



out the name in the first instance, I would print th 
abstracts under the names of Andrews, Grav and 
Jones, in tlicir proper places. I would then' have a 
small press standing alongside this larger one, and a 
hoy could easily turn up the different pages afterwards 
and in two uv three minutes he could print in tlie 
names which should stand in the margin. 

461. Would that involve the risk of the double 
process of printing? — It would gain time and econo- 
mize, as the arranging of the movable cype into the 
block would take time. 



4G2. But as regards accuracy?— Of course it would 

be more accurate in oue impression certainly ; but my 
suggestion would do away with the necessity of having 
a compositor standing by tho press. 

4G3. Could it he got rid of in this way — suppose 
wo were to open a page for every surname, just as wc 
propose to do for every ordnance denomination in the 
Lauds Index — that would get rid practically of that 
outside column altogether 1—Tt would. 

4G4. Anil then you could print in your stereotype 
plate without the trouble of setting up on the left 
hand side every name ? — Yes, that could be done. 

4G5. And do you think there would he any diffi- 
culty in setting that up so as to arrest the attention of 
tlie searcher — to catch Iris eye in tlie same way as the 
name thrown out in the. margin would do ? — The only 
thing you could go on then would be the Christian 
name, and that should be put in different type. 

4GG. But in tho proposed plan there would be on 
tho stereo-block not only the name of Andrews, hut 
also the names of Gray and Jones? — Yes. 

4G7. And searching under “ Andrews " you would 
find under that name all the abstracts printed ? — Yes. 

4GS. And tlie only difficulty would he to find the 
right Christian name of Andrews? — Yes ; but the 
printing iu of the names in the way I suggest would 
cost very littlo in addition. 

4G9. The objection though is that it would be 
liable to error. The accuracy of the principal thing 
to he searched agaiust, viz., tlie particular name 
thrown out iu that column, would depend on the boy 
putting it in its right place 1 — Yes ; it was only to 
save time I suggested it ; but, if necessary, you could 
follow tlie origiual idea, which for accuracy and com- 
pleteness is tlie best, and have a place cut iu the 
block for insertiug tho name aud putting it in in type. 
Tlie names being all set up, tho compositor would hive 
them beside him, and he could “lift” each as lie wanted 
it, and no doubt, oventunlly, the pressman could doit 

470. Did you make auy calculation of the time it 
would take to print, in the way you made the experi- 
ments, that average day’s work, what number of meii 
you would require, and what time it would take to 
set it up ? — Well, as regards tlie setting up of the type, 
tho stereotyping, and everything, except the printing 
into the hooks, I could tell you. 

471. Than is exactly wliht we want to know? — 
First, let me ask would it be an officer from the 
Registry of Deeds that would read the proofs, or would 
you leave it to the printer ? 

472. Give your calculation on the assumption that 
there would be an officer to do it ?— It would take 
sixty hours to do the work. I put it on the calcula- 
tion that one man does it ; and we can lessen the time 
tho more we put on it. 

473. Then five would do it in twelve hours? — Yes, 
and eight would do the day in seven and a half hours, 
and so on on that basis. 

474. That includes the setting up in type, the 
stereotyping, the preparing of the stereotype plates, and 
putting them on the blocks you have to print from 2 

475. That is for the abstract book ; — Yes. 

470. ’Then anything after that — the sawing off of 
the columns — will be some small addition ? — “Yes. 

477. Mr. Madden.. — You could not tell us sepa- 
rately how many horn's it took to set it up in “*® 
metal type? — Yes, by the number of men 1 put on, 
if I put ten men on it I have it done in six hours. 
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478. But there will he the work of compositors, 
founders, and printers. Could not you separate these l 
—Well, you see, to a certain extent, the work is all 
going on together. When the first form is ready it 
goes to the foundry, and by the time the last form is 
ready for the foundry the second and third forms are 
ready for the printer — the composition would, how- 
ever, take about fifty hours. I don’t include press 
work. 

479. Mr. A rmstroxo. — Y ou could get up an 
abstract book like that (showing him tho Commis- 
sioners' form) with ten men in six hours 1 — Yes, and 
stereotype it ; but the stereotyper would be working 
for some time after the compositors were finished. 

480. The Vxce-Cha.xceli.or. — Y ou did not tell us 
what it would cost, Mr. Bryers 1 — The cost would vary, 
and would depend on the time it is to be done in. If 
done at night it would be more expensive than if done 
in the day time, because we would then have to pay 
overtime to the men. 

481. Could you give us an estimate both ways ? — I 
would not like to give you an exact estimate at present. 
I can tell you roughly that to have tho abstracts set 
up and stereotyped for printing into these three books 
would cost about £3. 

482. Is that for the setting up of a day’s work 1 
— Tor the setting up, tho stereotyping, and preparing 
the work to be printed. 

483. And does that include the presswork also ? — 
No; It does not include printing. I stop at the 
printing. 

484. Did you consider how much it would cost 
including the printing — the presswork ? — Well, at the 
start we would require to put two men on the work. 
When men start to new things they are slower than 
when they become more practised, so you could just add 
to my estimate the wages of two men for the printing. 
The printers would require to work longer thou the 
compositors, but two men ought to do each day, and 
that would represent about 17s. fit/, additional. 

485. About what time would it take, do you think, 
to print them 1 — Well, it would take two men work- 
ing about eight hours a day to do it in addition to the 
six. 

486. Therefore you could not, with ten compositors 
and two pressmen, have the work turned out under 
fourteen hours? — The way I calculated it was this. 
If wegot the matter from time to time during the clay up 
to four o’clock, and- the balance at four o’clock, we could 
have it all in type by eight o’clock that evening. In fact, 
I calculated that if we got all the copy together at four 
o’clock, it would all be in type at nine o’clock, but we 
"’culd prefer getting it from time to time during the 
day, for anything after seven o’clock is night work, 
and is paid for at extra rates. I would have it out 
of the foundry then in the morning at ten o'clock, and 
the pressmen would have Monday’s work printed on 
the Tuesday. 

487. In that calculation, do you reckon on having 
it on sheets of paper or printing it into hound books ? 
— Planting it into parchment books. Printing it on 
sheets of paper, in that way, it conld he done in a 
couple of hours. 

488. There would bo no use in putting one addi- 
tional pressman upon work of that kind 1 — Well, it 
would be always necessary to have a press to sjiare. 
Some days, perhaps, instead of having 250 names 
to be printed, there might he 300, and yon always 
want to be able to guard against falling behind. 

489. Is there any practical difficulty, according to 
jour experience, in printing upon parchment 1 — No 
practical difficulty. Hero (producing it) is a parch- 
ment print of part of the abstract book which I printed 
at ‘half-past two to-day. (4J o’o. B. J. L.) 

490. The difficulty has been suggested, when print-; 
mg into bound books — -bound parchment books — of 
what I believe is technically called a "set-off” of the 
typo before it is quite dry, upon the opposite page. 
Could that be avoided ? — Oh, yes ; that could 
60 avoided by interleaving, or by putting slips 



between the pages, which slips we could remove next 
morning. 

491. But it would not require to be interleaved 
permanently ? — No ; not necessarily, 

492. After making an impression on a particular 
page of the book, and interleaving it, could you pro- 
ceed with the printing in another portion of the same 
hook ? — Certainly. 

493. And the pressure of the printing press would 
not cause a set-off to appear I — No ; it would set- 
off on tho slip interleaved only. 

494. And would not injure the impression 1 — No. 
Parchments of course take a considerably longer time 
than paper to dry. 

495. And would that much delay the printing? 
— No ; because by putting in slips we could go on 
in the regular way without delay. I have printed a 
thousand parchments at a time. 

496. Mr. Madden. — When you make your esti- 
mate tlmt two men would print this in one’ day, how 
many entries have you calculated on? — To print 
into 156 townlands and 117 grantors — that is the 
number in the sixty-three abstracts I received. 

497. According to tho evidence which we had 
before us, the average on that number of abstracts 
would be 180 entries in the Names Index, and 240 
in the Lands Index, besides the 60 in the abstract 
book — that is 480 altogether, if we only kept one copy 
of these books, but supposing we kept three copies of 
each, which probably we would, it would be 1,440 
printings ? — It would be a little less, as six plates, and 
not sixty, would represent the Abstract Book. 

498. Is there any difficulty at all in casting two 
stereo-plates? — No difficulty; and the extinct cost 
would be small. 

499. And having two printing presses at work? — 
If you mean on duplicates of the work, I don’t think 
that would be an advantage. Where tho time is lost 
is in putting up the stereo into the block, and n inking 
■it ready to give the impression. The numbers of the 
townlands and tho grantors would not greatly increase 
the difficulty so long as the deeds averaged about 
seventy a day. 

500. Supposing you lmd one printing press at 
work, with that number of printings to do (1,440), how 
long would it take to put that into tho throe books — 
could it still be done in a day? — A man is sup- 
posed to make 250 pulls of a pretty large sheet in 
an hour, hut of course you could not calculate at the 
same rate in working into books. It would greatly 
depend upon the ease with whieli the book was got 
at, besides the number of different blocks has to 1* 
considered. Of course my calculation as regards the 
priutinginto hooks depends greatly on Mr. Dillon. 

501. The Loud Chief Baron. — In wliat way?— -In 
this way — Mr. Dillon showed me, and I have proved, 
that I can print with his press, hut then I would 
not start with less than two such presses in the first 
instance to do the work, and secondly, the press should 
be such as I could work with practically. His is only 
a wooden model, I should have an iron press. 

502. But leaving Mr. Dillon out of the question, 
suppose you had the fullest power to order what 
presses you thought right, would there be any diffi- 
culty? — None whatever. I have discussed this matter 
with Mr . Dillon frequently, and I know what improve- 
ments could be adopted. Bor instance, in the inking 
there is a loss of time, and a press could bo made with 
a self-inking apparatus. 

503. The Vice-Chancellor. — But suppose we 
ordered a press from one of the best manufacturers. 
Colonel Leech, who has great experience in this matter 
of registration, informed us last year that he had com- 
municated with one of the first makers of printing 
presses in London, and that he told him there would 
be no difficulty whatever as to constructing a press to 
print in any part of a bound book. Do you see any 
practical difficulty in that ? — No. 

504. Mr. Madden. — Do you knpw of any process 

of the kind except Mr. Dillon’s in use? — No. I 
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think it would he a veiy good thing if an iron press 
were made on that model, and you could try the 
whole presswork practically. You could not give it 
a fair test with the wooden model. 

505. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — In fact, did not 
part of Mr. Dillon’s press break the other day I— Yes. 

506. How many pages of that parchment could 
you put into a book, do you think? — In regulating 
the size I would like to follow as much as possible 
the Registry of Deeds — the way they carry out their 
books now — and I have no experience of that. 

507. The Lord Chief Baron. — Of course you have 
had experience in printing upon loose sheets of parch- 
ment. Now, upon any occasions have you seen these 
loose sheets of parchment, from time to time as they 
were printed, thrown one on top of the other, so as 
to amount to a considerable heap, and so that there 
would be a considerable amount of pressure on the 
parchments underneath? — Yes. 

508. And have you found them to blurr? — Not 
generally. I have seen as many as a thousand, one 
on top of the other, and a sheet or two would show a 
“ set- off,” but that would be probably from carelessness 
in the way the boy handled it. 

509. How long would it require that the inter- 
leaved portions should remain in the parchment books 
to prevent any set-off? — If they were printed to-night, 
say till the morning. 

510. Judge Ormsby. — I suppose you have a pro- 
cess for drying these things I— I was going to suggest 
an idea that could be adapted for drying the parch- 



ments— a heating apparatus— we have a machine— ^ 
patent ot ft Dublin man, Mr. Gill of Sackville-street 
one of the most ingenious things that was ever adopted 
— winch takes a sheet of bookwork, or any other sort 
of printing, fresh from the printing machine, through 
_ cylinders heated by steam, and delivers it dried 
' pressed, and finished in the finest manner. 



011. How long does that take?— Half a minute 
while 1 am taking it off the machine, and passim* it 
through the cylinders. That process has been adopted 
by nearly all the principal printing offices in England 
and the same principle, or a modification of it,°could 
he applied to parchments. 

512. The V niE-Oir ancelloii. — Not if you are deal- 
ing with bound books? — It would require to be ap- 
plied in another way. If you wish I will get a half 
dozen or a dozen parchment sheets. We will print on 
them, sew them up, and put slips between them, and 
see how long it will require to lie before the slip can 
come out. 

513. The Lord Chief Baron. — That -will hardly do, 
because it is the great weight of the rest of the hook in 
which the printing is put, that causes the difficulty and 
the set-off? — We could get over that too by putting a 
weight on it. In fact, the greater the weight on it, 
the quicker tlic parchment would dry, because the 
set-off would then come off on the slip. Formerly 
when I wanted a parchment dried in a hurry I put it 
into slips, and put it into a hydraulic press, where the 
pressure is three tons to the square inch, now I put 
it through the hot rolling machine. 
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514. The Vice-Chancellor. — I believe you are the 
senior clerk in the Registry of Deeds Office ? — Yes, and 
the senior officer altogether. 

6 15. And of course you have had great experience 
in all the departments in that office? — A great 
deal, sir. 

516. I think we shall best get at wliat we want to 
know, by asking if you will be good enough to make 
any statement to us — is there any improvement you 
can suggest, or anything you have to complain of in 
the present system 1 — I sent you in a very long paper, 
a document that took me a whole month to prepare, 
and that contained everything 1 had to say on tho 
matter. 

517. But we would rather yon would tell us now 
any suggestions you have ? — I would rather answer an}' 
questions yon put to me. In the first place, from 
the beginning to the end of the establishment, I think 
that there is a great deal in it that might he im- 
proved ; but, at the same time, taking it all in all, 
it works remarkably well. In a pamphlet which I 
wrote some twenty years ago, I suggested several of 
the matters that you have already reported upon, for 
instance respecting the substitution of the entire deed 
for the memorial, and also to have accompanying that 
deed an abstract of it, similar to our abstract, but 
different somewhat from the one in your report, in- 
asmuch as I would put as a preface to the abstract 
the names of the parties as set out in the deed — a deed 
dated so and so, between George Rogers, James Car- 
lyle, and Denis Moore, with their additions, and then 
“which deed is hereby required to be registered accord- 
ing to' the precept below.” (See precept, infra, p. 
129). Then I would have this signed by the parties 
to the deed in the same way as the memorial is. The 
object of my prefacing the names of the parties would 
be this — if your record was only to contain the parties 
as given in our abstract without anything of the rela- 
tions of them being stated, it would necessitate a con- 
stant recurrence to the original deed. For instance, 
take any common name affecting a common denomina- 



Day, examined. 

tion of land, and let it lie, say, John Murphy affecting 
Ratlnniucs. That would he a thing that would interest 
a great many of tho persons searching, but there would 
he no way of ascertaining whether it was the person or 
not against whom the particular search was directed, 
unless you had all the names set out as I tell you. 

518. You have not seen the form of the abstract 
that wo propose, M r. Day 1 — I did not see any form 
that you propose, hut as I gather from your report-, it 
is almost identical with my own, except that you have 
not a column in it for the Ordnance Survey names. 
Wliat I proposed is that you should not only have the 
names of the towulands and tho premises as described 
in the deed, lmt exactly opposite to it should be the 
name of the townloud as it is known on the Ordnance 
Survey, grouping with these denominations.. 

519. Does that form of abstract appear in the 
pamphlet you wrote? — Yes, and in the paper that I 
sent you also. I did not give the form as a form — I 
merely premised it. 

520. This (Abstract Book) is a form we got 
printed, with headings showing a day’s work from the 
Registry of Deeds Office, in the shape we propose to 
suggest it, and in accordance with what we have 
already suggested? — That is almost the very same 
thing that I was speaking of, excepting that you have 
not the consideration. I would suggest that it should 
he left optional with the parties to put that in. 

521. And what benefit do you think would result 
from that? — There are many deeds that in fact the 
consideration denotes their action. For instance, a 
mortgage. A mortgage, if merely called a mortgage, will 
be in effect a charge for any amount, whereas if, o n 
the other hand, the consideration be £500 we know 
it is limited to that ; again if it is one of those borrow- 
ing mortgages for £500 or for any further advance not 
exceeding .£800, or as the case may be, then on the 
registration of that the mortgage is defined. I see you 
have got in this form a thing we always adopt, when 
we have no consideration stated, when I see at the 
end of a deed— for I have* to compare them— that 
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there is a mortgage for considerations tlieroiu and sub- 
ject. to redemption on payment of £-1,000 then I add 

mortgage to secure £1,000.'' 

522. Would you add that in llie Abstract Book, 
though it does not appear in the memorial ? — It would 
appear in the memorial, I am speaking of a case where 
the consideration is not set out hut merely a mortgage 
“ for the consideration therein uicutioued " — suid then 
if at the end it says — subject to the payment of £1,000, 
I put in the abstract “ to secure £1,000.” 

523. It occurs in the abstract before you in two 
places — a mortgage to secure £2,000 1 — Yes, and you 
have added the consideration £1,000. The general 
form is “subject to repayment of the sum therein 
mentioned ,” and I think it would be very advantageous, 
to have the consideration where Hit parties don't object 
stated in the abstract. 

521. Yon think it would save a reference to the ori- 
ginal deed ? — I think it would, but I would not make u 
obligatory. Some persons object to put it in at all. 

525. You would leave it optional, putting a column 
in the abstract for it? — Yes. 

526. We have made a change since this was prin- 
ted, in this way, we hod recommended that u deed 
should only lie registered against the persona whoso 
execution had been proved. In order to distinguish the 
grantors whose execution is proved, from those whose 
execution is not proved, wc propose to have a double 
column for grantors — “grantors whose executions 
proved,” and “ grantors whose execution not proved ” 1 
— That will meet my objections. Having a 
knowledge of everything people do, because I have to 
read everything coming in there, I doubt whether your 
former suggestion would work. I saw a settlement, 
just after 1 read your report, that I think would 
require to bo sent to three-fourths of the globe, to 
have it executed by the parlies, really necessary. It 
was I think a conveyance in which they put all the 
parties liaving charges together, mul made them all 
convoy to the purchaser, as they used to do iu the old 
deeds from the Court of Chancery. I determined to 
take a note of that and I have kept it iu the office to 
show to yon lest you should call upon me. That could 
be obviated by putting it on record in the first instance 
— upon proof of the execution by some of the parties 
nil the others were recorded and practically provision- 
ally registered. 

527. Would you propose to run the names of 
the grantors whose execution has not been proved 
through the Names Index? — I would say just as the 
Lord Chief J ustice did with respect to Wills. I would 
say a practice which has stood for 150 years without 
doing any one harm should be left alone, 1 should 
leave the proof of the deed to rest as it does when it 
come before the Court, I have rarely ever heard any 
pei'sons complain of being made parties to a deed, 
except such parties as trustees of a marriage settlement 
for instance, and we really don't know what to do with 
these. Under the rule which existed a considerable 
time ago we were obliged to put down every person 
as a grantor that was silent — every person to whom 
there was not a grant. 

528. That is every person who could he a grantor? 
— Yes, and from the way in which the memorials were 
drawn we did not know what parties were omitted, so 
for safety sake we always erred on the right side, and 
we did that by direction of Mr. Moore — a gentle- 
man then at the head of the office, who told us “ if ever 
you have the slightest doubt give it in favour of the 
purchaser.” 

529. Mir. Madden. — And that whether it pur- 
ported to have been executed or not? — We never 
looked to that. 

530. Supposing a deed was brought up for regis- 
tration — we all know that under the existing system 
it is registered against every person as a grantor 
who does not appear clearly to be a grantee, provided 
he has executed the deed, but do you, as a matter of 
practice in the office, register against all the parties 



to the deed whether they have executed it or not I 
— Yes; but your practice prevails iu the Middlesex 
registry. 1 objected to it there when I was over and 
saw them working, and the gentleman said if 
it was uot for that we might have frauds. 1 
never hemal of a fraud existing in Ireland owin'' 
to that. Every deed stands on its own front ; 
if you produce it, it will prove whether it was executed 
and registered by the parties. I will tell you 
what they do in Middlesex, which is almost tantamount 
to — or rather better perhaps than what you propose. 
They, in the case of a deed in which there are several 
parties, put down there being only two whose execution 
is proved. They will put ou the deed A B and C 1* 
execution proved, thereby iu their certificate telling 
what lias been omitted. Now our certificate is most 
delusive. It says a memorial of the deed was re- 
gistered. I have seen memorials of a deed tliat would 
uot stand an hour, and yet you, or any other gentle- 
man advising on title, take it for granted that it is 
correct. In mv paper 1 propose if you were to print 
this abstract every day that iustead of having » 
certificate ou the deed, which you say is to bind the 
whole world — you would only stamp your deed ns 
registered and put as your certificate a copy of the 
abstract and append it to the deed, and then any 
person will know whether or not it is properly 
registered. 

531. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you mean that 
a copy of the abstract after it has been struck off in 
the Abstract Book should bn annexed to the deed 
itself? — Yes. 

532. And handed back with the stamp of the re- 

gistry upon it ? — Yes ; or I would let the abstract 
remain as a certificate. I would say the deed has 
been registered in accordance with this precept or 
abstract 

533. And how would you connect them ? — I would 
put a number ou the abstract and the same number 
on the deed. 

534. And would not that be open to fraud — suppose 
a person substituted another document ? — No ; I would 
have nothing in the shape of writing that could 
bn forged for a certificate ; but a stomp — the Registry 
of Deeds stain]) — an imperishable die which should 
mark every document going out of the office and be a 
certificate. I remember a case in which T saw four or 
five or six deeds (in an unfortunate transaction that 
some years ago took place) brought up to the office. I 
was handed one of them and I was asked “ Is that 
Mr. Glascott’s writing to the certificate 1 ” I said “ it 
is very like," for it was admirably done, but I found 
on looking more closely that it was dated in 1852 or 
1853, and I said “Mi - . Gloscott has not been hen; 
since 1849." That deed was passed in London 
and I think some £30,000 advanced on it, on the re- 
gistration certificate of a man tliat was dead at the 
time, and who certainly, at all events, had not been in 
the office for several years. I would have everything 
stamped. 

535. But what would you gain by connecting it 
with the deed itself after you have once stamped 
it as a registered abstract in the Registry of Deeds 
Office? — It would advise any gentleman that was 
using a deed for substantiating liis title, or any man 
reading it as a muniment of proof — as to how far 
the deed was or was not registered. In 
your report yon leave it possible that a man may 
leave off n. party or a denomination and that no 
parson would be the worse of it but the person that 
made the mistake. Now that is a great error, for in 
the case of a deed of different actions any person re- 
gistering it might then register it separately with 
regard to that set of interests which he represented. 

536. Would not the loss occasioned by that fall on 
the persons who failed to bring in a proper memorial t 
— Not necessarily so. But what I wish to attract at- 
tention to is tliat there may be different interest 
represented in the one deed — interests altogether 
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different from that of the party bringing it in for re- 
gistration, who may only register it as to his own 
interest. 

537. And liow would you get over that by annex- 
ing the abstract that has been brought in? — By 
a seal that would fix it to the deed. You will find 
all that better given iu my letter of the 20th Novem- 
ber, 1S7S — paragraphs 23, 24, and 25. ( Infra p. 12S.) 

538. We also were considering the pro- 
priety of printing the indexes, and assuming that 
they can be printed from time to time into bound 
books such as are at present in the office, it occurs to 
many of us that it would be an advantage. Wit have 
got forma of these books, and what was proposed was 
this, that the Abstract Book should be first printed, ns 
it requires more information than is necessary either 
for the Names or Lauds Index Then, as you 
have already seen iu the first report, that the Lauds 
Index might be constructed by opening an account 
hi the barony book headed with the particular Ordnance 
survey denomination. The block of stereotype from 
which the Abstract Book was printed would lie 
brought into use for the Lands Index by printing into 
that the same matter short of the last two columns. 
First, do you think there would be any inconvenieuco 
from having the Abstract Book as wide as that (speci- 
men shown, 20 in.) 1 ? — I think not, sir ; I think it would 
be rather an improvement. The way we do them now 
is on the opposite pages of the hook doubled up, but 
having them together in one page is even clearer. 

539. You see there is the abstract of a deed — it 
contains the date of the instrument, the names of 
grantors whose execution is proved, the mimes of 
grantors whose execution is not proved, the names of 
one or more grantees, the nature of the instrument, 
then the count}" and barony, which we think would be 
everything for indexing?— I think the county quite 
sufficient. It was introduced mauy years ago owing 
to our indexes being framed according to the Act of 
Parliament — Williamson, John, to Edward, Henry, 
then opposite to that would bo the first denomination, 
— Barberstown, in the barony of Coolock, county 
Dublin, without showing whether there was any more 
or not. That was done away with, that is the de- 
nomination aud barony, and there is substituted for 
them merely every county, or every city or corporation 
town, and by that means a searcher could at once de- 
termine whether the property after which ho was 
searching was included in the deed. 

5-10. Look at the way in which that would appear 
in what we were thinking of as the Lauds Index ? — 
I see — the one curtailed abstract, so to speak, would 
be diffused through the book. 

541. It would be repeated under every townland 
mentioned in the abstract — take the first, Glengarriff, 
county Cork — you have the registry number, the date 
of the instrument, the grantors, the nature of the 
instrument, and the barony and county : and we are 
considering two plans — that the Lands Index should 
contain also the column of the ordnance denomina- 
tions, the same as in the abstract, or in the alter- 
native, not having that, but substituting a column 
showing that there were certain lands hi these baronies 
and county of Cork affected, and leaving the searcher 
to go to the abstract book to find out what they 
are? — I cannot see what would be the use of 
the other columns, or the dates of the instrument 
and of registration. The less you put into an 
index the better. If you could minimise the 
necessity of taking down any deeds that relate for 
instance to such a place as Grafton-street or St. 
Stephen’s -green it would be well. The particular 
abstract before me has only four grantors, but if there 
were twenty or thirty, or we will say six, seven, or 
eight, as there generally are, you would be crowding the 
index with those tilings which would oblige a person 
searching to read the names of a lot of parties ho 
would have nothing to do with. 

542. But consider it with reference to the Lands 



Index aud I will bring you to the Names Index 
presently — the reason for continuing these columns was 
this, the first process of printing would be to form a 
stereotype block to contain the whole of the 
Abstract Book. It would be printed hi the first 
instance into tbo Abstract Book. The block could then 
be utilized by sawing off that column, or these two 
columns, and leaving the remainder for the indexes. 
It was necessary, therefore, to retain what you refer 
to else we should double the process — hut do you think 
there would bo uuy inconvenience in retaining the 
additional information? — No. If you print it, it is 
all right ; it is not like necessitating a large amount of 
manual labour. 

543. Which would you prefer, from your ex- 
perience, a fora of Lands Index that would contain a 
column of the denomination of lands, including the 
one under which the registration appears, or a form 
omitting that ? — I don't think it is unnecessary — every 
denomination will he searched after individually. 

544. Then ycai think it would he more expedient 
to omit both the columns ol' denominations in printing 
the Lauds Index? — Except with reference to the 
particular denomination — aud that would be at the 
top of the page. But in each alteration of your 
column you would require skilled labour — you 
could not give that into the hands of printers. 

545. What do you mean by the alteration of 
columns? — If, for instance, you intend to make 
a day book. 

540. Certainly ? — Then if you alter these columns 
and if that be done by an unskilled person I am 
afraid there might be mistakes — he may alter the 
wrong column. You must have, at every step you 
taka, a skilled person to certify that it is correct. 
There is nothing we do in that office without the most 
anxious care and watchfulness at every step. 

547. But don’t you think this would woik — sup. 
pose wo had tlio stereotype block made in a printing 
office — tlio Government printing office for instance — 
anil the actual printing done in the Registry of Deeds 
Office itself, under the supervision of a skilled officer 
of that department — so that when the printer altered 
a column lie should iu the first instance submit it to 
tlio proper officer who should be always at hand for 
the purpose — would that get over any risk? — 'Well 
we do :ui immensity of business, and it would involve 
a great deal of work for two or three people if all tint 
reading is to be done. We have fifty deeds a day 
coming in now, having on an average three parties — 
150 and five denominations — 250, and it would take 
a very large staff to revise that work. 

54S. But once the thing is set up and in stereotype 
there could be no error in it — 

549. Mr. Madden. — Does Mr. Day clearly under- 
stand that the columns are not to be altered but only the 
outside column taken off mechanically? — But you say 
you will print in books, how will you provide books 
that could even approximate to what would be 
necessary for the requirement of an Index. 

550. The Vice-Chancellor. — You mean prospect- 
ing?— Yes. 

551. By having an account opened in the Index 
Book for every survey denomination ? — I thought you 
had reported against that, aud I wrote stating that I 
thought you must open such an account : but in that 
case there are some denominations that- would defy 
all computation. For instance Sunday’s Well, in Cork. 

552. Mr. Lake, q.c. (Secretary). — Or Monkstown, 
county Dublin? — Yes, Monkstowu would be over- 
whelming. But take a medium denomination — that 
are in Cork, Bullyuamote, I think, on the Glanmore 
side. That would defy any computation. 

553. Mr. Madden.— But supposing it did baffle your 
computation, and yon came to the end of your 
page we propose that you should then continue 0 
account elsewhere? — There would be innumerable tiuns 
fers of it. In my opinion there should be some very 
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great necessity to involve such an utter overturning of title from wliicli the root sprang it was so described. Evidence. 

the present system. It is now in the parish of St. George and Citv of 

351. The Vice-Chancellor— But have you not the Dublin, and in England they know nothing about fe4 - *• ,880 - 
same difficulty to contend with at present 1 — No. these alterations. Mr a"Ti 

555. Why not— have yon not the same denoinina- 5G4. But isn’t Temple-street in the boronv of D»y. ‘ ^ 
tions to deal with 1 — But we can make something like Coolook now? — No ; it is in the parish of St. George 
an approximation at the present day. and City of Dublin. The boundaries were up Britain- 

550. We only propose to print what you now street, Cavendish-row, turning into a place called 
write 1 — But you will print so very much more. White 's-lane, and up towards the Circular-road— 

Perhaps I am wrong though — I only give ray opinion, all that was in the barony of Coolock, County 

557. And wo are anxious to have your opinion ? — Dublin, also Mountjoy-square. 

Our present indexes answer all the purposes, I think. 565. That accounts for what I observed in some 
You have, in your report, suggested that all the grantees of the deeds sent in the other day from the Ee-ds- 
and grantors should be put on the Lands Index. At try of Deeds Office— part of Mount jov-square° is 
present we only put Williamson, Thomas, and another described us being in the barony of Coolock, and 
or others to Hill, George, and others, and then the other parts as being in the parish of St. George’ City 
searcher goes to the abstract and sees everything that of Dublin ?— That is the difficulty I am dealing’ with 

is to be seen about the deed, at least everything that practically illustrated. And it acts in such a way as 

was obligatory on the parties to register. You say, to confuse searchers, if not worse. Say that a townland 

with perfect truth, referring to Mr. Dillon’s proposal is changed from Sligo to Mayo aud that you are look- 

to register a copy of the deed, that a reference to the iug for acts affecting George Manders in Sligo, not 

abstract is sufficient and that to crowd an index with being noticed of the change, having no knowledge of 

the whole instrument would rather confuse than it, you would not mind an entry in Mayo. That u-as 

elucidate. _ a most ill-advised piece of legislation, and what I pro- 

558. And is that your experience 1 — Certainly, posed in my paper was that these changes which are 

Our abstract is, I think, the greatest improvement to carried out by Orders in Council should be all reras- 

be found in modern registration. I have never seen tcred. Say that if the lands of BallymoteandThonias- 

anything equal to it. town are changed from Ballruddery to Nethercross 

559. Is it your opinion that it would be more con- that opposite to each of these you should put a refer- 
vouient to keep the indexes in manuscript 1 — No ; ence which will indicate the change. 

What I have written is I would have the abstracts 560. Mr. Madden. — At any rate the system pro- 
brought in prepared by the public and each day I posed in our report does not involve nny greater diffi- 
would have them printed and a slip of that print cnlty from that cause than the present system — you 
attached to the deed, while the abstract as printed have always kept your books by baronies 1 — If they 
would form the foundation of the indexes. had given us the barony all through there would not 

560. Would tlic same type that prints your abstract be a more perfect system of registration, and I have 
print the Day Book also, or should the Day Book he in made myself acquainted with them all. 

a different form from the abstract 1 — Tire Day Book 567. Tire Y ice-Chancellok. — Do you think there 
contains tiro names of all the grantees and grantors, would be any advantage in printing tho Lands Index? 

and all counties, with the reference. — There would be a great ileal of saving of trouble 

5G1. In the plau we propose there would be only the anil labour if you have nothing to do but put your 

reference by the number, the names of gran tore, tli e names type over the different townland s mentioned in the 
of grantees, the barony and county in which the lands deed and have the entry made. It would be a formid- 
are situate, and these other columns in the abstract able thing to do all that in writing. 
could be omitted for printing the Day Book if not re- 568. Supposing that there were twenty Ordnance 
quired for it 1 — In your form you put the barony and Survey denominations in a conveyance that would have 
county, and the more you put of these things the more to be printed twenty different times under twenty 
you confuse the party reading. For instance if you different headings — would net Die fact of being able 
said the County of Dublin only you would save a to print it from the type once set up be a great saving 
number of baronies. of time as compared with doing it in manuscript 1 — 

5G2. But would not the specifying of the baronies Oh ! decidedly, 
he a great assistance in. restricting a search 1 — It would 5G9. I suppose yon have had a great deal of expe- 

hut we don’t depend so much ou the baronies for they rience yourself in searching 1 — No ; I have not made 

are now subject to change. Under several Acts they any searches. I have always been engaged on the 

have “ squared " the baronies — I think that is what work of preparing and revising the abstracts, 
they cal] it — and in so doing they have worked an 570. I believe that is the most important of the 
infinity of mischief as regards our system. For in- whole duties in the office ? — It is ; for as you will 
stance, Ballymore-Eustace was formerly in the County observe it forms the ground-work of the entire pro- 
Dublin and I think they have placed it now in the cedure. In fact once an abstract is prepared the 
County Kildare and barony of South Naas. Again, memorial is seldom or ever looked at. 

C ans of the barony of Uppercross was changed to 571. Are you able to form an opinion as to whether 
down. These changes are known to the more it would be better to search a printed index or one in 
experienced officers in the department, but as it is manuscript 1 — I would prefer a manuscript one — they 
great confusion is creafed by the dual situations do it so admirably in our office. But you will easily 
in deeds, and greater confusion would arise if this see an example of that by going to the Probate Court 
were adopted, unless in the first instance you made — they print their indexes there and they have oppo- 
the name of tho Ordnance Survey denominations un- site each name the substance of the grant. People 
changeable, and their situation also unchangeable. In who are old have frequently told me that they would 
your report I was astonished to see that there were prefer the writing, it is more easily read. 

1,400 alterations in one year by the Ordnance Survey 572. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — Why do you prefer the 
department. If you go to a shifting basis of that kind manuscript for your own uso — is it more easily read ) 
there must be confusion and error. — Well, if you give me a printed document I have 

563. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary) — But these were to put my spectacles on; but if you give me m&nu- 
alterations only in fields, Mr. Day ? — But on the script I have not. I can read almost any manuscript 
other hand there have been immense alterations in the without glasses, but for instance in the case of the 

baronies. I mentioned in my paper the different Acts Landed Estates Court deeds I must take my glasses to 
which have enabled these alterations. It is only a few read them. After all that is an unreal diherence. 
days ago that I took notice of some of these. I saw a Good print would l>e perfectly useful, 
property in Temple-street described as being in the 573. The Vice-Chancellor. — But your opinion 
barony of Coolock, County Dublin, because in the old would be, that it would be better to have only the 
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Evidence, counties specified, than to have both counties nutl 
- — baronies ?— Yes, in the Names Index. 

m«.xsso. 574 But I was speaking of the Lands Index 1 — I 
Mr. A. Mill'Ll' misunderstood you. I thought that you were suggesfc- 
Dny. iug that opposite to the name in the Names Index, 

you would put not only the comity but the baronies. 

575. We were first considering the Lands Index 
and whether this column of the Ordnance Survey 
denomination should be annexed and you are ■>! 
opinion that it would be quite useless, and would 
encumber the Index unnecessarily ? — Yes. 

57(5. The next column was proposed to contain both 
baronies and counties, do you think it would bo better 
to have nothing but the county ‘I — -The heading of the 
page or account will indicate the barony in which the 
townland is. 

577. Yes, and the county also ? — I think that 
quite sufficient then. 

578. Mi-. MADDEN.— It would be surplusage in 
the Lauds Index, but we want the entry for the 
Names Index I — It can do no harm. 

579. The object, you understand, is to keep as 
much as possible of the stereotype without alteration of 
any column — to keep it constant. 

580. The Vice-Chancellor. — Here is a plan that 
was suggested for the Names Index ? — I don't know 
what you want with so many particulars. These are all 
in the abstract and as you say in section 39 of your re- 
port, why should you enenmberthe Index unnecessarily. 

581. Mr. Madden. — But tbe ijuestiou rather is 
— whether, having these particulars set up for the 
abstract book and the Lands Index we may not 
utilize them for the Names Index ? — What I alluded 
to was your own pronouncement against unnecessarily 
encumbering tbe Indexes in your report, p. xxxix., 
viz. : — 

“ Wo consider that the entering thus of all particulars 
contained in the abstract would greatly delay the construc- 
tion of the Index which it is essential to have completed as 
soon as possible 

582. Mr. Madden. — But don’t you see Mr. Day, 
the object is to utilize what wo have already to hand 
and to save the preparation, and setting up in type of 
(mother Index 1 — Oh ; these details are harmless, but 
they are certainly useless. 

583. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think they 
are harmless — they Would not in any way confuse a 
searcher ? — They would confuse strangers probably. 

584. Do you think it would ho better to discard 
printing altogether for the Names Index, and have a 
inunuBcript Names Index prepared?— I am not pre- 
pared to say that. 

585. Is there any practical difficulty in either the 
construction or the working of the present Names 
Index ? — Not the slightest. The only tiling I objected 
to was that it would be very unwise to make a 
Prospective Nantes Index for so long a period as five 
years and to abolish the Sectional Indexes altogether. 
These, to a certain extent, have been a very great in- 
convenience and a very great benefit, but it is the best 
form of Index that could be devised for a short time. 
In the Middlesex Registry, on the 31st of December 
each year, they commence to throw the preceding 
transactions into dictionary order, and they have an- 
imal dictionary arrangements, and they speak of this 

prat tice as a great desideratum. But they have not 

as we have — sectional arrangements. They have a 



mere alphabetical index for tlie current year. For in 
stance, Burke, Blake, Bellingham, and Browne would 
all lie inserted without any classification under “B” 
whereas we divide “ B” into eight sections. For tlie 
current year nothing could bo better adapted for ;l 
Registry than that sectional arrangement, because it 
is not inconvenient for “one year," but the moment 
you pass one year or two years it becomes a perfect 
nuisance, more especially as regards the huge letters 
and names. 

58G. And what plan would you propose ? — Tliatthe 
sectional arrangement should be kept as it is, ami that 
during the current period there should be concurrently 
kept a Draft Index — which would not be used 
— so that whenever the 31st December arrived the 
draft could lie copied or printed and would form an 
Annual Index. Then at the end of every ten years 
or of every livo years those Annual Indexes could be 
thrown into a Consolidated Dictionary arrangement. 
By this means yon would take, for instance, all tlie 
names that had been entered in the five or ten yearn 
and put them down on a slip of paper so as to be in 
dictionary order. Take “A” — Adams, you would 
sec that in '71 there were four entries on it, and in 72 
three, and in '73 so many, and you would leave space 
for these. Passing on to the next Dame — Andrews, 
you would find, perhaps, in the period twenty-three 
acts recorded against him, and you would leave space 
for them, and so on with all the names. From that 
slip, having brought the names all into dictionary 
order ami calculated the space required for each, 
you could at once throw them all into a Consolidated 
Decennial or Quinquennial Index. The way they do it 
now is (and they do it admirably, though I think 
dangerously) — they calculate the entries under each 
name in the previous corresponding period and proceed 
accordingly ; and while there is usually some difference 
it is astonishing what agreement one set of years 
will have with auother. 1 would further propose that 
to every Index there should be a guide.* For instance 
Bagnall is spelled in different ways — Bagenal, Bagnal, 
aud so on, and I think there should be prefacing each 
hook a Sunni mo Guide Index, so that a searcher may 
see that a name he is searching against is spelled in 
four or five different ways and proceed accordingly. 

587. Mr. Lane, Q.C., (Secretary'). — Is that some- 
thing like what you suggest (handed form of Guide 
Index in “ Dibli’n Yorkshire Registry ” p. 29) ?-— Yes; 
that is just wind 1 have been speaking of. (See below. | 

588. Dr. Elkington, q.c. — And that applies, of 
course, to a Names Index in any form ? — No, to a 
dictionary arrangement only. 

589. Mr. Madden. — But if we were to proceed upon 
the system of putting in those additional particulars 
in tlie Lauds Index, I think I may fairly assume that 
the books could not be prospected on the present 
system — it would be necessary to open a separate head- 
ing for each mime ? — There is a separate heading in the 
Registry ni-rangements at present, and they are done 
with the greatest of skill. But what upsets them in their 
arrangements are the new companies that are arising 
now — to put them into perfect order baffles every one. 

590. Mr. Lane, q.c., (Secretary). — Have they not 
done it for tlie last ten yeare ? — Yes. 

591. And have they not succeeded very well in 
the space they left? — Yes ; very well, indeed, con- 
sidering the difficulties under which they laboured. 



Form of Guide Index mentioned in No. 587. 



Humilities. 


Names written or pronounced 


Surnames 


Names written or pronounced 
nearly ulilcc. 


Surnames. 


Names written or pronounced 
nearly alike. 


Abberton, 


(See Aaron, above.) 

Abbey. 

Abby. 

Abcy. 


Abbot, . 

Abbotran, . 
Abbutl, . 
Abby, . 
Ahdy, . . 

Abel, 


(See Abbay, above.) 
Abbot. 

Abbott. 

(See Abbot, above.) 

( See Abbay, above.) 

Abel. 

Abell. 


Abell, . 
Abercrombie, 

Aborcromby, . 
Abey, . 
Abingdon. . 

Abington, . 


(See Abel, aboro.) 

Abercrombie. 

Aborcromby. 

(See Abercrombie, above.) 
(See Abbay, above. 
Abingdon. 

Abington. 

(See Abingdon, above.) 



* See infra. p. IH'.I, pur. 48, fic. 
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Air. A. Magee D. 

592. Mr. Madden. — Since tin- Inst day yon 
were here I had the pleasure of muling your hooks 
aud contributions on the subject, cliiefly to see 
whether there wore any matters in them which 
von had overlooked when here, iqion which wo desired 
information. T observe that so long ago ns 1858, 
in your pamphlet then published, you recommended a 
svstem almost identical with that which wc have 
adopted in our report, as far us reganlh the consolidation 
of offices, the transfer of the registry of judgments, the 
adoption of ordnance denominations, throwing the 
preparation of the abstract on the public, in fact in nil 
their main features the two systems agree ; and then I 
read those papers which you wrote more recently, and 
there are several mattera in them connected with the 
practical working and organization of the department 
that suggest inquiries. In the first place you agree 
with the conclusion we arrived at, that a sectional i mlex 
fora long period becomes a troublesome aud unwork- 
able document? — Yes, I stated that. 

593. And you are of opinion that an index in 
strict dictionary order is dangerous for unskilled 
searchers, and you gave us an illustration of that, the 
different spellings of names to he found in different 
places, which would he puzzling without anything to 
guide the unskilled searcher. Would you state the 
expedient you suggest in your paper for getting 
over that ? — That is the Guide Index I spoke of the 
last day. 

594. A complete index of the surnames that have 
passed into the names index ? — I stated it thus in my 
pamphlet of 1859 : — “ That a list of the names 
appearing on the index book, with tho number of the 
page in which the entries under each name are to be 
found, might advantageously be prefixed.” 

595. And that would, iu your opinion, get over 
the danger, and render our recommendation workable, 
would it not ? — Perfectly. 

59C. The Vice-Cuaxcem-or. — H ow would that 
operate in tho working of it? — Well, the skeleton 
books that are prepared for Indexes much resemble 
our present books. I was looking at your report only 
last night, and was struck by that. For the making 
of these books in quinquennial or decennial periods, 
the entries from 1SG0 to the end of 1804, or from 1S70 
to the end of 1879, are all blocked out, and an esti- 
mated space left for them. To that I would add a 
page to be allocated to a list of the surnames, just exactly 
as they occur in regular dictionary order, they would 
be put down in that page, and opposite to each sur- 
name would be the page on which it is to be found ; 
so that if you were searching after one of the very ex- 
traordinary names that sometimes occur, you would 
look down that guide index, and see whether it was or 
was not in the book you were dealing with. 

597. That guide index would be something 
very like the index used for on ordinary merchant’s 
ledger ? — Exactly, except that in a merchant’s ledger 
they come according to the transactions, and not in 
dictionary order ; whereas my arrangement would be 
m strict dictionary order. 

59S. That is the main index you mean ? — No, but 
also the guide index ; it would be in strict dictionary 
order too, as taken from the books. And there might 
be, during the current year for instance, a draft index 
fuade ; but in the plan which I propose I rather object 
to the draft index being put into the hands of any 
searcher, much less a public searcher. I think our 
index should be complete in itself, and every line in it 
allocated to a certain purpose before any one looks at 
it. Others, however, are of a different opinion. They 
have practised for the last few years searching on draft 
indexes in the office, but those have never been given 
to the public. There are generally twenty people 
working there, making their own searches, and they 
have to wade through these sectional indexes, without 



\v further examined. 

any dictionary aid being given them. The object I 
would have, therefore, in taking a draft dictionary 
index from those, is that on the 1st of January this 
year I could have a complete record of the transactions 
frem January last. I would copy or print that then 
for tho public, without any speculation whatever j 
but I certainly would not give the draft index 
to the public. I would not give it to any one to 
search, but the gentlemen in the office do "use such 
books. Instead of making your indexes in duplicate. 
1 would have your index for the official searcher, and 
:ui annual copy without any blanks or spaces for the 
public. 

599. Judge W alsh. — hat do you propose to be 
done between the 1st of January, 1879. and the 1st of 
January, 1880? — Ob, the Sectional Indexes for the 
current yenr or for one year are not an incumbrance. 

GOO. Air. Madden. — In your last day's examination 
you referred to tbe effects of the proposition maae bv us 
of throwing the burthen of constructing tlic abstract 
upon the public, and you point out that this change 
would facilitate greatly the preparation of the Day 
Book aud of the Abstract Book. Could you give any 
idea of the amount of labour — leaving out of view the 
question of printing for the present, and assumiug 
them to be copied in manuscript — can you give us any 
estimate of the amount of Inbour that would be saved 
iu the office by tho adoption of that proposal? — If thepre- 
paration of the abstract is to be thrown vqion the pul "lie, 
and not in any way to identify the office with the 
responsibility, of course it would very largely facilitate 
us ; but your report directed that the abstracts should 
bo compared as regards the names and parcels, and 
you left out the comparison as to the nature of the 
instrument, and other particulars, from which I would 
gather that tho person framing the abstract might 
frame it exclusively in accordance with the interests 
of the party he represented, and consequently that the 
interests of some others might be overlooked and dis- 
regarded. In that case I would imagine that it would 
be a dangerous thing to confine the official comparison 
merely to the names aud parcels. 

G01. But assuming that our proposition was carried 
out, and that the abstract was not prepared in die 
office but outside, and merely compared as to these 
particulars, could you give any idea of the amount of 
labour that would be saved — the number of clerks 
now employed that would be unnecessary then ? — Of 
course the entii-e labour of preparing the abstracts 
would be saved. That is two gentlemen’s labour. 

602. Andwould not the Day Bookbe more ensilypre- 
pared then from these abstracts ? — It would be a mere 
matter of transcription then. The name of all the 
grantors, and all the grantees if you please, and the 
column you speak of as containing every county, or 
city, or corporation town in which the premises are 
situated are the particulars we have now. 

G03. You call attention in your remarks to the 
labour that would be incurred in comparing the deeds 
with the copies lodged for registration. Assuming 
again that our proposals would be carried into effect — 
could you form an estimate of that labour! — I said about 
sixteen persons — that is eight couples, as they work. 

G04. On the assumption that about sixty deeds were 
brought in each day 1— Yes. 

G05. And from your experience of the general 
average of deeds, you thought it would require sixteen 
persons for that comparison? — I mentioned it to 
several persons in the office since and they told me I 
was considerably under the amount of labour that would 
be required. In the first place it would be perfectly 
impossible for any one man to concentrate his attention 
on verbal comparison for one day. It is quite out of 
tbe question. They say, and I know myself that hr 
reading very long deeds I get confused, and if I did 
not take a note as I went along J would forget all 



Evidence. 

Fib. S. 1880. 

Mr A. Mageo 
Daj. 
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Evidence about it before I got to the end. A man having verbal printing— -that is to say that there should beset up in 

' comparison to do only should not be left at it for an a form of that kind (shown specimen abstract) in 

Feb. 1. 1840. on tire day or day after day. I would rather that there a long slip c urtain particulars which would form the 
Mr K Ma'ce were thirty-two persons doing half a day’s work at abstract; that the miter columns which contained the 
Day.’ ’ ’ b that and half a day at something else. denominations should lie mechanically removed (which 

GOG. Vice-Chancellou. — R elieving each other t— would involve no additional comparison), and that the 
Yes, no one could go on with verbal comparison for ] tortious remaining should ho struck into the Lands 

one ’entire day, and day after day. Index under the different headings!— Would not this 

GOT. Mr. Madden. — B ut yon would not require particular entry be in a barony book, which hook would 

skilled labour for that?— No. »f couiuo also show the county. In that event the 

(108. You say they work iu couples. One of the repetition of these particulars in the body of the form 
two would be like the ordinary reader in a printer’s would Or. mere surplusage. 

office ? Yes. Cl 8. But is not what I say correct — apart from the 

GOO. Well, I see also that you have some reference exact form the printed slip takes — that the adoption 
to our proposal as to the Lands Index. Of course of printing would reduce the skilled labour in the con- 
this is all on the assumption of the Index being kept struction of the Lands Index to this— namely, that 
in manuscript, aud you estimate that additional labour there should bo a person or persons in charge of the Index, 
would be involved by the adoption of our system of thoroughly conversant with it, who would take cave 
keeping the Lands Index !— Very largely, for if 1 re- that the printed entry was struck exactly under the 
collect your Lands Index, it was to contain practically proper heading and nothing more ? — There is something 
the abstract — the date, all the grantors, the first precedent to this coming to the Lauds Index. How 

grantee, the nature of the instrument, would this form be prepared? Would you leave that 

G10. Not quite so much, but at any rate it would in the hands of printers, or would you have :uiy skilled 
contain more than the present Lands Index, and I person in charge ? 

think you consider that four additional clerks would G 1 0. That brings us to another branch of the 
be required for that work 1 — I think so. question. You said that our proposals as to the Lands 

611. You say, “Would require in addition to the Index would lie so expensive, that it is well to see 
number of persons already engaged on that duty, I what could he saved by printing. Assuming that the 

should say four more” — I suppose that labour would bo abstract comes to you in that form, I am correct in 

the manual labour of writing in the entry, and the stating, that as to the Lands Index, the only skilled 

more critical labour or work of comparing it, and labour that would ho required in the oflice — if our 
finding it to be accurate ? — The Lands Indexes are suggestions were carried out, and if in addition, printing 
divided into sections aud divisions, and it requires the was adopted — would he that there should he some 
person making that entry to be entirely an. fait with the competent person to see that the cutties were printed 
system. A county is sometimes divided into fourteen under the projier headings ? — Yes ; but how would you 
or fifteen baronies, and each barony is again divided know that that was the correct block to print from? 
alphabetically, and there are a number of towns G20. V ice-Chancem.OK. — A ssuming for the present 
registered apart by themselves, called corporation that the block of stereotype which is brought up to 
towns. The public arc not at all aware, apparently , you, 1ms been found to ho accurate, and that you have 

that these are taken separately. For instance, now merely to print it into the Lands Index, and suppose 

Portarlington, we ordinarily get the description there are ton towulauds in that, and it has to be 
“ Premises situate iu Portarlington in the Queen’s printed into ton different places in the index, would 
county." That would not give us an accurate do- there be any further skill required in doing that, than 
scription of them to entitle us to put them down in to see that it was printed into its proper place under 
any other way, and the party making the entry would cadi of the ten headings? — No, an ordinary clerk 
have to put them in the shortest form, and perhaps would do it, but I think he would require to be 
not very clearly. checked by two persons afterwards. 

G12. I gather both from what you have said and 021. Mr. Madden. — I sco you are impressed by 
written, that if such a system as was suggested the the consideration that there is much skill required in 
last day you were here, could he adopted, namely, that finding out what is the proper entry now ? — Yes. 
of printing from a constant block of stereotype under 022. But that will be all removed to another 
each heading, the labour of making the comparison department under this proposal, and you can hardly 
would be infinitesimal? — Yes, but you shotdd have realize such a thing, us that the necessary entry should 
some one to direct the printers. emue cut and dry to you ? — At present we give them 

G 13. The chief office labour, as distinguished from the material in the abstract, and it is something 
the printing — if this were adopted — would bo the more than manual labour, of course, to prepare these 
providing of some thoroughly competent and skilled indexes. There are, I think, some 229 baronies.* I 
person to take core that the particular block of stereo- cannot speak to the nnmber with accuracy, but out 
type was struck into its proper place, in the county, of that multitude of blocks, and the divisions and 
barony, townland, city or town ? — Yes. sub-divisions of them, it requires skill in the gentleman 

Gl-1. And the immense manual labour of making working to select the right one for a particular entry 
the entry and comparison would be removed — it is out of them, especially as regards these Corporation 
obvious that after the stereo-block is produced, there towns. If I take the town of Augher, for instance— 
would be no interference with it, and therefore there many of us would ask is that a Corporation town or not. 
would bo no requirement for comparison further?— I think there are 100 or 105 of these Corporation towns 
Wliat would be the entry, then? entered separately apart from the counties, and that 

G15. The entry you were shown on the last very town of Augher, in Tyrone, is a very small 
occasion?—' That entry then would be framed by whom? place. 

GIG. I wanted to ascertain what might be saved G23. I think, as we are talking about this system 
by printing, and you stated that if the Lands Index of printing, it would be better to explain to you 
was altered to our proposed form, from its present exactly, the projiosnl — it is so difficult for you 
form, that there would be considerably greater labour, keep the old aud the new systems distinct 
from the entries that would have to be made and the proposal that we are now discussing, is, that this form 
comparison, and you estimate the additional labour that of abstract, brought in by the public, should be sent 
would be entailed at about four more clerks?— That to the printer, aud a number of them set in that * 01 ® 
is supposing it would have to be done in manuscript. (shown page of the Abstract book)?— I see you <us- 
G 17 . Yes, and I wanted then to direct your atten- tinguish those whose execution is proved from tnoee 
tion .to the proposal, that it should be done- by not proved. If you do so, you should put tne. 

*316.— R.J.L. 
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separately. Supposing you were searching against 
the lands of Monkstown, you would have to read 
down two columns. You would have to read the 
net of the man whose execution was proved, as 
well as that of the man whose execution was not 

proved 

624. No, we propose that it should only he 
registered against grantors whoso execution had been 
proved? — Yes. T was alluding the last evening I 
was here, to a deed that would have to be sent to the 
four quarters of the globe, if, prior to its registration, 
proof of execution by all the grantors were required. 

I put my hand on that, and I have a note of it here, 
if you wish to see it. 

025. But I am talking now of our proposed plan ? 
—That is, the Acts of those whose execution is not 
proved, are not to be returned on the search ? 

G26. No, wo only register against the parties 
whose execution is proved, and we segregate them ? — 
Yery well ; that would do. 

627. The V ice-Chancellor. — This is, in point 
of fact, a superfluous column for registration pur- 
poses. 

628. Mr. Madden. — That abstract or precept is 
to be brought in by the public, as I have said, and the 
proposal is, tlmt it should be set up in type, and a 
stereo-block taken. The first column, giving the 
date, would, of course, be in blank, to be filled up in 
your office. The block of stereotype should he in the 
sue of the page of that book, and of that shape, to be 
printed into the Abstract Book in chronological order, 
as the abstracts come in. Then, for the purpose of 
forming the index the two outer columns are cut off', 
by mere mechanical means, and you proceed to make 
your Names and Lauds Indexes. You see it is proposed 
to utilize each abstract forming a strip of the Abstract 
Book, for tiro indexes. Different considerations are 
applicable to each of these indexes, and We are now 
considering the Lands Index. It is proposed that the 
stereotype should bo struck in under the proper 
heading of that hook, and what was passing in your 
mind, as to the propriety of tire entry, arose from 
mixing up the present system with the new one. You 
will havo tlm entry there constant, and it would bo 
struck into its proper place under the townland heading, 
in the Lands Index. Now, what I was asking you 
was — if this system were adopted, would your estimate, 
about the additional number of clerks being required, 
hold good ? — Not at all. 

G29. In fact the labour would be minimised, for at 
present you have to construct that entry. Y our abstract 
then has to bo compared and the proper entries put into 
the indexes ? — I was looking over my own papers last 
night, and I found that I havo the same abstract that 
you Buggest, with the exception, that at the hood of mine 
I have the parties, names set out. At one time we 
were very anxious to have legislation here, and I pre- 
pared the outline of the bill, and this is part of that. 
There was one proposal that the memorial was continued 
and another that the deed should come in, as you pro- 
pose, with an abstract ; and this is the form of the 
abstract I had suggested. You will see how very 
similar it is to yours (see form infra, p. 129.) I 
intended to have one set of indexes according to 
the Ordnance Survey, and another set according 
to the ordinary town names as at present. By 
that means I thought it would gradually come that 
the people would get accustomed after five or ten 
years with the Ordnance Survey names, and that we 
would bo able to drop the ordinary townland names 
altogether ; but I am afraid a change from the general 
names to the Ordnance Survey names, made suddenly, 
would meet with great opposition, and that it would 
he, to say the least of it, a very great risk. 

630. I see that in your letter you recommend 
that for the first, quinquennial period the two systems 
should.be tried concurrently, and that the Lands Index 



should bo kept in duplicate, but not in duplicate 
exactly corresponding, that the old system should be 
run along with the new one ? — Yes. 

631. There are also some other suggestions as to 
the abstracts. You say that from 1800 to 1828 there 
is a series of dormant abstracts, which have been written 
out and entered? — Not only written out, but most 
skilfully prepared. 

032. But which have never been compared ? — 
Never been compared. 



633. So that they are practically useless ? — Yes — 
that labour that took such a time — for I think there 
are 225,000 deeds all abstracted, aud done by men 
that would be incapable of doing anything, except 
with their very best — they were skilful men that I 
know'. These abstracts were taken about the year 
1834, mid they are all made out and bound in books, 
and, in fact, there is nothing required to be done but 
to check them. 

634. And that would he a comparatively small por- 
tion of the labour? — The checking is very laborious. 
It is the work I am at present engaged upon, but if 
you would relieve me and my coadjutor, Mr. Leyne, of 
the revision of the abstracts, we could then take up 
that work, and we would go through it backwards, 
commencing at 182S, then taking 1827 and so on, so 
as to bring the series into connexion with that already 
existing. Some people think that we are getting 
away from that period — that there is little good of 
a record of the kind for more than 50 years ; but it is 
a pity to sec so much skilled, well done labour lying 
dormant. 

635. The Vice-Chancellor.— Are you able to 
form any estimate as to the number of persons, and the 
time it would take lo check these I — If you eire me 
leave, when I have the exact number before me, I 
could tell you, but I think I mentioned it in my paper, 
however. 

636. Mr. Madden. — You say that the abstracts 
wore not compared from 1820 to 1828, but . the 
number of them you have not stated 1 — I think it is 
225,000. It is mentioned in Mr. Lane’s report I 
know. 



637. Judge Walsh. — You have, I understand, 
732 volumes uncompared? — Yes; but they are all 
small volumes. 

63S. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary).— There are about 
800 books usoless for want of comparison ? — There 
is not a more vajuable repository of interest, I ven- 
ture to say, than that which is now lying dormant 
there. 

039. Mr. Madden. — If our suggestion of throwing 
the preparation of the abstract upon the public were 
adopted, the skilled labour now required in that depart- 
ment could be utilized on that work ? — I could give you 
an approximation of what would be required. I compare 
about forty deeds a day, and Mr. Leyne about twenty 
—be has other duties— that is sixty. In former years 
we had about 5,000 or 6,000 deeds a year, so that we 
might do three years — certainly two years — in every 
one year. There is a paper here— one of the parlia- 
mentary papers in which all that is mentioned.* It is 
not by me, so that I may the more readily refer to it. 
It was a gentleman named Ray made the report and I 
think he says that to pull up all our arrears would 
take one man for 300 years. I think what I turn you 
would be sufficiently near for your purpose. \\ e can 
do either two or three years — certainly two years in 
every one year. 

640. The Vice-Chancellor. — I suppose there are 
other gentlemen who could take it u P/~ 

The gentlemen who now prepare the abstracts. 
There ore two clerks entering the abstracts anil 
two revising and each revisor has air assistant or a 
person to read to him. All these are skilled men and by 
your proposal to do this work by printing and by 



* Par. Pap. H. G No. 101 : 62. - ^ 
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Laving tlio ftLatract brought in prepare.! by tl.o pr'bHc, 



Mr. A. Magee 
Day, 



tLieir uluuuib — , , , . , . 

could be put to the comparison of these old abstracts 
..... »„.,i,i\-i« tin, m in a very short time — ancl those 



vre could do them in a very 
'entlemen are nil qualified for 
‘ 641. That 'is a paper you were good enou^i to 
nvpnnve Lamer dated 15th December, 18*9, nju>. 



TETs. 'And may we take it now as portion of your 
r»viiipnce'? — Yes. But might I look over it beforehand. 



evidence! — -Yes. , , 

I had prepared first a much longer paper and 1 reduced 
it to that in one day-when I was very unwell 

642. Certainly, and you can also got n proof of it. 

I forget whether at present, in preparing the Abstract 
Book you put in the place of abode or description ot 
the grantors! — No. . , 

643. If you want to identify the particular person 
how is it done! — -From the transcript 

644. That is the copy of the memorial that is 
transcribed into your book ?— Yes. I intended that 
those abstracts with the headings should form as it 
were the transcript to which everything would be re- 
ferred. Then the schedules would be the only thing 
that would he acted on. 

645. Now for constructing the Lands Index, I 

think you have already stated that in your opinion it 
would be quite unnecessary and unmeaning to have a 
column for county and barony ! — I had it in my form 
of abstract, but I never contemplated putting it in the 
Lauds Index. , 

646. You consider it a useless column!— 1 tuuik 
it would be more than useless — it would be misleading. 

647. Mr. Madden. — But having it already in the 
stereotype block for the Names Index, would it do 
any harm 1 — 1 am afraid it would bo misleading. 

648. How could it be misleading— it would give un- 
necessary information but nothing wrong! — Those in 
the office would not he misled, but you must re- 
member that some persons come up from the country 
who won’t tell any one wliat they are doing. 
They won’t even ask a question for fear you would 
find out what they are doing. It is only surplusago 
of course, hut it might be misleading. 

649. The Vice-Chancellor. — I apprehend that 
the Lands Index, if framed on the basis we propose, 
would be in Barony Books! — Yes. 

650. And the headings would show not only the 
particular townland but the barony, and of course the 
county in which it is situate! — Yes ; the books must 
give that information. The book you search in is such 
and such a “ County Book." Again, why would you 
put the nature of the instrument in an Index ! 

651. Mr. Madden. — Is it in reference to the Lands 
Index or the Names Index that you object to it! — 
Both the one and the other. In looking over my 
papers last night I came across a document in which I 
deal with that very question. After dealing with 
another matter I wrote : — “ But it would be manifestly 
unfair to the owners of property that their private and 
family affairs should be unnecessarily displayed on the 
Index of a compulsory registry and he then necessarily 
read by thousands of persons that would otherwise ho 
unacquainted with them. Suppose, therefore, a search 



necessary to make search on these denominations, needs 
uo comment. 

052. The Vice-Chancellor. — What unnecesfary 
information do you refer to in that (specimen of Lands 
Index), Mr. Day ? — -There is the nature of the instru- 
ment- mortgage, marriage settlement, or judgment— 

whatever it might, be. 

653. That, argument, of yours applies only to the 
Indexes!— Only to the Indexes. 

054. And does not extend to the Abstract! — No. 
The Indexes at present refer to the Abstract, and 



any one that has necessity to go to it will do so: 



hut if you have all that information- — all concerning 
tlio particular t-wnlaud in which a searcher is in- 
terested before him, on one page or in one account, and 
that ho 1ms of necessity to read the whole of it, he 
becomes jmasessed of a large amount of unnecessary 
information. 

655. Then the force of your argument is that if 
that system wore to exist that the person searching 
against a man of tlio name of Jones or Hamilton 
would come in contact with a number of other Jones 
and Hnmiltous, and get information about them, with 
whom he was not dealing!— It is most objectionable 
with country people— that they should see on one page 
all the dealings of a townland. In the present books 
you could not, get that without going to the Abstract. 

056. And do you think that the trouble of going to 
another book, quite open to them, would operate as a 
check 1— They need not go to the other books— they 
would not go from mere curiosity, at least I don’t think 
so • but if 1 mu searching on Moukstowu for instnnce, 
according to vour system, I necessarily see all the 
dealings with it. mid 1 am bound to read it all lest I 

should pass what I am interested in. 

057 Duos not tlic winio difficulty exist now!— Yes, 
but in a much loss degroe-if William Molloy grant to 
Edward Mulluv, mul we see a reference we tike it 
down but if 1 hud William Molloy to another-and 
find he is mortgaging for so much, I would be man 
curious to go on. , , . 

G58 What is the thing you think should not 
appear t_ln the Indexes, I don’t think the nature 
of the instrument should bo given. That would only 
involve the cutting off of another column, and then 
the Index would be right. _ 

659. And the nature of tlio instrument, 1 appre- 
hend is perfectly unnecessary for the purposes of a 
search !— Entirely— for the Index. 

G60. Tlie nature of the instrument you then ascer- 



tain from tlio abstract 1 — \ es. , , .r 

think that tlio additional trouble oi 



661. And vim think that tlio additional 
going to the Abstract Book would bo a sufficaentjheclt 



upon curiosity to prevent any of the mischief you 

append i-csrftiiigl—VM^ ^ lm testoa 



662. Judge Walsh.— I can very 1 
tnc difficulty you mention. A. countr, 
and searching against a particular townlan , 

that a neighbour has been dealing with h* 



unacquainted witn mem. suppose, tneretore, a search searcuer is looxiug ® — . . . know 

was such an usual name as Jones, Hamilton, or Burke, or a mortgage, or a settlement, w nc y cer 



soldier i. lootiug for . portreulor e “ e 



•Burke, or a mortgage, or a setxuemeuu, J f a cer tain 

an abstract of every deed executed by a person named party has executed during the sp every act 

Jones would appear under that head, the same with re- number of years, you would have o n0 =sible 

of rmrt.; for thut time!— That IS the east ?"*. 



spect to Hamilton and Burke respectively. Any one of of the party for that time f— That is e eas 

’1 contain about 1,000 entries for ten use that is made of the Registry. » “ j that I 
vidual deeds, and they are so very easily found, 



addition to being an unnecessary < 



names would 

years ; it is therefore easy to perceive the large amount 
of unnecessary information thus displayed to the gaze 
of every person to whom it may he necessary to make 
such a search on any of these names. The same 
would occur on the Lands Index. Suppose the town- 
lands or denominations of Monkstown, Roebuck, 

Clonskeagh, Ranelagk, Rathmines, in Dublin : Car- 
rigaline, Glamniro, Glankittane, Monkstown, in Cork ; 

Hollywood and Saintfield in Down; Malone and 
•Dunmurry in Antrim, and such as these the amount 
of uyurious and unnecessary information that would 
be displayed before persons by whom it might be 
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victual deeds, and tney aiu . j , nltering 

don’t think tlioro ttouM '» “iTto % wont say » 
the hooks, and making what would be>^ ^ytjjing 



gMng ante the 



of Names Index) !— Here y° u 8 1 . ^rument 

tion than is given now— the Da m county, 

and the barony. The present book gives w 
city, or corporation town. 
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005. What is your opinion upon that, Mr. Day ? 

That the county is quite enough ; hut the rest, 

of course, •would be more or less useful. Again, how- 
ever, 1 would say it must be somewhat teasing to go 
tin O'igh all that. 

060. Do you think it would be an advantage in 
the Names Index that you should see not only the 
name of the party against whom in that particular 
place the act is registered, but tho names of the other 
parties joined with him in tho same instrument 1 — Is 
it, for instance, that in the name of Malone you would 
see the names of others ? 

GG7. Yes — there (in specimen Names Index) is a 
case of five grantors. Would there be any advantage 
in finding in the particular act that was dated on the 
21st July, 1879, as appearing here, that there were 
four other persons, whose names were given, coupled 
with him as grantors 1 — If it were an act at all, the 
searcher would refer to the abstract where he would 
get that information. It is harmless, to lie sure, but 
at the same time it would embarrass ; the more 
you introduce into a mere index the more a searcher 
is perplexed. 

6G8. But do yon think there is any advantage to 
be gained by it 1— Not the least. 

1169. In this specimen form thoro is also the general 
nature of the instrument? — I would not have it. 

070. Do your objections with respect to the Lands 
Index equally apply to this ? — Certainly. 

G71. Then we come to tho county and barony 
column, and you think that it is unnecessary to insert 
the barony 1— I do. 

G72. But won't it, to a certain extent, diminish 
the amount of searching if they find that this jiarticular 
act does not relate to the barony against which the 
search is directed? — Yes, but in a large deed, you 
have no idea of the numl -er of baronies that may be 
comprised. You will throw an enormous responsibility 
on the public and a greater liability to err than you 
have any idea of, by introducing that. In the first 
place, the baronies are changing, continually varying 
in their names, and in the Ordnance Survey too ; even 
the townlands are varying as to situation. 

G73. But supposing they remained constant with- 
out any change ? — Even if they do ; don’t you see that 
you make it a more severe abstract to prepare. 

674. But though it is a more severe abstract to 
prepare, doesn’t it relieve the office a great deal ? — I 
don’t think it will relieve tlic office in a degree corres- 
ponding with the additional labouryou put on the public. 

675. Mr. Madden. — But are not you now rather 
comparing it with the existing system than the pro- 
posed system, because assuming that you have to put 
the Ordnance Survey denominations of townlands, 
into the abstract, you require no additional labour to 
ascertain the baronies? — You will place atone end of the 
memorial, or abstract, all the townlands und all their 
baronies according to the Ordnance Survey, and here 
in another column the different baronies in each 
county, and the different parishes in each city ; but 
supposing they don’t agree, who i3 to compare them ? 

676. I would wish to explain that for a moment. 
The last column gives the names of the parcels as in the 
deed ? — Yes, but another gives the Ordnance Survey 
denominations. 

677. But the last column may have no barony or 
county stated, and the public can never arrive at the 
Ordnance Survey denominations accurately, without 
arriving at the baronies, because they must discover 
°ll from a common source ? — Suppose the last column 
giving the parcels describes the lands as situate in the 
barony of Castlewellan and Drnmakair, and that the 
barony column gives the barony os Drumahair only, 
who is to be responsible for the necessary alteration ? 

• — The barony column will rulo the entry on the Names 
Index, and anything omitted in that column won’t be 
found in the Names Index, though it may be in the 
column for Ordnance Survey denominations. 

678. That is a very important practical question, 
whether the officer receiving this should not make the 



comparison ; it is a mere mechanical operation, a mere Evidence. 
comparison of the Ordnance Survey coluinu with the — 

county aud barony column ? — If you throw those addi- 6 * 

tional things on tho office you won’t lessen the labour >j r . - 

oue iota. You must either leave the office free, bavin" Day. 
nothing to do with it, or put it upon it, to say it is a 
correct or an incorrect abstract. I may mention that 
I read with surprise a statement made here that the 
offi cials could not prepare an abstract from the deed itself. 

Of the two I would prefer to prepare or compare the 
abstract from tho deed than from a memorial, because if 
there were obscure expressions iu the memorial (it being 
a secondary instrument) the deed itself might be per- 
fectly clear. I think the office could prepare the abstract 
more accurately from the deed than from the memorial. 

679. At all events you would suggest that in this 
column we should merely have the county? — As now. 
the county, city, and corporation town. 

G80. On the ground that there would he less 
danger of error ? — Yes. 

681. And that the danger of go ing wrong would 
be greater iujury than the benefit from narrowing 
tho search ? — Yes. 

682. Tire Vice-Chancellor.- -Now does anything 
further occur to you? — I put a few notes on a sheer 
of paper ; it won't occupy yon for any great length of 
time if you allow me to read them. 

683. Certuiidy; anything you have to suggest ? 

— These are suggestions which I did not make in my 
pamphlets : — “ That the Begistmtion of Deeds shoulii 
cease at 2 o’clock each day us it does in Middlesex.’ 

They told me in Middlesex that the advantage that gave 
them was that they could make out a slip of all the 
grantors during the day aud have it ready for the 
public, during the remaining hour — so that trans- 
actions could be closed at once. 

684. What hour does the Registry at Middlesex 
open? — At 10 o'clock. 

GS5. Judge Walsh. — Or 9 o’clock. Most offices 
do open at nine in England ? — No, I think it is at 10 
o’clock. I was there at that hour oue morning, and 
they had just opened, as well ns I remember. 

G8G. Tlie Vice-Chancellor. — Are their hours the 
same as at Heurietta-street 1 —Their hours are from 
1 to 3 p.m. searching, 11 to 2 for registering. 

687. And yours are from 10 to 4? — Yes. I 
would propose also, “ That all deeds registered on 
the same day should be of equal priority." That 
is a huge question I suppose, but you will find 
that it would very greatly facilitate your trans- 
actions. “The remaining two horn-s would enable 
persons to ascertain with certainty the nature of the 
day’s proceedings, aud enable transactions to be closed 
with safety when deed registered on that day. 1 ' They 
sometimes register the deed before paying over the consi- 
deration money, and by this means they could ascertain 
the fact of registry and pay over the money at once. 

Also, “ That if the memorial be continued it should be 
compared with the deed after it has been registered, and 
rejected if found discrepant; the cause of rejection 
should be noted in a book and the deed then returned 
to the party for amendment, as was the former prac- 
tice," which by the way I can find no warrant for 
altering. Mr. Lane, in his report, stated the old 
practice correctly. A deed was brought in for regis- 
tration, was provisionally numbered according to its 
receipt, and was subsequently compared with the memo- 
rial ; or rather the memorial compared against, the deed, 
and if any errorwas detected, the instrument was entered 
in -a book for “ Returned Deeds,” which would indicate 
the character of the mistake shortly, and show that the 
deed had been in the office and returned for error. 

That was, in a way, a sort of record, and when the 
deed would come back again, the Registrar, or clerk, 
would not only see that the error, so noted, had been 
set right, but that there had been the proper re- 
noknowledgment to give the person who had made the 
alteration authority for doing it. Now, there is nothing 
like that. I saw in the report of the committet. 
appointed by the Treasury, in 1874, that they objected 
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to the deeds when compared in the office being 
handed back to the persons tendering them, as they 
might alter or tamper with them. 

688. Judge Walsh. — Or the party may alter tho 
deed himself — the person tendering it ? — I look upon 
that as very injurious. Mr. Lane has stated that when 
he examined into the office this “ Returned Deeds ” 
book was in existence, and that there was an entry 
made in that book as to the deed having been received 
and returned giving the names of the parties to 
identify it, the date, and why it was rejected. 
According to the present system a man comes up at two 
o’clock and he finds some twenty or thirty people 
there, all equally anxious to have their deeds compared 
and all waiting to be served in turn, whereas, in former 
times, you had only to hand the document to the 
Registrar and after he examined it as to the Stamp 
Duty, the registry was over — completed in a few 
minutes. There was no such thing then as the crowds 
you see now. 

6S9. The Vice-Chancellor. — What was the pro- 
cess of ascertaining tho correctness of the memorial 1 — 
The deed was handed in to the Registrar and he took 
it, assuming it was correct, and put the provisional 
number on it. It was then handed to a person to 
compare, and instead of doing that beside the public 
the clerks could do so in their own room, where 
there would be leisure and no noise. If they found 
that the memorial was discrepant a clerk put his 
observations on it and entered in the “ Returned 
Deeds” book — describing it as, say marriage settle- 
ment of so-and-so, dated so-and-so. 

690. Identifying it? — Yes; and then there would 
be a letter written to the gentleman who loft tho 
deed for registration tolling him that it had been 
withdrawn, thereby certainly inconveniencing him, 
but not more so than under the present system, for 
now, when an error is detected, he must also take 
away the deed for correction. 

691. In that case he lost the priority of that day's 
registration 1 — Yes. 

692. And say that the deed comes back next day 
and on comparison the memorial is found to he correct, 
it was on the second day that the priority was ascer- 
tained ? — Yes ; and that is so now. 

693. No, now the comparison is on the spot? — 



694. And if the memorial is incorrect it is handed 
back at once ? — That can be attained by any person 
who wishes to wait for the comparison of his deed 
doing so. 

695. Very well— proceed, if you have anything 
further to suggest?— “The present practice trancces- 
sanly delays those who bring carefully prepared do- 
cuments, sometimes for an hour or more without any 
advantage over- those that are careless, who necessarily 
must lose the day, unless they waited until they heard 
if then- deed was passed, which would then be optional 
not compulsory, as at present.” There are some offices 
from which deeds mightalmost be taken with a thorough 
confidence as to accuracy, they are so carefully pre- 
pared and the memorials so carefully framed and 
compared. 



696. Have you anything else in your notes?— The 
only other thing I noted is as to the vicarious respon- 
sibility supposed to exist in the Registrar, and I say 
instead of that there should be an indemnity fund 
established. We have already put by over £40 000 
as surplus fees— we have drawn against that some- 
thing, but there is quite sufficient to allocate a certain 
sum and say let that be a guarantee for the public. 
Since the time the office was created in 1708 to the 
present no one has suffered any loss, and the respon- 
sibility supposed to exist in the Registrar which I 
don’t think in reality does exist, 1ms been a great 
disadvantage, and it may become an impediment to 
improvement. 



697. They are afraid of changes?— Yes and you 
canuot make them if you were ever so well disposed. 



I don’t think that any such responsibility existed since 
the passing of the 2nd and 3rd William IV., because 
— though they put it into tlm Act in an aggravated 
form by taking out, the “wilful neglect”— tho givim* 0 f 
tho funds that formerly went to the Registrar, to the 
Consolidated Fund cut the foundation from the pre- 
exist! ng fal irie of respoiisil dlity. You cannot be made 
responsible for any man who is not your servant, and 
your servant is a person paid by you with your 
money, yon having profit in his labour. That state of 
things did exist originally, when the office was a 
Patent Office and when every officer was either the 
Registrar’s deputy or his clerk, and the surplus fees 
cnrnp.il by tin: office were his profit. Prior to the 2nd 
and 3rd William IV. tlic responsibility only attached 
in the case of fraud, collusion, or wilful neglect, and 
some one at the time that Act was in Committee in 
the House of Commons said those words did not give 
tho public a sufficient guarantee, so the word “ wilful” 
was taken out ; and supposing now that a person 
did make a mistake — would it be reasonable that a 
gentleman who did not appoint him, and who 1ms no 
profit in him — should be held responsible for that 
mistake ? I don’t think he could in a Court of Law, 
but tliat, of course, is a moot question. 

698. Complaints have been made of the want of 
sufficient accommodation in the oflico? — It is dreadful, 
not only for persons in tho office, but for the public 
outside ; it is most unsuitable. 

699. What are the principal inconveniences?— 
First I take the room into which they come with 
their deeds for registration? — Well, there is a very 
coufinod space, where I have often seen, since the 
practice of comparison was altered, crowds of people 
of all sorts and grades, and gnntlenieu who did not 
exactly like their associates, would be all together, 
packed closely, waiting their turn. They have no 
accommodation. There is nothing but a form, and 
they must either stand, or sit down with whoever 
is there. 

700. You say you have soon that place packed 
closely with people? — Quito so — packed closely with 
people. 

701. Is it properly warmed? — Only by these hot 
water pipes which are going through the place end 
giving us all headaches. 

702. Is there proper ventilation in that placol— 
Well there are two windows, and you can have ven- 
tilation, hut it will be at thu expense of giving people 
cohl. 

703. Now I take you to tho public searching 
room ? — In it there is not the slightest modification 
of the word unsuitable. People, there are engaged 
oil work of tho most vital importance to them. 
I have alluded to a fact not confined to country- 
men, that is, that people won’t let any one know what 
they are doing — they won’t scud in requisitions for 
searches, and they do the work themselves, standing 
there in a cold room, non even matted, and it is only 
lately they even had gas. 

704. Isn’t there great danger of inaccuracy ia 
Roarches when made in such a room? — Yes, the 
buzz and noise are confusing. If you go into the ad- 
joining office — the Probate Office, you have plenty of 
room, though only a few people, comparatively 
speaking go there. 

705. As to the Clerks’ rooms, what do you aay 
about them? — Well some of them are very, very 
unwholesome and injurious. I am sitting in a fi De 
large open room, but it is full of draughts, and some- 
times there is no heat in it, while at other times (here 
is too much. 

706. Is the whole building heated with hot wiitor 
pipes? — Yos, excepting two rooms below stairs wheio 
the Registrar sits ; we bad fires, up stab’s, but some yens 
ago a fire broke out, and though it might be who y 
unconnected with the Registry proper, there was su 

a panic that the open fires were all done away wim, 
and hot water pipes substituted. 
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707. In the official searching room is there 
sufficient accommodation l — No, not for persons doing 
such work. It is a badly got up place altogether, 
ami there are speudid rooms in the adjoining buildings, 
I see that Mr. Dwyer, the Registrar, lias referred to 
rooms belonging to tho Probate Court, , which lie 
thinks could be easily allocated to registry of deeds, 
but of course they would require accommodation 
elsewhere. 

70S. As to the system of heating with hot water ; 
do the clerks complain of that? — I hoar many com- 
plaints of it, and I know I complain of it very much. 
I go in sometimes of a desperately cold morning, and 
the heating has only commenced ; putting your hand 
ou the pipes you feel them almost cold. 

709. But isn’t that from the neglect of the 
servants? — No — it is difficult to heat such a large 
amount of pipe. It is much higher than this house, 
and the stove is underground. 

710. Mr. Lane, Q.c. (Secretary). — For a place that 
sizclsupposc they should light the fires the night before? 
— That would be dangerous ; we often hern - the rush of 
air in the pipes, and there should bo some one to 
atteud to them. 

711. The Vice-Chancellor. — When you went 
there firet was all the building heated by open fire- 
places 1 — Yes ; excepting the upper searching offices. 

712. The main building was heated by open fire 
places ? — The first time I went there I was brought 
down stairs to the vaults, where I saw persons writing 
by the light of tallow candles, even in the middle of 
the day. 

713. Was that in the transcribing room? — Yes, 
it was then in the lower tier, or vaults. 

711. Is there anything more about the accom- 
modation that you have to mention ? — Not as to tho 
accommodation. 

715. Is there any regular system of vacations 
in tho office?— I have no complaint to make at all 
about that. The gcutlcmun are entitled by u Treasury 
minute to six weeks’ vaention, that is thirty-six days, 
as the maximum. Tho Registrar lias the power of 
giving us thirty-six days a year, but wc don't as a 
rule get that. That however is the extent of his power. 

71G. And that is us much ns could be conveniently 
given in an office of that kind? — I think so, but I 
never felt the least inconvenience about leave to go out 
when I reasonably required it, or about my vaention. 

717. Do you think it would work well in that 
office if it was to close at one or two o'clock on 
Saturdays ? — Certainty. 

i IS. And do you think it would bo productive of 
public inconvenience ? — I don't think it would. Tho 
hanks close at one o'clock on Saturday, and that too 
must be a public inconvenience I suppose. 

719. Would it be a great boon to the clerks? — It 
would, especially in winter time. Some of us have 
no gas, and in November, December, and January, the 
sun has set long before the office closes. 

720. When you recommended the closing of 
the office to the public at two o’clock, ordinarily 
that would not relieve the clerics'? — Not the least; 
nor would I close the office against the public either. 

I would only close the portion for tho registration of 
deeds, and they could still get out searches or 
make searches in the office. But by confining the 
registration of deeds to that period we could at half- 
past two have things so ordered that any man could 
see the deeds registered that day, and being satisfied 
that his was all right as. to priority and soforth 
could, forth with conclude his transaction. 

721. Judge Walsh. — You would not receive any 
deed after two o’-clock ? — No ; the legal registration 
would cease at two o’clock just as it does now at 
four. Now ; people who have been searching below 
stairs come up about three or four o’clock: to 
see the deeds or the books in which they are entered 
for the day. 



722. Continuing their search in fact?— Yes, and 
they have to continue their search into the Registrar's 
hands, and even then, unless they remain until four 
o'clock they cannot be certain. 

723. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — I saw that the 

other day. The chief clerk when going along one of 
the passages, with several documents in his hand 
was stopjied by seven or eight people to see what they 
were. J 

724. Mr. Lay. — By my proposal all that would be 
obviated, because if the Registry closed at two o’clock 
you could have the slip at lialf-pust two or three o'clock 
showing the transactions laid on the desk for them. 

725. The Vice-Chancellor.— And if printing were 

adopted you could have them ready next morning ? 

The Day Book is ready now next morning. 

72G. Under tho old practice, i.e. t before comjiaring 
tho deed and memorial prior to registration— was it 
only necessary for a person to hand in his deed and 
memorial to tho Registrar and go away ? — Yes, except 
for the examination of the stamp. And then you could 
have half a dozeu received from as many persons at 
tho one time. You recommend that there should be 
no more swearing of affidavits in tho office, then there 
is nothing to bo done there except to hand in tho 
instrument for registration, and why should a man be 
delayed a couple of hours about that ? 

727. But under the present system there can be 
only one person to receive the deeds ? — Yes. 

72S. That is necessary so long as there is priority 
between the different hours of the day? — Yes. 

729. You cmdd not adopt the system of allowing 
more officers to receive deeds for registration unless all 
deeds handed in on the one day were of equal priority ? 
— That is what I suggested. 

730. Sir. Findlater. — Was not the old system 
altered because the public and the profession com- 
plained of getting a deed back after tho lapse of two 
or three days after the deed was tendered for regis- 
tration, and receiving a note “ your deed has not 
been registered in consequence of mistake, and 
now lies at tho office for you ” ? — That could be 
obviated by persons waiting to ascertain whether then- 
deeds were right, which would not detain other people 
who are satisfied on that point and don’t want to wait. 
Under the present system when a long deed stops the 
way nothing else cau go forward until it is compared. 

731. I understand that the alteration was made in 
consequence of the awkwardness of a party after 
having paid tho purchase-money receiving back his 
deed from the Registrar for some defect or other ? — 
There would be no difficulty about that, unless people 
pay their money before registration. If the Registry 
is closed at 2 o’clock the advantage will be that any 
person at half-past two can ascertain, first, whether 
his deed is registered, and secondly, whether any other 
deed has been registered dnring that day which would 
interfere with his. Under the old system even it 
must have been the fault of the party himself if his 
deed lay in the office two or three days. The com- 
parison was usually done before the office closed, 
and in the event of error being discovered there was a 
letter posted immediately to the address of the person 
who left the deed. 

732. Was it always the practice, to compare 
them on the same day ? — I never saw it otherwise. 
There might be a large influx of deeds — for instance, 

I remember one time when the stamp duty was 
changed in 1 842, it was so, and the work could not 
be kept in hands. Then the stamp duty was assimi- 
lated to that of England, and we had over 140 deeds 
registered on one day. There was necessarily a delay 
then, and it would have been impossible of accomplish- 
ment under the present system. If 140 deeds came in 
on one day now, a large proportion of them should be 
2 >ostponed. What brought them in on one day was 
that all registered on or before the 10th of October (I 
think it was) were subject to the old duty, and tlie office 
was much crowded in consequence on the 9th and 10th. 
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733. The V ice-Chancellor. — W hat department 
are you in, in the Registry of Deeds Oliice ? — Jit the 
registering or recording department. 

734. You are one of the gentlemen selected hy 
the clerks in that department, to come before us ? 
—Yes. 

735. IIow long have you been in the oliice ? — 
Thirty-one years, last November. 

73G. You are a first class clerk ? — I aiu. 

737. Have the goodness to state anything you 
have to lay before ns ? — Shall I be allowed to enter 
into questions of classification, and organization and 
salaries 1 

738. We are not sure that the question of salaries 
is within the scope of our warrant, but as to the 
questions of classification and organization, we shall 
be very glad to hear you ? — I think everything that I 
could say is embodied in this statement {infra, p. 119) 
— a copy of which was addressed to your secretary. 

739. In the classification of clerks, what do 
you propose ? — There are some of the junior clerks 
here, who, I think, would be able to give you bettor 
information upon that. 

740. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — I n your written state- 
ment you propose that there should be only two 
classes 1 — Yes, I believe that is the general feeling 
among the clerks. 

741. The Yice-Chanoellor. — Y ou have a stall - of 
sixty-one clerks at present — how would you divide 
them 1 — W ell, suppose there were forty and twenty - 0110 . 

742. To which class would you give forty, and to 
which the tweuty-one ? — I would say forty second class 
clerics, and twenty-one first-class. I don’t know whether 
that would meet the views of my brother officers or 
not. I only make the suggestion. 

743. We are asking your opinion. Are you pre- 
pared to make any statement as to what you think 
ought to be the salaries of these classes ? — I would say 
that the salary of the first class ought to go to a 
maximum of £600. 

744. And where would you begin — at £315, as at 
present 1 — Say at £400, with an increment of £15 a 
year for eight years, and £20 a year after. 

745. In the second class, what would you say they 
ought to begin at? — The second class, I would say, 
should begin at £100, and go to £375, as it is in the 
Paymaster-General’s office. 

746. And what increment would you propose in 

the second class ? — The same as that in other offices 

£10 for eight years, and after eight yearn, £15. We 
found our claim in respect of classification and salary 
upon the character of the office and the nature of our 
duties. The office is a legal office concerned with 
the sale and transfer of land, a function of the greatest 
gravity and magnitude. Our duties are not of the 
ordinary routine official type, but of a nature neces- 
sitating for their due discharge exceptional technical 
knowledge and skill. 

747. What particular part of the registration 

business are you engaged upon, do you say ? First a 

comparison of the Day-sheet against the original 
memorials. My first duty is connected with the 
comparison of the Day-sheets, and when there are 
none to be compared, I take up the comparison of 
abstracts. 

748. Who prepares the Day-sheet?— At present 
a second-class clerk. 

749. And when that is prepared ? — I check 

it against the memorials and the deeds. 

750. And what other business are you engaged 
on if that falls short? — Supposing there are no 



Day-.shc.cts to bo sent in to me, I take 'up the com- 
parison of abstracts against the original memorials. 

751. That is tlio business that Mr. Day is em- 
ployed upon? — Yes. 

752. And that requires great accuracy and skill. 
Tn fact it is the basis of all the registry? — Yes, the 
Day-book and the abstracts form the basis of all. 
The so-called comparisons would more properly he 
called revisions. 

753. Did you over consider whether it would 
l»o possible to arrange the business into classes 
eorresjioiuling, to some extent, with the classification 
of the clerks — so that the higher class of business 
would be always performed by the clerks of the 
higher grade — would that be possible in the Registry 
of Deeds Office?— It would be extremely difficult 
— the business is so various, and you have so 
often to take a man from one branch to another, that 
you might not have enough of men in the first class 
to supply the vacant places. 

754. And liow are the selections made for the 
different parts of business to be done ? — By the chief 
clerk, I believe, on consultation with the Registrar. 

755. lie is a kind of head over the clerks? — Yes, 
he has the entire supervision of the performance of 
the business. 

756. Now, as to the vacations, what is the present 
vacation nominally allowed 1 — Six weeks. 

757. That would be an adequate vacation, if you 
could get it? — Yes, if we couhl get it regularly. It 
is what is enjoyed by every public department. 

758. And 1 suppose it is from the vacancies not 
having been properly filled, that you have been dis- 
appointed in your vacations? — Of course. 

759. And if the staff were up to its full comple- 
ment, there would be no difficulty in arranging the 
vacations? — I could not undertake to say that. The 
business is increasing every day. When I came away 
to-day, for instance, they were registering their 120th 
deed. That was at a quarter to three. 

760. But supposing that the number of hands in 
the employment is adequate for the discharge of the 
business, then there would be no difficulty in arranging 
that each clerk should have his proper vacation?— 
Well, I should say so. 

761. And what holidays do you think you should 
have? — I don't know what the statutable holidays 
given in other departments are, but I think we should 
have the holidays given to clerks in the best Govern- 
ment departments. 

762. Would the clerks consider that a Saturday 
half-holiday would bo a great boon to them ? — I think 
they would, and naturally. 

763. At what hour do you think the office could 
close on Saturday without inconvenience to the public? 
— I would not venture to say. That would be a 
question for the head of the department. 

764. Have you ever been employed in tbe'searclung 

room'? — Yes, for several years. I have been employed 
in every department. . 

765. Is the accommodation for clerks in the 
official searching room adequate? — From every pom 
of view, nothing could be worse. We complained ot 
it in 1860, I think, and we induced Sir Dominic 
Corrigan to come up and visit the office. He made & 
report which was forwarded to the Treasury at e 
time. He condemned the place, and not 
cause. From my own knowledge, there have di 
of pulmonary complaints at least five or six gen * 
men, of apoplexy two, and one had disease ot 
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heart, and Sir Dominic Corrigan told him it was 
tlio state of the office that produced it. 

760. Is that from want of ventilation alone"? — 
From that anil want of room. There are sometimes 
twenty or twenty-four men there, and a lot of parch- 
ment in the room, which alone Sir Dominic Corrigan 
says is injurious to health. Sir Donuuic Corrigan’s 
report was sent to the Treasury, who remedied matters 
by sending up a gentleman who lmd patented a new 
ventilator. They were a complete failure. Many of 
the gentlemen employed there complain of tendency 
•of blood to the head, owing, I believe, to the state of 
the place, which 1ms also the effect of weakening the 
voice. 

767. And are the feet cold 1 — Yes, as ice. 

768. Were you in the department before the hot- 
water pipes were introduced 1 — They were in the 
lower part of the house, before I came, but not 
upstairs. 

769. And do you attribute ill-bealth to that? — 
Oh, to various causes — want of ventilation, and other 
tilings. 

770. Does Sir Dominic Corrigan’s report go into 
the causes of this unhealthiness'l — Yes. Mr. Taylor, 
who is here to be examined, I believe, has that 
report, and can lny it liefore you. 

771. What is your opinion ns to the accommoda- 
tion of the public iu the searching office? — Nothing 
could be worse. It is a disgraceful tiling that gentle- 
men should be penned up as they are in a crowded 
room with a noxious atmosphere. 

772. Must there not be great difficulty in getting 
through their business, securely, there without having 
proper room ? — Certainly. 

773. Is there sufficient room for the indexes in 
the library, as it has been called ! — There are no 
indexes in the library. There is sufficient room in the 
building, but not sufficient to put the indexes con- 
veniently for use. We are obliged to put them at the 
top of high rooms. 

774. And are the searchers obliged to go up, and 
bring them down, when they have to be referred to ? — 
Yes. 

775. Have they no person — no labourer employed 
for that purpose? — No. A man has to go up a ladder 
to the height of eight or ten feet from the ground, to 
bring down with him sometimes a book weighing over 
two stone. 

776. And are there not some searchers who are 
advanced in age? — Not at present, but it has contri- 
buted to injure the chests of the more delicate men. 

777. Mr. Madden. — On what principle is the re- 
commendation made for the promotion of a clerk from 
the third to the second, or from the second to the 
first class. The reason I ask the question is, because 
on looking at this paper I see that seven men of the 
second class and ten men of the third class have been 
appointed over the heads of the first in seniority in 
their respective classes — judging by their first appoint- 
ment dates — could you state the principle? — I could 
not. 

778. Is it seniority? — No, I should say not. 

779. Is there no fixed principle? — I believe not. 

780. The two things appear to be totally distinct 
— the appointments to the classes, which regulate the 
salary, and the selections for the discharge of specific 
duties? — Yes. 

781. Mr. Armstrong. — In whom is the patronage ? 
— Do yon mean the recommendation for promotion 
from class to class ? 

782. Yes? — The Registrar of course. 

783. And who fills the vacancies? — The Treasury. 

78 4. On the recommendation of the Registrar ? — N o, 

in the ordinary way, from competitive examinations. 
Dp to the latter port of his tenure of office Mr. Morgan 
O’Connell, the former Registrar, had the patronage. 

785. Mr. Madden. — By patronage you mean ap- 
pointing to vacancies in the third class ?— Yes. 



78G. Original appointments 1— Yes. Evidence. 

787. Dr. Elhinuton, q.c. — Are all original ap — 

pointments made in the third class ! — Yes. /<><• mao. 

7 88. They must be?— Yes; and then they rise by Ur. Jmmfeb 
promotion, according to tlie Registrar’s recomuiendn- L*rn». 
tiou, to the second and first classes. 

789. The V ice-Ohancellor.— O n the Registrar’s 
recommendation, the promotion takes place from the 
third to the second, and from the second to the first 
class ? — Yes. 

790. Mr. Madden. — That was my question. I 
wanted to know on whose recommendation a gentleman 
who lias served a less time than another was promoted 
from the third into the second class — is it on the 
Registrar’s recommendation ?— Of course, and wh at the 
clerks desire is, that these promotions should be in the 
regular order of seniority, taking into account efficient 
service and good conduct, and above all, that they 
should have the right to promotion not only to the 
chief clerkship, but also to the assistant registrarsbips. 

791. The V Ice-Chancellor. — How is Mr. Fitz- 
Gerald’s office filled — is that from a first clerkship ? — 

Yes. 

792. He is the accountant ? — Assistant-chief 
clerk and accountant. 

793. And ho is appointed from a clerkship? — 

Yes. 

794. That is not an original appointment ? — No. 

He does not come in from outside, but we claim that 
the promotion to the assistant registrarships should be 
ours of right. It is not fair, we say to the staff, that 
when a man has served diligently for thirty or thirty- 
five years, he should stop at the grade of chief clerk, 
aud that a person should be brought in and pnt over 
Ids Lead — a gentleman who, to say the least of it, 
cannot be as fitted for the office as one who has been 
in it many years, and who is thoroughly acquainted 
with all its departments and all its workings. 

795. Mr. Armstrong. — It might so happen, that a 
man might spend all his life in the third class and 
never be raised at all ? — A man might spend the best 
part of his life in the third class now. 

796. Mr. Madden. — And that is so although pro- 
motion to the second and first classes lias nothing to 
do with special skill displayed ? — Yes. 

797. The Vice-Chancellor. — Are you able to form 
a judgment whether the class of clerks brought into 
the office on the competition system are equal or 
superior to the class brought in on the nomination 
system. Hava you marked any difference 1 — I could 
not say there is any difference ; I should say not. 

798. Mr. Madden As I understand tins classifica- 

tion of first, second, and third class clerks, it has only 
to do with salary and nothing more — it has nothing to 
do with duty at all ? — Nothing at all, for in my own 
business a third class clerk has been brought in to do 
my duty during my absence to-day. 

799. The Vice-Chancellor. — Does anything else 
occur to you? — Not in that connexion, sir. 

800. In any connexion, we would be glad to get 
the benefit of your experience? — Having read your 
report, of course many things have suggested them- 
selves to me with regard to the indexes of Names aud 
Lands, and so on. 

801. Are you prepared to make any suggestion 

about them now. I don’t think we are in a condition 
to go now into any objections to the report made, but 
as to the working it out or giving any practical effect 
to it we would be glad to get your opinion? — With 
respect to the proposed abstract, the form of which 
has been indicated in the report 

802. There is a specimen form of the abstract as 
we propose it {supra, p. 6)? — Well, with the ex- 
ception of the fourth column, which is “ Grantors 
whose execution is not proved," and the column giving 
the names of the townlands of the Ordnance Survey, 
this appears to be exactly the same as Colonel Leech’s 
abstract, and I don’t know if you are aware that in 
the year 1864 that was brought forward; and Mr. 
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O’Connell, the then Registrar, instituted a test between 
it and the then and present system of searching. Ho 
brought in a number of scorchers, and they made a 
giveu search upon each system, and the superiority 
of the old system was immediately apparent. 

503. Would you describe now what was the dif- 

ference between the two systems as to the two sots 
of books on which the searches were made ? — Each 
set of searchers got a copy of the same search. It. 
was a search on names 

504. But on what principle was that prepared ? — 
On an ordinary requisition. 

805. I apprehend that one search was made ao- 
oording to the existing system of books in the office ! 
—Yes. 

80G. And tbc other upon what ? — Upon the 
office abstracts and this (Colonel Leech's) abstract, and 
there was no comparison at all when the search was 
concluded. 

807. In what way 1 — In point of expedition, in 
accuracy, in all. 

808. Which was the most expeditions 1 — The old 
system, and the records of that trial are in the office, 
I fancy, and can be had now, because it wa3 a solemn 
trial. This (Colonel Leech’s) abstract was brought 
up prepared, aud three or four clerks were engaged 
and, I suppose, were one or two hours at the searches. 
Then the returns were handed in. If I mistake not, 
I was on that search myself. 

809. Am I to understand by this that the search on 
what you call Colonel Leech’s system was made upon the 
actual abstracts themselves — not upon the indexes hut 
the abstracts! — We first made it on the Names Index, 
taking down the references in the usual way, and then 
we made the search upon the abstract as we do now. 

S10. Did you make the search from the abstracts 
constructed on Colonel Leech’s system on the one lnunl, 
and from the office books on the other ? — Yes. 

811. Mr. Maddex. — Then it was only a contest 
between the two abstracts? — Yes. There were no in- 
dexes to Colonel Leech's abstract. 

812. The Vice-Chancellor. — But does that diffi- 
culty applv, do yon think, to the abstract before you ? 
—Yes. 

SI. 3. Wlnit is the difference between the pro- 
posed Abstract Book and your old abstract ? — The re 
is this fourth column — ‘'grantors whose execution is 
not proved ” — aud the seventh column giving the 
barony aud county is in different form. 

814. It gives the baronies in addition to the 
counties! — It does. 

815. Do you think that is an ml vantage or other- 
wise ? — I don’t see the use of it, for you have it after- 
wards in the same document. 

81 G. Mr. Madden. — And as to the fourth column, 
it was not proposed that the abstracts should be 
indexed from that column at all — they should be only 
indexed against the names of grantors whoso execu- 
tion was proved ? — What do you mean ‘to do with silent 

r rties. That is the great objection and difficulty. 

will give you an instance. There are three parties 
in a lease, A B and C, A making a lease to C — you will 
find in the memorial that A granted to C the said 
lands, aud there is no mention of B ; but on turning to 
the instrument we find that B is a mortgagor, and 
we make him a party — and a very necessary party, 
I think. That is why we index the silent parties, 
tho object of the reference to the deed being that no 
party not acting on the lands shall be indexed as a 
grantor affecting them, and no party 03 a grantee who 
is not a grantee of them. The solicitors frequently say 
to us — “ why do you put so and so on the registry — his 
name does not appear on the memorial?’’ We say, 
" you will find he is in the deed in such or such a 
character, and they are much obliged to us.” 

817. The Vice-Chancellor.— O ur proposal is to 
throw all the responsibility on the party bringing in the 
deed ? — They will never do it as well as we do it in the 
office. 

818. Mr. Madden. — W e mean by grantors all who 



are not grantees. That would take in all the silent 
parties that you speak of ? — That renders it not so 
open to objection. 

819. This (produced) is tlic document on which 
that search you spoke of was made? — Yes. 

820. You will see that that search was made upon 
an index arranged like a chess-board? — Yes. 

821. So that it was a trial of the indexes— of a 
consolidated index against that thing which could 
hardly bo called an index at all — a sort of chess-board 
arrangement ? — Yes. 

822. So it affords no test whatever? It was 

so long ago that I only spoke from recollection— but 
tbo two tilings, Coluuul Leech’s plan aud the present 
system were, tried, and my recollection is that Colonel 
Leech’s was fouud to lie inferior. 

823. But, you were wrong in Laying that the in- 
dexes were tiro same, and that you made the trial on 
tho abstracts ? — Apparently so. What I meant was 
that tho search was made by means of references from 
the Office Index of Names upon the Office Abstract 
Book, aud (Jolonol Leech’s abstract. 

824. The Vice-Chancellor. — Colonel Leech’s plan 
was, that the iudoxes and the abstract should be com- 
bined, aud that was the plan on which one of the sets 
of searches should be made — tho other being on tire 
office principle of usiug the indexes first, and when you 
found certain entries affecting the lands there, then 
you go to the abstract ; whereas in Colonel Leech’* 
plan you would have to go all through the abstract 1— 
Yes ; but let us treat Colonel Leecb’s us an abstract — 
and tliis before me — they are almost identical. 

825. But wo don’t propose to search upon that ab- 
stract at all ? — No ; you projiose to search upon an 
index such as ours — a Names Index. 

82G. This is what wo propose to do as to the 
Lands Index (shown specimen Lauds Lidcx). You see 
there tlm lands of Gleiigariff. Now, iu the index under 
every townland mentioned in that, this act would ap- 
pear. It would bo entered in tho same chronological 
order. You have here, you see, under Gleuguriff, nil 
the acts during any series of years that your book* 
would hold — all the acts affecting that townland, and 
the names of every grantor aud one grantee? — Yes; 
and in addition to our informatiou you have the 
consideration. 

827. Not necessarily. Here is another case 
in which the consideration is not given — it is the 
general nature of tho instrument ? — Yes ; there is very 
littlo difference between that aud the present index. 

828. That would refer you to the book of that 
name which would give you the full information that 
tire abstract would give. We considered it necessary 
to have fuller informatiou in the proposed form of ab- 
stract, iu coitseqiiouco of our recommendation to do 
away with the memorial, and to prevent reference ex- 
cept where necessary to the full copies of deeds brought 
in in place of tire memorials. For that purpose we 
propose to give these columns in the abstract, particu- 
larly tho last column, which would contain the deno- 
minations that would not necessarily be indexed, for 
tiro Ordnance Survey denomination would be the only 
oue that tho Lands Index would be made up on. But 
still you would have the information there without 
going to the trouble of comparing the parcels contained 
in a deed against tho Ordnance Survey denominations 1 
— And these would be compared by the clerks. 

829. Either that, or done upon the responsibilrty 
of the solicitor? — Yes, and would tlxero be a com- 
parison of tho deed and its copy by the clerks. 

830. That was the recommendation we made m 

our report? — That would take a great deal more time 
tlrnu the present system. ., 

831. Yes, it was estimated by Mr. Dwyer, that? 
would take either fourteen or sixteen additoom 
clerks? — I Hhould say. that at lease, because rt wo 
be a more hazardous comparison than the present, 
man would be more reluctant to pant with that com 
parison, than our present oue of the day sheet wr 
the memorial. 
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532. We propose two comparisons. We propose 
first a comparison, or rather a checking of the abstract 
brought in by the solicitor with the original deed 
itself, in the same way as the memorial is now, con- 
fining that checking to the statutable requirements 
for registration. That would accomplish idl the 
requirements of the registry; but there is a secondary 
use of the memorial when used in place of a lost 
document — as secondary evidence in hunting up title, 
and it would he desirable that this copy of the deed 
brought in should be ascertained to be correct. Of 
course, it would, if so ascertained, In* a more accurate 
reference to a lost document than tlio memorial 
would! — And that copy would be compared by us. 

53 3. Yes, but not prior to registration necessarily 1 
— But would the abstract be compared previous to 
registration ! 

53 4. Yes, just as the memorial is now ? — And 
given back to the party if there is any correction to 
be made! 

835. Yes? — Then that comparison would ho made 
as now — that is, a comparison of tlio abstract against 
the origimd deed would be made before registration. 

83G. Yes! — It would bo only a matter then foi 
the safety of tlio public ; but what would be the 
responsibility of the officers. Their responsibility, 
for instance, under 2nd it 3rd W. IV., c. S7, s. 28, 
by which, in case of neglect or default, they are 
rendered liable to fine and notions for damages. 

837. We have been informed that there has been 
a change made in the system from what used to be, 
as to that very matter about comparison ? — Yes, a 
change has been made. 

S38. Just state wliat the change has been? — The 
change is simply this — that formerly the deed was 
given to the Assistant Registrar who numbered it in 
his book, and it was registered. It was thou given 
for comparison, and if an error was detected, the 
deed was withdrawn and returned to the person who 
tendered it. There was a book called the “Returned 
Deed Book.” In this wc had all the particulars of 
the date of t!.e reception of the deed, the solicitor's 
name, and the cause of the withdrawal — and when 
the solicitor, in pursuance of notification, called lor 
his deed, lie signed that book, and got the instrument. 

839. And what is the existing system ? — The 
existing system is to perform that comparison before 
the deed is luesented to tho Registrar. 

840. Then that comparison is done immediately 
upon a deed being brought into the office ? — Yes. 

841. And the person bringing in the deed must 
wait there until his deed has been compared with his 
memorial? — Yes. 

842. And tho deed is not numbered with its 
Registry number until the comparison has been 
actually had? — No, not until it is given to the 
Assistant Registrar. 

843. Now, what are the relative merits of these 
two systems, in your opinion ? — For the sake of the 
public, I think the present system is the better one of 
the two. In the other case there was great incon- 
venience as to the priority of deeds. A man’s deed 
was registered, and perhaps after the consideration 
named in it had been paid, it was withdrawn. I have 
hoard tho question mooted whether it was competent 
for the Registrar to do that, but be that as it may, the 
l>rofession have unanimously approved of the neio 
system, viewing it, as the greatest possible facility to 
them. 

844. Then you think it would be desirable, if our 
recommendations are adopted, to continue the com- 
parison of the abstract with the deed before the regis- 
tration takes place ? — Yes. 

845. Have you ever lieaixl of a deed being 
altered after execution — some error discovered 
m a deed during comparison with the memo- 
rial and the instrument altered? — I never heard 
of such an instance. 

840. Look at this (the specimen Names Index). 



Tills is a deed executed by six persons of the name of 
Andrews. It was propose.! that the name should be 
thrown out in the left baud margin— that is the 

name on which the search would be made 1 In 

alphabetical order of eliristinn names. 

847. Another plan proposed was that there should 
be a particular surname heading the page, just as in 
the Lands Iudex the Ordnance Survey townland is at 
the head of it, and that under that name should npiieor 

all the acts affecting a person of that surname t I fancy 

that if you adopted this (specimen index) it would be 
sufficient for your purpose. 

84S. Do you think it would lie of advantage or 
otherwise that under the name of Andrews you should 
find in the index tlio names of all the persons who 
are joined with him in that deed ? — That would be 
an abstract and index as far as grantors go. 

849. Do you think it would be better then in con- 
structing a Names Index to have the entry confined 
to the particular individual ? — I think so ; the re- 
mainder would be useless. 

S30. Air. Madden. — But, for the purpose of utiliz- 
ing stereotype blocks, do you think there would be 
any great ham in introducing iuto the index the 
names of tbc other grantors? — I don’t think so ; of 
course it would necessitate greater labour — more 
reading. 

851. Is the index rendered a worse index from 
haring that additional matter I — I am not prepared to 
say that, but I believe those superfluous entries would 
be in the way, and you would frequently have parties 
indexed as grantors who did no act affectiug the lands. 

852. Air. Armstrong.— D oes it often happen that 
solicitors are obliged to take away their deeds uncom- 
pared from pressure of business !— That docs happen, 

I think, but that is often attributable to themselves ; 
solicitors now seeiu to lie by altogether in the fore part 
of the day, and tho rush comes after two o’clock. They 
have been told over and over again that they should 
not come in late, and they have been cautioned against 
tho consequences. 

853. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think it 
would be nil improvement to keep the office open only 
until two o’clock each day for the purpose of regis- 
tration? — Yes. 

854. And that would give betwoen two and four 
for indexing and the preparation of the day-sheet 
for next morning ? — In that point of view I think it 
would bo an advantage if you closed the registry at 
two or three o'clock. But then there would be a 
shorter time, and this rush would be sure to take place 
all the same. On the whole, perhaps it would lie 
better to have the longer time, for men will inn to the 
latest hour. 

855. How do you manage to have the day-sheets 
ready for next morning when they go on that way ? — 
The day-sheet is quite ready each morning up to half- 
past three o’clock the day before, but all the day’s 
deeds are not on it by one next morning. 

856. Mr. Armstrong. — Don't you think it would 
facilitate registry very much to bave a uniform stamp 
upon the abstract or memorial — a stamp of a fixed 
amount irrespective of the length of the abstract ? — I 
have not had the opportunity of considering that subject. 

857. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think there 
is anyadvantage in having this inspection of stamp duty 
in the office at nil 1 — Well, an argument in favour of 
it is that deeds are frequently found insufficiently 
stamped. It is a protection to the public. 

858. And to the revenue ? — I don’t consider 
that so much as that it is a protection to the public, 
because if the deed were found after n certain lapse of 
time to be insufficiently stamped, would it not be 
invalid and tbe interests of parties, perhaps, defeated. 

859. Mr. Madden. — You think that a benefit 
arises from the fact that the error, if there be error in 
the stamping of a deed, is discovered in the office ? — Yes. 

860. Mr. Findlater. — You complain of the late 
hours at which solicitors bring up their deeds? — Yes. 

861. But, may not that depend on the hour at 
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■whicli transactions close — and most frequently they 
close just before the banks 1 — Perhaps so. 

862. Mr. Lane, Q.c. (Secretary). — Under the new 
system, if a rush comes, and that all the deeds ten- 
dered cannot be compared that day, the parties must 
go away with their deeds ? — Yes ; in many cases they 
do so. 

863. But, in the old system, the deeds were just 
handed in 1— Yes. 



864. Mr. Findlater. — But, then, were not things 
much worse. If a deed wna returned, the money 
might have been paid before the error was discovered 
for which it was returned ? — Yes. 

8G5. And was not it because of complaints made 
by the solicitors and the public of that very thin" 
that this alteration was made ? — I believe so. ° 
866. And it is working to the satisfaction of those 
using the office 1 — So far ns I can say, it is. 



Mr. Thomas T 

867. The Yice-Chancellor. — W hat department 
are you in, in the Registry of Deeds Office 1— — I am a 
thu d class clerk employed at searching. 

868. Plow long have you been in the office 1 — 
Seventeen years. 

869. How do you stand now as to the seniority in 
that class I — T am No. 12 iu the third class. 

870. Mr. Madden. — Y ou are ninth on the list sent 
us in December lust. {Infra, p. 124.) You entered 
on the 8th of J uly, 1863 1 — Yes, I did. The list I saw 
was in February. 

871. Mr. Armstrong. — Mr. Taylor is twelfth on 
the list supplied from the office in June, 1878. 

872. I think I can explain how it is. The 
Treasury have given effect to one of the recommen- 
dations of the Commission — a recommendation we were 
all very glad of, and that has given me promotion 
three steps. 

S73. The Y Ice-Chancellor. — Are yon one of the 
gentlemen deputed by your own department to give 
evidence here 1 ? — I am. 

874. Have you prepared any statement that you 
wish to make to usl — We lodged a memorial setting 
out certain disabilities we laboured under in relation 
to classification, rate of salary, slowness of promotion, 
and so forth. {Infra, p. 119). 

876. We already had that iu evidence. Now, 
what suggestions have you to make ou heluilf 
of yourself and your brother clerks'! — With re- 
ference to the particular duty that I am employed 
at with twelve others in the tliird class — that is to say 
searching- -the duty is of the most arduous nature. It 
involves a great deal of personal responsibility, and we 
say that we are not adequately remunerated, having 
regard, not only to the length of time parties have 
been in the class, but to the nature of the duties dis- 
charged ; and having also regard to the position of 
gentlemen in other public offices. 

87G. Are there clerks iu the second class — for 
instance — who are not discharging duties so arduous, 
who receive as much salary ns clerks in the searching 
department! — There are. 

877. And we have ascertained that the promotion 
from one class to another is not connected in any way 
with the nature of the duties that clerks have to dis- 
charge ! — It has nothing to do with it. I mean that 
the duties are assigned to those clerks competent to 
discharge them, regardless of class, and the perform- 
ance of superior work by a junior clerk does not neces- 
sarily entitle him to promotion under the present 
system. 

878. And do youtbink there ought to be a separate 
class of searchers divided into grades 1 — No. I would 
not advise that it should be limited in that way, because 
the seniority of an individual in that class would not 
relievo the responsibility of the junior. They are 
equally responsible by our rules. When working along 
with a first class clerk, I am not relieved of my own 
responsibility. 

879. And the duties discharged by both are quite 
similar, I suppose ? — Quite simila r 

880. How are the duties assigned to each clerk in 
the office ? — According to the Registrar’s idea of the 
adaptability of the clerk for the duty to be performed. 

881. Has the Chief Clerk the assignment of those 
duties 1 — X think they are assigned upon consultation 
between the Chief Clerk and the Assistant Registrar j 
but that is to a certain extent speculative on my part, 



ylok examined. 

becauso I have never been present at those con- 
sultations. But we consider it a very great hard- 
ship indeed, that while we are called upon in common 
with clerks of the iirst class to discharge duties in 
which there is no difference in responsibility, and 
we think, naturally, that we have a right to be paid 
something better than at present. 

882. Then would you propose a classification ac- 
cording to the nature of the duties to be discharged 1 — 
There would bo a difficulty about that, for if a clerk 
discharging duties appertaining to tho first class, got 
sick, it might bo difficult to get another clerk in the 
iirst class to take his place. After all that must 
giye way to the exigencies of the department at the 
time. 

883. What recommendation would you make then 
ns to promotion? — The suggestion I am directed to 
make by the third class clerks is, that the department 
should bo divided into two classes. We think tkut 
that is thoroughly practicable at the present juncture, 
for recently tho recommendation that the Commission 
have been good enough to make with reference to tilling 
up vacancies has been carried out by the Treasury hy 
tho appointment of men under the Tlayfiiu- system. Any 
rc-arrangement of the uldstaff now made by the Treasury 
would not bind the Treasury to depart from the Playfair 
system ; and if it is shown that there is a redundancy 
of clerks in any office, the Treasury, under that system, 
have power to transfer those so appointed from one 
department to another. We, however, who were ap- 
pointed under tho old system, think that ought not 
to lie done, so far as wo are concerned, and that the 
office could he readily divided into two classes. 

884. What do you propose — instead of throe classes, 
two 1 — Y es. 

885. And what number of clerks in each section — 
there are six clerks at present on the staff in the third 
class? — We would ask that they should be divided in 
tho way that tho staff of the Paymaster General's 
Office is divided. 

886. They are in equal numbers in the Paymaster 
General's Office ? — Wo would like to get equal numbers, 
if possible, also. 

887. Is there any other alteration you would pro- 
pose to make ? — Yes. I have been authorized to speak 
very strongly on matters affecting the personal comfort 
of individuals — the unhealthy state of the office. 

888. We would like to hear you on that! — Perhaps it 
would be convenient for me to refer here to a report made 
hy the late Sir Dominick Corrigan. (Infra, p. 121.) 

889. Yes, we would like very much to have that. 
It has been referred to by Mr. Leyne ? — Of course it 
was made a considerable time ago. It is dated the 
25th of February, 1860. I extracted certain parts of 
it from our records on Saturday last. But although 
it is of such remote date, I should remark that me 
condition of things has rather got worse since. Sir 
Dominick Btates that he had been called upon to 
inquire into the method of heating and ventilation m 
the department, and he commences by stating — 

“That the odour from so large a quantity of animal skin 
is necessarily, and eves must be, oppressive. Air more 
less loaded with it will be at all times disagreeable, a 
breathing it for a long period must exercise an injun 
effect upon respiration and health." 

Actual experience has painfully proved that to be 
quite true. Tho statement made by Sir Dom 
has been proved, unfortunately, by the deat 
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many persons owing to disease of the respiratory 
organs. My brother died from it, and there arc 
gentlemen in tlio office who have suffered and arc 
suffering from it. 

POO. Has your own health suffered from it I — I 
have suffered from it to some extent. Sir Dominick 
says— 

“ Division into compartments renders a free and full 
supply and circulation of fresh air without drafts very diffi- 
cult if not impossible. Fresh air must sweep along in cold 
currents between the partitions." 

That is strictly true. 

891. What does Sir Dominick mean by division 
into compartments ? — I tliink lie refers to the Library 
more particularly. There are large racks or stacks 
there for books, and every available space iu the 
Library is appropriated to these rucks. One of the 
duties of a searcher, having a search for Acts before 
182S (behind which there arc no compared abstracts), 
is to search the old books. These old volumes are 
kept in the Library, and in making searches, an 
investigation of them involves the spending of two or 
three days at that particular duty ; ami that 1ms 
been discharged by us at great inconvenience and 
risk, because we are searching on a gangway, with a 
window open to the right and left of us, and without 
any other menus of ventilation. 

892. In a draft? — Yes, in a perfect whirlwind; 
and more than that, the flooring is flagged, and you 
have no idea what makeshifts we have recoui-se to 
iu order to get something under our feet when we are 
searching there. I have not the slightest hesitation 
in saying that much of the ill health in the 
department is attributable — amongst the searchers at 
least — to that. 

893. Do you speak of the coldness of the feet? — 
Yes ; the flagged floor and the drafts in place of ventila- 
tion. Sir Dominick Corrigan, in his report, refers 
also to the danger resulting from having a number of 
confined apartments, and from constantly working in a 
room with decaying parchment, and recommends that, 
as much as possible, the clerks should be allowed to 
work in apartments with the whole body of air in 
full and free circulation about, them. With refer- 
ence to ventilation, tliei-e is positively no ventila- 
tion at all ; and it would ho quite passible to ventilate 
that place by having proper ventilating- shafts put into 
the walls. The excuse or apology for ventilation 
now existing is that one paue of pei-forated zinc 
has been lot into the window to ventilate a large 
apartment. 

894. How many arc employed in that depart- 
ment ? — There are twenty-four searching clerks, and I 
should state that twelve of these are in the third class. 

895. Mr. Lake, q.c. (Secretary). — On what floor is 
that room? — On the same floor with the Registry. 
We are all on that flat. 

89C. The Vice-Chancellor. — Is not the searching- 
room very confined in itself? — It is certainly. 

897. Is not the accommodation quite insufficient 
for the numbers there ? — Yes ; and the transaction of 
business is actually interfered with owing to that ; 
particularly owing to the want of accommodation for 
hooks, and the want of space. There is no place to put a 
book on when you have taken it fi'oin the rock. 
In winter-time, from the number of clerks employed 
there, the foetid atmosphere — the air being boiled 
over and over again by these pipes go to render it 
very difficult to discharge this very arduous duty. 

898. Have you got a copy of the report of Sir 
Dominick Corrigan ? — No, but the Commission can 
have a copy from the records of our department 

899. Is there anything else you wish to speak to 
us about? — Well, we have read very carefully — at 
least I have read, and I have no doubt all the clerks 
have read — the report lately issued by the Commission, 
and many of the recommendations made will, no doubt, 
relieve the department. I consider thatthe one referring 
to the situation of the premises would give great 
relief, at all events, to the searchers — that is, 



obliging parties to put in the situation of the pre 
mises. The exclusion of deeds nut relating to IttuJs, 
of whieh a large number have been placed on the 
registry, some of them disposing of shares in a steam 
packet company or furniture of a house, would greatly 
relieve the registry, ns the number of them has become 
exceedingly large. The quinqucniiiul consolidation, 
instead of the decennial, will he a great advantage 
to the department also. The latter period is 
too long, and I have heard complaints made on 
that score, but, in my opinion, as a practical 
searcher, a better Names Index you cannot have than a 
consolidated index by Christian names and surnames, 
showing the counties. It is impossible, in my humble 
judgment, to devise a better system of indexing than 
that. But there arc some further suggestions which, 
if I am in order in mentioning, I would say it would 
he well to have carried out, as the result would be 
a still further improving the department. Some of 
them have been already touched upon hv the Registrar, 
Mr. Dwyer, in his evidence. Uue of the greatest 
difficulties I have to deal with as a searcher is the 
system of exceptions in requisitions for searches. 
Nothing could ho more reckless than tbe way these 
exceptions are made in some cases. I complain too of the 
bad writing both in memorials and requisitions. I would 
submit that every written document coming into the 
office should ho engrossed and not written in the 
careless style they are. Any sort of writing seems 
to be good enough for a memorial or a requi- 
sition for a search, and really sometimes it is more 
guess-work than anything else to decipher instructions 
for searches which ought to he given with the utmost 
precision, and a search must be stopped until any 
doubt is cleared up A requisition came into 
my baud the other day, and, I had to put a query 
on tbe book, aud to send for the solicitor to learn 
the name of the person to bo searched against. I 
speak the mind of my colleagues when T say that 
some of the exceptions have come to be a crying 
evil, and that if the business is to go on something 
will have to be done to have them changed. They 
cause avrear in the first instance ; aud again, the 
searcher is just as liable for au exception as for au act, 
according to the rules of the department. Great loss 
of time is involved, and I won lvl strongly recommend 
that exceptions he done away with — the neces- 
sity for exception does not exist now. They formerly 
enabled a solicitor to escape stamp duty, which now has 
been repealed. 

900. Did we not recommend that they should be 
done away with ? — No. I wxs very much surprised 
that nothing was done on the subject. Evidence was 
given on it, and very strong evidence too. 

901. I am glad you have called our attention to it. 
It was an oversight on our part. We would be glad 
to hear any other suggestions you have to offer us 1 — 
Another subject that has been touched upon by the 
Registrar is the Record Negative Search Book. 

902. Yes, we would be glad to hear you on that 
subject? — I have spent a considerable time looking 
into this matter to see how the recommendations would 
affect the department. The average number of searches 
issued upon that book in the year is only about 100. 
The expense of keeping the book, which is after all 
only a speculative book, is very considerable — it has 
not been availed of as a rule. One of the chief ob- 
jections to it is this — that after a search is made upon 
which the payment of a large sum of money may be 
depending, and time is therefore an object, that book 
has the effect of retarding or delaying matters, because 
into it the search must be copied, and the copy com- 
pared, before it can leave the office. 

903. Mr. Madden. — But don’t you thiuk that by 
the use of that book a great deal of expense might he 
saved 1 — I admit that if a search is ordered on exactly 
the some lines, and looking for exactly the same in- 
formation as is found in that book, that it would be 
a saving ; but when a search is wanted, differing in 
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any way from the one recorded, I do not see how it is 
available. 

904. So far as the lines are available it might he 
utilized, and would it not be made more useful by 
doing away with the system of exceptions? — That 
might make it more workable, and make it, perhaps, 
be more referred to, but I do not think it will make it 
popular, having regard to the necessary delay in the 
delivering out of searches tliat the writing up of it 
involves. 

905. Mr. Armstrong. — How is thero delay — docs 
it arise from the mere mechanical act of writing it up 1 
— Yes ; writing it up and comparing. 

906. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — And you have to 
keep up a separate index for the Negative Search Book '! 
— Yes ; we keep two — one an index of names and the 
other of lands, but I should say that the iudex of lands is 
oulyconOned to those searches that have been confined to 
lands. 

907. Vice-Chancellor. — Have you anything else 
to say, Mi\ Taylor ! — I would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Commissioners to the increase in the duties 
of the department — the increase of business. In 1SGG, 
when the Treasury determined the number of our ex- 
isting staff, the number of deeds recorded was 10,838, 
and that as iucreased uow to 18,000 deeds for last 
year. 

90S. That is nearly double in fact! — Yes; and 
between the years 1873 and 1879 — I have gone to the 
trouble of calculating— the rate of increase has been 
32 per cent. That is in six years — that is to say, for 
every 100 deeds recorded in 1S73, 132 have been re- 
corded in 1S79. That is a large iucrease in the busi- 
ness of registering deeds alone. The Negative 
searches, which in 1S66 numbered 1,090, in 1879 
numbered 1,594, being an increase of over 500. 

909. In the year? — Yes, i.e. in 1879 as compared 
with 18G6. That is the negative searches; and a 
negative search is made twice, .and is therefore equal 
to two common searches. 

910. That is, it is made by two separate clerks ? — 

911. And they check against each other? — I uiako 
a thoroughly independent return, and the advantage of 
the system is, that my return is not affected by tliat 
of the other clerk We then compare results. Wc 
are obliged by the rales to determine the general 
charges ourselves. If searching were confined to re- 
turning only direct acts, and if acts were all direct, 
there would be comparatively little dilficulty about it ; 
but I have to keep the return I moke to the 
solicitor as free as possible from general acts, having 
regard, at the same time, to the responsibility of the 
office. The consequence is, I read the memorials in 
extenso, and from my experience and knowledge 
see how far, if at all, a certain general act affects 
the search. 

912. Mr. Madden. — And if there is the slightest 
doubt I believe you return it as an act ?— Yes. In 
the event of the searchers taking opposite views of a 
general act the case is referred to the Registrar or 
Assistant Registrar. 

913. Vice-Chancellor. — A common search is 
made by onlj' one clerk ? — Yes. 

914. You were going to give us the number of 

common searches ?— Yes ; the common searches in .1866 
were 7S8. Last year there were 1,128 common 
searches. Now all this increase of business has been 
mot by the existing staff of clerks. Mr. Dwyer 
in his suggestions quotes Lord Percy’s statement, 
and I need not refer to Lord Perey now, be- 
cause wo have the kind reference in your report 

that we have met the requirements of the publio. 
But Mr. Dwyer states this is due to the clerks devoting 
all their time to the work, or nearly all — that is to 
say, that in consequence of the increase of business it 
has not been possible for some years to give ns the 
full amount of the vacation to which we are entitled. 

915. With the present work and the present staff 
would it be possible to give the full six weeks' vaca- 



tion to the clerks? — I think it must ho inferred 
from the Registrar’s report that it would not. 

916. Then you would recommend an increase of 
the staff in onlor to enable the Registrar to give tint 
vocation ? — I don’t know that I would do tliat. 

917. Then how would you propose to do it ?— -I 
would recommend an increase of salaries. I would 
rather recommend an increase of salary to the existing 
clerks, wlto have devoted their time to savin" the 
National Exchequer from the payment of additional 
hands. 

9 IS. That is through working over-time — working 
vacation 1 — Already the current business — we have it 
from Mr. Dwyer — has been kept in hands by tlm 
extraordinary exertions of the clerks. I and every 
clerk with a small salary would like to get an 
iucrease. If our vacation is interfered with by the 
pressure of business, we think we ought to be com- 
pensated by additional salary, at all events. We here 
feel that we are placed in a disadvantage as compared 
with other gentlemen in not having the regular holi- 
days. The act only provides for the closing of tho 
department on two days, Christmas Day and Good 
Friday. 

919. Now what holidays do yon think you ought 
to get ? — I think we ought to get the holidays obtain- 
ing iu all other Government tlo.pai-tine.nts. 

920. But they vary ? — But there are regular well- 
knowu holidays that are sanctioned by law. If possi- 
ble, I would like to have the lihcral scale given under 
tho Judicature Act to the gentlemen in tho Four 
Courts. And you must remember that ours is 
pre-eminently a law department; at all events it Is 
connected with the law ; and we ask that the same 
holidays should be given to us as are given iu the 
Four Courts. 

921. The holidays iu tho Four Courts arc Sundays, 
Good Friday, the Saturday before Easter, the 26th of 
March, tho 29th of March, tlio 24th of May, Monday 
and Tuesday in Easter week, Whit Monday, Whit 
Tuesday, Christmas Day, and the next seven following 
days. It would ho hardly possible to give the whole 
of the clerks in a department like yours such a num- 
ber of consecutive holidays. Would it not stop the 
business of the registration. Of com-se, as to search- 
ing it would not matter so much to have the place 
closed for that time ; but would it be, iu order to 
keep the department open for the purposes of the 
registry — would it he possible to give half the clerks 
one portiou of the holidays, and the other half the 
remainder, so ns always to keep half the staff in the 
house? — Well, unless a change is made in the law 
which requires tho office to be open on every day 
except the two days I have mentioned, some such 
arrangement should be made. 

922. As to giving so many as eight days in suc- 
cession, there might be a public inconvenience in that? 
— Perhaps I should not go further than this— to. 
call the attention of the Commissioners to the 
services we render — the disability we labour under m 
regard to tho unhealthy atmosphere— and to ask you 
kindly to give us relief in the matter of holidays. 

923. Mr. Armstrong. — Is there any arrear in th 0 
office ? — Not that I am aware of. 

924. An arrear in searching ? — None that I am 
aware of. 

925. Mr. Madden. — You mentioned the Playfair' 
system. Having regard to the very special knowledge 
that clerks iu tho Registry of Deeds require, do you 
think that that system is adapted to the department f 
— I do not think it is. 

926. It is not like an ordinary Government de- 
partment — ordinary book-keeping and thing s of tha 
sort — it is the study of a lifetime ? — I think it is, an 
the Commission will see that the duties are of aspeci 
nature, and not tho ordinary office duties. Indexing, 
abstract construction, and searching are duties * 
very special character, indeed. Before I was p u 
searching I was seven years, in the department. 
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cannot take a man off the street and make a searcher 
of him, and you .cannot take a Playfair man in and put 
him up to make an abstract. 

927. Mr. IANE, q.c.’ (Secretary). — But when a man 
was brought in under the old system he had to learn 
and obtain experience also 1 — Yes, certainly ; seven 
gentlemen have come in under the Playfair system 
already. 

92S. Then they will . have the same opportunity of 
learning, you know, that a clerk going in under the old 
system had 1 — In nearly every other case in which the 
Treasury have applied the Playfair system to a depart- 
ment, they have improved the position of the existing 
clerks. 

929. The Vice-Chancellor. — And that has not 
been done in your office? — No; and I rely upon the 
increase of business, the unhealthy condition of the 
place, and the nature of the duties we have to dis- 
charge, for an increase of salary. 

930. Mr. Findlater. — Any clerk taken into the 
department now by competitive examination, would 
he not be in as bad a position as a man taken in under 
the Playfair system ? — But those, you must remember, 
are supplied uuder the second division of the Playfair 
system, and the utmost salary they can reach is £200 
a year. We who know the business are of opinion 
that when they really find out the arduous nature of 
the duties to be discharged they will say that they 
cannot continue at such a salary — and will not be 
satisfied with it. 



931. Mr. Madden. — B esides a man coining in 
uuder the old system got promotion in the offict-. 
whereas under the Playfair system clerks get pro- 
motion by passing into another grade and into 
another office 1 — That is a very valuable suggestion. 
I never thought of that till now. 

932. It is a duty requiring very special qualifica- 
tions ? — Yes. 

933. Mr. Lake, q.c. (Secretary). — With regard to 
promotion, and carrying on promotion merely through 
the class as at present — there arc first class ineu in 
your office that couhl not he put to indexing or to 
making the day books from tlieir handwriting ? — T 
would not like to go into the capabilities of individuals. 
Of course we have to presume that every gentleman 
has earned the promotion lie has got ; hut I think I 
might remark, in conclusion, that if ever an office 
existed which would show the inutility and the 
injustice of classification, it is ours, because, os I have 
already explained, the duty is divided indifferently 
between the first, second, and thud class clerks, 
and that must he so because of the character of tin* 
business. The result is that you will find men like 
myself in the third class at work side by side with a 
man of the first class, in discharging the very same 
duty, hut, owing to class limitation, practically de- 
barred from over at tabling to the same position or 
salary, and that wo think a hardship. 
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934. The Vice-Chancellor. — In wliat class are 
yon, Mr. Arundell 1 — The third class. 

935. What business are you employed upon in the 
office? — I am on the searching list, but at present 
I am engaged in arranging one of the indexes for con- 
solidation. 

936. And does that occupy your entire time, or do 
you attend to any other business contemporaneously 1 — 

I attend to no other business. 

937. And how many clerks does it take to prepare 
the consolidated index ? — The work I am on is rather 
preparing for the indexes than preparing them. The 
current period has to he arranged in double dictionary 
older for copying out hereafter; and it is on that 
duty, arranging the Christian names for the index, 
tlmt I am now employed. That only takes place at 
the end of every period. 

938. How many copies are made of that consoli- 
dated index ? — Only one. 

939. Would it not be very desirable to have a 
number of copies ? — It would. 

940. Would you approve of printing that index? 
— It would be most desirable if it could be readily 
accomplished. Printing could, of course, he more 
easily read. 

941. And any number of copies that might be 
required could be had ? — I presume so. 

942. I dare say you have prepared a statement to 
make to ns ; and if so, we would he glad to hear you 1 
— In addition to the statement l’ead to you on our 
hehidf on a former day, the only tiling I have to say 
is in reference to one section in your report grounded 
on what must have been defective or erroneous infor- 
mation. It is in relation to the indexes from 1SOO to 
1332. The report says there is no names index for 
fhat period, and recommends that it should be com- 
piled. Well, there are indexes. 

943. Tell us the correct state of facts? — It says 
that no index of names has been constructed for 
the period included in these years, from 1800 
to 1832, whereas there is an index for these 
years. It is in a more cumbrous form than the 
present series, but the iudexes are there already con- 
structed for that period. Of course it would be very 
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desirable to have them consolidated, but they are 
constructed. 

944. Are they in use in the office ? — Yes. 

945. And have they been checked 1 — Yes. The 
only thing is they are more cumbrous and slower 
to work upon than the consolidated indexes ; and if a 
portion of the staff could be detailed to the consolida- 
tion of them it would he very desirable. 

94G. How long have you been in the office? — 
More than twelve years. 

947. Wliat is your opinion of the accommodation 
provided in the buildings for the gentlemen employed 
there ? — I consider it is very inadequate. The build- 
ing. or at least that portion of it, was never intended 
for so large a number of persons, and a good part of it 
is unsuitable for the purposes of an office ; it is con- 
structed of stone, and is inadequately ventilated ; in 
addition, the greater part of it is now heated with 
hot- water pipes instead of by open fire-places. 

948. Has that change been made since you entered 
the office ? — Yes ; within the last six years, I think. 

949. And do the gentlemen now sutler more than 
before? — Undoubtedly ; from greater cold in the morn- 
in" before the pipes are heated, and from over-heating 
afterwards. 

950. Is there sufficient room for the public in the 
searching-room, do you tliink ? — I don’t think there 
is ; it is very frequently overcrowded. 

951. Arc there any suggestions or observations 
you would wish to make ? — With reference to the 
books or report I have not. 

952. Anything connected with the department !— 
With reference to the status and position of the clerks, 
if you would permit me. 

953. Judge Ormsby. — I was just wishing to ask 
you about that. There are first, second, and third 
class clerks ; are there not ? — Yes. 

954. And has each class a particular business of its 
own ? — No ■ the business isof such a character that that 
could not be carried out. The work is constantly inter- 
changing, and a third-class clerk might oe put to-day 
to do the work a first-class clerk was doing yesterday. 
In searching, for instance, clerks of each class are 
engaged on the same work, and the responsibility of 
each is equal. 
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SS; - !. Mr. AttMSTRnjfR. — Do third-class clerks make 
negative sui.rclies I — Yes. 

956. Judge Ormsby. — As expressing the views of 
some others in your office, have you any suggestion to 
make about the arrangements of the department ? — 
In the first place, we feel that the classification 
is hardly such as is coimueusurate with the size and 
the importance of the office ; that the numbers in the 
junior or third class are out of proportion with the 
others. There are more in it than in the second and 
first classes combined, and the maximum salary to 
be attained in it is smaller than in any other public 
department, while the rate of annual increment is also 
smaller. In the majority of public departments there 
is an increase of increment after eight years ; up to 
that it is £10 a year, and then it is raised to £15. 
There is no £15 increment in our office in the junior 
class ; consequently, the utmost a man can look forward 
to in our department is less than we think it should be. 

957. The Vice-Chancellor. — Could you express 
an opinion as to what would l>c about the time it 
would take a man in the third class to get up into the 
second, iu the ordinary course of promotion 1 — I think 
it might take twenty years. 

958. I find Mr. Jackson, the senior third-class clerk, 
entered the office in 1806, and he is still in tlio third 
class ? — Yes. 

959. Mr. Ray entered iu 1860, nnd Mr. Bole in 1859, 
however this return will give us information on that 
subject I — Yes, and I think you will find that twenty 
years would probably not be an exaggeration. When 
a number of men come in together it prevents accurate 
calculation, for instance, a huge number of men came 
in in 1859, their seniority is a little one above the 
other, but they are practically of the same age, and 
therefore there is not the same chance of promotion 
through retirement or death, that there is in a depart- 
ment where men are brought in gradually one by one. 

960. Are you able to get your vocations? — No, 
there is a great difficulty about that ; in the first place 
we never get the six weeks that we are entitled to, or 
at least that the Registrar is entitled to give us, and 
beside that we have none of the statutable holidays 
given in other offices, nor have we the Saturday half 
holidays. 

9G1. Do you consider that all these are reasonable 
grounds for complaint? — I do, and I may mention 
with regard to the statutablo holidays, that I inquired 
to-day of a gentleman in the Stamp Office as to the 
number of holidays they have on which the office is 
closed, and he informed me that they have not only 
all the holidays given by the Bank Holidays Act, 1871, 
but the Queen’s birthday as well. I mention the Stamp 
Office in particular because it is frequented by the 
same class that come up to us, solicitors and solicitors’ 
clerks, therefore the giving of these holidays to 
us would not, I assume, be anything of a public in- 
convenience ; there is another point that perhaps 



you would allow me to refer to ; we mentioned iu the 
memorial or statement of our case sent in, the degree 
of personal responsibility which attaches to us, and I 
would like to explain that that is not a myth, but that 
there is a statutable responsibility resting not only on 
the heads of the office, but on the clerks themselves 
that is under the provisions of the 2nd and 3rd 
William IV. cap. 87, sec. 28. 

962. I was not aware of that; I thought the 
responsibility was confined to the Registrar and Assis- 
tant Registrar? — We look upon that us being not 
only a great responsibility upon ourselves, but also as 
attaching a degree of importance to the work we 
perform, which gives us a claim for larger salary and 
proper leave. 

963. Was there ever a case to which that section 
was applied within your time 1 — No. 

964. Judge Ormsby. — Do you mention this matter 
with the view of getting the law altered, or as you say, 
entitling you rather to cousideratiou in respect of 
increased remuneration ? — I don’t know that we actu- 
ally feel the pressure of the Act in a penal way upon 
ourselves, but I think it establishes our claim for 
increased consideration. 

965. For the extra responsibility ? — Yes, nnd the im- 
portance of the duties we perform. I think I did men- 
tion that the third class clerks in particular feel it to 
be a great grievance upon them, that the classification 
of the office affords them so small a chance of promo- 
tion, and that the annual increments of salary are so 
small. 

960. Yes, we have that already ; was thei'e any- 
thing else Mr. Arundell! — No, I think not, except 
to say this, that in any change that possibly the 
Commission may see fit to recommend in our favour, 
inasmuch as the Playfair system has been now in- 
troduced into the office, it might enable the Treasury 
to deal more generously with the old staff. What 
they did for us would not bo perpetuated, liecause as 
wc fell out our places would be filled according to the 
Playfair system. 

967. i see by this return from your office that that 
system has been brought into operation there ? — Yes, 
and I mention that to show that the Treasury would 
be able to deal generously with us now, without 
binding themselves for the future, because as the 
present staff dropped off the vacancies would be filled 
by these lower division men who would not have tie 
same claims. 

968. But you are not to assume that the Com- 
mission is in favour of applying that system to an 
office such as this? — I am sure not, but it seems 
that the Treasury have already determined the matter 
for themselves. 

969. Is there anything else you wish to add I— No. 
We feel, after the kind testimony to character given 
iu your First Report, that you will be able to recom- 
mend us for something better in your second. 



Mr. J ohk Boardsian examined. 



970. The Vice-Chancellor. — You are one of the 
transcribers in the Registry of Deeds Office? — Yes. 

971. I have just read a memorial that has been 
sent in by your body 1 — Yes ; we sent in a memorial. 

972. Which was signed by all the transcribers? — 
Yes, by the entire staff. (Infra, p. 120.) 

973. It contains the statements that you desire 
to bring before the Commission ; and are you able 
to say, from your own experience in the office, that 
these statements are correct? — I have been there for 
nearly ten years, and I can vouch for every one of 
those statements. 

974. Have you a permanent position in the office ? 
— No, except during good conduct. 

975. But are you merely brought in for the pur- 
pose of temporary work, or are you permanently there? 
— Permanently as long as memorials exist to be trans- 
cribed. We are there to transcribe the memorials. 



976. Then your class are so employed exclusively? 
—Yes. 

977. You make a transcript of the memorial into 
the transcript book ? — Yes. 

978. Do you make copies for the public from that 
book, when copies are required ? — Yes ; that is what we 
are employed on. 

979. You have no salary? — No fixed salary. We 

are only paid by the amount of work done ; a penny 
halfpenny per folio. . , 

980. And a certain amount of the work is not 
for? — Y es, headings and endorsements. (Infra, p- 1 

981. And you have to prepare your own parch- 
ments ? — Yes. 

982. Is that a very tedious process? Some- 
times we have to go over it three or four times before 
we can make it take the ink. 

983. Are you aware of the way the clerks of y° u 
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description are paid iu Chancery ? — Yes ; 1 have a list 
showing their rate of pay in all the Chancery offices 
and in the Probate offices. In the Court of Chancery 
they commence with 10s. a week, increasing by 
5s. a week every live years until £2 is attained, ami 
beside that they rate at a penny halfpenny per 
folio. 

984. And are they paid that salary whether they 
are employed or not? — Yes, they have that fixed 
salary. In the Queen's Bench, Common Pleas, and 
Exchequer offices the writers have a mdary of £50 a 
year, " ith a penny halfpenny a folio for writing, and 
some writing, such as judges’ hooks and reports, they 
are paid three-pence a folio for. They are also allowed 
ludf-a-pcnny for comparison. 

985. Will you explain this passago in your state- 
ment about comparison : — “ By permitting the extra 
clerks to carry ou tire comparison of tlioir work, 
making au allowance, of say, half-a-pemry per folio 
for this duty, all transcripts laid before the public 
would he reliable.” Is your work not compared by 
yourselves at present? — No. 

98C. Who compares it '(—Two staff clerks — one a 
second-class clerk and the other a third-class clerk, and 
they only compare about a fourth or a fifth of the 
work, to the great inconvenience of the public. 

987. Are there only two employed in the work ? — 
Two entirely employed, and there are two employed 
comparing attested copies. 

98S. Every attested copy, of course, must ho com- 
pared ? — Yes. 

989. Aud what class of work do you say is not 
compared ? — The transcripts. 

990. Into your own book from the memorials? — 
Yes. There is only about a fourth or fifth of that 
work compared. 

991. Judge Ormsby. — D o you mean that there is 
a portion of certain of the documents not compared, 
or that some are left micompaved altogether ? — Some 
left uucompared altogether. 

992. Of course any document they take up to 
compare they finish ? — Yes. 

993. And they leave others uncompared altogether ? 
— Yes. 

994. Mr. Armstrong. — I f you make an attested 
copy do yon make it from the original or from the 
books ? — From the books when the entry has been 
compared, and when not compared we take it from the 
origiual. If we got the comparison to do it would 
cost the office a great deal less than it costs at 
present. 

995. Why ? — There is one second class clerk now 
employed with a solnry of £300 — I think he is at the 
maximum — and there is a third class clerk with £200 
a-year. That is £500 ; and there are two third class 
clerks employed in comparing attested copies. Their 
time is value for about £200 say. That is £700 a 
year in all, and if we got a halfpenny a folio for com- 
paring all round we would do the whole for £450 a year. 

996. The Vice-Chancellor. — W ould you propose 
that the man who writes should be one of the persons 
to compare ? — Certainly. Every two should compare 
for each other. 

997. Would it not be au important thing that the 
comparison should be made by at least one person, 
w bo has not been engaged in the writing, to avoid 
carelessness of comparison ? — One or two might be 
compared by a staff clerk to see that they were accu- 
rate, and another check for comparison would be the 
reading of the attested copies afterwards, because 
they would be compared against tbe original document, 
and on that comparison it Would be seen whether the 
comparison of the transcript with the memorial was 
correct or not. 

99S. Do you wish to give any other figures ; I 
think I took you out of your lino ? — Well in the Pro- 
bate Court the writers have 10s. per week for five 
years, increasing by 5s. per week for the five years 
until 30s. is attained, with fees of 2d. per folio ; and 
I am told that solicitors usually pay 3 cl. per folio for 



the work which we transcribe at lirf.. and in Fvi 
many cases it is not half so neatly done. "Our present ■ 
rate of pay was fixed so far back as 1847, and no im- Kb - 
provemeut bas siuee been made in our position, >r, .i’ 
although the different classes in the office have received lloA.-.l 
two or three very substantial increases during that 
time. We feel also that getting no remuneration or 
allowance for headings and endorsements is a grievance 
{infra p. 12G). They are written iu a very large 
hand, and necessarily occupy more time than the 
ordinary class of work, hut, notwithstanding, we get 
nothing for that. They do not even count as words. 
Previously the clerks, I mu told, were allowed two 
folios for those headings and endorsements, hut by 
some means or other that was cut oft'. It may appear 
a small matter, hut it would make a difference of about 
£20 a-year to an average transcriber. 

999. What con a transcriber earn in full work per 
week upon an average ? — From 30s. to 50s. a week. 

My average is 50s. ; but there arc others that average 
v cry little more than 80s. 

1000. Judge Walsh. — Aiul what time do you 
devote to earning that ?— Six hours, from 10 o’clock 
to 4 ; but that is very hard work, and out of the 
whole class there are only two who can make 50s. a 
week. Others vary, ns I have said, from 30s. to £2 
and £2 5s. Another matter that we wish to impress 
on the Commissioners is the writing of attested copies 
from those old documents, some of which are almost 
entirely illegible. It Las occurred sometimes that 
a man spends the entire day copying 7 or 8 folios. 

'Hint is he has for his day something more than Is. 

1001. The Vice-Chancellor. — And would you sug- 
gest that the Registrar should be empowered to make 
additional compensation for additional labour of that 
kind ? — We consider it would be better to give a uni- 
form salary for everything. 

1002. To adopt something like the system in the 
courts of law ? — Yes. 

1003. That is, a compound system of salary and pay- 
ment for work ? — Yes, for it is a very hard tiling to lie 
there for a number of years and have no salary — nothing 
to relv on. 



1004. And, of course, as you say in your memorial, 
the older umangets the less he is able to earn ? — Yes ; 
his hand becomes stiff and his constitution gets out of 
order. 

1005. Mi*. Armstrong. — Is there ever a period of 
idleness in the office? — In 1871 aud 1S72 we were 
walking about the office several days in the week idle. 
It occurred to myself, though I can earn 50*. a 
week ordinarily. I had one week only 7s. or fis., aud 
I did not tli ink it worth while making out an account 
for it, so I held it over uutil the next week and went 
that week without anything. 

100G. The Vice-Chancellor. — Was that in one of 
those years that you have mentioned? — Yes, in 1871 or 



1872. 

1007. And what was the cause of that? — I don’t 
kuow. It was a short time after I went into the 
office, and they were slack for some time, but in 1873 
matters improved. 

1008. And there has been full work for you bitterly ? 
—Yea 



1009. Judge Ormsby. — How is the work appor- 
tioned among the transcribers ? — Each pnrty gets 
twenty memorials to transcribe, and as soon us ho has 
that done he takes them down to the gentleman iu 
charge and gets more. 

1010. Is the work given to the transcribing clerks 
in rotation ? — Yes. We are all given work to do, but, 
of course, some get through more than others. There 
is an account kept showing who is next entitled to 
work. 

101 1. Mr. Lane, <j.c. (Secretary). — Howmanrtrans- 
cribriig clerks arethere in the office? — There arethirteen. 

1012. Judge Ormsby. — Is there any other matter 
you have to bring before us in reference to this your 
memorial ? — We would wish also to impress on the 
Commissioners about holidays. We ore at present not 
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paid for the holidays — the only holidays in the office 
namely, Christmas Day and Good Friday. These are 
not paid for, and if the hank holidays and Saturday 
half-holidays were granted to the department it would 
deprive us of a large amount of our earnings, and wo 
think we should he paid for these days. 

1013. How are you circumstanced about vacation! — 
In 1ST 4 we were granted three weeks' vacation in the 
year, but, in consequence of the increase of the work, 
wo have not been able to get full leave since. Last 
year some got none at all. 

101 4. Do yon got an allowance during the vacation ? 
— Yes, our average pay for the three weeks ; and we 
are also allowed three weeks’siek leave with the average 
pay. They make out our average earnings for a period 
of thirteen weeks, and pay us on that basis. 

1015. Judge Walsh. — That is an inducement for 
you to attend there every day except the holidays ! — 
Oh, yes. 

1016. And if you do not attend every day you 
would not get this vacation ! — Oh, certainly not. 

1017. Who ap (joints you ! — The Registrar. He has 
the patronage of the transcription department. 

1018. Mr. Lane, q.o. (Secretary). — And could he dis- 
miss you now if he liked i — I dare say he could, but 
he would not do it without cause. 

1019. Judge Ormsby. — As I understand you, you 
get no allowance of any sort except payment per folio 
for the work which you do 1 — Nothing at all ; and I 
think it is the only department in Dublin so circum- 
stanced. 

1020. Judge Walsh. — Do you get any remuneration 
for remaining there until the office lias work for you 
to do — suppose there was no work for an entire day 1 
— We are given uotking; and I have told you that in 
1871 and 1872 wo were walking about the room 
idle. 

1021. Judge Obmsby. — But Judge Walsh’s ques- 
tion is this — Are you to stay in the office whether you 
are employed or not 1— Yes; our instructions are to 
remain there. 

1022. Yon give the day to the office whether you 
have anything to do there or not 1 — Yea. 

1023. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — In 1871and 1872 
were there many of you walking about doing nothing! 
— It will give you an idea of how much work there was 
to do when I tell you that I had no salary at all one 
week. 

1024. But were there many similarly circumstanced! 
— Yes ; we were all about the same. 

1025. Judge Ormsby. — But that is all altered ; 
you have full work now ! — Yes ; when the Church 
property is all settled we may have another turn of 
slack time. 

1026. Your number has been increased, I find ! — 
Yes ; since the holidays were granted we have got in 
one writer ; but, notwithstanding, we have not been 
able to get our full holidays ; and we would like, if 
possible, that we should be allowed into the office 
earlier and leave there later, so as to work off arrears, 
and enable us t-o get our vacation. 

1027. You would be satisfied to work earlier and 
later in order to get your holidays 1 — Yes. 

1028. Dr. Elrington, Q.c. — What are your present 
hours ? — From ten to four. 

1029. Judge Walsh. —Has not the Registrar com- 

f ilete control over that 1 — -Well, perhaps he would not 
ike to interfere in the matter. I dare say he could 
allow us, hut we never asked the question. 

1030. Mr. Findlater. — But you would require to 

have access to original records and documents ? Yes • 

ut they are always locked up in our room. 

031. Judge Orhsby. — Would that not inconve- 
nience other persons in the office 1 — The gentleman in 
charge of the room at present might come there a little 
earlier and remain a little later. 

1032. Wliat class clerk is he ! — He is on the staff 
of third class. 

1033. Is it your opinion that you could not get 
your holidays without that sort of extra work 1 Cer- 



tainly not, unless wo got in extra hands ; for the work 
is there to be doue, and it must not go beyond sixty 
day's, I believe. 

1034. Mr. Armstrong. — Have the writers a sepa- 
rate department of their own 1 — Yes, a separate room. 

1035. And is thore any clerk overseeing that] 
Yes, a third-class clerk ; and if that gentleman could 
come in a little earlier and remain a little later he 
could lock up the room as at present. 

1036. Judge Walsh. — I suppose you would he 
satisfied if you got a small salary in addition to your 
payment per folio. Would that obviate what you are 
now asking us to report upon — namely, extending the 
hours for your work ? — No ; it would not effect the 
keeping down of arreare in nnv way. 

1037. Judge Obmsby. — Could it not be arran"ed 
by having your holidays at different times! — Now 
only one is allowed away at a tiuie. 

1038. Mr. Findlater. — You complain of the rate 
of payment you receive, and say that there is more 
paid to clerks in scriveners' offices 1 — I have had no 
experience in that matter myself, but from what I 
heard in the office I believe solicitors generally pay 
three ponce per folio for what we transcribe at a ponny 
halfpenny. 

1039. I do not know that solicitors pay 3 d. for 
engrossing on parchment, and not for the memorial, 
which I apprehend would be like your writing on 
parchment, engrossing yon know is a much slower 
business! — Our writing is of a very superior style to 
that of the memorials we get into our place. Our 
Avritiug is equal to engrossing, whereas the memorials 
are written in a most careless manner. 

1040. Dr. Eluington, q.c. — Have you room enough 
in your office for the clerks that are employed in your 
department! — Yes, quite room enough — we have a 
very large room indeed ; one of the best and finest rooms 
iu the building, it is a record room, all stone and iron. 

1041. Mr. Armstrong — What duty docs the third 
class clerk who is told off to attend in the writing 
department, discharge there! — lie has charge of the 
stationery, tlie parchments, pons, and such like, anil he 
also gives out the attested copies to he copied, and com- 
pares them with another clerk ; there are two of them 
in the room, hut one of them is specially in 
charge. 

1042. Is it a fact that when a printed memorial of 
a deed from tlio Lauded Estates Court is brought into 
the office, the first act is to write it out in manuscript! 
— Not the first act 

1043. Is that one of the stages! — It goes through 
all the stages of registration before it comes to us, and 
then we transcribe it. 

1044. From print into manuscript! — From print 
into manuscript. 

1045. Mr. Madden. — That cannot be helped from the 
way the hooks are now, by the statute, obliged to he 
kept! — No. 

1046. Mr. Findlater. — You spoke about getting 
paid for the headings and endorsements irrespective of 
the length! — Yes, we think that we should be allowed 
two folios as before. 

1047. Irrespective of length ! — Yes, as was formerly 
allowed. 

1048. Dr. Elrinoton. — Do you know when the 
alteration was made I — I cannot say, it is not of my 
own knowledge I said that, but from what I have heard 
in the office. 

1049. Mr. Armstrong. — Who counts the number 
of folios 1 — Each clerk must count the memorial and 
certify at the end the number of folios it contains. 

1050. Mr. Findlater. — And is that checked!-— 
Very often checked, and if there are over eleven wo s 
at the end over the folios, it counts a folio, but if ther 
are only ten words we lose that, it counts nothing, a 11 
again, if there should be a mistake in the counting, 
which is discovered in the checking, 2 d . is taken o . 

1051. Judge Ormsby. — Is there anything else yon 
wish to state to us ! — No, I think I have gone tnroug 
all my notes. 
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1052. The Vice-Chancellor. — You are manager of 
the Queen’s Printing Office, Mr. Adams ? — I am the 
foreman printer. 

1053. I believe you have been for a great number 
of vein's employed in that capacity there 1 — For thirty- 
six years. 

1054. The Secretary has furnished you with some 
documents that purport to be copies of a day’s work of 
registration in the .Registry of Deeds Office? — Yes ; 
I have been looking over them. 

1055. The first of these documents contains the Ab- 
stracts of in or about sixty deeds, which averages 
about a day’s work in the Registry of Deeds Office, 
and a proposition was laid before ns, and has been 
under our consideration, that l>y adopting printing 
the work of the department would be greatly expedited 
— one of the books to which it was thought it would 
be feasible to apply it being this Abstract Book. It 
is kept in the office — at present it is made out 
there, but iu future it would be copies of documents 
brought into the office. That, as you are probably 
aware, is the foundation from which the indexes are 
made, and, in reality, is the foundation of the whole 
system of registration in the office. This (hook pro- 
duced) is the proposed form of the new abstract? — I 
have looked through it. 

105G. The first thing that should bo done would be 
to print that (A bstract Book) as expeditiously as pos- 
sible, so as to have one day’s work, if practicable, 
done in the course of the following day. The next thing 
that would be done would be to construct from it au 
Index of names — that is, the persons described as the 
grantors in each abstract would have to lie introduced 
alphabetically in the Names Index (explained by re- 
ference to the books) j and the third document to 
which it was thought printing might be applied was 
the Lauds Index — an index constructed by analogy 
to the Names Index, except that it is proposed that 
a set of books should be kept, in each of which a 
folio would be opened with the heading of a particular 
townlaud, and then whenever you found three or four 
townlauds in an abstract each should be introduced 
in this index under its own heading. We are told 
that on an average there are sixty deeds registered 
daily, that there are five townlauds in each deed — 
that is about 300 in the day's work — and that there 
are about three grantors, that would be about 180 — 
each one of winch would, or might, recpiire a different 
impress. Now, fii-st let me ask you, have you ever 
had anything to do with printing in bound books, 
or have you considered the project at all ? — I never 
saw it carried into effect, nor heard of it ; but I have 
studied the subject since these papers were put before 
me. 

1057. And, in your opinion, is it a feasible tiling? 
— Quite impracticable — not capable of being carried 
out to the extent that you would require. 

1058. Would you kindly state your reasons for that ? 
— From what I have heard, I presume it is proposed 
to carry out the project by stereotype plates. 

1059. Yes ? — Well the first impression ot a stereo- 
type plate is always imperfect, and when you give a 
man a plate to print from he has first to take a trial 
impression. He then sees where it is unequal, and so 
manipulates the plate as to bring up the impression. 
It occupies a considerable time to get the impression 
even and regular, and fit to print. How is that pro- 
cess to be gone through in a book ? If you brought 
down an impression from the stereotype plate into a 
book, and that it was imperfect, as it necessarily 
must be, how would you remedy it ? Again, one of 
the most difficult tasks you could give a printer is to 
ask him to print a line into a document already printed, 



for the slightest stir drives it crooked. As I under- 
stand the matter to be inserted in, or printed into, 
these books should not only be in a particular page, 
but in line and in tabular form ? 

10G0. Exactly? — A man would have to fit the type 
accurately, and he could not do that -without trying it, 
and then when he brings down au impression it might 
be faint, or a miss, or irregular — how is that to be got 
over? Ink, then, is of an oily nature, and it would 
be sure to blot when the book was closed again. You 
put this book ( Abstract Booh) through the press 300 
times a day, I calculated, and I leave you to conjecture 
what state the binding would be in after that. No 
book that I ever saw would stand that process — re- 
peated every day for a year — no matter how well it is 
bound. Iu a merchant's office a day-book or ledger, 
with careful treatment, is injured in twelve months. 
Again, the most intelligent mechanic you could put to 
the work would be liable to continual error. How 
could he know where the name of “ Andrews ” or 
“ Arundell ” was to go, for instance, in this book 
( Names Index) ? The printer is a mechanic — in- 

telligent, no doubt — but he is not fitted for that work. 
You must have a skilled person beside him to point 
out the exact place where the particular impression is 
to be put, and if ho makes a mistake, and the party 
by him makes a mistake, how are you to remedy it? 
The wrong thing has been done, how is it to lie undone 
when you are working on a book ? These are the 
most tangible objections that occur to me. 

1061. As to the blotting of the ink, could 
that he avoided by puttiug in slips or pails of 
blotting paper ? — You could not do that when yon 
are handling a hook so many times? Say that one print- 
ing is on one page, and another on the next, and what 
would be the effect? This (Names Index book) is what 
we call tabular work — it is in columns, and each 
column should fall exactly and iu line. Leaving 
books out of question for the moment, and supposing 
you were printing on sheets of paper, it would be 
almost impossible for any man to keep the work day 
after day in column. It would be irregular, .and 
present a piebald appearance ; in fact, writing would 
be far preferable. Those are my opinions from the 
amount of consideration I have been able to give the 
matter, and from my own practical knowledge. They 
are also the opinions held by the practical men in our 
establishment whom I have consulted since Mr. Lane 
gave me the papers. The fact is, if you attempt it it 
will end in disappointment. 

1062. Those objections would not apply to the 
Abstract Book — that could be easily printed, because, 
in the first place, it might be printed in sheets ? — 
There is no printing you require on sheets that could 
not be accomplished. But there is one observation I 
have to make. You said the work should be ready 
the next day ; that would involve night work, and the 
woi'k being of irregular extent — not like a newspape'r 
of so many pages — when it came in in a rush you 
would require more men than when there was less of 
it, if each day’s work must be ready next morning. 
When this was submitted to me I entered into a 
calculation, and I think that if you gave Tuesday’s 
work at four o'clock that day it could be delivered at 
eleven o’clock on Thursday. That would allow us one 
day. 

1063. And could that he done without any night 
work ? — Yes. When, for instance, we get a Landed 
Estates Court conveyance — unless it is particularly 
heavy — all I ask is one day to complete it; and 
what I see here as a day's work in the Registry Office, 
could easily be done in one day and delivered the next 
morning. 
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1064. Going to yon at four o'clock on Hominy it 
would be ready on W ednesday morning i — \es. Hav- 
ing a large number of meu at our disposal, if a greater 
quantity than usual came in, we could turn tbcm from 
other work on to it. 

1065. Do you think it would be advantageous to have 
a staff of printers specially employed in the office for- 
doing that work I — In a" printing office, or in the 
Registry of Deeds Office i 

1066. In the Registry of Deeds Office ? — There are 
several objections to that. First of all, you would 
have to employ a staff of printers and readers, and then 
the only occupation for tliat staff would be this parti- 
cular work. Work of this description is all done now 
under contract, much cheaper than you could do it in 
that way. 

1007. What would be the staff required for printing 
a day’s work — the average of which I have mentioned 
— in twenty-four hours, in the Registry of Deeds 
Office ? — That would be a matter very hard to calculate. 
The expense of printing this ( Abstracts ), if it came into 
Messrs. Thom’s under the contract, in rough figures, 
would be about £3 or £3 10s. 

1068. That is for tabular printing? — Yes ; this 
printing (Abstract Form). But if you do it in the 
Registry of Deeds Office, yon would require to luive 
the whole resources of a printing office there for that 
work alone, whereas, in a contractor's office, it dove- 
tails with other work. When the men arc not fully 
employed with that, they luive something else to turn 
to. There is a difficulty in this tabular matter, which 
it i;i rather hard to explain. In dealing with ordinary 
matter — say that column (“ The Commissioners' First 
Report”), one man seta so ninny lines, another so 
many more, and a third so many more, then all are 
put together, printed and read ; but, in tabular matter, 
tbe longest column must lie set first, and is found to 
take say twenty lines : that is put to one side, anti then 
the mau has to “build up” the other columns to the 
twenty lines, to make a perfect square. That, is the 
difference between tabular ami plain printing. In 
ordinary printing you can put teu men ou a hundred 
lines, giving them ten lines each, and when each “take" 
is joined, all is complete ; but in dealing with tabular 
matter, after it is all set, you have to wait until the 
man does this “ building up ” process. So yon see you 
could not have a certain number of men for it — you 
must vary tbe men with the work, and that could only 
be done in a large establishment. 

1069. Could yon form any idea as to the establish- 
ment that would bo required if it were thought desirable 
to print the Abstracts iu the Registry of Deeds Office? 
— I should say it would take about eight men, a reader 
and a manager. Then you should have a separate 
press and a pressman. 

1070. Did you include the pressman in the eight 
you just mentioned? — No. Eight compositors and a 
pressman. 

1071. And a reader? — Well yon might suppose the 
reader and the manager to ho one pet-son. But 
observe, the pressman would lie standing all day idle, 
having nothing to do, until the work was all ready for 
press. 

1072. What would be the fair cost per day for tliat 
establishment ? — I suppose it would he about £3 a day 
for wages. Perh ups the best course would be to arrange 
with some master printer to send over a certain num- 
ber of men per day under contract, just as the Board 
of Works do j when they want any carpentry work 
done for instance, they direct whoever they have con- 
tracted with to send men for as many days as they tu-e 
wanted. 

1073. But supposing the Registry of Deeds Office 
employed their own staff, what would be liberal wages 
for the men you speak of — first of all what would be 
the manager’s wages ? — I suppose you could not give 
him less than £3 a week, and 5 a. 6 d. a day is a com- 
positor’s wages. 

1074. Would the expenses he greater printing it in 

the Registiy of Deeds Office than by contract ? A 



great deal more, because, as I said before, in n con- 
tractor’s office a man's whole timo is utilized— when he 
is off' this work ho turns to something else ; whereas 
if you employed a skiff' in the Registry of Deeds Office 
you must maintain it up to what would lie required 
for the heaviest day, aud the meu on a light day would 
be frequently idle. 

1075. The difficulty that has been suggested in 
reference to printing this out of the Registry of Deeds 
Office is the allowing documents ou which, mid on the 
accuracy of which so much depends, out of the eoutrol 
of the department ? — But you would only allow the 
copies to go out, and that is done in the ease of Lauded 
Estates Court conveyances. There have been over 
10,000 Landed Estates Court conveyances done iu the 
Government Printing Office, and I have never heard 
a word of complaint about them. We have been 
printing them for the last twenty years, aud the re- 
gistered number is now 10,500. 

1076. Could an arniugcmont be made iu an estab- 
lishment like yours to have a coufidential set of men, 
aud none others, employed in doing such work as 
tliis? — That is the way with those conveyances, which 
suggest themselves to me as being somewhat similar 
to this work. A locked bag goes down to the court 
each day. I hold one key aud the officer of the court 
another. The conveyances are put into that hag, and 
the bag is locked. When brought to the office I open 
it, take out the conveyances, give them out to the 
men, and send down the proofs, when ready, to the 
court in the locked bag. That is the only plan I could 
anggest. 

1077. As to the “reading" of these conveyances, 
do you employ any particular class of skilled men for 
that work ? — They arc given to our superior readers. 
Wo have several grades of readers, aud this work is 
given to meu who well understand it. That is neces- 
sary, as different types must bo used iu different parts 
of tiio conveyance. Portion of it is iu italics, and the 
grantors' names are iu Egyptian. — that is black type. 
They must all be carefully read by men on whom we 
luive dependence. 

1078. Audi suppose there would be no difficulty- 
in getting a mau fit for that work in a depart- 
ment like vours — to read the proofs of an abstract 
book ? — 1 see no difficulty about that at all. It only 
requires time and patience. 

1079. Would it be possible to pull a proof and send 
it for comparison to the Registry of Deeds Office? — 
That is what WO do with tlio Landed Estates Court 
conveyances. A proof goes down to the Landed 
Estates Court. It is compared by the solicitor and 
certified. Tbon it comes back to us and is printed on 
parchment. 

1080. Mr. Lane, q.o. (Secretary). — Then the com- 
parison is entirely done in the Landed Estates Court ? 
—The solicitor is responsible for the deal, but we com- 
pai-e it first by tho process of reading, and we would be 
astonished to find, when it comes baok from the soli- 
citor, that any error lnul been discovered in it — that 
is, any typographical error. 

1051. Dr. Eliungton, q.c. — You have very good 
“copy" for that? — The draft conveyances arc good, 
but the alterations are frequently indistinct and diffi- 
cult to read. 

1052. Judge Ormsby. — I suppose you get what is 
called a fair copy ? — Yes, but the alterations are some- 
times numerous. The scrivener's copy is fail-, but the 
difficulty arises when solicitors’ alterations are made 
on that. However, the men, from long practice, are 
au fail at it. 

1053. Then the course is, I believe, that the con- 
veyance, as finally printed on parchment, is ogam 
compared with the draft? — Yes, that is done by th e 
officer of the court, to guard against any error occur- 
ring between tlie proof and tbe engrossment.- . 

1054. Tbe Vice-Chancellor. — Then ..there ■ are 
three readings — first the proof is read by your own 
reader? — Yes, read and revised, so that it goes down 
to court os near being perfect as we oan make it. 
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1085. Then it is compared there? — Yea, l>y the 
solicitor. 

1080. When it comes hock to you as approved of ? 
Yes, and engrossed on parchment. 

1087. And then it goes down to court, and the 
final comparison is mode by the officer of the court ? — 
Yes, to prevent the possibility of a change between 
the solicitor's proof and the engrossment. 

1088. Judge Ormsby. — I t is certainly astonishing 
how very seldom we find error. 

1089. The ViCE-OltAJTUEtiiOR. — Would it expedite 
matters if there were a number of transmissions in the 
course of the day, as the documents came in? — 
Certainly; then you could keep the men going 
steadily on. 

1090. Would it make so much difference as to 
enable you to have them next day ? — I don’t think 
that would ho practicable, unless the men worked at 
night, and men working at night by gaslight, and in. a 
hurry, could not do it with the same accuracy as men 
working in the morning and day. To insure nccm-acy 
tliere should he composure. 

1091. When you speak of having this printed next 
morning but one. that would iuclude any number of 
copies ! — Certainly. The diffoi’enco between six and 
twelve or twenty would not ha more than quarter of 
an hour. As I stated already, the first process is 
what we call “ making ready." Yon take an im- 
pression, find it is light here and there, and when 
these defects have beeu remedied, and the typo made 
read}-, a man is supposed to ho able to print 250 
impressions in an hour, or 200, according to size. 

1092. Does that process of “ making ready '* apply 
to ordinary letterpress printing as well as to stereo- 
type ? — To everything. It does not come up fan- to 
the eye on the first impression, and stereotype is much 
more troublesome to deal with. 

1093. I suppose there would hi no difficulty what- 
ever in securing that any proof's printed for the pur- 
pose of experiment were all destroyed iiftorwards i — 
Not the slightest. Wo take every precaution in deal- 
ing with documents of a confidential nature. As you 
are aware, a large number of confidential paper's pass 
through our hands, and what we do is this — when the 
first proof is pulled and read it is given to lie revised, 
and then the old proof comes hack with the revise, 
which is destroyed. There is no danger of confidential 
documents going out of the office. 

1094. There is another document kept in the office 
that the public depend upon a great deal. While the 
abstract hook is being got ready there must necessar ily 
be an interval, according to you, of a day — Monday’s 
business would not appear until Wednesday morning, 
and in the meantime it is necessary to search down to 
the latest moment. Suppose a deed was brought in on 
Tuesday on which £20,000 might pass. The security 
of that fund would depend upon no other deed having 
beeu registered in the meantime, there must always 
be something kept in the office that wonld be capable 
of reference to to the last moment, and what is at 
present done is — there is a day sheet, which gives the 
day of the week, the hour and time of receiving the 
deed, the grantors and grantees, the quantity, and so 
forth, and that is all filled up as the deed comes in. 
Would there he any possibility, without night- work, 
of printing that, so as to he ready next morning ? — 
There would be no difficulty in having that at ten 
o’clock next morning — a small thing like that. 

1095. Mr. Laxe, q.c. (Secretary). — You know there 
would be about sixty of these divisions — each of these 
is a deed ? — It would not extend over two large sheets 
of paper, and the matter could he supplied by instal- 
ments during the day. Then you would have from 
four o’olock until ten o’clock next morning, by which 
time it could easily be completed.' 

1096. The Yice-Ohanceelor. — F rom four o’clock to 
ten o'clock ? Do you mean that itwould involve night 
work? j-I don’t think it would, except on extraordinary 



pro*mre. Y on could from four o’ clock until ton o’clock 
or eleven o'clock next morning easily accomplish that. 

1097. It would greatly facilitate you if there were 
periodical transmissions during the day ? — Yes ; if you 
had, say three deliveries of the copy, the first at one 
o'clock, the next at three, and the final at four o'clock, 
it could he set up as we receive it, and have the entire 
delivered next morning at ten o’clock. I see nothing 
to prevent that. 

1098. If an arrangement were made by which the 
receiving of deeds for registration were to stop at, say 
three o'clock, that would give, you an hour additional, 
and facilitate you still more ? — Yes. 

1099. Was there anything else that occurred to 
you, Mr. Adams l — No, nothing else. 

1100. Dr. Euuxctox, q.c. — Arc you aware of any 
process of printing by introducing something of the 
nature of a carbon sheet, such as they use fur manifold 
writing, between the type and the paper ? — We never 
practised that. 

1101. But do you know there is such a thing ? — I 
have seen it in the stationers' windows. 

1102. That is for use. with a pencil? — Yes. 

1103. But you have never seen it used for print- 
ing 1 — No. 

1104. Now as to the question of ink. Wc all knew 
that there is a difference between printing inks , that 
there arc some that dry very fast, and others that take 
a longer time ? — Not very fast, but there are aumc 
that dry more rapidly than others. 

1105. It may be used hot, for instance — of eourse 
I know that there arc objections to that, such as that 
it spoils the type? — We have never had occasion to 
use it. 

HOC. But are you of opinion that practically you 
could not tise an ink for printing into a bound book 
that wonld not smudge I — I don’t think priuting in a 
hook practicable at all. It is very easy to get up a 
specimen and to work into it here, hut there is a 
dulhrenco between that and having a number of men 
employed at it and printing in it day after day. And 
then there would be the destruction of the book. How 
would you get over the difficulty I have mentioned of 
remedying an error, once the error has been printed 
into the hook ! We find that with the greatest care 
and with the most intelligent men, it is impossible 
always to avoid errors ; and if we have a misprint in 
a conveyance, it involves the destruction of the sheet 
or skin of parchment ; but if there he a niispriut in a 
book, would you destroy the whole ? 

1107. Mr. Meldox, q.o. — A re you awruo that 
there has been for years past every effort made to 
invent some process for printing into books ? — I have 
not heard of it, and I cannot see the utility of u- 

1108. Are you aware that every effort was made to 
accomplish that, for the. purpose, for instance, of print- 
ing into catalogues of libraries, from time to time ! — 
No, I never read anything of that at all All the 
additions to catalogues that I ever know of were either 
by Blips or by the addition -jf pages. As I said before, 
the most difficult work you can give to a printer, 
is to print an additional line into a document already 
printed — that is, to bring it up square and straight to 
the printer’s eye — immediately after the line already 
printed. 

1109. Would the use of parchment hooks increase 
the difficulty or facilitate you I — It would increase it 
considerably. Parchment is of a greasy nature, and the 
ink might take in one place, and not in another, and 
that would iuvolve the destruction of tbe sheet of 
parchment. But, again I ask, how would you remedy 
it in a hook ? 

1110. One great objection to printing in a bound 
Book is the blurring ? — And the destruction of the 
hook; I cannot see either how you would bring it 
all in line; if you give a sheet of paper to a man to 
print one line into it, it is difficult enough He likes 
a sheet of paper, tries a blank impression, and if it is 
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as he requires, the type is then inked and a proper 
impression taken. 

1111. Then I may assume that blurring is a great 
difficulty to be overcome? — I can only give you my 
practical experience — that I have handled 10,000 con- 
veyances in my tune ; I don't touch them for twenty- 
four hours after they are printed, and I have to fold 
them up with the greatest care, handling only the outer 
portions that are not printed on, for if my band mbs 
the ink it may blurr, and that after twenty-four hours. 

1112. You have got great experience in the printing 
of Landed Estates Court conveyances ; are you aware 
that the printed deeds in the Registry of Deeds Office 
are very much blurred? — I don’t know how that is; 
they leave our office perfectly clear. It is the memo- 
rials you speak of, and they are equal to the deeds ; 
they are printed on prepared parchment, and if you 
step up to our office at any time, you will see them as 
clean and perfect as possible ; but if they arc taken up, 
folded carelessly, aud put into a coat pocket of course 
they will be blurred. 

1113. The result is, from no matter wlutt cause, 
that in the samples we have in the Registry of Deeds 
Office, they do appear, iu a great number of instances, 
blurred ? — That is a further support to my argument. 

1114. But I am asking you whether it is the fact 
or not ? — I don’t know ; but I cau assure you that the 
memorials leave us perfectly clean. 

1113. You have not seen samples of Landed Es- 
tates Court Deeds stored hi the Registry of Deeds 
Office ? — No. 

1116. Is not there also great danger of the pages of 
a book sticking together when printed into? — Cer- 
tainly ; if you have the slightest pressure at all they 
will “ set off." 



1117. Is it possiblo to prevent the pages of tho book 
sticking together when printed upon?— They may not 
stick together, but they will blurr. 

111S. The V ice-0 1 1 ax cello u. — But suppose n sheet 
of something like blotting paper were introduced ? — It 
would prevent it sticking, but it will spread tho ink. 

11 If). Mr. M eldon, q.o. — A s to the mechanical 
difficulty of printing into bound books, if you go to 
print in a tabulated form, would there not bo 
enormous difficulty in getting the spacer, all to fit?— 
That is what I stated some time ago. To make a 
form like that, all fair, would be very difficult, and 
each time a line would be added, the slightest diver- 
gence one way or tho other would make tho whole 
thing of a zig-zag appeai-ance. 

1120. And suppose you wanted to print iu an entry 
at the bottom of a page, and that the space was not 
large enough, would not you have to break up the typo 
and go through all the process again?— You would 
carryit over to the next page ; you could not divide 
lt- 1 iI° U eitl ', er 1,0 tk;it or up the type again. 

1 121. Assume that there was to be a staff up iu the 
Registry of Deeds Office, would you tell me what staff 
would be required not the number but the character 
of the men ?— A foreman or manager, and then so 
many intelligent compositors, and a hoy to attend 
tliem, aud a pressman. 

1122. And you would not require readers? — The 
question is whether the manager would undertake that. 
He would not have sufficient work else to occupy his 
tune and I suppose the manager and reader could he 
combined in the one person. But these are questions 

would ^ 

ab "to •< h °™'- * “ “ *"**■ 

1125. Tlie Vice-Chancellor. — O ae gnat object of 

SlrS To r"*”® 4 “ tb» infac* m 

the Kegisti-y of Deeds Ofcce is durability; tl, e y „ 
great deal of handing. Of comae you have i “ 
great deal of knowledge of different kinds of paper 
Is awe any paper that would at all approach, in piint 
of durability, [enrolment t-Ta,, thesis what wfcall 



kand-raiule paper, and there is paper used of a very 
superior class in the Department of Births, Deaths 
aud Marriages. It is n very superior class of paper’ 
aud would insure all that you want. 

1120. This might be done. There might be one 
copy kept iqnm parchment us a permanent record, and 
the other copies for common use might be printed on 
paper ? — Yes, there Is no doubt about that. 

1127. And a paper us durable, and that will last as 
long for all practical purposes 1 — Yes, the paper that 
they use iu the Department for Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages is just the kind that would suit. 

1128. Mr. Meluon, q.c. — A re these books in 
the Department of Births, Deaths, aud Marriages 
much used for searching ? — I don't know; I brought 
a sheet here to allow you. This ( produced ) is an 
index which they have prepared quarterly, and all 
persons searching have to do is to look up there, mid 
thou turn to tho book, having got the reference in the 
index. 



1129. Tho V ICE-CUANCELLOH. — This is a Names 
Index ? — If you got up an index like that every 
quarter or every year, you could easily estimate wlrnt 
length it would run to. Upon each of these pages 
there are 373 linos. There arc four pages, and that 
makes 1,500 iu the four, and by that means they get 
through all tho births, deaths, and marriages in a very 
small space. 

1130. Mr. Mkldon, q.c. — But would abstracts 
made of that paper lie of sufficient durability for 
frequent handling ! — You cau see that for yourself 

1 131. I am asking you as an expert? — It is a very 
superior paper, as you may observe. 

1 1 32. Tho V i cii-Ci ianc.'kllor. — T hat is not printed 
iu a book ? — No, it is not ; it is on a sheet of paper. 

1 133. It is not printed into a book?— -No; I never 
saw the thing attempted. 



1 1 31. But that could bo printed on sheets, and after- 
wards bound up into books? — That is the way it is 
done in the department to which I have referred. An 
index ou that plan could be printed very vapidly, and 
bo got routly for use in a very short space. That is 
printed quarterly, immediately after the quarter’s ex- 
piration, and it gives, you see, the volume and page, 
and every information required. 

1135. Do you know whether these quarterly 
indexes are afterwards consolidated ? — I cannot say. 
The quarterly is recent; formerly they were printed 
yearly. 

1 136. Ilavo they consolidated the four quarters into 
a year? — No ; for '79 they would have to search four 
volumes, but they have this counterbalanced by having 
each quarter's book to consult during the year. 

1137. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — Is that index 
in dictionary order 1 — It is strictly alphabetical. 

1138. The Vice-Chancellor. — Is it to the second 

or third letter ? — It is strictly dictionary. An index 
prepared under that plan would give you greater 
facility than any printing in books. The way they 
prepare them for us is : — They lorile them down on 
slips — short slips, fusioned at tho top — and in perfect 
order to bo printed from. . 

1 1 39. Do you know anything about their mode of 
checking?— No. 

1140. I-Iow do they cheek the accuracy of these 
when once prepared ?— By the book. I see the ticfc 
marks on tho slips. They are narrow slips which are 
first copied out, cut up, and checked, and tliwi aftei- 
wurds they are checkod again in tlie proof. This is a 
communication of a confidential character, the same ns 
tho conveyances from tlie Landed Estates Court- 1 ey 
come down to tlie office in a leather hag whic 
two keys, one in the Registrar-General's office, 
the other in our place. 

1141. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary).— I sk ° wedy f“r r 
little press hero one day (Mi 1 . Dillon's). M 7 oU .. , 
at it sufficiently to bo able to form an opinion &oon ^ 
—Yes ; it was very ingenious, and in the ° . 
clever person might produce some apparently 
factory specimens ; hut in hands of the or 
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workman, and subjected to everyday work, would, I 
apprehend, very soon go to smash. Our presses are 
all of iron, and even then they get out of order occa- 
sionally. 

1142. Mr. Madden. — Now, as regards your state- 
ments as to the impracticability of doing this work, 
I have one or two questions to ask you. You state 
tliat the first impression you take from stereotype is 
not clear? — Yes. 

1143. Would there be any difficulty in testing the 
stereotype block before beginning to print into the 
book with it ? — When our tost is made previous to 
printing, it is always on paper as nearly as |>ossible of 
the same thickness as that on which the planting is to 
be done. How can you do that with a book ? And then 
there is another difficulty. All printers print upon 
damp parchment or paper, and the hook would be 
perfectly dry. Even the parchments for conveyances 
are damped — that is, they are put in damp papor. 

1144. That 1 understand to he a separate objection 
— one arising from the difficulty of printing on dry 
parchments or paper in books — in addition to what 
you have told us already ? — It has cropped up now. 

1145. But whatever you are going to print your 
stereotype block into, could yon not make a trial on 
the same substance before you began to print into 
your books, be they dry or wet ? — You could have a 
similar book to try it in. 

1146. Blit if yon tried it on a similar substance 
and got a perfect impression, would not that objection 
vanish ? — I don't think that you could cany it out in 
the way that you suggest. It is the reverse mode of 
printing, aud you could not try it in the same way. 
You would not have the same power over it that a 
man has in printing from the press. 

1147. Lieut-Golonel Martin, r.e. — C'mildyounot 
slip in a piece of paper on the top of the page you were 
going to print into, and tiy whether the impression is 
perfect or not? — You uiightdo that, butstill I think my 
grounds hold good — that the chances are that the trial 
would be imperfect. But the strongest objection is, 
how would you secure the accuracy of the insertion in 
the spaces you marked out? 

1148. Mr. Madden. — That is, having regal'd to the 
fact that they are in tabular form ? — Yes, how 
would you secure that a working man would put 
*• Browne ” iu exactly the place that you want it. 

1149. We must take these objections separately in 
order to clear them up. First, you ask “ how would 
you take care that your entiy comes under the proper 
name?" Now, that is done by a skillet! officer in 
the Registry of Deeds, and iu the substitution of 
planting it was not proposed to leave that work to the 
compositor or printer ; so yon may eliminate that part 
of your objection, and assume that there will be a 
competent officer to direct the printer, aud to take 
rare that he is shown the exact place where the entry 
is to go? — Then you would have a skilled officer 
standing beside the pressman while he is working. 

1150. Assume that for the moment — then your 
objection resolves itself into this, that given an entry 
to be made under, say, “ Brown,” the printer may put 
it in the wrong part of the page ? — Yes. 

1151. Have you Been Mr. Dillon's process tried as 
to making the entry on the exact spot required? — 
I glanced at it cursorily ; it works on a sort of tram- 
way, the regulator. It is all very well to ask a man 
to do that once in a way, hut when you put him to do 
it for a certain number of hours a day, and keep him. 
at the one thing day after day, then there is a liability 
to err. 

1152. In answer to Mr. Lane’s question as to Mr. 
Dillon's little press, which yon saw here, your chief 
objection was that it would be liable to destruction? — 
It wa3 a wooden press. 

1153. But we are not trying the model — it is 
usual to make a wooden model, is it not? — Yes. 

1154. Quite so, and we are seeing whether the objec- 
tion goes to the principle — your objection that it would 
“ go to smash " — to use your own words, is founded on 
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the fact that it was made of wood ? — I have seen no 
other. 

1155 But there would be no difficulty in making 
the press of iron? — No. 

1150. And yon don't know — not having seen it 
worked — whether it would do the work or not 1 — The 
machine will do a certaiu tiling, but it requires a 
guiding hand, and that is liable to err. 

1 157. And you said an amateur might do the work, 
but that a skilled man could not?— A careful man 
might do it once or twice before yon ; but put a man 
to that, day after day, and hour after hour, and the 
liability of error comes in. 

1158. Surely that is contrary to our every-day 
experience. Is it not the fact that the more 
frequently a person does a tiling, the greater 
is the accuracy and precision arrived at ? — 
Working at a press is a purely mechanical opera- 
tion, but by this process you propose adding an 
intellectual element — requiring that the man should 
print n particular entry uuder a particular name, 
which he is to discover. 

1159. The intellectual operation is the putting of 
the entry under the right name? — Yes. 

11 GO. But, assume that the pressman is not to see 
what name the entry is to go under, but that — given a 
certain name — he is to prnitthe entry in a place pointed 
out to him ; surely the longer a man works at a process 
of that kind, won’t lie be able to put it in tlic proper 
place with the greater accuracy ?— I don’t follow you 
clearly. 

1161. Here is the name of a towuland— Drumgariff ; 
— that block represents the entry that is to be struck 
iu — the intellectual element, as yon call it — (that entry 
being on a block of stereotype) is to know under what 
towuland it is to go?— Yes, and a man might, by 
accident, put it in another ]«ige. 

1162. Assume for the moment that the pressman 
has nothing to do but to print it into a certain place 
pointed out to him ?- -I never contemplated a skilled 
officer being beside the pressman ; that would make 
the work very tedious, and add another difficulty. 

1163. I know you did not ; and the only thing for 
the printer to do, having a direction of that kind, would 
be to put it in the projiei' place ; do you see any diffi- 
culty with Mr. Dillon's press, in putting such an entry 
in its proper place in consecutive order 1 — No, when he 
has a properly skilled man beside him, but the diffi- 
culty would be doing it in a proper, workmanlike way. 

1164. What do you mean by that ? — We’ll say that 
you have three or four abstracts on a page, the diffi- 
culty would be to put in the next exactly straight — 
accurately in line. The slightest variance would 
moke the thing unworkmanlike. If I saw a page 
printed out of line in that way, I would say it was 
spoiled ; that is, because my eye is educated to see 
everything symmetrical. 

1165. But the longer a skilled workman is em- 

ployed at that particular work the more perfection he 
will arrive at in the work of printing the entry 
symmetrically under the heading required ? — A book 
could not be kid with the same accuracy as a sheet, 
of paper. I could easily take a sheet of paper and 
bring it to the proper gauge, but how could you take 
a book, put it under the press, and bring it so that 
the press will print into it at a given place accurately 1 
These bound books are, I think, with spring backs, and 
the surface presented in the press would not be even. 
Again, take it that you have an entry to make on the 
third or fourth page, another in the centre of the book, 
and a third in the end of it, there is a different basis 
for each printing. . 

1166. Have you seen the process by which Mr. 
Dillon places his book for printing? — Tea, and he does 
not, bring tlie book to a flat surface. A bound book, 
and especially these books with spring backs, cairaot 
present a flat surface. That is what I had in my mmd. 

1167. Lieut. -Colonel Mabtlv, b.e.— D oes not Mr. 
Dillon’s press hold the page to be printed on 
with those under it, flat in the press, and the other 
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portion and cover of the book upright at on auglo ? — 
Yes. 

1108. Sir. Madden. — Have you seen Mr. Dillon’s 
press worked 1 — No ; and I ana going not by bis press, 
but by my own practical knowledge of printing and 
paper. 

11G9. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary) — -When you were 
speaking of printing that abstract book daily, would 
you do it by stereotype or plain type ? — By type. 



Stereotype is only used for books in great demand, 
except in the csiso of newspapers, to which different 
considerations apply. The obj ect and utility of stereo- 
type are to meet the cases of works likely to be re- 
printed, such as National school books or arithmetics 

when you get an edition printed, and another supply 
is required, the stereotype plates are ready withoutany 
resetting, hut for small numbers xnoveablo type is used. 



February 26, 1880. 

Mr. John J. Matson examined. 



1170. The Vice-Chancellor. — You are second® 
Assistant Registrar in the Registry of Deeds Office. 
How long have you been in the Office 1 — Since 
1851. 

1171. And how long Assistant Registrar? — I have 
been Assistant Registrar since 1870. 

1172. In what capacity did you come into the 
office? — I came into the office in Mr. O'Conuell’.H time, 
when he was the head of the department. He had 
the patronage in his own hands, and appointed the 
staff’, generally, and the general body of clerks. I 
came in then, and was immediately appointed Assis- 
tant to the chief clerk. 

1173. What was the first work you did in the 
office 1 — I commenced to transcribe memorials and find 
out all about the business of the office. After that — 
in a short time — my duties were principally in con- 
nexion with the chief clerk, and the supervision of the 
office to a great extent. That is after I had made 
myself acquainted with all the duties of the depart- 
ment. I was one of the three clerks appointed by 
tile Act of 2nd & 3rd William IV., c. 87. In 1S57 
our titles were changed, wc were called first class 
clerks ; but wc were originally clerks under the Act 
of William. There were three clerks appointed under 
that Act- — I was the second clerk, and Mr. Ray the first. 

1171. There are two Assistant Registrars — yourself 
and Mi - . Ray? — Yes. 

1 175. What aro the respective duties of the two? — 
Our duties are precisely similar. 

117G. Do you divide certain duty between, yon? — 
No ; only one can he on duty at a time ns regards the 
inspection and registry of deeds, but while Mr. Ray is 
receiving deeds, I am signing certificates, or giving 
directions with regard to the general arrangements of 
the office. 

1177. Does the Registrar himself receive deeds for 
registration ?— Occasionally. It has so happened that 
the two Assistant Registrars have been absent ill, and 
Mr. Dwyer then takes the duty, or if I have to take a 
good deal of duty elsewhere, Mr. Dwyer then gives me 
a day, and receives the deeds himself. 

1 1 1 S. The only persons in the office who can receive 
deeds for registration are the Registrar and the two 
Assistant Registrars ? — Yes. 

1179. What is your idea of the accommodation 

afforded in the office where the deeds are received ? 

It is simply wretched. 

11 SO. Just state the defects please ? — Formerly the 
arrangements were much worse than at present, for the 
office was divided in two— a centre passage ran down 
that room, where we now receive the deeds— and there 
were counters at either side, the public being confined 
outside these in a small space of about six feet by three. 
After a good deal of correspondence, we got the Board 
of Works to reconstruct that room, or to alter the fit- 
tings, and arrange it ns at present. In fact, I suggested 
what should be done, and gave them a plan, but they 
did not cany it out in its entirety, or as we suggested. 
The part of the office where a solicitor has to stand, and 
give deeds is wretchedly small, and we suggested that 
they should come in at one end and pass out at the 
other, but we did not succeed in getting that done. 

1181. Is there actual space sufficient to enable you 
to give proper accommodation to the public in the 
* Now first, infra 



place where deeds are received? — No. Of coarse you 
could not enlarge that room. The only way that’ we 
could get proper accommodation would be by an in- 
crease in the number of rooms — taking in some portion 
of the premises now occupied as Probate Court Offices. 
But, in fact, the whole building is imperfectly con- 
structed for the purposes of a Registry, and it would 
require very extensive works and great alterations to 
make it what you would call reasonably convenient. 

1182. The searching by the public is conducted in a 
different room from that where the deeds are received ? 
— Yes ; in a room of precisely the same size. 

1183. And is there accommodation in it for the 
public using it? — No, not accommodation at all. It 
should be twice the size, and it should be a circular 
room, with tho hook racks immediately to the back of 
the attendants, so that no delay should arise in hand- 
ing hooks to the persons requiring them. 

1184. Is the accommodation for the clerks suitable 
and convenient ? — I cannot say it is exactly suit- 
able — the rooms aro not so nicely furnished or as con- 
venient as might be, but still they are considerable 
improvements on the former offices where they had to 
work. 

1185. Bat are they sufficient for the purpose ? — I 
think so. 

1 186. And arc they convenient and suitable for the 
clerks ? — I think they arc convenient. 

1157. What about the ventilation — is the ventila- 
tion sufficient ? — It is, at present, I tliink very fair. 
Tho difficulty of ventilation proceeds from the fact that 
so many have to ho satisfied. Some will be for venti- 
lating the rooms more, and others would not. I don’t 
tliink the rooms are unhealthy having regard to toe 
attendances. 

1 158. Have you heard complaints by the clerks as 
to the atmosphere they Jiave to woi-k in 1 — Frequently, 
but I cannot say that they are well founded com- 
plaints. 

1189. Are you aware that Sir Dominic Corrigan 
made a report some years ago about the office ? — Cer- 
tainly; and I saw myself that his suggestions were 
carried out; that is, as to the introduction of venti- 
lating-panes. I had these panes put in the Library 
windows, and there aro air-escapes over them again. 
In point of fact, the ventilation in most of the rooms 
is as good as it is in any place. 

1190. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — A re you aware that 
Dr. Little has visited the place, and complained of it ? 
— Both Dr. Little and Dr. Wyse hare reported that 
the apartments occupied by the housekeeper and her 
family are not fitted at all for habitation. 

1191. That is quite recently ?— Yea ; hut those 
apartments are separate altogether from the offices. 
Since that report was made, wo have corresponded 
with the Board of Works, asking them to carry out 
the improvements suggested. They sent up an Inspec- 
tor the other day. 

1192. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary) — Are there any 
holes for letting in the air at tho bottom of the rooms 
at all?— There are, and there are ventilatiug-panes, 
and escape-holes both in the ce ilin g and in the 
cornices. 

1193. The Vice-Chancellob — I n what rooms axe 



r- 125.— R. J. L. 
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these ? In the Library, tie U-nnscribing-room, and 1210. Are tliey appointed afc a higher salary 1— No ; Evidence. 

the rooms occupied by the clerks — seven on the top they enter at a lower rate of pay. ' 

story. These are ns good as are to be fonnd in most 1211. Than the third class clerks 1— Yes and their Feb - ”• I38 °- 
public departments — as well ventilated and ns well increment is deferred for three years, and is a smaller Mr. John J. 
lighted. one ; then they can ultimately only reach £200 a year, Matson. 

1194. Is the private searching-room properly venti- salary, and £100 a year good service pay; the £200 

luted ? — -There is a great deal of ventilation there; but a year is duty pay, but they are entitled, under certain 
there are times when, owing to the crowded state of circuinstantes to another £100 a year, good service 
the place, tho ventilation is not ns it should be. pay. 

1195. Is not tho ventilation very bad! — I would 1212. Have they no right of promotion! No right- 

not say so. of promotion beyond their own division ; they cannot 

1190. You don’t spend any time in that room, I hope for promotion to the second or first classes ; first 
suppose 1 — I do not. class clerks under the Playfair system would, enter 

1197. And the persons who do spend most of their at a higher salary, and go on to a very large salary, 

time there would be better able to form a judgment as 1213. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — Are these men on the 

to that 1 — -Quite so. permanent statfl — Yes. 

1198. The hooks kept there are nil written on parch- 1214. The Y ice-Giunceixor. — How many have 

merit?- — Yes. • been appointed? — Seven. 

1199. Do you think that the present system of 1215. How long have they been appointed ] — -Within 
heating the building is a good one? — So far as I am the Inst month. 

concerned myself, I always suffer from headache while 121G. Mr. Meldon, q.o. — Docs not that class 
the pipes uro heated ; but it Is tho safest plan for of clerks exist in other offices too ; in the National 
heating a department like that Education Office they have men of tho lower- division 

1200. That is, to guard against fire'? — To guard also? — Yes, and they are to be found in most of the 
against fire. 1 feel the effect of the hot-water pipes public departments at present, both in Dublin -and 
myself probably more than any one there, for I always London. 

get headache from them. 1217. Mr. Madden. — Are they liable to Ire re- 

1201. 1 want to know from you are the transcribers moved from one office to another ? — Not so long as 

an additional class of clerks in the office to the tlu-ee tire office to which they were originally appointed has 
classes of staff clerks 1 — Entirely. ' necessity for their services, when assigned to a depnrt- 

1202. And under tho present system is there any ment, they are recognised as on the permanent staff of 
right of promotion from tho transcriber class into the that department. 

third or any of the other classes 1 — Not at all. They 121S. The Vjoe-Chancelloe. — T hou there are four 
are only employed temporarily, and subject to bo classes of clerks, besides the transcribers in the Registry 
removed on a day’s notice from the Registrar. They ol Deeds Office? — Yes. 

sue employed by piece-work — paid so much a folio. 1219. Do you think that is n good system ? — I am 

1203. Does it frequently happen that a number of afraid I would uot be right in offering an opinion as 
men on the list of transcribers arc without work there ? to that, because tho Registrar has had correspondence 
— No. On the contrary, they have more work than with the Board of Treasury with regard to these 
they can do. The limit prescribed by the A.ct for the appointments, and the Treasury have declared that 
transcription of memorials is sixty days ; aud owing they should send in those clerks. 

to a Treasury minute made some years ago — when the 1220. You have no opportunity as yet of testing 

Treasury fancied they could make great changes, they how it will work ? — No, it would he premature to do 
passed a minute that, pending Mr. Dillon's experi- that yet. 

meats (he was experimenting on au index then), these 1221. Judge Walsh. — D o you keep them to any 
transcribers should ho allowed three weeks’ leave of particular work 1 — In a few years time, when trained, 
absence on pay, and three weeks' leave of absence for they must he put to discharge the duties now allotted 
ill-health, in case they furnished medical certificates, to the first-class clerks in our office. 

They took advantage of that ns a matter of course, 1222. Mr. Madden. — Are there any clerks except 
and the thirteen men who were fully able to do the these Playfair clerks, who will in future be available 
work within the prescribed time are barely able to for promotion in the office, coming in to be promoted 
accomplish it now. You see that makes a difference to the first class? — No, and they must do the duties of 
of about one clerk in the year. Before the issuing of tfie first-class clerks, though they cannot he promoted 
that minute their absences were very few, and their to the first class. 

illnesses much less than at present. 1223. The Vice-Chancellor. — Would it he pos- 

1204. Have the transcribers anything to do except sible, having regard to the business of the office, so to 

transcribe memorials ? — They have merely to tran- arrange, as to appoint- certain duty to clerks of the first 
scribe the document put before them. It is there cut class, certain other duty to clerks of the second class, 
and dry for them, and they have not to exercise the and so on? — -That would go into the whole system of 
smallest intellect; they arc even told how to do the the office, it would bean utter impossibility, for instance, 
head mgs. • men will show much greater zeal and be more intelligent 

1205. Do they copy the searches 1 — No. That is than others, that is all they have to insure promotion 

done by the staff clerks, or the writers that we got and increased pay ; some are better at a certain class of 
there recently. work than others ; there are some men in the third 

1206. You have three classes of staff clerks at class, who, for intelligence and judgment, are as good 

present — first, second, aud third ? — Yes. as men in the first class. 

1207. bo you think it would be to the advantage 1224. In fact tho business is now allocated to clerks 

of the office if there were to be two classes ouly instead totally irrespective of the class they are in 1 — It is so 
of three 1 — If the classification was altered, and yon as a fact, and it must be so from the nature of the 
had only two- classes, you must still have a third duties of the office, seai-c h i n g, indexing, and the making 
class, owing to the recant appointment by the Treasury of difficult comparisons ; these are the higher duties of 
of clerks of the lower division to supply vacancies in the department. The proportion of the first class, to 
the third class. the other classes in the office, would seem to be u n fa i r , 

1208. Then there are practically four classes now 1 they are now ten to forty five, or rather there ore ten 

- — Practically there are. out of forty-five in the first class, and as a matter of 

1209. And of what does the new class consist ? — fact, as I have already told yon, men in the third class 
Of lower-division clerks under the Playfair system ; discharge the same- duties as the men in the first. 

■Hid they are in a different position from the third-class 1225. You stated that tho only t hi n g they have to 
men in the office both ns regards salary and annual look to in the third class as to duty, is to showing zeal 
increment. and efficiency in the office, with reference to ^emotion 
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Evidence — does promotion go according to the efficiency of the Well, in searching prior to '32, a man has to make these 

’ men, or to seniority 1— It is clearly laid down l>y abstracts— he lias to do, on such a search, the same 

Treasury minutes, and by directions to the head of the class of work as a senior first class clerk. 

Mr. JnhmJ. department, that promotion must be by merit and 1239. Mr. Armstrong. Then you see no great use 
Matsuu. capacity, having regard to seniority. hi classification at all ? There must be some reward 

1226. A man goes up by seniority unless he be for length of service. 

unsnited to obtain promotion 1— Yes, unless there are 12-10. That is as regards pay, but for the duty to 

complaints for inattention, irregularities, or want of be discharged ? — Indexing aud searching and abstract- 

attention to duties that he has been placed at from ing are the higher class duties. 

time to time. There arc some in the third class, 1241. But a third class clerk is now put to any of 

probably now, who may not be fit for promotion, be- these duties? dhey are now. 

cause of records against them. 1242. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think there 

1227. But take the case of a good man in the third should he a certain period of probation before they 

class, according to the presenc system, in what time are brought on the staff ? — That is the principle of the 

might lie hope to get up to the first class?— I am present lower division clerks. 

afraid there are some of the very best men in the third 1243. They have a certain period of probation be- 
class, and it would take many years before they get fore being put on the staff? — Yes, one year’s probation 
up to the first class. before they are considered on the staff of the depart- 

1228. Doesn’t that press very hard against them? — incut. And remember we won’t have any more third 
I cannot say that it is unfair, but to a certain extent class clerks. 

it must chill a man’s exertions, or cool him in his work. 1244. Why ? — Because the Treasury won’t give us 

1229. Do you think that that could be remedied or nuy more. 

amended by dividing those who now form the three 1245. And how will the staff clerks be appointed ? 
classes, into two classes? — Yes, subject to such ar- — The office is to be rooruited from lower division 

rangements as the Board of Treasury might seem fit to clerks cn the Playfair system. The first class in the 

adopt in making that classification. office will have to be recruited, according to the Play- 

1 230. So as to give the men a greater chance of fair system, from men who will have passed a superior 

getting up to the first class ? — Yes, in some branches examination, and have a higher educational standard, 

of the Civil Service there are only two classes, aud 1246. Mr. Madden. — And may not their training be 
that intermediate stage in one department I don’t in some other office ? — It may be in any other office, 

understand, because a man fitted for promotion from 1247. The Vice-Chancellor. — Has the head of the 

the third class, ought to be fit for promotion into the department in the case of probationers of that class at 
first. present the power of rejecting them as unsuitable? — 

1231. Judge Walsh. — Could you divide the clerks He has, before the twelve months are out, unless they 
in any way according to what you conceive to be the give evidence of intelligence, good health, and fitness 
principal business, that is, giving the best or morn for the position. 

difficult description of work to clerks of the first class, 1248. If you find on twelve months trial that a proba- 
and so on? — You could not, but there are a certain tioner may not be fitted for the higher duties?— The 
number of men of the third and second class, that arc head of the office must report against him. 
fit for promotion to the first class. 1249. Judge Walsh. — And lie has passed a eoni- 

1232. But in suggesting a reorganization of the petitive examination to get in? — Yes. 

clerks coukl we have regard to the business they do 1 1250. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think a 

— Certainly not. competitive examination for a plaeo ensures your get- 

1233. The Vice-Chancellor. — It would not be ting efficient men ? — I don’t think it does, and I don’t 
possible to arrange the business in the office so as that think such an examination “ hall marks ” a man at all. 
the firstrdass men could do all the abstracting, and the 1251. Mr. Madden. — Having regard to the very 
second-class men all the indexing, and the third class peculiar duties of this office, is it your opinion that 
all the searching ? — That would be impossible ; if you the old system under which a man passed his whole 
apportioned the duty in that manner once a rush came time in the office was better than the Playfair system ? 
iu any department there would be a block, for a man — Yes, that is my opinion. 

would not go outside his particular province. When 1252. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — Is it a test exwni- 
tlie office was paid by fees that very difficulty was nation, or a competitive examination that they are taken 
found, and it was only when the clerks were classified, in on? — Acompetitiveexaminationinthelower division, 
and the work done as now, in 1S57, that the business They first pass a test examination, and then if success- 
of the office became more regular. ful in that they go in for the competitive examination. 

1234. Can it be said that any business in the office 1253. The Vice-Chancellor. — At present your 
stands higher than another ?— Well* the scrivenery chief clerk is Mr. Ff reach ? — Yes. 

done by some of the staff clerks is different from 1254. And he with the assistant chief clerk, Mr. 
searching or indexing. Fitzgerald, is engaged in comparing negative searches 

1235. But putting aside the mere writing, could you and certain office work ? — Yes. 

say that searching for instance is a higher class of busi- 1255. The senior of the first class clerks, Mr. Day, 
ness than abstracting ? — No, in point of fact they are all is comparing abstracts ? — Yes. 

the same, because the man who searches, the man who 1256. The next in that class, Mr. Mee, is restoring 
id ft tracts, aud the man who compares the day book old indexes and making corrections? — Yes, aud that 
are practically doing the same work as a man compar- is a duty requiring great care. 

ing an abstract upon a search, a man fit for.searching 1257. The next, Mr. Leyne, compares the day book 
is supposed to be fit for any of the duties of the office, and abstracts? — And that is one of the most onerous 

1236. And what class of business do you put novices duties, the foundation of all work. 

to?— The first tiling they are put to is attendance on 1258. Then we have Mr. Moriarty engaged on the 
the public, supplying them with books ; they thus get Lands Index ?— That is inferior work, but he held one 
acquainted with all the books in the office, and then of the three Treasury appointments. He was ap- 
they are put to writing into books, and in that way pointed direct by the Treasury, and was thrown 
thev are educated into the manner in which entries are into the first class upon the re-construction of the office 
made. iu 1857. 

1237. Mr. Madden. — Making the abstract book is 1259. Then the next four are employed in searching 

I suppose, the most skilled labour? — Not more so Yes. 

than making searches. A man that makes a common 1260. That requires considerable skill and care?-— 
search has to go through the very same comparison as The same skill and intelligence and judgment as all 
t.lu* man that prepares the day book. the men liofore them on the list. 

1 238. D t fuming Mm abstracts from memorials ? — 1 261. And the next is the gentleman, Mr. 0 Meara, 
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in charge of the public searcliing room and records ? 
— That requires great probity, accuracy, and steadiness. 
It is a position of great trust In fact, he is in the 
position of a Record Keeper, and in another depart- 
ment would have £700 or £800 a year. 

1262. That completes the list of the first class, and 
shows that all the gentlemen in that class are engaged 
on the higher class of work 1 — Exactly. 

1263. But there are men in the second and third 
classes discharging similar duties 1 — Yes. 

1264. And do you consider that absolutely necessary? 
— We could not do the work of the office if we did not 
utilize the men to the best advantage. 

12G5. Now, complaint has been made to us of the 
impossibility of giving full vacation to the clerks 1 — 
Well, I don’t think that they con complain of the 
vacations. J t hink that they have got very nearly tlm 
thirty-six working days, besides illness, and I think 
if you got a return of the attendance of the whole 
stafl', you would discover that they get a very fail- 
proportion of leave. 

12GG. Have yon been obliged to withhold the ordi- 
nary six weeks' leave in consequence of the number of 
clerks being insufficient ? — We have not been obliged 
to withhold the six weeks’ leave ; but they have been 
curtailed — they don't get their vacation all together, 
but they have got twenty-seven days together, and 
tlmt is very near the tiling. 

1267. But it would lie desirable to keep you up to 
the full staff, so as to be able to give the full vacation ! 
— Most desirable. They are, to a certain extent, 

engaged at unwholesome work, handling and living 
among tliose parchments, and am fairly entitled to the 
fullest leave given in the Civil Service. 

12G8. As to holidays — you have only two now? — 
Yes ; Good Friday and Christmas Day. 

12G9. Do you think it could ho arranged with 
advantage to give u few more holidays ? — I don’t think 
that the profession or the general public would be in- 
convenienced by our getting the bank holidays as well. 
They are now, to n very large extent, general holi- 
days. 

1270. Do you think there would he any objection 
to closing tbe office on Easter Monday and on Whit 
Monday, and the day after Christmas Day? — I think 
not. In point of fact, the men got St. Stephen’s day 
and Easter Monday now, but they count out of their 
thirty-six days’ vacation. On these days we only re- 
tain a sufficient number to mnke the current entries. 
But you mean that the office should he closed alto- 
gether 1 

1271. Yes? — T don’t Bee that these few holidays 
could inconvenience the public ; and, in my opinion, 
it is only fair that they should be given in the Re- 
gistry of Deeds as in other public departments. 

1272. Do you think there would be any inconveni- 
ence in closing the office at two o’clock on Saturdays ? 
— I think, judging from the quantity of business that 
comes to us after the courts close, and from other 
offices, that it might be an inconvenience to close 
earlier on Saturdays ; and with regard to the Saturday 
half-holiday, if I may give my individual opinion, I 
don’t think it an advantage. I would rather be in- 
clined to give a man a day’s leave when it is wanted 
for any bona-fide object, but in the winter time of the 
year — more especially, the Saturday half-holiday is not 
at all conducive to the regular working of a depart- 
ment. 

1273. And would you be opposed to giving the 
Saturday half-holiday on that ground 1 — If I bad a son 
of my own in the service, I would rather he was at 
his office, in the winter time especially. 

1274. You think there are temptations ? — Yes, it is 
a great curse, I think. 

1275. Mr. Meldon, q.c., m.f. — That objection ap- 
plies though to the Saturday half-holiday in all depart- 
ments? — Yes. 

1276. And not specially to the Registry of Deeds 

Office? I give it as my private opinion that the 

Saturday half-holiday, as a general rule, is not of ad- 



vantage to the Civil Service, and at the same time, 1 
say a man in the Civil Sendee should get as much 
leave as possible, and as frequently as possible, for bon»- 
Jide purposes. 

1277. Do you think it would be a convenience t>> 
the office, and on advantage to the transaction of 
business liere, if tbe time for receiving deeds for rerie- 
tration was to be restricted, so that you could not 
receive deeds nfti-r three o'clock, instead of four, as at 
present ? — Well, I think that would be a great incon- 
venience to the attorney profession, and to convey- 
ancers. 

1278. But would it be a great advantage to the 
office; in getting out the work for the following day 1— 
Of course it would facilitate that department ; hut tor 
the past three or four years we don't return deed- 
searches and copies after half-past three o’clock, in 
order to throw the strength of that particular office 
on comparing deeds and receiving deeds. 

1279. Would it not facilitate the preparation of 
your business for the next morning, if you were to 
stop receiving deeds at three o'clock for registration 
that day ? — The deeds that come in at four o’clock to- 
day are on the books at eleven o'clock to-morrow, 

1280. When are those cutries made? — They are 
made up to the time. If I am receiving a deed at 
thirty minutes past three, the man that is making tin- 
day-book is entering, perhaps, the deed I received, at 
fifteen minutes past three. 

1281. And suppose you received n deed at four 
o’clock? — It will be entered next morning. 

1282. And the office opens at ten o’clock ? — Yes, and 
it will be entered in the same proportion of time as 
those of the previous day received and entered. Limit- 
ing the time for receiving deeds would be a great 
inconvenience to the public and to the profession, in 
my opinion. 

1283. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — Isn't it usual to 
search up to the lust moment of the closing of tin- 
office? — Certainly, tlmt can be done. 

1284. And isn't there a great confusion of deeds 
coming in up to the last moment 1 — They are nil entered, 
up to say a quarter or half-past, three, and after that 
the party searching has only to look through, at tin- 
very most, eight or nine deeds. 

1285. But would it not be better to close, say at 
three, for the registration of deeds, and then yon could 
have them all ou the books? — Ifancythatprofession.nl 
gentlemen would consider it a great inconvenience. 

1286. That is, such ns want then- deeds registered 
late, hut for persons searching, would it not avoid 
confusion ? — I cannot say that there is confusion. 
After the search, on the day-book is made, to look 
through the number of deeds that we received up to 
the end of the day, does not take very much time. 
As you say, the entries would be more complete the 
other way, but I am dealing entirely with regard to 
what I consider would be the convenience of the pro- 
fession. 

1287. The Vice-Chancellor. — But, supposing that 
ten deeds were brought by different people at five 
minutes to four o'clock, what would you do with them f 
— That would be iui impossibility. Every deal, as it 
comes in, has to be compared before it comes to me. 
if I aiu on duty. It is like a stream, you keep it 
flowing regularly, so that I have never more than two 
or three at the counter at the same time. 

1288. That is only reversing matters, suppose ten 
men come in together with deeds for comparison at 
five minutes to four ? — We could not compare them. 

1289. Then what would you do with them ? — We 
would have to say that we could not compare them. 

1290. And they would be brought back next day f 
— Yes. 

1291. And if it was arranged that the reception i*t 
deeds should be stopped at three o'clock, could not all 
be taken and registered before four o’clock I — But they 
could not be registered until compared. 

1 292. Explain the present system ? — If a man brings 
np a bundle of ten deeds at a quarter to fonr or lm«! 

0 5 



Evidence. 

fti. J*. 1*S0. 

Sir. John J. 

Mmhto. 
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Mr. John J. 
Matson. 



past three, he knows that he could not have those 
compared and registered. 

1293. But suppose that there are half a dozen men 
coming up with a deed each, all anxious to get 
them registered? — -Professional men are anxious to 
convenience each other, and would arrange which 
should l>e compared first — all could not be compared 
at that hour. 

1204. At present a deed is not registered until after 
its comparison? — No. 

1295. Was that the case when you first came to the 
office? — No. 

129C. What was the custom then? — The custom 
then was to take the deed in the registry, and com- 
pare it afterwards — next day or possibly two or three 
days afterwards — if an error was then discovered the 
party who lodged it was noticed of its withdrawal 
from the registry. 

1297. Do you think the present system an improve- 
ment on that ? — Of course. Now you can make your 
search up to the hist deed received on tho day, where- 
as under the old system you could not make a search 
up to within three or four days before that. Then 
probably a solicitor would not hear of the error in his 
deed, and its withdrawal from registry, for a week or 
two — his clerk may have been careless or he may not 
have come up to the office — and meanwhile the trans- 
action it dealt with has been closed, and possibly an- 
other instrument registered against him. 

1298. His having being rejected for some infor- 
mality? — Yes ; but under tho present system — having 
the comparison first — they can be registered on fho 
same day. 

1299. Are deeds, after being compared, allowed to 
get hack to the party, before going to the assistant 
Registrar ? — Oh ! certainly, they are handed back to 
the party. 

1300. Don’t you sec that in that case there is no 
security, that the document that has been actually 
compared is the same that is afterwards handed to the 
Registrar ? — It is initialled, and marked, and identified 
by a certain number. 

1301. But supposing that an alteration were made 
in a deed after it was compared? — That is a fraud that 
I don’t see you could guard against. 

1302. Could it not be done by the officer comparing 
originally transmitting the deed to the Registrar? — 
There are some formalities between hands, and solicit- 
ors don’t like to pay their fees till the deed is -found 
to be correct. 

1303. But could you not insist on that being done? 
— “ Insist ” is a very hard word, and you know that 
if a man was determined to commit a fraud he would 
do it no matter how strict the rules were. The mere 
passing it from one hand to another in the office would 
not guard against fraud if a man was determined to 
commit it. But we have never had a case of any kind 
of fraud or alteration under the present system. 

1304. At present, how are the office fees for regis- 
tration paid — are they paid in stamps?— Yes, the office 
fees are paid by stamps. 

1305. And those fees are paid by separate stamps 
from the duty stamps?— Yes— one is called the duty 
stamp, and the other the fee stamp. On every class 

of deed registered, there are two classes of stamps a 

duty stamp, and a fee stamp. 

1 306. Those are part of the general revenue of the 
office ? — Yes ; the fee stamps are. They were received 
in cash formerly. 

1307. Out of which the working expenses were 
paid ? — Yes. 

1308. Mr. Lane, q. c. (Secretary). — You don’t receive 
any money now ? — No; not for any class of service. 

1309. The Vice-Chancellor.— Are you acquaint- 
ed with the facts attending the surplus of the fees 
fund ? — I am aware that, in former years, owing to 
the peculiar nature of the Act of William obliging 
the fees in hand at the end of a 'quarter to he lodged to 
the account of the Consolidated Fund within a certain 
time ; that we had from time to time to lodge various 



sums of money not properly surplus fees at all. They 
wore not surplus feesat all, because I have had frequent- 
ly, with the Registrar, and the two chief clerks, to wait 
from one had quarter into another for my salary. ‘\y e 
would pay the general body of clerks, but sometimes we 
had to wait ourselves from one quarter into another to 
ho paid, and at the end of that very quarter, then we 
perhaps would have a large sum to lodge, while at the 
termination of the following quarter there would not 
be sufficient to pay working expenses. 

1310. And was that ever refunded ? — No. It was 
lodged to the credit of the Consolidated Fund, and it 
cannot ho refunded — it liecame part of the revenue 
from the time of lodgment. 

1311. There was a large surplus accumulated at one 
time, I believe? — Yes, .642,000 was lodged from the 
year 1S32 to I860. 

1312. Was that brought in in the way you speak 
of ? — Y es. It was a quarterly lodgment in the Hank 
of Ireland hero to the credit of the Consolidated Fund. 

1313. Is there any such system carried on at pre- 
sent? — Not at all ; it cannot be — there is no such thing 
as lodging now. There is no surplus fund — the fees 
are nil paid in stamps. 

1314. Arc yon aware now whether the fee fund 
realized in the office gives any surplus ? — The amount 
of cash received by the fee stamps now would not pay 
the current expenses of the office, hut then we should 
get credit from the Treasury — their Commissioners, 
Messrs. Chisholm and Law, so estimated it — for about 
£5,000 a year, from duty stamps on copies and 
memorials. 

1315. And would that supply the deficiency? — It 
would supply it very nearly, but not quite. Our 
estimate for this year is very close on £20,000. 

1310. To wluit do you attribute tho insufficiency of 
the receipts — is it to an increase, in the expenses of the 
office, or to a diminution of receipts ? — In a certain 
extent, to both. The fees are smaller now, and the 
work greater. 

1317. Mi-. Mkldon, q.c. — T here was a great 
reduction in fees in 1870 — weren’t the searches reduced 
to Is.? — That was the stamp duty — the general duty. 

1318. That would make a reduction of about 62,000 
a year ? — To the general public, but not to our fee fund 
stamp. That was the general stamp duty. It was 
5s., and it is reduced to is. ; and on negative searches 
there was 10s. certificate duty, and 3s. duty on every 
negative abstract, besides 3s. duty on every common 
search, which is abolished now. 

1319. The Vice-Chancellor. — Is the number of 
deeds tendered for registration increasing? — Yes, it was 
last year over tho year before, and the year before over 
tho previous year. 

1 320. Is the increase considerable ? — The increase is 
shown, I think, from the returns furnished to the Com- 
mission. Last year was about seven or eight hundred 
over the previous year, as I recollect. 

1321. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — Haven’t they in- 
creased within a short time past — have you not bad 
some heavy days recently? — We have had a steady in- 
crease for the last few years. 

1322. Didn’t you receive up to 1 40 one day recently 1 
— We took 150 one day lately, and we have taken 
120 a day several times. 

,1323. Mr. Meldon, q.c.— H aven’t the stamps 
on instruments, contradistinguished from deeds, in- 
creased by £1,000 a year? — Yes. 

1324. It was about £3,000 a year, and this past year 
it was £4,000 ? — Yes. 

1325. So that on the receipts from memorials alone 
there was an increase of £1,000 a year ? — Yes. 

132G. Mr. Madden— A fter the lodgment of the 
surplus fees was stopped, did the Treasury still, y 
means of the stamps that were substituted for the ecs 
paid in money, continue to derive a profit from e 
office? — Yes, up to within four or five years ago. 

. 1327. They did ?— Yes ; but they have -not tor 
several years. , , 

1328. And that wna altogether opart from whate™- 
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they derived from the duty stamps ? — Yes. After the 
cash receipts stopped, I don't think they had much 
profit, because they gave n new classification then, and 
the expenses of the office increased. Of course, they 
gain very largely through the inspection, ns to the 
stamp duty by the Assistant Registrars. In fact, there 
would he a very great loss to the revenue if that in- 
sjiection ceased. That is so in England, I believe, 
where there is no such inspection. 

1329. Could you form nu estimate of that possible 
loss 1 — No ; hut beyond doubt the reveuuo gains 
largely by the system in Ireland of inspecting the 
stamp duty. 

1 330. Lieut.-Col. Martin, ile. — W ith regard to the 
unhenlthiness of the rooms, and the want of ventilation 
— is there any consideration of the cubic space, and the 
number of men in each? — No ; that is not taken into 
consideration, hut if you were to judge of them iu that 
way, you would say they were sufficient. 

1331. The rooms ore lofty, T suppose? — Yes; and 
even iu the public searching rooms there are two doors 
leading into it, besides ventilators aiul a large window. 

1332. As to the public rooms it docs not niattev so 
much, the doom of these are so frecpieully opened ad- 
mitting currents of fresh air, hut it is different as to 
rooms where clerks are sitting — the doors are not so 
much open ? — W ell, in all our rooms the doors are 
frequently open. They complain of draughts from that 
very thing. 

1333. And is a man much moved about from room 
to room? — The searching staff' have to change from 
office to office continually. 

1334. Then they may be crowded in one room at a 
time I — Yes ; but the air must bo changed constantly 
by the draughts. 

1335. Mr. Madden. — It was the official searching 
room that Mr. Leyne complained of most ? — There are 
two doors opening into it, and three or four large 
ventilators, which were put in at the time that Sir 
Dominic Corrigan reported. 

1336. Mr. M eldon, q.c. — There are some Pro- 
bate offices in the same building as the Registry of 
Deeds ? — There are, and I tliiuk there arc two rooms 
unoccupied. We asked the Board of Works for them 
throe or four years ago and they would not give them. 

1 337. If the rooms now appropriated to the Probate 
Court were thrown into the Registry of Deeds would 
that not give you ample accommodation ? — It would 
give hugely inci eased accommodation, and it would he 
attended with very great convenience to the public. 

1338. Is it not a fact that wills are divided into two 
portions ; one portion, down to a certain date, lodged 
in the Probate Court, and the other up in Henrietta- 
street? — Yes. 

1339. And would it not occur to you that they 
should be all together, down in the Four Courts, so 
that a person need not search first in Henrietta-street, 
and then at the Four Courts ? — That would be the 
natural arrangement one would think. 

1340. And there is very great want of accommoda- 
tion in the Registry of Deeds Office ? — Yes. Great want 
of properly arranged rooms, particularly where the 
public are accommodated in the Registry Office, and 
in the Public Searching Office. 

1341. You were asked as to the classification of 
clerks and you said there was no classification of 
duties, do you see any reason for a classification of 
clerks when there is no classification of duties ? — As a 
matter of fairness, the men discharging the some duties 
ought to be getting the same remuneration, but having 
regard to toe present arrangements of the Civil 
Service seniority and length of service must cause a 
difference. But where the duties are the same- there 
certainly might be on arrangement that would work 
better of having only two classes, a first and second. 

1 342. But the difference of salary does not depend 
on the class, for is not there an annual increment no 
matter what class a man is in ? — Oh, hut £200 is the 
maximum of the junior class, whereas the second 
commences at £210 and increases to £300. 



1343. Isu’t it a fact that in other public offices Evidence. 

where there are junior aud senior classes, the senior 

class generally act ns superintendent over the others, leb ' **• liso - 
isn’t that so ? — 1 am not aware, but as a matter of Mr. John 4. 
course tbe senior clerk is, to a certain extent, placed Matsmi. 

in a superior position. 

1344. Do you happeu to know what arrangement 
they have iu the Education Office in Morlborougli- 
streot ; don't the senior class clerks just superintend the 
work being done by tbe junior class men throughout the 
building? — I cannot say. I have no knowledge of that. 

1345. "Would it not be of great advantage to have 
only two classes with iui annual increment? — It would 
be a decided advantage of course to them. 

1340. So that outside the question of mere promo- 
tion from class to class a great deal of would 

accrue to the clerks from having only two classes, 
because by annual increments they would rise to the 
maximum of the second class ? — Of course, and that 
would be a great incentive, the annual increment, 
besides being a great clieck, and a means of enforcing 
discipline. 

1347. So that it is not altogether a question merely 
of promotion from class to class ; if there were only 
two classes the clerks would benefit to a great extent ? 

— According to the system of the junior ili vision clerks 
now their fixed pay is increased by what is called duty 
pay. That is if a man attends to his work and exhibits 
zeal and ability he gets extra remuneration over his 
class salary and over a man of the same standing who 
is either inattentive or unskilful, and the head of the 
department must report as to that. 

1348. The Vice- Chancellor. — Do you think that 
system might he applied with advantage to the staff 
of the office ? — I am not prepared to say. That is 
entirely a Treasury anungemeut. 

1349. You say tluit the annual increments are a 
great check and a means of enforcing discipline. Ls it 
the case now that a man docs not get an annual incre- 
ment unless he gets a certificate of good conduct 1-^-The 
Registrar as head of the office is bound to withhold the 
annual inclement from any clerk whoso conduct has 
not been satisfactory during the previous year ; and in 
every class the Registrar has to receive a report from 
the chief clerk whether a man lias been regular in his 
attendance, and has discharged his duties satisfactorily, 
mid if there is any cause of complaint against him 
ho must state it mid give particulars. 

1350. Mi'. Madden. — But he will get his increase 
unless the report is unfavourable ? — Yes, he will get it 
unless the report is unfavourable. 

1351. It does not require a specially good report to 
get it ? — No. 

1352. Mr. Armstrong. — Has the annual increment • 
ever been withheld? — Certainly, very frequently, I 
am sorry to say. 

1353. Mr. Meldon, Q.c.— Those surplus fees of 
£42,000 — dicl that include any portion of the stomp 
duty then paid on memorials ? — No, entirely fees. 

1 354. Is there any record of the fees kept, or any- 
thing that would show the amounts received for the 
past ten years, for stamp duty as distinguished from 
fees ? — The amount of stamp duty ? 

1355. Yes, the amount of stamp duty paid on 
memorials ? — No. We did not keep that in any way. 

All we know is that a certain number of memorials 
were received and that those should have each the 
two half-crown stamps. If you multiply the mmiber 
received by 5s. you would arrive at the total 

1356. Does any instrument except the memorial 
hear a stamp duty? — Yes, there is Is. stamp duty on 
copies of negative searches, and copies of memorials. 

1357. And the memorials 5s. — Yes. 

1358. Is thereany duty of that nature charged upon 
any other instrument that is registered — for instance, 
on satisfaction of a judgment ? — No, only fee stamps. 

1359. Or on certificates of the appointment of assig- 
nees in bankruptcy? — No. 

1360. Mr. Madden. — Is there no stamp on the 
affidavit of the witness to a deed ? — Yes, there is an 
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Evidence, affidavit stamp 2 s. G J. anil on the memorial another going about idle fur n considerable time) Well tlrt 

2s. Gd. might bo, for an hour or two, but I don’t think It 

M. is so. 1301. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — Would you has occurred generally, it may be however, tluit a mai 

Mr. John J. just go tlirougli the routine of registration, to have it would be idle for a short time. 

Mnuou. in tlie evidence 1 — When a deed is first brought iu, thu 1373. Mr. Armstrong. — Would it be possible that 
deed and its accompanying memorial are presented one of the transcribers would not earn more than it 

to two gentlemen who compare the memorial against or 8s. in a week? — ITu must be so bad that lie woubi 

the instrument to see that all the requirements in the not bo kept in the office. 

various Acts have been attended to, audits soon ns that 1371. But from the want of work? — No, impossible 
comparison is completed, and the deed and memorial if we li:ul not work for them we would semi them' 
fouud to correspond they initial it and mark it with away. 

a denoting number. It is then handed back to the 1375. Thu office hours arc from 10 to i1~ Yes. 

solicitor tendering it for registration and he proceeds 137b. Would there Ihi any difficulty iu giving t] le 



1371. But from tl in win it of work? — No, impossible 
if we had not work for them we would semi them 



a denoting number. It is then handed back to tlm 1 37i». The office hours arc from 10 to 4 1~ Yes. 

solicitor tendering it for registration and he proceeds 1370. Would there l>o any difficulty in giving ffi e 

to the place where the Assistant Registrar is, and transcribers longer hours, keeping the office open f or 
hands him the deed with the memorial, which he them later ? — It wouIiUk.' utterly impossible unless you 

inspects first as regards the general or ad valorem duty kept the staff too, to tike cliavgc of tlm original mem- 



and then as regards the office fee stumps. 



done, lie passes it on to the maker of the day hook. 

1362. Does’nt lie number it first? — Yes, lie puts a 
uumber on it and marks the time of delivery. Then 



■ never entrusted to the transcribers 



unless in the presence of staff clerks; besides I think 
that men earning .£2 IDs. a week at that class of work 
are very fairly paid, and that their condition does not 



it is passed on to the maker of tlie «lay book, who call for any reforms of the department 



makes his entries from it at once, so that in that way 1377. Mr. Maudes.— B ut isn’t that tlie outsub 



the day book is. ns a general rule finished by eleven limit?— They are limited to that, wc sometimes limit 



o’clock next day. 

1363. Mr. Armstrong. — Did not the Treasury, from 



them to .£2 a week, when they write badly. 

1 378. The V Ice-Chancellor.— You arc aware that 



time to time grant considerable sums for the compari- i„ the scriveuery offices of the Court of Chancery, and 



son of memorials and making up books ? — The Treas- 
ury altogether advanced about £2,000 for special pur- 
poses. They first gave .£800, I think in 1803 or 1804 
to bring up arrears of transcripts of memorials and 



I believe also in the Common Law Courts, the clerks 
are paid partly by salary, and partly by work done !— 
I believe so. 

1379. Do you think it would be an advantage to 



they gave a further sum of £450 to complete that the office to adopt a plan of that 



nrrear. Then they gave £S0O for engrossing consoli- 



;'-c t in- same amount of work done, and 



Jated Indexes Mid duplicates of them. These nee the i t „., ra |,t tl.o exi.'iise of the ollice. 

entire grants made. , ..... , . . . , , . , 

l-rcf an..* 11 1 . , , l.JM). WJiv would you not get the sumo amount of 

l.i(i4. iliatwivsall subsequent to the transfer to ..,,.1. 1 . • ., , ? 1 1 .1 

the Treasury of the J!i2,000 l_It urns. "" '' - dc. .inn. vert vino tier 

13C5.Hu Mkldok, q.c — Would the™ he any ..If dene depends the.,- pay. Of 

difficulty in eomnUinn a ret,,,,, in the J. V"™ il >»™ * 



KoicU,. „ :i;_ . ... ... , . -V course it won hi 1 st a great advantage to the 111011 wh» 

ilimciuti m compiling a return in the office, showuur , . . . , , , . , n , , 

those sums that wet," paid h, tin Treasn^i-None ^ ‘ lu 

sir, they were tile subject of iicoiTespoudeuce. Messre. .hint tluit it , vent, 1 1 » a 



f ™ Toil nil?, elm'.' “re. 1381. He tW.lk tluit it ivoidd l.o n misouslli 

Hr (VCWe ‘ f thing te del— 1 lldi.k they urn .veil paid as itis, ]»v. 

Ail. u cormellMlio was Registrar at that time, annlied ■ ° . 

for £1,500 more to complete old Indexes, mil the V° IT} 

Treasury postponed decidimr unon that, .umli.-nUm, ciumuig L-. to i- 10s. a week. I tlnuk they are well 



Treasury postponed deciding upon that application, Lf ,“3 ; 

and it was never acted upon. But those that I have r ., , . 

mentionetl were the oulv trinnts made :mil t.lirvninmmf , 138.- But, of course., the ohlcr a 1 



mentioned were the only grants made and tliev amount , 1 \ , rr T \i «« 

iu all to about £2,000. <lcvotcs wllol ° llf ‘> U> U,c • 



1 366. Mr. Findlater. — D o yon think there Ls any , . 1 , 18 N ,°. “ j? V ? n . 

hardship upon the transcribing clerks in only bci.m ‘ l ,m ljljeu ""l"™ 0 ' 1 "l* 3 * fclicm tl,eu-s ,sonl > “ 
allowed H<7. a folio when they have to copy old fcem l )or;U 'y employment. 

documents which are tedious and difficult to rend? 13S3 - Do y ou ifc woul(l . be bettor to have a 

No, and the proof is that the employment is verv c * aS3 so ^ permanent, as in the Chancery offices, and 
eagerly sought after; according to the scale of re- the offices of the other courts ? — I don't see it. I think 
muueration for like work elsewhere, it is enough I lneu wov ' c better when they know that their pay 
think ; these are not engrossments, they are written in ( l c l ,(JDt1s entirely on their giving satisfaction, and the 
a mere running hand, and men are able tocarn £2 10s. ftmouut of work dona 

a week at it, anil it is considered so good an employ- 1384. Mr. Madden. — Of coiu-se, the question is 
tiient, that ns I have said, it is eagerly canvassed, when how much work you are to get out of a man, payment 
there is a vacancy, the Registrar is generally pressed by taskwork would ho the best? — If they are to be 
with a good many applications for it. brought on the staff, or recognised in any way ns con- 

1367. Isn’t it a fact that they have often to copy nectecl with the office permanently, an advantage 

long headings ? — Those are prepared for them before- would be gained by giving them a fixed salary, but, 
hand ; they have no head work, mere copying. I think you would have less work done. Since they 

1 36S. And does that count in the number of folios? got the advantage of three weeks vacation, and three 
—No, but a long heading loould not amount to half a weeks sick leave, wo have never been able to get the 



folio. (See infra, p. 126). 

1369. Mr. Armstrong — They also- complain of not 

heimr fnr tlm *_<1 mi 



same amount of work out of them. 

1 385. When away on vacation how are they paid 1— - 



being paid for the endorsements?— The endorsements On the average of their wages for a certain number of 



1370. Yes ? Weil they are short too, and that is 



weeks previously, and the same on sick leave. , 

1386. Mr. Armstrong.—' Transcribers don’t dis- 



part of the agreement with them ; they are only eni- charge any of the duty connected with compari® 011 - 

ployed temporarily, and the Registrar laid it down Do you think it -would be safe to intrust them with the 

clearly and emphatically, that they were to have no comparison of their own work?— Very unsafe, 

claims except for work done, m respect of which they 1387. The Vice-Chancellor.— That is always done 



were to be paid at the established rate. * 

1371. Mr. Fixdlater.— T heir not being allowed to 



by staff clerks? — Yes, by two. 

1388. And that is a check upon them which wouia 



leave the office, is that part of the arrangement with not exist if they checked each other's work 1 — No; 
them?— Yes. , m T in certifying a copy 



‘'^r Y r-. • ■. .-.V . , bosidea I would have a difficulty in certifying a copf 

lot*. A- -Hi lsita .act that in 71 and ’72 they were document ns true, when compared by such men. 
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Monday, March l, is SO. 



Evidence. 

March 1, 1880. 



Mr. Michael F. Dwyer (Registrar of Deeds), re-examined. 



13S9. The Vice-Chancellor. — Will you be kind 
■enough to explain what the present system of promotion 
in your office is? — The promotion is by the Treasury, 
upon the recommendation of the head of the depart- 
ment — very much the same as in all other public 
departments, I think. 

1390. But what is the system ? Do the men pro- 
ceed from the 3rd class to the 2nd, and from the 2nd 
to the 1st? — That is the ordinary course, and I have 
known of no departure from it. 

1391. But if you considered a man unsuited for 
promotion from one class to another the course would 
be for you to express your opinion to that effect to 
the Treasury! — Yes, that I recommend so and so 
should be promoted in place of so and so, for reasons 
to be stated in that communication. Indeed, the idea 
now is to have regard primarily to merit, influenced, 
if at all, in a very minor degree by any other consider- 
ations. Formerly seniority obtained very generally, 
but not by any means as the sole ground for pro- 
motion. Now, however, it is postponed to other con- 
siderations, the firstof which are, cluiracterand efficiency. 

1392. Have you to make annual reports upon your 
several officers to the Treasury ? — No, tho Treasury 
would not receive such reports. 

1393. You make no reports except in the case of 
promotion 1 — No, the Treasury would not receive 
reports; nor will they receive general .solicitations 
for advice as to the arrangement or guidance of a 
department. That is left to tho head of the depart- 
ment upon Iris own responsibility. Of course there 
are exceptions to that rule. I have bad exceptions 
to it — for instance, in the case of a special penalty. 

1394. What was the nature of the penalty you 
speak of now !— Dismissal. 

1395. Is tlmt a case under the Act of William 1 — 
No, under a Treasury minute, which has the force of 
an Act of Parliament, subject to a discretionary power 
in the Treasury, and the heads of depart menus. For 
instance, there is an order to the effect, that if a clerk 
becomes a bankrupt, under a certain condition of 
tilings, he is to he dismissed or removed from the 
Service. A matter of that kind having occurred in my 
office I did not give effect to the extreme penalty ; I 
recommended minor penalties, such as disallowance of 
increments, a stay on promotion, and so forth. 

1396. You have just mentioned the increments. 
Must there be a certificate of merit from the head of 
the office before the clerk gets his increment 1 — The 
head of the department must approve of the incre- 
ment. He writes on the report the word “ approved,” 
to show that the matter has obtained his consideration, 
and that he seeB no reason why it should not proceed. 

1397. Do you exercise a judgment in every case of 
increment 1 — Yes ; they are brought to me periodically, 
or rather according to the time the officer is entitled to 
the increment. The clerks are appointed at different 
periods, and when their year is finished and the time 
comes round for the increment the discipline book is 
referred to. 

1398. Who keeps that? — The chief clerk, and he 
makes entries of reprimands by direction of the registrar. 
That is to say, a case of misconduct is brought before 
ihe registrar by the chief clerk ; the party implicated 
is brought before the registrar, the case is stated against 
him, and his explanations, if any, received. If these be 
not satisfactory the reprimand is recorded against him, 
und he may be then informed that his explanations are 
so unsatisfactory that he may be disallowed his incre- 
ment the next time it comes round for the Registrar to 
report. 



1399. Do you find that the power of withholding 
increments affords a wholesome influence in the guid- 
ance of the department? — I think so. If any'man 

lias been guilty of misconduct or serious irregularity 

making mistakes in entries or searches, or inattention, 
it is judicious in sneb cases that the head of the office 
should have the power to punish him aceordinglv. It 
is the loss of a year’s increment, and somotimes I only 
disallow it for half a year. But at the end of the 
year or half year the increment is recommended again, 
unless a further stop is put to it by the head of the 
department for adequate reasons. 

1400. He is one year delayed from his maximum? 
— Just so. 

1401. Some complaints have been made about the 
slowness of premotion in consequence of the. present 
classification in the office. What is your opinion as to 
that 1 — The complaint us to the slowness of promotion 
from the tim'd class is, in my opinion, well founded. 
And here I beg to observe that I have had no comma 
nication with any of the clerks or officers of the depart- 
ment upon the subject of classification or pay, because 
I was under the impression that that belouged ex- 
clusively to the Treasury itself. Having been n 
member of a Treasury Committee some four or five 
years ago, when the question of salaries was fully 
considered, I should Lave felt myself precluded bv 
that aloue from interfering in the matter, even had I 
been uninfluenced by the feeling that it was a matter 
for the Treasury. But I understand your secretary 
addressed a communication to all our clerks, including 
the scriveners, inviting them to send in a statement 
of their views respecting that and other matters. 

1402. That is not so? — (To Mr. Lane) You addressed 
no such communication to the clerks in the Registry 
of Deeds? 

1403. Mi-. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — No. (See letter, 
infra, p. 118). 

1404. Mr. Dwyer. — There was a letter that I re- 
ceived from the Secretary to this effect, as I re- 
member : — 

“ The Commissioners will receive statements in writing 
from the several classes of clerks in your office, and frm 
the scriveners , and a deputation of three or four." 

1405. The Vice-Chancellor. — No, but that “icc 
would be ready to examine one of each order selected by 
the clerks themselves ” ? — Then I take it that they have 
made certain statements with respect to their views 
for improvement in the matters of classification and 
salary. What I want to convey to the Commission 
is that I am in total ignorance of the nature of those 
propositions. 

1406. The principal suggestion made by them was 
that theclasses should be reduced to two — that a man 
beginning in the third class should go up by regular 
increments until he obtained the maximum of the 
second class, and also that the number of the first 
class clerks should be somewhat increased? — I have 
not heard this before, but it occurs to me there would 
be pritna facie a difficulty in realizing that idea, nor 
do I quite apprehend now how the idea could be worked 
out in detail. There are now say thirty third-class 
clerks in the department. Until lately the third class 
consisted of thirty-seven junior clerks ; it now consists 
only of thirty, in consequence of the seven vacancies 
recently at the foot of the third class having been filled 
up by Playfair clerks who are made to constitute a lower 
division. That has had the effect therefore of reducing 
the number of clerks in the third class to thirty, and of 
reducing the disparity that formerly existed in num- 
bers between the second and third classes. 
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Eviuekck. 1407. There are fifteen in the second class ?-*-Yes, 

nml at present there are only thirty in the third. In 

March i. Isno. ,q ie y eav 1874, the Treasury inquired into this matter, 
Mr: Michael and the result of its action was a very considerable 

F. Dwyer. increase iu the salaries all round of all the classified 

clerks. 

1408. This was the Commission of 1S74? — Yes, 
presided over first by young Mr. Gladstone, and then 
by Earl Percy. 

••1400. Mr. Dane, Q.e. (.Secretary). — Was theirs n 
private report f — Yes, 1 think it was a confidential 
report. I can however give you an idea shortly of what 
took place. Tito classification as it previously existed 
origi nated in a Treasury minute of I860. The salaries 
assigned to the different classes of clerks in that minute 
were considered entirely inadequate, and subsequently, 
upon the motion of Mr. Plunket in the House of 
Commons iu 1873, a Treasury Commission was issued 
with :t view to rectify the alleged difference of salaries 
in the departments in London ami Dublin. Mr. W. 
H. Gladstone was at tho head of it in 1S73, and it 
was continued under the presidency of Earl Percy 
iu 1874. Tho report, was made under his lordship's 
presidency recommending a very considerable — a very 
substantial — increase in the salaries ; that is to say, it 
recommended an advance in the salaries of tlio junior 
clerks — then consisting of forty officers to from a 
maximum of £ ll»0 a year to a maximum of .£200 a 
year — an advance of from £2G0 to £300 a year in the 
second class clerks, and an advance of from £360 
to £450 in the maximum of clerks of the first class. 

1 410. The Vice-Chancellor. — T hat was not carried 
out? — It was, substantially. 

1411. Iam speaking from your return. * It gives 
ten first class clerks, beginning at £315, and rising by 
£ 15a year increments to £450 ; then in the second class 
fifteen clerks, rising bv £10 a year increments from 
£210 to £300 ; and thirty-seven third class clerks, 
rising from £00 to £200, by .£10 a year increments '! 
— I was right, as to the maximum. Tho maximums 
were niisoil then to £200, £300, and £150 respectively, 
and that is the present scale of the department. 
That was so late as the year 1874. I suggested at 
that time a somewhat mbre liberal advance in the 
salaries, but 1 was alone iu the recommendation, and 
the Treasury acted upon the recommendations of the 
majority only. Iu tho same report the question of 
classification was also dealt with. I felt myself that 
the promotion was exceedingly and unfairly slow to 
meritorious men in the third class, and I suggested, 
as a mode of accelerating their promotion, an increase 
in the nnmlier of officers in the second class, and 
also an addition of one or two to the first class. 
That recommendation was adopted by the entire 
Committee, so far as regards the first class, but 
it was felt that it was not applicable to the con- 
dition of things in the third class, because it was 
thought that under eighteen or twenty years’ sen-ice 
sin officer in that class would not have any reason to 
complain of the slowness of promotion ; and they wero 
few— I don’t think that any of the officers in that 
class at the time had been eighteen years in the 
service. But iu their letter to me confirming most 
of the recommendations of Earl Percy’s Committee, 
the Treasury held out the prospect that in the course 
of time— and of a very short time too— that particular 
recommendation would be considered and given effect 
to, namely, the accelerating of promotion from the 
lower class by increasing, at all events, the numbers 
•n the second class, and thus affording a better promo- 
tion between the members of tire second and third 
classes. Mattel's stood in that way, and effect would 
have been given to that recommendation, I am sure 
ere this, but that an invention (Mr. Dillon’s) was 
started which caught the fancy of some few at the time 
and which suggested to the Treasury tho idea held out 
by the author himself, that the success of his project 
would be to dispense with two-thirds of the staff of the 



department. And in that state of things the Ti-casm-v 
naturally not only declined to entertain a preposition 
which was made l»y tho clerks and forwarded by me to 
enlarge tlm second class, but even to make appointments 
pending tlm experiments that were then in pr..<n-ess 
• fbr testing that invention. I am quite aware „f "thin 
that the Treasury diil not at all contemplate, nor did 
any person contemplate, that it would have taken six 
years to have carried out these cxjierimeuts. In Cut 
it had liecn the subject of conflicting rejiorts lxitweeii 
myself and some members of Earl Percy’s Committee 
iu '74 and ’75, when the invention took a definite 
form, and yet, notwithstanding, all these years have 
passed, and it was ouly set aside by tLis Couuaissioa. 
As I have said, the Treasury contemplated at the time 
of Earl Percy's Committee tu improve the classification 
by an iucrouso mainly of the second class, aiul if they 
enlarged it so as to make it about half the third class 
— that is, half thirty-seven — there would then ho room 
made for some promotiou from the third, and if I add 
to that, there wore retirements made from the second 
class — which I think there might he — and from the 
third class too — promotion would be further facili- 
taled. By an enlargement of tho first nml second 
classes, occompnuicd by retirements — which would U> 
a matter of arrangement, I think promotion would b 
considerably accelerated without touching the existing 
organization of the department 

1412. According to the present system it would 
appeal- that it would take a man twenty-two years in 
the department, as I make it out, before he readies 
tlm maximum of £300 a year. .Supposing there was 
no distinction between the second and third classes, 
and that they wero to go oil up to the maximum of 
the second class — that is to £300 a year, by £10 onuml 
increments from £90, before lie could attain the 
maximum of £300 a year, I think he would be twenty- 
one or twcuty-two years in the department? — I think 
you arc correct in that. 

1413. Ami that is, supposing he went on without 
any stop? — Yes. 

1414. Would it he an unreasonable thing to say 
that a man at the end of twenty-one or twenty-two 
years’ sorvico should be entitled to a salary of £300 a 
year ? — I don’t think it would. 

I 115. Considering the duties to he discharged by 
these men? — I don’t think it would, and it is very 
painful to me to see a number of meritorious officers at 
the small salary of £200 a year, doing first class 
duties without even any approximate prospect of im- 
provement in their position. 

141 G. And men without any objection to.o? — Yes; 
men I would recommend for promotion if vacancies 
arose to bo filled. I would be very glad to see any 
chance of giving capable men increased pay and pro- 
motion, but any scheme. of improvement should pro- 
ceed with due regard to the distinction lietwecn merit 
und demerit, and if you convert the third class in its 
•entirety into the second class, you will be dealing 
with all clerks in an equally beneficial manner — you 
will l>e promoting clerks of three or four years’ sen-ice 
just as you will promote men who are eighteen or 
nineteen years iu the Service if you make them all 
members of the second class. 

1417. But they would be only commencing at the 
lower salary of £90 a year? — I thought if they went 
into the second class they would go into it with all the 
incidents of that class. 

1418. But suppose you began , as at present; that is 
to say, a man entering and as now getting £90 a year 
but breaking down tlie barrier between thp third am 
second class, and allowing him to go on lull he attains 
not the maximum of his. own class, but of the secon 
class— £300 a year l —‘ Then he would go through the 
ordinary course of increments, as if promotion did not 
intervene between the second and third classes. 

1419. Yes, exactly?— I now understand wlat y°“ 
mean, but I think it is somewhat new, in, Ci 
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Service. H owever, I don’t see any objection, to it if 
it does not interfere with the principle of advancement 
by merit and efficiency ; it is practically the principle 
of the Playfair system. 

1420. If a umn goes up by increments it would 
take eleven years to get to the maximum of the third 
class 1 — Yes. 

1421. And he might then remain eleven or twelve 
years more there, without any farther increment, 
because he could not get further increment uutil by a 
vacancy he gets into the second class 1 — Yes. 

1422. And if that barrier were removed, ho would 
go on annually up to the maximum of the second 
class 1 — Yes. A Playfair clerk now is somewhat in 
a better position than a clerk on the ordinary staff of 
our third class, because he has, as a second division 
clerk, to look forward, not only to his maximum of 
£200 a year, but then on tire recommendation of the 
head of the department, he may have a further salary 
of £100 a year. 

1423. That is good service pay ! — Yes. 

1424. And can he get that by one jump, or only 
by increments ? — He may get it if the head of the 
department recommends, and the Treasury approves. 

1425. But there is no promotion now from the 
Playfair into the staff clerks 1 — No, no normal course 
of promotion. 

1426. Any promotion would he exceptional 1 — Yes, 
and by a circuitous route. There are difficulties in 
the way of rising from the lower division of clerks, 
under the Playfair system, although it does not involve 
an examination. 

1427. Mr. Madden, Q.C. — In future time, where will 
the first and second class clerks come from — how will 
you supply their places, as they die out or are retired 1 
— I believe the Playfair system is intended to ulti- 
mately supersede our existing organization, subject to 
vested rights. 

1428. The Vice-Chancellor. — What Mr. Madden 
wants to know is, whore will you get your first class 
men, how will you fill their places, if this new system 
is to be applied to your department ? — This was the 
subject of correspondence between me and the 
Treasury. I was against the application of the Play- 
fair system to the deportment, because I was satisfied 
that the system of promotion is the best for the Civil 
Service, that it keeps alive, and maintains a spirit of 
competitive effort within tlio office itself, and develops 
the capabilities of oflicors in a manner which the Play- 
fair system cannot do. The Treasury wished to acqui- 
esce in my views, but they were then encountered by a 
difficulty which had not occurred to them or to me, and 
which was suggested by the Civil Service Commission — 
namely, that the examination for the Playfair clerks 
was the same as that for all the Civil Service by regu- 
lations — under which the Registry of Deeds is, and 
they did not see then* way to have men who passed 
the same examination placed differently. There would 
be some inconvenience in it, that an inferior order of 
clerks would have to undergo the same examination 
as the superior order, and then it was thought better, 
as vacancies arose, to apply the Playfair system to the 
entire establishment. Subject to vested rightB, they 
will, I believe, promote, as long as men from the present 
classes are fit for promotion, in the or dinar) - way, 
until the entire department is brought under the 
operation of the new system — until the whole 
sixty-three clerks are Phvyfiiir men. It was suggested 
also that there should be seven or eight superior clerks, 
taken from my own department if there, or if not, 
to be brought from some other department, to be em- 
ployed as superintendents of the work there, which 
I would never advise, because it requires a long 
course of training to make men fit for the duty of 
that department, but in most other departments 
there is a system of branch supervision, but it has 
never existed in the Registry of Deeds Office, where it 
is unnecessary and would be impracticable. 
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1429. What would be the highest emolument that 
a senior first class clerk under the Playfair system 
would get? — Ido not know what maximum the upper 
division clerks can reach, the lower division maximum 
is £200 a year. 

1430. And your first class clerks begin at £315, and 
go up to £-150— and your second class clerks would go 
up to the maximum of £300— as high as the senior 
first class Playfair - clerks could get, not only from 
actual salary, but els., good service pay? — No, it is 
the lower division clerks who can go to £300, including 
good service pay, but that must be sendee beyond 
the ordinary range of capacity of clerks, because 
every man entering the Civil Service is bound to 
give his best services ; so that it is very hard to 
have such extraordinary merit ns will entitle a man 
to this extra or good service pay. 

1431. What is your opinion as to the effect that 
that would produce on the ofiiee ? — My own impression 
is that you would have great difficulty in effectively 
working (with anything like its present number), the 
Registry of Deeds Office, with the Playfair system. 
One of my reasons for arriving at that conclusion 
is that the best Playfair clerks will prepare them- 
selves for examination with a view of entering the 
upper division. 

1432. In what departments are they employed ? — 
Well, there are in most of the English departments, 
what is called a higher division, and a lower division. 
A lower division clerk can obtain permission from the 
Treasury, if sufficiently recommended by the head of 
his department, to go up for examination for the higher 
division — and what they are doing in the Registry of 
Deeds now is — going to grinders and preparing them- 
selves by examination for admission to the higher divi- 
sion, expecting that the parties who have it in tlieir 
power to facilitate them will not withhold them from 
bettering themselves. And, accordingly, as men are 
becoming qualified for the superior class of work in out- 
department, they will leave the lower division, and 
our staff will consist of the residuum of the lower divi- 
sion clerks. 

1433. There is no r.jHming for the higher class clerks 
under the Playfair system in your department! — No; 
they would leave us altogether on getting promotion 
from the lower to the upper division. 

1 434. And that would leave you only the residuum ? 
— Yes. 

1435. And would that not be ruinous to the trans- 
action of business, in your opinion ? — That is one of the 
reasons I struggled against it, and successfully, with 
the Treasury, for a time. 

1436. Dr. Elbington, q.c. — The Registry of Deeds 
is not one of the phices where the higher class clerks 
under the Playfair system can be employed? — No. 

1437. The Vice-Chancellor. — Are these men sup- 
posed to be transferable from one branch of the public 
service to another ? — They may effect an exchange, 
and the negociation for that purpose is begun by the 
party himself. There is no power to remove; the 
removal must be the free act of the clerks themselves. 

1438. Is there any superior advantage held out to 
those Playfair clerks in the way of retirements, or 
pension, or otherwise, beyond what is held out to the 
clerks at present on your staff I — None. 

1439. Mr. Armstrong. — Are they permanently 
attached to the department ? — Yes, permanently. 

1440. Even in the event of there not being a suffi- 
ciency of employment ? — In that case they are trans- 
ferable. 

1441. Dr. Elbington, q.c. — Have you any of them 
at present ? — We have just got in seven, in con- 
sequence of the long pending experiments of this 
now by-gone invention. Vacancies had occurred, and 
suddenly seven youths are thrown in to me cne 
day — one of them only seventeen years of age — ami, 
of course, they will be for some time comparatively 
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useless. Under the ordinary system, the man last 
appointed would have been pretty well trained before 
another vacancy arose calling for a new appointment 
— but I got seven of them together. 

1442. Mr. Madden, q.c. — I sn’t it a matter of abso- 
lute certainty, that in course of time the places of 
those clerks whose salaries now ranges up to £450 must 
be nil filled by Playfair men I — All Playfair men. 

1443. Them is no other future for the office? — None 
other. 

1 444. And in your opinion would the same class of 
men be attracted to the office under that system as 
when the pay rose to .£450 1 — No, they have not the 
same attraction, and they have not the same incentive 
to work when they are there — they have not the same 
stimulus, that competitive effort amongst themselves 
which I think ia so healthy in a department. 

1445. And is not it also the fact, that tho men 
under the former system improved, its their period of 
service increased, by constantly attending to the duties 
they were at — searching or indexing, or whatever it 
was 1 — Certainly ; and attention to business, capacity, 
zeal — all counted towards promotion. 

1 440. But these Playfair men will study Latin and 
Greek, as their only chance of obtaining promotion ? — 
Yes, official activity, and attention to business would 
form no special record for them at all. 

1447. The O’CoxoR Don, slp. — W ill tho Playfair 
clerks not obtain promotion by divisions ? — No, they 
are stereotyped clerks. From the day they enter until 
the day they leave they are of the same division, and the 
only difference is that they may have obtained the 
maximum of that division. 

1448. They go ou with the annual increments 
towards that maximum, and that is their goal ?— Yes, 
but by a triannual increment. It is an economic 
idea, aud one which I am certain will not work well 
for the Civil Service. 

1 449. Air. Madden, Q. c. — And the maximum to which 
they can attain is only £200 1~ Yes, aud £100 duty 
pay, but that, as I have said, is to be for some undefined 
pre-eminence amongst the clerks. 

1450. The O'Conor Don, m.p.— Do I understand 
you to object to this system, uot alone because of the 
small uo3s of pay, but on account of there being no 
classification ? — The comparative inadequacy of motive 
to special competitive effort with the previous system. 
Good service pay, with the maximum of £300, is no 
equivalent for promotion and a maximum of £450. 

1451. Therefore you would not approve of, what 
has been suggested here, that the system of classification 
by divisions which now obtains should be abolished 
(that is, supposing that the Playfair svstem were put 
aside), and that there should be a general increase of 
salary, rising year by year !— I ain uot prepared to say 
that now, after the explanation given by the Vice- 
Chancellor, because what I understood was meant bv 
turning the third iuto the second class was to give the 
clerks of the third class all the advantages of the 
second, and deal with them as a body. Iumlerstand now 
that it is to be in this way— that the third class is to 
be added to the second, and that the men should go on 
by annual increments from the lowest salary in the third 
class to the maximum of tho second. 

1452. But no promotion ?— They would get what is 
the reward of promotion — increase of salary. 

1453. Do you set no value then on promotion as 

distinguished from annual increments? — I do, of cours- 
because it brings them nearer to the Srst class, and gives 
increased pay. * 

1434. Lieut. -Colonel Martin, r.e.— Y ou attach no 

value to the more name of second class clerk ? No 

apart from its increased pay. 

1455. The Vice-Chancellor. — I wish you to under- 
stand, for fear of any misapprehension, that I only 
asked your opinion as to the doing away with the 
distinction between the second and third classes you 



are not to consider that we have at present formed any 
opinion on the subject Wc only want to ascertain 
your opinion ! — In expressing an opinion upon such a 
mutter tho head of a department is on delicate "round 
1 will only say this— there are fourteen or°fifteeii 
clerks iu the third class, as meritorious public servants 
as in any public department in the three kingdoms 
and that their present position and pay are not ade- 
quate to their merits or to the work which tlieydischarge. 

1456. These men are now discharging the same 
business as men iu the first class ? — The verv same. 

1457. Would it ho possible iu your department to 
put tho men to work according to tho class they are 
in? — It would bo very hard to adopt a plan to meet 
all the particular cases. 

1458. Would you say that the first class clerks 

should be employed ou a certain branch of work, the 
second class clerks on certain other parts of the busi- 
ness, and the inferior duties left to tho third class? I 

cannot see my way to that, and I have ofteu considered 
it. When you get iu a young man you test him, and 
iu order to do that you must put him to the work 
of the department as you find him fit. 

1459. What do you ilo with a cleric when ho first 
conies to your office ? — lie is first employed at 
handing down the books to the public in the public 
searching office. This gives liim familiarity with 
tho books, and teaches him where to find parti- 
cular books, as well as the nature of the books — Lands’ 
Index, Names’ Index, <fcc. Then lie is put to 
mechanical duly, such as copying duplicate day- 
sheets, and Lands’ Indexes, and such work, or to sit 
with another clerk in the public transcribing room, 
seeing tho work done by tho serivenery clerks there, 
having charge of tho memorials handed to them for 
transcription, and comparing their work us to the 
quality of their writing, tho accuracy of their trans- 
cription, mid noting errors, if there are any. Then 
lie is employed compiling books, such as the 
Lands’ Index, anil tho Names’ Index, that bciug 
an operation which wo consider simple. The com- 
parison and chocking of them afterwards wo deem 
more important, and entrust it to tho best men in 
the office. 

1400. What do you consider the highest class of 
business in the department? — Wo consider searching 
as equal in point of importance with the superior com- 
parisons, and compiling the Day-book and Abstract- 
book. 

1101. And these duties rank the highest ? — Yes. 

1-102. How do they begin to learn searching? — 
First a jnuior clerk is put with a senior clerk. 
A negative search is made twice, and in the making 
of that search a junior clerk is associated with a 
senior clerk as a rule. 

1463. Ami then each makes his search individually 
and independently of the other ? — Yes, each must make 
his own wholly independent of the other, and then 
they check their work against each' other. 

1464. Mr. Madden, Q.o — I suppose a common search 
is made by the very best clerks, because it is made by 
one man alone, and depends ou his accuracy? — It 
is not necessarily so. 

1465. Vice-Chancellor, — Having regard to the 
business in tho office, I ask you again, do you think it 
would bo possible to classify the clerks according to 
the duties to be discharged ? — The difficulty I have is 
tliis, that in the first place there might not be room 
for employing clerks assigned to a particular line of 
duty, always at that duty. 

1460. Do you think it is essential tliat you should 
retain tho power of applying clerks to any of the classes 
of work according as you think them suited for it f 
Of course I do, and that a man should be able to grasp 
the whole system, and to have worked at each bran 
of it, in order to bo fit .to perform the higher duties ol 
the place in a satisfactory manner. 
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1467. Is it a fact that some of your most efficient 
men — clerks employed in the highest branches of the 
business, such as checking the indexes and making 
searches, are only third class clerks 1 — It is. There 
are men in the third class that I would entrust with any 
work in the office which is now perfumed by men in the 
other two classes. The present classification dated from 
1S64. Prior to that the whole arrangement of the 
office was iu the hands of the head of the department. 
Then certain fiscal changes were made. ; stamps were 
substituted for cash payments as fees, and 80 forth, and 
at the request of the head of the office a new classifi- 
cation was made by the Treasury. On that occasion 
the Treasury took the staff as they found it, and 
placed men into the first aud second classes, more out 
of regard to the fact that they held appointments. If 
the Treasury approve of it I see no objection that at 
first presented itself to my mind, ■with respect to 
adcliug several of the third class to the second, after 
the explanation which the Vicc-Clmncellor has given. 

14GS. Of course that should lie in justice accom- 
panied to some extent at least with an uicrease to the 
first class ! — I think so. It would be a departure 
from the previous ideus of organization to put on the 
whole second class, ami possibly you could attain the 
same end by having the first class enlarged, aud the 
second increased, aud that there should be some 
men retired. That would give room for promotions 
from the tim'd class. 

1469. What is the system of retirement in your 
department now ] — A man goes out on two thirds 
of his salary after forty years* service. There are meu 
in the second class who may find it difficult ever to be 
promoted to the first class ; and if that be so, it might 
not be a severe loss to them to retire. And if there 
was some slight addition made to the second class — 
which I believe the Treasury would have done long 
ago but for this invention that I have inoutioned to, 
and which they cannot do now, as they arc applying 
the Playfair system to the department — promotion 
would be facilitated. 

1470. Would you approve of getting rid of an 
efficient clerk merely to clear the way for promotion 1 
— No, surely not ; but I would recommend that an 
efficient clerk wishing to retire should he facilitated. 

1471. 5Ir. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — I thought the 
retiring j tension in the Civil Service was two-thirds of 
the salary] — They have different rules. I think that men 
who subscribe for thirty years to the Superannuation 
Fund should be entitled to retire on full pay, and those 
who do subscribe to that fund on our staff are in a better 
position than those who do not. 

1472. The Vice-Chancellor. — The transcribers 
are quite a different class ; they are not staff clerks 7 
— No, they are mere scriveners. 

1473. Not entitled to any promotion? — No; and 
they are clearly informed on appointment that they 
are liable to be dismissed at any moment; that 
they will have no claim for pension, superannuation, 
allowance, or gratuity. 

1474. Is it your opinion that it would be for the 
advantage of the department to put these men on a 
better footing ? — That matter was considered before 
by Lord Percy’s Committee, at a meeting in the apart- 
ments of the Treasury Remembrancer here, when there 
was a disposition on the part of every one present to be 
liberal to all tbe officers ; but it appeared to that com- 
mittee that as the scrivenery clerks could earn from £2 
to £2 1 Os. a week, no improvement in their position was 
called for. T was asked by Mr. Hamilton, of the Board 
of Trade, had I experienced any difficulty in filling 
up vacancies on that staff, and I said not. I was 
asked also was £2 or £2 10s. a week the average 
salary of scriveners in Dublin, and I could not answer 
that. 

1475. Do these men hold a somewhat responsible 
position? — They are doing their duty as scriveners 



under the eyes of two staff clerks, who are there to 
report. 

1476. Is there a general scrivenery room! — Yes, 
and there am two staff' clerks there engaged in that 
room, and iu charge of it ; but the older these meu 
get, and the longer iu the Service, the less the- are 
able to earn Of course their ability will decline aud 
will also very much vary with health. 

1477. You have power now of giving them vacation 
leave? — Yes, three weeks vacation and pay on an 
average of their previous earnings, and they are also 
entitled to sick leave on pay for three weeks on 
certificate. 

1478. That is so far good, but are you aware that in 
the Chancery Division and iu the Common Law 
Division the scrivenery clerks arc on a different footing 
— that they have small salaries, aud are also paid by 
tlie folio ? — I am not ; aud I would have to take time to 
consider how it would affect us, because the same work 
would not be done, aud by the regulations of the 
Treasury* I caunot appoint more than thirteen of these 
clerks, although the earnings of fourteen or fifteen 
might not vary, or at all exceed the earnings of the 
thirteen. The number is limited, and therefore I am 
obliged to try anti get the utmost amount of work out 
of tlicm, in order to keep the memorials transcribed up 
to within the time named by the Act of Parliament, 
namely, within sixty days. At present they ave up to 
fifty-nine days, I believe, but if there was any sudden 
increase in the work it could not be kept to within the 
sixty days, unless the number of scriveners was in- 
creased. The work could not be done. 

1479. These men are not paid for the endorsements 
and headings, or for preparing their parchments ! — 
No. 

14S0. Why should they not be paid for the endorse- 
ments as well as for every other word they write ! — I 
could not see any reason for it, but I heard that the 
reason was, that these mutters were not cousidered 
part of the document. They are clerical additions 
made in order to facilitate the transcription. 

1481. But seventy -two words are seventy-two 
words, no matter where they are found? — Of course; 
but the office practice is as I say for the reason 
mentioned. It is a technical reading of the matter. 
These men are assigned tons to transcribe memorials, 
and anything not in the memorial it was thought we 
had no right to pay for ; but the transcribers under- 
took the duty subject to this rule. 

1482. Mr. Armstrong. — It was not by a Treasury 
instruction these payments were withheld? — No, not in 
writing, but we consider it a Treasury instruction : 
our offices were visited by officials from the Treasury, 
— Messrs. Chisholm and Law — who made the report 
in ’74 ; and it was made known to them that these 
headings were not paid for. 

1483. That was the Commission of *64, not ’74 ? — 
Yes, ’64. I have been thinking of the matter since, 
aud I was very anxious to give payment for every folio 
they write. 

1484. The Vice-Chancellor.— There was also some- 
thing said in the way of complaint, that they were 
not allowed to compare the documents that they 
themselves transcribe. Do yon think it would be 
safe to allow the comparison into the hands of those 
men ? — Not at all. 

14S5. Is it not a most important check upon the 
accuracy of these men that they are checked by the 
staff clerks ? — To be sure ; and it would be folly to 
allow them to compare their own work. 

1486. Great complaints have been made to us by 
the clerks, and by persons having recourse to the office 
of the great want of accommodation there?— And 
that complaint is well founded- To begin with, tbe 
Assistant Registrar’s room, where the deeds are 
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received. The space there is so inadequate that they 
are hustling each other. Again, where the comparers 
are, there is great want of room. 

1487. That is where they compare the deeds against 
the memorials 1 — Yes. Tim space within the counter 
in that room is quite inadequate, aud very unhealthy. 
There are hot water pipes running along tiro 
room, from which the clcrk3 suffer considerably. 
Then when there are two or three clerks pass- 
ing and repassing, to give explanations about 
their searches in hands to the public, they caunot 
pass and repass one another conveniently. The 
same thing applies in an aggravated way to the public 
searching room. It is not luilf the size it ought to be, 
and the foet'ulness of the atmosphere is absolutely re- 
volting when it eouics up to three or four in the 
evening. Men complain of it, and have headaches. 
Then the official searching room is manifestly insufficient 
in size. There are twenty-four men searching there in 
a room certainly not suited to contain comfortably or 
healthily more than half that number. 

148S. Have there been complaints on the part 
of the clerks of their health, suffering from want 
of air and ventilation 1 — Yes, and I have seen some 
there with their heads swollen and their eyes suffused. 
It is the most unheal tliy pluce that could possibly be 
conceived. 

1489. We were referred to a report made by Sir 
Dominie Corrigan in 18G1? — Yes. 

1 490. Aud you sent us a cop v of that ? — Y es ; (infra 

p. 121.) 

1491. Do you think the defects he found were 
remedied ? — I think so, so far as possible ; but the 
fuudamental defect of want of room remains and 
will always remain. He suggested, however, some 
improvements in the way of getting increased venti- 
lation. For instauce, lie advised the insertion of ven- 
tilator's in windows and so forth, and these were 
carried out. He also recommended open tires instead 
of the hot water-pipes, and these were substituted, 
but a fire broke out on the premises and we got 
alarmed, and by direction of the Treasury applied to 
the authorities of tho Board of Works. The result 
was that the hot water-pipes were restored. 

1492. And do you think that they are unwhole- 
some 1 — Certainly, and that is the experience of all of 
us. 

1493. Mi'. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — How long were 
the open fires there! — About four or five years. 
Dr. Little, of Stephen’s-greeu, lately had to visit the 
apartments of the housekeeper there, and his cer- 
tificate became the subject of a letter on uiy part, 
forwarding it to the Boar d of Works. Within four 
or five years two healthy housekeepers died. A 
third was recently appointed aud she and her 
husband ai-e living there. She has had frequent 
and severe illnesses, and one of her children died. 
Dr. Little has reported that no human being could 
live there. The Board of Works are trying to do 
something ; but they are again met by want of 
space which is the fundamental objection to the 
building and one of the causes of its unsanitary 
condition. 

1494. Mr. Armstrong. — The original memorials 

are kept in vaults. Is there ample storage there 1 

Yes; and the vaults I must say are both dry aud 
spacious. 

1495. The Vice-Chancellor. — Is there any way 
of getting additional accommodation there without 
putting up new buildings 1 — Unless tire offices of the 
Probate Court were removed down, to the Four Courts. 
If there be accommodation there, I think it would be 
for the convenience of the Court itself and for tliopub- 
lio to have its offices there. 

1496. And then there would be a large amount of 

accommodation available for the Registry of Deeds 

and very good accommodation 1 — Certainly. 



1497. Which with a trilling expense could be 
adapted for you 1 — At a ver y small expense. I think 
we could suggest a mode of inter-communication which 
would be very inexpensive. 

' 1498. Would these buildings provide ample accom- 
modation for at least a great number of years to 
•come? — Yes, and would give ample space for the 
public. 

1499. What vacation do you now give your clerks? 
— The vacation wo arc allowed to give them all is 
thirty-six working days, lmt there is an understand- 
ing that that is only to bo giveu if the public busi- 
ness will admit of it. 

1500. And is it a fact that you have not been 
able to give the full vacations ? — Not at any time 
within the last ton years, hut tire vacations given 
are very considerable. I was looking at tho vaca- 
tion list for lust year and I saw by it that nearly 
every clerk in tlie office got between thirty aud 
thirty-six days. I have found it necessary to look 
with great circumspection at medical certificates, aud 
if an officer sends in a medical certificate too frequently 
I am obliged to tell lrim that I will limit Iris 
vacation. 

1501. And do you find that that produces good 
results ? — Very good results. 

1502. What do you tliiuk of having more occasional 
holidays without infringing on the thirty-six working 
days’ leave? — Well, there is a feeling in the Registry 
of Deeds which I should not conceal from this Com- 
mission — that they are in some respects exceptionally 
ill-used — that is that they have not the same 
number of holidays and half-days and vacation 
that are allowed to other public departments in Dub- 
lin, aud particularly they complain that the Saturday 
lialf-lioliday is withheld from them. 

1503. I am coming to that in a minute or two. At 

present your only holidays are ? — Christmas Day 

aud Good Friday. 

1504. Do you think there would he auy incon- 
venience if in addition to these the office was closed 
on Easter Monday, Whit Monday, and the day after 
Christmas Day ?— I think not. 

1505. Would yon go beyond tliat ? — I would 
recommend, at all events, that much. 

1506. Would you go beyond that in your recom- 
mendation? Would there be any objection to give 
tlicm the two days after Christmas Day— St. Stephen’s 
and St John’s? — I think they ought to get them. 

1507. Do you thiuk it would seriously inconvenience 
the public 7— — It would not seriously inconvenience 
the public, hut it would increase the strain on the 
present staff, because the number of deeds in the 
year will be tire same, and the work not done on 
these holidays would he thrown on the rest of the 
working days. 

1508. But having a holiday occasionally enables a 
man to pull up ? — It has that effect, perhaps. 

1509. Now, about the Saturday half-holiday? — 
You know what the feeling must be in the depart- 
ment — that it is denied that advantage bestowed in 
almost every other Government office. 

1510. And given ip solicitors’ offices? — Yes; and 
banks, and all the public offices. 

1511. Aud after two o'clock is there much business 
done in the Office?— After the half-day was given to 
attorneys’ clerks first there was a great falling 
off in business after one o’clock in the day, but since 
then it has come round again, and now 1 see that 
the ordinary return of a Saturday is little short of any 
other day of the week. I cannot understand it, 
unless the attorneys’ clerks get some extra pay for 
working that day the same as another day. 

1512. Do you think it would be a great boon 
.to give them the half-holiday — to close at two instead 
of four? — If I could get rid of the idea of the work 
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falling back I would say it would be most admirable : 
but, then, you must .remember fifty-two half-holidays 
would be equal to twenty-six working days. 

1513. No. We only propose giving two hours — 
closing at two instead of four I — Well, that would 
represent about seventeen working days, and tlmtwould 
be a serious tiling, unless there was some provision 
made to strengthen the stuff. 

1511. That is, one or two additional clerks? — 
Yes. I think, in order to keep the work abreast of 
the time, os now, it would be necessary to supplement 
the strength of the office to that extent in order to 
enable the holidays to be given. In 'G4 two very 
efficient gentlemen from the Treasury visited the office 
and recommended the present arrangements, and 
the number of clerks remained the same from that 
day to this, although the business lias increased by 
33 J per cent. We have the same staff now to do the 
increased business that we had then. 

1515. But the difficulty you have mentioned could 
be met by increasing the stall'? — Yes ; and now, in 
consequence of the deeds coming in at an abnormal 
rare because of those Board of Works loans, the 
staff may have to be increased. 

1510. On the whole, would you recommend for the 
benefit of the department, and the reasonable claims of 
the clerks, that the office should close at two o’elock 
on Saturdays 1 — Yes, and that any necessary addition 
to the staff to give effect to that should be made. 

151 7. Yes ? — I think there should be an increase of 
the staff consequent thereon. 

1518. But if this increase of work goes on it would 
lie necessary for you then to increase tho staff, holidays 
or not 1 — Yes, it would. 

1519. Would you recommend the closing of the 
Office for the Registration of Deeds at three 
o’clock, instead of four? — I would not postpone the 
registration of a deed while the office is open. I 
cannot see why it should not be open, for it is most 
important work. 

1520. The reason that was suggested for that was 
that you could close your books, and have the indexes 
complete fur next morning? — Yes, hut I think there 
is no hardship to the pnblic now in their having to 
inspect seven or eight or ten deeds, which are all that 
they did not find on the indexes at the close of the 
day. 

1521. On which index? — The Names Index .and 
Day-Book ; and before searching begins next morning 
by the public we have the last deed received the 
previous day on the Names Index, ns a ride. Then 
after having searched that Names Index — which is 
up to three or a quarter to three in the day — they 
have only to see the deeds that are still with the 
Registrar, and which never exceed from three to four. 

1522. But is it not objectionable searching in that 
irregular way instead of in an index ? — It would if 
the deeds were numerous. 

1523. Then suppose that a number of men came up 
with deeds to be registered at five minutes to 
four o'clock, wbat would you do? — Tho clerk takes 
a deed — the comparison is begun — and if the clock 
strikes before they have the deeds compared they are 
handed baok to the pai-ties, and the office is closed. 

1524. And could not that particular department be 
vlosed at three, just as at four now? — But is not this 
n conceivable case — r tbat a deed does require to be 
registered between three and four ? 

1525. Not more than between four and five now. 
It would be outside the legal hour? — I admit you 
must draw the line somewhere. 

152G. And if the public became informed as to the 
proper time, do you think there would be any diffi- 
culty ? — "Would you make it eleven or twelve o'clock 
then? 

1527. No ; that would not be a reasonable time ? — 
Well six hours is considered a reasonable time for 
them to do their work in, and I do not see why yon 



should, while the office is open fur the purpose, close 
it for this its most important function. 

1528. Putting aside, altogether, for the present the 
public convenience, do you tlunk that stopping the 
registration at three o'clock instead of four would lie 
of advantage to the office in enabling you to have 
your work forward for the next day 1— It would en- 
able us to have every deed on the registry next day, 
but then that day the same difficulty would arise, 
because if a deed came in before three o'clock the 
party would have, after finishing the indexes and the 
Day-Book, to go to the Assistant Registrar's desk 
to sec whether there were any deeds there later and 
not entered. 

1529. Is not that a great interruption to the As- 
sistant Registrar ? — Well his assistant, doe3 not allow 
him to he interrupted. He just passes the deed over 
to tho party who wants to look at ib 

1530. Do you not think that very objectiuuable ? 
— How could it be obviated ? 

1531. By leaving the searchers to index only? — 
But within the day the inconveuieueo which now 
arises from having the office open for the reception of 
deeds to four o’clock will revive the next day. 

1532. No. If the office were closed for the recep- 
tion of deeds for registration at three o’clock could not 
the Day Book be written up at all events — say before 
the entire office closes at four? — Yes, it could, hut 
from hour to hour next day there would he deeds not 
upon the Day-Book. 

1533. You do not think then it would work prac- 
ticably? — I think the solicitors would not much 
approve of it. 

1534. And you do not think tho benefit to be 
gained by the office would be commensurate to the 
disadvantage to the public ? — No. 

1535. Mr. Armstrong. — Is there any objection to 
a deed coming in late being received and its priority 
marked conditionally, and its registration to take place 
the following morning ? — There would be this objection 
of admitting the deed to registration first and then 
seeing afterwards ought it to have been at all ad- 
mitted to registration. I tliink tho first tiling 
to find out is, is the memorial fit to be admitted 
to registration and then receive it. The following 
was the objection to the old system. The deed 
and memorial were received without note or 
comment and registered. It was then compared 
afterwards as it was reached in turn, and if found 
defective then it ought never to have been received. 
The first disadvantage was that the Names Index was 
postponed, and that the entry in the Day-list had 
to be erased. Then the document itself was sent 
baok to the party to be amended. That was a very 
circuitous proceeding. Then sometimes, when deeds 
came up from the country anil the town agent re- 
ceived a notification of error his clerk might overlook 
tho thing — might forget to come to the office to 
withdraw the deed which was lying there for him — 
and the matter having passed from memory the deed 
would be dealt with as a registered instrument 
although it was never registered. Another objection 
to your suggestion is that the affidavit of execution 
could not be sworn after four o’clock. 

1536. The Vice-Chancellor. — Then under the old 
system a man went out of the office leaving his deed 
under the supposition that it was duly registered and 
received a notification in two or three days afterwards 
thut it was not, but that some errors liad been 
discovered which prevented registration until it was 
amended? — Yes. 

1537. Mr. Madden, q.c. — Andyou say he sometimes 
foigot to withdraw it altogether ? — Yes, and that I 
tbiuk accounts to some extent for the unclaimed deeds I 
find in the office— parties who under the old system 
left their deeds, and forgot to take them out again 
when errors were discovered. 

1538. The Vice-Chancellor. — At present when a 
deed is examined by the comparers — (that is the first 
thingdonewhen it isbroughtintothe office) — but after it 
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Evidence, is compared, it is handed back to the party that brings 
— - it in, who then takes it to the Registrar or the 

jforift^isso. Assistant Registrar for registration. Could that 
Mr. Michael not be conveniently altered by providing that a 
V. Dwyer. deed should go at once to the Registrar or Assistant 
Registrar through otlicial hands? — I think I could 
have that arranged, hut it is unnecessary. 

1330. And would that not shut the door to the 
possibility of fraud ? — It would make things more 
sure, but I do not think any fraud has ever been 
committed. No motive exists— the party bringing 
iu the deed is primarily interested in preserving the 
integrity of the instrument, for it is the mortagcc 
or vendee, aud not the party whose estate is being 
incumbered that brings in a deed. Therefore there 
is no motive, aud 1 must say I have never heal'd 
n solitary instance of any fraud. 

1340.* But if you had adequate room, what I have 
suggested could bo easily done 1 — Yes ; if it bo a thiug 
worth doing it can be done, and I am always in favour 
of throwing every guarantee around the deed. 

1541. I suppose you are obliged to submit to many 
imperfections, because of want of accommodation ? — 
Certainly. 

1542. Is there any thing now in reference to the 
orgauizatiou of the office that you wish to bring under 
our notice — it is part of our commission to inquire into 
the organization of the office — whether “ with a view 
to greater economy aud efficiency iu and what im- 
provement ought to be made in the organization and 
system" of the office? — I think that any views that 
occur to mo on that matter I have already laid before 
you, and they are included I think in your first report. 
But there is one matter in that report which I would 
wish to call attention to. It is in connexion with the 
old abstract boobs, and the construction of indexes. 
There is a typographical error, I take it to be, iu your 
report respecting the indexes. When I was examined 
before yon, I referred to the fact that from 1800 to 
1832, the Names Indexes, though constructed, were 
in a inoro cumbrous form, and not uniform with 
the present system, and in the report you state that 
for these thirty-two years no Names Indexes, had 
been constructed. 

1543. Yes, this is the passage — “ there is an 
interval of thirty-two years, from the year 1-800 to 
1832, for which no Index of Names has been con 
structed.” Is that inaccurate 1 — Entirely. There arc 
Names Indexes. But not constructed ou the same 
principle as those at present in use in the office. 

1544. And your recommendation was that they 
ought to be constructed on the new lines for that period ? 
— Yes, they are partly re-constructed. 

1545. Mr. Madden", q.c. — If the system which 
wo recommend by our report were adopted, and 
if instead of the memorials an abstract were brought 
in prepared by the solicitor, would that not do away 
with the necessity of employing a certain number of 
the transcribing clerks ? — It would, and I should add 
that that would be, to a certain extent, a set-off against 
the extra number of clerks that would be required 
for the comparing of the copy deeds brought in. 

154G. 1 think you said that fourteen clerks would 
be required for that duty — seven, pairs? — Yes ; but 
then the services of a few, perhaps, of the transcribers 
could be dispensed with. 

1547. And also would there not be a saving in tho 
number of clerks now employed in compiling tho ab- 
stracts '? — Two clerks at present compile the abstracts 
from the memorials. 

1548. But is there not a comparison also? 

That would be spared if the abstract was brought in 
with the deed. The alternative proposition was that 
we should be in no way responsible for it at all, in 
which erne I thought that the registry would not be 
very safe. 

1549. Yes, aud we acted on that ? — But if we had 
to compare the labour would be the same as at pre- 
sent. 



1 550. The V ice-Cii ancellor.— The com parison you 
arc speaking of now is a comparison of the deed first 
brought in? — Yes; a few clerks are now employed 
upon coni]mring the complete abstract. 

1551. The U'Uonou Don, m. r. — I want to ask Mr 
Dwyer one question in connexion with the evidence 
given here the other day — those transcribers that you 
employ' are paid 1 understand by the piece 1 — Yes • so 
much n folio. 

1552. And arc they hound to attend every day? 

Yes ; subject, of course, to the casualties of health. 

1053. Mr. Madden, q.c. — And if there is no work 
at the risk of having nothing to do? — Yes, but it 
never occurs. 

1554. The O’Conor Don, M.r. — Does it often 
happen that they have nothing to do ? — No. About 
seven years ago there was a lull in the business of 
tho office — a falling off in tho number of deeds — and 
of course, of tho work to bo done by the transcribers. 
A question arose whether we should dismiss a certain 
number in order to i-otain only those whom we could 
keop in full work, or to keep them all at a diminished 
amount of earning with tho view of being spared the 
necessity of dismissing some of them. The election 
was given to themselves, aud they all chose to work 
on at tho amount of remuneration which their labour 
would give them at that time ; at such times they arc 
all free to go where they like now or theu. 

1555. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — The remuneration was 
very small, I believe? — Yes; it fell somewhat. 

155G. For how long? — That continued, I think, for 
about three months. 

1557. The O’Uonor Don, u.r. — And had you any 
other work — arrears of any kind — that they could 
havo liecn occupied on then? — No; we are restricted 
to keep them at a certain specified work — the tran- 
scription of the memorials. 

1558. And yon had none of that description of work 
in arrear ? — N ot then. Wo have now. We are bound 
to havo all the memorials transcribed on parchment 
within sixty days, and at this moment the deeds are 
so numerous and so lengthy, that we are within one 
day of tho statutable limit, though we task these nieu to 
the utmost of their ability. I have never known or even 
heard from men who were in the office before me, that, 
except on that single, occasion, there was any want of 
full employment for those scriveners. And it was not 
a hardship ou them, that they were kept at a reduced 
earning, but rather a kindness — at all events it was 
with that intention. 

1559. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — And there is a 
large arrear there now? — Yes ; fifty-nine days’ arrears. 

1 5G0. Mr. Madden, q.c. — You said that in considering 
promotion, that if a vacancy occurred in the first class 
you would not give weight altogether to the seniority 
of men in the second class. Would you go the length 
of saying that if you had a very meritorious man in 
the third class he would bo promoted into the first?— I 
should answer that in this way — it was not the practice 
of tho office ever to promote from the third class to the 
first. It has hapjiened that a staff appointment may 
be given to a third class clei-k by the Treasury m re- 
spect of those matters within its own gift, but m the 

case of clerks who have undergone competitive exami- 
nations, the course of promotion is from the tim'd o 
the second, and from the second to the first class, 
a vacancy arises in the second class, and I am call 
upon to fill it, I may consider tho man at the top i ot 
the third class unfit for promotion or not so fit 
man next him, and I am not bound to take into 
consideration solely the matter of seniority- ’ 

good conduct, and aptitude, combined with oenion .» 
but not seniority dissociated from these, dete 
the courses of promotion. 

1561. If he was a very 
over because the next wi 
If there is any thing at all 
to carry it, but tbe senior 
man, or a man who requii 



good man would you pass him 
* better ?— I would say not 
like a balance seniority oug» 
clerk of a class may be an 
i-es to be watched at his wort, 
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or a iuan who has been setting a bad example, and if 
the men next to him are more deserving of promotion 
seniority gives way. 

15G2. Would it bo a better system that be should, 
have his promotion as a matter of course, unless it were 
specially reported that lie was unfit for it by the head 
of tho department ? — Tlint is practically what is done. 
If he is unfit for promotion he should be passed over 
in the interest of tho service and in justice to more 
reliable and deserving clerks. 

1563. Official probity should he taken into account 



a3 well as capacity and seniority] — Most certainly. 
I consider character a most material clement in the 
matter of promotion. I give my reasons if I pass over 
a man who is senior. 

1564. Dr. Elrington, q.c. — You choose your 
officers or clerks for their particular duties just as it 
pleases you, without any respect to any advantage 
they may have from belonging to one class more than 
another. The class only affects their pay. You 
choose them from the whole body? — Yes, for any 
duty. 



March 4, IS SO. 

Mr. Daniel O’Connell Ffrench examined. 



1565. The Yice-Ciiancellok. — Y ou are Chief 
Clerk in the Registry of Deeds Office, Mr. Ffrench (a). 
How long have you 1 icon in the department altogether ? 
— Twenty- nine yea re next Juno. 

1566. And how long have you held your present 
appointment? — Since the year 1S70. 

1567. Will you bo kind enough to tell us tho heads 
of the duties you have to discharge? — Acting inter- 
mediately between the Registrar and Assistant-Regis- 
trars, and the Clerks ; supervising the clerks, and 
going about to see that the general husiuess is done 
properly. I have a knowledge of the work of the 
department and of each man, and I make periodical 
reports as to the state of the business, the conduct 
of the men and so forth. (See Ap. to First Report, 
p. 124). 

15GS. You exercise a general control over the staff 
—under the Registrar - and, I believe, that reports 
of irregularities generally go through you ?- -Through 
me or the Assistant Chief Clerk, to whichever of us 
the case of misconduct presents itself. 

1560. Who is the Assistant Chief Clerk? — Mr. 
Thomas Fitzgerald (b ) ; and he is also the Accountant. 

1570. Ancl does he exercise a supervision with you 
over the department ? — Y es ; in that way. The office 
is a large one and there is a number, of men in it. 

1571. And you report on the parties employed — if 
anything occurs requiring a report ? — Yes. If any- 
thing very serious occurs, the person is brought la-fore 
the Registrar himself. The case is fully stated there, 
and anything the clerk has to sny in his defence is 
heard. Then the matter is noted — if it he of conse- 
quence — and signed by the Registrar. That is, in 
what wc call the Discipline Hook, and at the time that 
the annual increment comes round for each of the 
clerks this book is referred to, because it is a direction 
from the Treasury, that if a clerk’s conduct for the 
previous year is not good he shall not receive an 
increment. 

1572. Then, I suppose tho reports come chiefly from 
von, as to whether a man deserves his increment or 
not? — Yes ; in that manner. According to his conduct 
and attendance. 

1573. You are accountable for that? — Yes. 

1574. Is there an attendance book kept in the 
office? — There are three attendance books — one 
for each class, and each man records the time of his 
arrival in tho morning, and of his departure in the 
evening. Besides, there is a ledger account kept for 
each of the clerks, showing the number of days they 
ore on leave or ill. 

1575. Do you think it would be attended with any 
advantage to the department if the classification was 
altered, as, for instance, by doing what has been 
suggested by some of the clerks, namely, reducing the 
classes to two ; and, as was suggested here the other 
day to Mi-. Dwyer, doing it in such a way as that men 
should commence as now in the third class with a 
small salary, and go up gradually until they reach the 
JBaximum of the second class, by tho usual annual 
increments ? — I think tliat we have men in the third 
class who are discharging as important duties as any 



of the other clerks, and their position is a very hard 
oue, for they have little prospect of an increase of pay. 
which after all is what every man looks forward 
to. I should say that one-half of the men in that 
class, not in point of individual seniority, but as 
regards numbers — that is to say, fifteen out of the 
thirty clerks iu the third class, at least, are fitted to 
be in the higher classes, and, in point of fact, discharge 
first and second class duties, and tho prospects of these 
men are very bad. 

1570. I believe that promotion from the third class 
is very slow 1 — Y ea. The third class is so exceptionally 
large that that is necessarily so. I know of no office 
in Dublin with such a largo third class. It was forty 
men — it is now thirty. It was entirely out of propor- 
tion to the other two classes. I think the Registrar 
would be glad that many of these men were in a posi- 
tion to get the reward of their services. 

1577. You come a great deal in contact with all 
the clerks in each class — passing through the office 
and supervising their work ? — Yes ; I am constantly 
up and down amongst them. 

1578. And I suppose you have personal experience 
of all the business of tlie office ? — Yes ; I have been at 
almost all the business of tho office, in my time. 

1579. Is it your opinion that it would he impossible 
in an office like that bo appropriate the higher classes 
of business to the higher classes of clerks — I mean to 
allocate the higher class of business, say, to the first 
and second clnss clerks, leaving a lower class of busi- 
ness to the junior or third clnss clerks ? — I don’t think 
it would be advisablo to assign any particular set of 
men to a particular class of work. I think they 
should lie interchangeable as now, because we some* 
times have a good deal of work of one clnss to do and 
little of another, and so on. Besides a general know- 
ledge of all the work of the office is desirable. Men 
who are fitted for searching are equally fitted for in- 
dexing, or, in fact, any duty in the department At 
the present moment we have not all our searchers en- 
gaged upon searching, because we have not had as 
great a pressure for the last fortnight or three weeks ; 
but we have turned these men to the comparison of 
old indexes, the preparation of consolidated indexes, 
and work of that sort. Of course they bring great 
experience to bear upon it. 

1580. Is it tho fact, as we have been told, that there 
are men in the third class discharging as difficult 
duties as any in the first class ? — Yes, and that arises 
from the entire disproportion of tliat class to the others. 

1581. And also from particular men in that third 
class, showing particular ability? — Yes ; having intelli- 
gent men of long service and experience in that class. 

1582. We were told by the Registrar that a new 
class of clerks has been lately introduced into the 
office — Playfair Lower Division Clerks? — Yes; to 
which the Registrar very much objected, and at first 
the Lords of the Treasury were inclined to yield 
to his objections, ancl not to appoint them to the 
vacant clerkships, but unfortunately they seem to 
have come to some understanding with the Civil 
Service Commissioners on the subject, and they sent 



(0) Row Second Assistant-Registrar (See in/ra, p. 125.)— B.J.L. 

(1) Now Chief Clerk. (Seo infra, p. 125.) — R.J.L- 
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us, in within about a fortnight of each other, seven 
young men appointed under the Playfair system to fill 
the vacancies that you in your first report recommended 
should be filled up. Thus wo have had seven utterly 
untrained men sent to us at once. Of course that 
would not be the c:ise ordinarily, because we seldom 
have more than one vacancy at a time, but, I think, 
that the time will come, and that rapidly, too, when 
there will be great discontent in the sendee. They 
have only triennial increments of £15 ; thus it takes 
twenty-four years to reach their maximum of .£200. 

1583. And is that the maximum, outside good 
service jiay 1 — Yes, hut it is difficult to decide what 
good service pay is, and how it is to be given. The 
best of these men besides, will go in for the higher 
examination and will endeavour to get into the Upper 
Division of the service. In fact, some of them have 
already set themselves to study, with that object in 
view. 

1584. And if they got into the Upper Division there 
would be no longer auy place for them in your 
office ? — No. 

1585. Judge Walsh. — Had any of the seven men 
recently appointed been in Government employment 
before ? — One or two of them was, for a short time, I 
believe. 

1556. Were they transferred from any other office '! 
— One man was nominated to another Government 
office in London, but finding that his services were not 
required there, I believe, lie was sent over to us. The 
Civil Service Commissioners have that power. 

1557. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think that 
that system, if applied to the whole staff of your office 
would be detrimental to the department ? — I think it 
would be detrimentalinthisway — tkattkosc men would 
probably become discontented. They would say that 
they wore doing for £120 or £150 a year business 
that was formerly paid twice as much for, and that they 
had no prospects, whereas before a man could go up 
to £400 or £500, now they can only go to £200 a 
year, with perhaps some good service pay. 

1588. And is it not probablo that tlio men who 
would bo attracted by such reduced salary and dimin- 
ished prospects would not be as intelligent 1 — Tt would 
be hard to tell that yet, but the men wo have got 
seem to be smart and intelligent. 

15S9. How do you find that the present organiz- 
ation of the office works — aB regards the efficiency of 
the staff, havo you any cause of complaint us to the class 
of men that you were able to get, under the pre-exist- 
ing system!— No ; but I myself would have preferred 
the old nomination system to anv. 

1590. And under what system were clerks appoin- 
ted before these Playfair men were sent in 1 — Under 
open competition since 1870,; hut the nomination 
system gave an extremely reliable class of men, I 
think. 

1591. After a man is appointed to the third doss 

js there any power- in the Registrar to reject him if 
after trial he is fonnd to be unfit for the duties of the 
office 1— Under the recent system a man was there first 
for six months on probation. 

1592. Then you had six months’ trial of a man and 
if he was found unfit for the office, he was put aside 1 
—Yes ; a special report was made to the Treasury 
and to the Civil Service Commissioners that he had 
not .discharged his duties satisfactorily, or that his 
health was bad. 

1593. Is six months' probation sufficient— can you 
in that time ?— Under the Playfair system 



test 

it is twelve months. 



little 



1594. And would yon prefer that!— It makes verv 
tie difference, I thmk. J 



1595. You could ascertain in six months whether 
a man was fit for the work or not 1 — 1 think so. 

159C. Now ns to the accommodation provided in 
your office — is the accommodation for the staff suffi- 
cient?— I don’t think it is. I think the searching 
room is a very unwholesome and inferior apartment 
for a large body of men to be in. It is either too hot, 
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or too cold ; it gets full of bad air, and is crowded with 
parchment books. A narrow long room that would 
bo very draughty if the. window was opened, and 
■very hot if it was kept closed. 

1597. How is it heated ?— By hot water-pipes, which 
I think arc very objectionable. 

1598. Do yon think that they are destructive of 
health 1 — When I was amongst the clerks myself I 
found these rooms to he so. 

1599. The Registrar told us that for a short time 
you tried tlio experiment of open fires ? — Yes. When 
the General Registry Office was removed to Charle- 
mont House we got the upper rooms which they 
formerly had. These had open fires in tLem. 
and wo kept them, ns lining in accordance with a 
recommendation that Dr. Corrigan made at one time • 
but we were careful to leave none of our original 
books there over night. They were taken away— into 
the rooms where there were no fires. It happened, 
howover, that one morning one of the joists underneath 
one of tlio fireplaces was discovered burning. It must 
liavo been on fire for a considerable time, for when the 
clerks came in they' found the flames up through the 
floor. The. Registrar and all of us got so alarmed at 
this that application was made to the Board of Worts 
to liavo the open fires taken away, aud liot-water- 
pipes substituted in these rooms, which was done. 

1600. And what eff ect has tliat produced upon the 
ventilation and healthiness of the rooms, do you 
chink? — I prefer fires. I don’t like the hot water- 
pipes. I think they dry the air too much. 

1601. Have you observed that among the clerks 
whoso duty lies in that searching room there has 
been unhealthincss 1 — Wo have had a good deal of 
chest disease aud miliealtliincss in the office, but I 
cannot say that it has been more than you would find 
in other departments. 

1002. Now, as to tlio accommodation for the 
public 1 — That is very had. The public searching 
room is the same size as ours, and there are certainly 
as many, if not more, people in it. 

1603. Do you keep a duplicate set of index books 
in the public searching room 1 — Of some of the indexes 
— not all. Por about, twenty or thirty years we have 
a duplicate Consolidated Names Index. Wc have 
duplicate Lands Indexes, but we don’t keep them 
there. 

1604. Supposo ono of the public wheu senvehing 
requires to get these hooks, how arc they obtained 1 — 
Tlio junior clerks of the office act ns porters, and hand 
down the books. 

1605. Have they to go to the library? — Yes; all 
through the place to wherever the books are, and carry 
tliom out on their shoulders. 

1606. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — How far distant 
is the library? — About thirty or forty feet I should say. 

1607. The Vice-Chancellor. — Your duly also 
takes you frequently to the room where the deeds are 
received by the Assistant-Registrars, I should say?— 
Yes ; I have to pass through it occasionally. 

1608. So you know what the accommodation there 
is ? — I think the accommodation in that room is not 
so bad, though the room might with advantage 
be somewhat larger. In fact, there are none of 
our offices, on that floor at least, that might not be 
enlarged with advantage to all concerned. 

1G09. The Registrar mentioned that there was a 
good deal of bustling and crowding in that room- 
people coming in with deeds ? — Towards the letter 
part of the day, when the greater portion of the busi- 
ness is done, there often is crowding. In the earbf r 
part of tbs day we are generally less busy. "I 1 
the past woek it has occm-red that up to twelve o cl 
on one day we had not a deed registered, and in 
latter part of the day a crowd come up, and. J 113 * 
in a bank when there is ft hurry of business, 7 ° 
will find jostling and pushing. . 

1610. But do you think that the accommodation 
adequate for the purpose ? — I t hink that the us 
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would be more Satisfactorily gone through if we had 
more space. 

1611. Would you approve, of closing the office for 
the reception of deeds for registration an hour before 
the general office business doses, so as to give an 
hour’s time at the cud of the day — say from three 
to four — to prepare for the work of the next day ! — 

I don't know that that would make much difference 
to us. We generally find that we are able to kee p 
the bonks very well up. 

1(512. Is there anything now that you would wish 
to mention to us in reference to the organization of 
the office — any suggestions that you could give? — 
Nothing that has not been touched upon by the 
questions you have asked me, and by the suggestions 
that the Registrar has given you in writing already. 

1613. We would be glad, if anything occurs to 
you that you think it would be important to state, to 
hear you? — Nothing more suggests itself to me. 

1614. Do you think that the office could be closed 
at two o'clock cm Saturdays without public incon- 
venience? — It would increase the business on the days 
of the following week ; but when the majority' of 
Government offices in Dublin have that half holiday 
I think we should not be made an exception. 

1615. Do you think the general l>ody of clerks are 
anxious for it ? — I do, and more than that they feel 
aggrieved at not getting it. 

1G16. Some complaints wore also made by them of 
not getting as many holidays as they might? — I 
think they stand fairly well in that respect. The 
majority of them had last year the maximum amount 
of leave, or near it, except in cases where there had 
been absence from illness, or some other good cause. 

1617. But are they not considered entitled to thirty- 
six working day's’ leave ? — Yes. The reason of that is 
that we have none of the isolated holidays that are given 
to other offices. The accumulated leave would under 
ordinary circumstances be about twenty-eight or thirty 
days but we get thirty-six in consideration of the fact 
that we have only two other holidays — Christinas Day 
and Good Friday — in the year. That was settled by 
the Treasury. 

1018. The additional holidays as vacation were 
given in compensation for your not getting these iso- 
lated holidays ? — Yes, the thirty-six days were given 
in place of twenty-eight or thirty, for that reason. 

1619. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — But have not other holi- 
days been added since that arrangement was made — 
Bank holidays for instance? — Not in our office. 

1020. I know, but generally ? — Yes, in other depart- 
ments. 

1621. In other departments more of these isolated 
holidays have been given since the arrangement about 
the thirty-six days was come to in your office? — 
Yes. 

1622. The Vice-Chancellor. — Do you think they 
could get in addition to Good Friday and Christmas 
Day (without inconvenience to the public), Easter 
Monday, and Whit Monday ? — I think so, and that 
they should have as much leave and as many holidays 
as are given in other offices. 

1623. And also St. Stephen’s Day? — I do. I have 
been frequently in the office on St. Stephen’s Day 
when little or no business was done only three or four 
deeds received. What we do now is, we let as many 
away as we can for the day and the remainder get the 
following day. But practically there is nothing doing 
on these two days. 

1624. Do you think it would be considered a great 
boon by the men if they got these three additional 
holidays? — I do, and as I said about the half-holiday 
being withheld from them, they feel aggrieved at 
not getting all the holidays given to other and kindred 
departments. For instance, in the Stamp Office where 
deeds coming to us go first to be stamped and where 
the same class of the public, to a very large extent do 
business, they have several holidays which we have not. 
That is considered a hardship. 



1025. Mr. M eldox, q.c.. M.r. — When yon say that Evidence. 
deeds coming to you go to the Stamp Office first, do they — 
go thereon the same day? — Not ill ways, but probably *• I38a - 

very often, and that may he one of the reasons that Mr. Daniel 
deeds are registered so late —that they are brought to O’C. FfrencU. 
the Stamp Office first and on the same day. 

1G2C. The Vice-Ciiaxi ei.loh. — Have you, or 
the Assistant Chief Clerk, any duty to discharge 
in reference to other office work besides super- 
vising the clerks and ho the cash business ? — I have 
on Fridays to check the extra clerks’ accounts, and 
on Saturdays to pay them (and see Ap. to First 
Report, p. 124). 

IG27. Do you check the transcribers’ accounts 1 — 

Yes. I check them all, I look over the account books 
of the clerks, and the transcripts they hand in, to see 
that the charges are proper and that they are doing a 
full amount of work. 

1G28. You are responsible for that ? — Yes, that is 
portion of my duty. 

1G29. And does Mr. Fitzgerald make all the pay- 
ments of the office as cash clerk or accountant? — No. 
our payments are made through the Paymaster-General, 
but Mr. Fitzgerald prepares the orders and pay sheets. 

1 G30. Are yon paid monthly ? — Yes, the Paymaster- 
General sends up a pay clerk aud a porter. The clerk 
pays the staff, but the transcribers, porters, and ser- 
vants are paid by me in the office every Saturday. 

1631. Weekly? — Yes. The transcribers give the 
number of folios. 

1G32. Which you check ? — Yea, and adding that 
up I see what is coming to each man. 

1633. Do you receive any money in the office I 
— Yes; the salaries of porters and servants, and 
there are small sums of money, amounting to about 
£3 or £i given at a time for what we call incidental 
expenses. 

1G34. Does the Paymaster-General supply you 
with money weekly to pay the transcribers ?— Yes. 

We draw upon him a receivable order. It is signed 
by the Registrar or Assistant Registrar and counter- 
signed by me or Mr. Fitzgerald and made payable to 
either of us. 

1635. And you have to accouut for the moneys so 
received ? — Yes, with the Audit Board. We do that 
every month. 

1636. Mr. Meldon, q.c.- — Are you aware that in 
some departments of the public service the clerks 
are divided into senior and junior classes? — Well, I 
have heard it, but I have no other knowledge beyond 
hearsay. 

1637. Do you know that in some of the depart- 
ments the junior class men practically do all the work, 
and that the senior class men merely supervise the 
juniors? — I have heard so, but I have no personal 
knowledge of it. 

1638. In your office there is no classification of 
duty — the work is intercluingeable ? — Precisely, and 
seniority and good conduct have put men from one 
class into the other. 

1639. And you do not think it would be expedient 
so to allocate the duties as that first class clerks would 
be given those of the highest class, second class clerks 
the next in point of importance, and third class men 
the inferior business ? — I do not. 

1640. If the Probate offices were removed from 
Henxietta-street, would that give you sufficient accom- 
modation for the Registry of Deeds ? — For some time 
to come ; but the time would arrive, in some years 
again, when we should require still more room than 
that would give. Our books are increasing in number 
from gear to year, and those alone require great space. 

1641. Would you approve of that course being 
adopted for the present, or is there any other course 
you could suggest? — I think it would be most con- 
venient if we could get the Probate offices. 

1 642. Does it occur to you that there is any other 
course that could he adopted ? — No, unless new build- 
ings were elected. 
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1643. Do you happen to know if Dr. Little lias been 
up in the office in Henrietta-street recently, anil made 
a report on its sanitary condition 1 — Yes ; lie has been 
in attendance upon the family of the housekeeper there, 
and he stated that the ventilation in her rooms was 
very detrimental to health. V7e sent the certificate 
to the Board of Works, and they sent up an inspector 
the other day who examined the house. But we don’t 
know what may he done yet. 

1644. The Vice-Chancellor.— Do yon speak now 
of the housekeeper’s department only l — Yes. 

1645. He made no general inspection of the office! 
— No. Two comparatively young housekeepers died 
there withiu the last four or livo years, and there have 
been scarlatina and fever there since. 

1G46. Mr. Meldon, q.c. — Do you happen to know 
if the sanitary condition of that portion of the build- 
ings is worse than the rest 1 — Well, the rooms are 
very small and close. The ventilation in the rest of 
the building, in some uf the rooms at least, is not at all 
good either. As I said, in the searching room you are 
either in a draught or too hot, and the public searching 
room the same way. My owu room is too close, and 
so also is the Registrar’s and the Assistant Registrar's. 

I don’t think the ventilation is good, as a rule, through- 
out the office. 

1647. Do you happen to know if auy of the clerks 
adopt any precautions to make the air better than it 
usually is 1 — I have seen a little pan of water put near 
these hot water pipes to moisten the air. 

1648. Have you ever seen them burning pa) tors 
that are supposed to be beneficial, to clear the atmos- 
phere? — I seen one person burning ribbon of Bruges. 
That was in the Assistant Registrar’s office, but it is 
done, I understand, more to relieve the heavy smell 
that will arise when a place is crowded. 

1649. Could you form auy estimate of the number 
of persons that would he together in the public search- 
ing room when in a crowded state? — Yes ; 1 should say 
there would be fully thirty persons in it. 

1650. As to vacations — is there not a general com- 
plaintamougst the clerks that they don’t get their full 
leave ! — They complain that they don’t get the whole 
thirty-six working days: but whenever that is possible 
they do, 

1651. Isn’t it a fact, that owing to the pressure of 
business they are forced to take their vacation late in 
the autumn, a time that is very unsuitable ? — Well, 
the majority would prefer getting away in August or 
September. I have had to do with this matter of 
vacation for some time past, and that is my experience, 
most are anxious to get away then. It would suit the 
office better if a system similar to that adopted in 
other departments were pursued, and that a certain 
number went in April, so many in May, Juno, Jidy, 
August, and September, interchanging their months 
each year so that the men off in the favourite months 
this year would he first next year, and so on, subject, 
of course, to the necessities of public business. 

1652. But does not the pressure of business there 
prevent that being carried out? — Not always. We 
tried it to some extent lust year and we found that it 
worked rather well. 

1653. Could you tell me the amount of money that 
lias been received for stamp duty on memorials since 
1832 — do you happen to have it made up ? — Whether 
I could tell you that very accurately or not I don’t 
know ; but Messrs. Law and Chisholm gave us credit 
for about £5,000 a year in 1865. That is in respect 
of stamps for duty connected with the Registry of 
Deeds Office solely and nothing else. I don’t know 
when the particular Stamp Act that enacted that duty 
was passed, but 1 should say that for twenty years at 
least before 1865, we were receiving about £5,000 a 
year by reason of duty stamps in addition to fee Btamps, 

1654. But you have not calculated what I asked ?-- 
No. In 1870 there was a new Stamp Act passed that 
reduced our earnings from stamp duty by about 
£2,000 a year. Last year we made a calculation that 



over and above the fees proper received in the office 
the stamp duties amounted to £4,000 odd. 

1655. And that was a considerable increase over 
the previous year? — Yea, and I should say that our 
foes last year wore about £15,000. That would be 
about £19,000 altogether. I think if the fee stomps 
and the duty stamps arising from the office were 
taken together we should be found to he on the right 
side of tho book. 



1656. The Vice-Chancellor. — Have you been able 
to form au estimate as to the proportion that the fee 
stamps bear to the expenses of the office? — IJp to 
1865 wc had a surplus amounting to over £42,000 
which was ]iai<l into the Treasury. Wc wore obliged 
to pay in at the cud of every quarter the Rurplus recoipts 
which was a had system, for it often left us without 
money. At all eveuts wc paid in £42,000, imd from 
that should be deducted about £2, Old) we got for 
constructing indexes and tho transcribing of arrears 
of memorials. But that leaves about £40,000 up to 
1864. 

1657. You estimate the income from fee stamps at 
about £1 5,000 a year ? — That was last year. 

1G58. And about wlmt was the expense of the 
office? — Last year the expense of the office would be 
about from £19,000 to £20,000. 

1 659. And is the difference paid by the Treasury 1 
— Yes ; by vote of Parliament in the usual way. 

1G60. Mr. Madden, q.o. — B ut in addition they 
get the duty stamp ? — Yea. 

1661. Mr. Meldon, q.c., ai.r. — Outside of this 
surplus fund there is a revenue to the Treasury of 
£4,000 a year over and above the £14,000 or £15,000 
u year in fees? — Yes, and the £40,000 surplus. 

1662. Mr. Madden, q.c. — That surplus was nn 
accumulation up to 1861 of fee stamps, how was it 
that since 1864 and up to the present time the fee 
stamps are not sufficient for the maintenance of the 
office? — The expenses of the office have increased. 

1663. It was owing to that increase ? — Yes ; the 
larger scale of salaries. 

16(54. But since 1SG-1 aud up to tho present time 
do you think the sum total of tho duty and fee stomps 
Would suffice for the expense of the department? — 1 
think it would leave us well on the right side of the 
hook. 

1665. Mr. Meldon, q.u., m.p. — And notwithstand- 
ing that the income from the fees alone in 1870 was 
less than the expenditure of tho office, tho stamp duty 
was reduced in that your? — Yes; it was reduced by 
the Aet of 1870. 

1666. Notwithstanding that from 1865 to 1870 
there hail been no surplus from the income of th« 
office?— From 1865 to 1 870— no, there was no sur- 
plus from fees. 

1667. Excluding the stamp duty on memorials, 
from 1865 to 1870 the income was not as large as the 
expenditure — is that not so ? — Yes. 

1668. And notwithatending that the revenue of the 

office was very much decreased by a reduction of the 
stamp duty in 1870? — Yes. But if you add the 
stamp duty to tho fees for these years we would be 
about square. Q _. 

1669. Judge Walsh.— But from 1870 to 18* & 
there would be a deficiency ? — In point of fees there 
would, but if you add the stamp duty, one year with 
another, it would put us on the right side of the 



iccount I think. , 

1670. Tho Vice-Chancellor.— Just for the boko 
>f clearness — there are two classes of stamps, a an y 
itamp and a fee stamp ? — Yes.* 

1671. Tho fee stamps represent the fees which prior 

iO 1864 were paid in cash i — Yes. - , 

1672. Aud the duty stamp represents what is P“ a 
;o the revenue?— Yes: and what I said ns if y°« 
idd to our fee stamps such of the duty stamps 0,8 
laid simply on account of the operation of tho ° 
he aggregate will in or about meet the total exp 
jure of the department. 

• See list of these, infra , p. 12G — R. J. L. 
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1673. Mr. Madden, q.c. — Anil there is another 
class of stamp duty derived indirectly from the office 
— stamps on documents unsufficiently stamped — you 
don’t include that 1 — No — only stamps used for the 
process of registration. 

1674. The Vice-Chancellor. — And outside that 
the revenue gains liy capturing budly stamped deeds I 
— Yes — they gain greatly by that ton. 

1675. Mr. Meldox, q.c., m.p. — Is there any duty 
stamp on the execution of judgment mortgages apart 
from the ordinary affidavit stamp ? — There Ls no duty 
stamp, but there are the Law Funds stamps for which 
the Registry of Deeds Office should get credit, as 
unless it were necessary to register a judgment as a 



statutable mortgage there, that money would not he 
payable. 

1676. But there is no duty fee? — No — I don’t know 
what process they pass through in the court, in 
this respect, but there would be no Law Fund pay- 
able unless there was an affidavit to he registered as a 
statutable mortgage. 

1677. There is no duty on the registration of ap- 
pointments of assignees in Bankruptcy ? — No. 

1678. Is there any other process of registration so 
to speak for which there is no duty charged! — My 
impression is that Glebe Loans arc free also, and 
other Board of Works charging orders. I do not 
remember anything else. 



April 22, 1880. 



Captain Abney, r.e., of the Science and Art Department, South Kensington, examined. 



1679. The Vice-Chancellor. — We are investi- 
gating a system of Registration of Deeds in this 
country, and as part of that system it was proposed 
that with the original deed a copy of the instrument 
should be brought in prepared by the solicitor who Ls 
bringing it in tor registration, which copy would be 
compared with the original in the Registry of Deeds 
Office, anil preserved there in order to form a record 
of the deed itself, which would bo returned of course 
to the poison who brought it, and it occurred to ns to 
apply some process to the copying of deeds in the 
Registry of Deeds Office, or in some public depart- 
ment with which it could he placed in connexion. 
Amongst the other things it was suggested that pho- 
tography might be used ; that the process of photo- 
zincography might be made available for the purpose 
of either copying deeds or multiplying copies after- 
wards, and as you were kind enough to give us your 
opinions to-day, I would be obliged if you cau tell us 
whether there is any process of photography that 
could be mode available in that way. Whnt we want 
in the first place to avoid, is tlirowing the expense of 
the preparation of the copy on tiro party bringing in 
the deed for registration, nild secondly, to dispense 
in the office with the necessity of comparison, for the 
calculation has been made by the Registry of Deeds 
Office in Ireland, that it would take at least twelve 
adilitional clerks in the office for comparison alone, if 
that duty were thrown on the department, and besides 
that it would greatly delay the banding liack of the 
deeds to the parties who brought them hr, aud who 
might want them to complete various transactions. 
I may tell you that the average number of instruments 
brought in for registration in our office is about sixty 
per diem. It is a great object of course to Lave the 
process of registration of these deeds completed as 
quickly as possible, and that is the first way we 
thought this could be made useful. The next step in 
the Registry of Deeds Office after the deed is noted is 
to index it, and for that purpose we have proposed 
an abstract stating a few neecssary things — the date 
of the deed, the names of the par-ties, the nature of the 
instrument, and the parcels, and so forth, and that 
abstract should form the basis of a names index which 
would give the name of each grantor in the several 
deeds, and the basis of a land index in which would 
be opened an account against each ordnance townland 
denomination, under the particular denomination in 
which the townlands enumerated in the deed would he 
entered. If it were possible to avoid the delay of 
writing in these indices — for each deed you know 
might contain twenty townlands, and have to be 
entered up twenty times in that one index — if it were 
possible to avoid that by using photography, a great 
saving would be effected. We communicated with 
Colonel Cooke, of Southampton, on the subject, and 
perhaps if I were to read the letters we wrote to him, 
and those we received in reply, it might elucidate the 
question. (Read letter of Secretary of Commission to 



Colonel Cooke, of 22nd November, 1879. Colonel 
Cooke's reply, of 24th November. Letter from 
Secretary to Colonel Cooke, of 2nd December, and 
Colonel Cooke’s reply of 22nd December, with abstract 
of cost of process of photozincography ns applied to the 
1 nirposes of the Registry of Deeds Department, infra pp. 
1 30-132.) If ow, though it seems very moderate when so 
much a page is mentioned, the tot of £15,000 a year is 
rather large, and put it out of our power to recom- 
mend it 1 It seems a heavy item. I suppose I may 
put cpiestiona to you, since I do not know the scope 
of your inquiry. The Vice-Chancellor.— O h! cer- 
tainly. 

Then I should like to know whether yonr deeds 
are always written on two sides? — The Vice-Chan- 
{•ELLon.— I may snv they are ; you may tike that as 
the rule. 



Captain Almey . — That cuts off one process of pho- 
tography, which if it had been applicable would 
luive been very cheap, aud would have suited your 
requirements, I think, to the letter. If your deeds 
were written only on one side they might be copied by 
an ordinary printing process, arid you would have 
au unquestionable facsimile, but that can only be 
done when the second side is not covered with 
writing. You say both sides are covered, and that 
therefore cuts off a very cheap mode of reproducing 
deoils — really, a ridiculously cheap mode. 

1680. The Vice- Chancellor.— Supposing the deeds 
are on one side only, how would that process be worked 
out — what is the nature of the process ? — It is an iron 
process which reproduces the deed and the writing in 
ink — ordinary writing ink. 

1681. Is that permanent ? — As permanent as the 
ordinary ink, and I suppose the deed is written in 
ordinary ink, and that that would be sufficiently per- 
manent for your purpose. The method of doing it is 
simply this : you have the paper prepared with salt oi 
iron, you place it on the back of the deed and print 
through it in the ordinary way by any light you 
like. 



1682. Mr. Madden, Q.a — You don’t take a glass 
regative 1 — No. 

1683. Judge Walsh. — Is that permanent f— xes, as 
lermanent as ordinary writing ink. 

1684. The Vice-Chancellor. — Is that an expeili- 

ious process?— Very expeditious, but it is entirely 
>ut of the way if the deeds are written on the two 
ides of the paper. , 

1685. It would not be possible to interleave with a 
;i milady prepared sheet of paper, having on the one 
lide the back written and on the other side the front 
vritten 1 — No, it Ls altogether out of the question. 

1686. Mr. Armstrong. — By a seopnd operation i or 
irinting could it not be accomplished ?— No ; the two 

1.1 through to the 



other. 

Mr. Madden, q.c. — It would 



be" worth while to 

Q2 
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consider whether an extra tax might not ho imposed 
on the deeds written on the two sides. 

Captain Abney. — That is for the Uonunissiouura to 
determine, hut that mode is entirely out of the question 
wheu the deed is written on the two sides. 

1G87. The Vice-Chancellor. — C ould you form any 
idea of the expense of reproducing a page on that 
principle! — Always supposing it to he written on ono 
side, I should say about 'id., and I suppose I have over 
estimated it at that. 

1688. Does anything else occur to you ; any other 
process? — -Well first of all I don’t see it is necessary 
to use glass at nil. I think for purposes of this kind 
what we call paper negatives might he available. 1 
am afraid I have to speak of myself iu’ this, because 
lately I worked one for the Meteorological Office n 
new ]Mtper process which is as rapid as the glass process, 
and which has this groat advantage, tliat you can store 
your negatives in a much smaller space. They are 
perfectly translucent and can he stored as negatives 
just as the glass. The paper is prepared with silver, 
broma-iodide, and the development takes place just as 
if the glass were used. 

1080. Mr. Madden, q.c. — B ut that paper, when 
stored, would afford yon a uegativo to print from ? — 
Yes. I was going to divide my remarks into two 
portions: the first as to the production of the negatives, 
and the positive copy or facsimile of the deeds from the 
negatives. Of course the glass negative is a very great 
advantage in many ways, but I think as regards matters 
of this kind the great delicacy of detail you will get 
in glass is not absolutely necessary. The delicacy of 
the paper negative is quite sufficient for copying pur- 
poses. 

1600. Judge Walsh — You see them aro some iu- 
terlineations iu the deed before you, would that make 
any difference ? — No ; it is coarseness, comparatively 
speaking, but if you have got to divide tlm incli into a 
thousand parts and having read each division distinctly, 

I call tliat delicacy, and nothing under that is delicacy. 
Next it would he cheaper using paper than glass, ami 
then there would be a great convenience in storage of 
the negatives. They are perfectly pemiaucnt and reli- 
able, and are e:isy to execute. Supposing then tliat a 
negative has been got, I think when you want so very 
few copies ns from one to six photozincography is too 
expensive to he brought into operation. I would not 
dream of using it, in the production of so few copies, 
for my own purpose. When T was at the Chatham 
head of the photographic department, I should — to 
speak colloquially — have been hauled over the coals if 
I had used such an expensive process ns photozinco- 
graphy for the production of these copies. There is 
another process which I think would he more suitable, 
the platino type process which is thoroughly permanent, 
and about two-thirds of the expense of the silver pro- 
cess. The prints are produced ou platinum block, the 
most permanent metal we have. 

1691. Y ice-Chancellok. — C an you give us mi out- 
line of the nature of that process? — It is on iron 
process too, the negative is printed in the usual way 
by light. 

1692. Do you require glass for that? — No; the 
paper negatives will do equally well. By the platino 
type process you can produce a black copy in a much 
shorter time than yon can a silver print. In fact you 
could almost do it by gas light if you like. You 
would not know a print from a pliotozincograph as 
far as colour goes. 

1693. And would the copy he permanent? — Per- 
fectly ; the copies by photozincography" are only in 
carbon and those I speak of are in platinum black. 
It iu utterly beyond the attack of acid or anything of 
that kind. There is another way you can produce 
prints, always assuming that you have the negative, 
either paper or glass. 

1694. We may assume that a paper negative would 
be quite sufficient for any of your purposes ? — Quite 
sufficient. The other process is, instead of going 
as far as transferring — placing the photozincographic 



transfer to tlm zinc, stop short there, and take what 
has boon called u pupyrograph. 

169f>. Which of the three processes do you think 
would lie most suitable for our work ( — I have only 
referred to two which 1 think uro suitable for the 
reproduction of deeds that are written on both 
sides. 

1696. Yes, and you spt.kcof tlic photozincographic 
process as well 7 — Yes, and I put photozincography out 
of the case because, iu my opinion, it is too expensive 
where you only require three or four copies. 

1697. And of the other two processes which do you 
thiuk is most suitable? — The platino type process. 

.1(598. And whiit would Iks the probable cost per 
page of a dead by that process ? — Well, the price of 
co] lies increases, not proportionally to the size. If you 
produce a copy six iuches long it may cost Is., but if 
you produce ono a foot long it may cost 3s. It is 
about that ratio. 

1699. Taking the negative lies at the foundation of 
every process? — Unfortunately it does. 

1700. Ami taking a paper negative have you the 
power of reducing it? — Oh, ccrtuiuly. 

1701. Is a (annum used in each case? — Yes. 

1792. Therefore, yon can reduce the size to what- 
ever is convenient I — Yes. 

1703. Supposing we assumed that the reduced size 
we required was tliat of the paper before you, what 
would tlie cost he including tlm negative and all? — 
Well, iu that you have to include tho expense of 
labour, and I should not like to answer such a cjuestiou 
on tlie spur of tho moment. 

1704. Judge Walsh. —Ami would that labour be 
necessarily tho labour of skilled persons? — Not very 
skilled persons, hut of coiu-sc persons who would be 
able to take ordinary negatives. 

170f>. Mr. Madden, q.c. — Could you tell us the 
ratio of tho expense to the photozincography — would 
it ho half the expense? — Well, if you give me the 
details which Colonel Cooke furnished you with I will 
tell you wliat you could cut out of tliat. 

1706. V rcE-OiiANOELi.oR. — Hero is Colonel C'ooke’s 
letter with the abstract of details. ( Infra p. 131.) 

1707. Captain Abney. — All that part (pointing to 
document) would go out entirely. 

1708. ViUE-CllANCBLiaiU. — That is the transferring 
to zinc, proving and printing would go out? — Yea, 
nuil also tho superintendence of the printing, I should 
say the estimated cost of materials would be certainly 
redo cod by one-half. Ono copy of the deed — the 
absolute printing of one copy — would not cost more 
than Ad., that is when the negative is produced. 

1709. Fourponce per page ? — Yes, for I take it 
that a charge is put on for supplying additional 
copies. 

1710. T suppose you don’t give them for nothing? 
— Oh, no. We have a great many of these things 
to do at Chatham, and we debit the cost of the 
negative as so much, and then reckon that we 
shall sell five or six copies, and we used to add tho 
price of the negative on to the price of the actual 
copy so ns to recoup ourselves. By that means we 
never got into debt. We always recouped ourselves. 
Sometimes twenty copies would he required — some- 
times only one, hut dividing it in tliat way over the 
whole we arrived at an average, and in the result 
recouped ourselves. 

1711. Mr. Madden, q.c. — O ur great object is not 
so much to have the power of multiplying copies, as to 
preserve, at any rate, one facsimile of the deed. Pro- 
vided the deed was all on one side, you suggest a means 
by which we could make that one copy, and office 
copies could afterwards be supplied as they were 
wanted in manuscript ? — Quite so. But as 1 have said 
I am afraid you cannot do that without the negatives, 
unless the deed iB on one side. 

1712. Mr. Lane, q.c. (Secretary). — Would your 
paper negatives keep A— Oh, certainly. 
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1713. Mr. Madden, q.o. — Indefinitely, because it 
is a question of hundreds of years ? — Yes, as long as the 
paper would last. 

1714. TboV ick-Ohaxcellob. — Would you favour ns 
with information us to the proportion of theexpense that 
the paper negative bears to a glass negative — that is the 
expense down to getting the thing ready from which we 
should print ! — It saves you the cost of the glass, and 
puts on the price of the paper. 

1713. And that is the only difference ? — Well that 
is a very considerable difference. It is in fact three 
parts of the whole. 1 suppose it would save yon three- 
fourths of the price of the glass negatives. 

17 Id. Mr. Madden, q.c. — T hat is an idea never 
suggested to us before, namely, to take a paper nega- 
tive, and to store that ins tend of glass negatives, which 
of course would require large rooms having regard to 
the number of negatives we would require to take ? — 
Yes, it naves largely in tlie storage. Thou when you 
have the negative there is no necessity to print the 
thing at all. You can preserve your negative and 
print from it as occasion requires. 

1717. We can print one copy. We must do that 
in any case for reference, iind then we could keep the 
negative, and there would be, if the negatives were on 
paper, no additional expense for storage f — There would 
be a great saving. The storage expense is almost al- 
together done away with. 

1718. The Vice-Chancellor. — Could you give us 
any idea of what the preparation of the paper negative 
for one page like that woukl be likely to cost ! — I have 
taken this page as fourteen inches by eleven, and I 
should think it ought to cost about five pence. 

1719. Is it possible, when using glass, to wash foil' 
the positive and use it again 1 — Yes, but there is a 
limit to the use of glass. 

1720. Mr. Madden, q.c. — It gets scratched and 
destroyed I — Yes, and yon have to use a great deal of 
mercury for photozincography, and after using it a 
couple of times you cannot get a clean plate. I used to 
reckon that after using glass three times it was done 
for. You cauuot Like more than three luerau'ied nega- 
tives oft' one plate, because the surface of the glass is 
gone. 

1721. The Vice-Chancellor. — Would there be any 
possibility of getting printing work of this kind done in 
any government department — is there any department, 
in which such a thing could be done for us I — Well, I 
am a stranger in Ireland, comparatively speaking, but 
Colouel Wilson’s successor would be able to tell you 
tlint. 

1722. One matter we were considering here was the 
great inconvenience and expense of the Registry of 
Deeds keeping n separate staff for tliis purpose, and it 
occurred to some of us that possibly there might be 
some way of getting this done if there was a staff em- 
ployed for similar work, say in the Ordnance Survey' 
Department! — As far as I know there is 6uch a staff 
there. I have not been over here since Colonel 
Wilson was in command of the Ordnance Survey, 
but, I believe, they have a photographic establish- 
ment of some kind in Dublin. I may be prejudiced, 
but I believe that a sapper could do this description of 
■work much better than anyone else. I liave worked 
with them for many yen's, and I have great faith in 
them — in their capacity and attention. They will do 
what they are told, and they are beyond the influence 
of what is so pernicious as regards introduction of 
new processes — viz., trade unionism, and things of that 
kind. 

1723. For copying 338,000 pages in the year would 
it not, in your opinion, be an economical thing to hare 
a special staff devoted to that in the Registry of Deeds 
Office ; would that amount of work be sufficient to keep 
a permanent staff employed! — I should think it would, 
but if it could be brought under the Ordnance Survey 
Department, who have been in the habit of copying 
deeds, I should think it would be very much more 
economical, but there is one thing that must be 



recollected, that the W:ir Office will nut lend sappers 
(I am supposing that you mean to utilize military 
labour) unless under their own officers, and the best 
way of getting them is to employ them under the 
Ordnance Survey. 

172-1. Mr. Madden, q.c. — I suppose the larger the 
scale on which the copies are taken the less the expense — 
you estimated it at 5J. a page. The coat of copying 
338,000 pages, at 3 il. per page, would come to over 
.£7,000 per year. Do you estimate 5 d. per page for 
the production of a single page, or on a large scale like 
that! — "Well, you know mine was only u rough esti- 
mate, which I made on the spur of the moment. I 
might say. 

1725. Judge Walsh. — And that rough calculation 
will not include the cost of the establishment, I should 
say ! — Well, I would put it this way. If I gave them 
out to be done by piece work I should expect to 
have a negative of that size produced for about eight- 
pence. 

1726. That is working materials and all 1 — Yes. 

1727. And then the printing is separate 1 — Yes. 

1728. And would that be about 4rf. 1 — Yes. Of 
course there may be some expense that docs not occur 
to me. 

1729. The Vice-Chancellor. — Colonel Cooke’s 
average per page is 10|«A 1 — Yes; but that is for these 
copies. You see the great expense of transferring to 
the zinc is there distributed over the six. 

1730. Mr. Madden, q.c. — As to these paper nega- 
tives, in what state is the portion of the paper which 
would bo transparent in a glass negative! — It is 
transparent in the paper also. 

1731. And this paper you say could be stored up for 
generations I — Yes. 

1732. The chemical change which the paper under- 
goes in being formed into a negative, would not destroy 
its lasting qualities? — lam perfectly certain of that. 
Nothing goes on to the paper except vvlmt is used in 
blenching the paper. 

1733. The Vice-Chancellor. — Have you ever con- 
sidered the subject of printing into books by any 
photographic process ! — No ; I cannot say I have ever 
paid any attention to that. 

1734. As to these paper negatives how do yon jaini. 
from them 1 — Exactly as from a glass one. Yon put 
the paper negative in front of the sensitive paper, the 
process is exactly the same, only that you have the 
advantage of using paper instead of glass. 

1735. Mr. Madden, q. a- Did you ever hear of any 
process of printing in bound books by menus of ordinary 
letterpress ? — I have heard of it. 

1736. Being successfully adopted I — Well, it was on 
a small scale. I know it has been doue, because I have 
seen a book in which letterpress printing was dona 

1737. Mr. Lane, q.o. (Secretary). — You never saw 
Mr. Dillon's process for printing in books ? — No. I 
heard great accounts of it, and he told me he would 
show it to me, but I have not seen it. 

1738. Judge Walsh. — You see in the copy before 
you, which was a copy Liken by photozincography at 
Southampton, that the signature, which in the original 
deed was in blue, ink, does not come out; it i3 
faint. Would there he any diffieidty in copying that 
signature if the process yon have suggested were 
adopted ! — Well, that is not the fault of the photo- 
zincogiuph but of the negative, but I think were the 
preparation used in the other process — paper nega- 
tives — blue ink is not so detrimental as in the glass 
process. Bromide of silver is really less affected by 
blue ink than the iodide of silver, winch is used in this 
process. I won’t say that blue ink is a good thing, 
because it is not a good thing, but I presume this is 
not an. insuperable difficulty because yon would only 
have to recopy the signature. 

1739. The Vice-Chancellor. — It is atliingthatvery 
rarely occurs — it is merely accidental so to speak ! — 
I don’t know if you are aware of the regulations made 
by the Patent Office for deeds in London. They have, 
I believe, ruled that all deeds must be copied I think 
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ou oue side, and there are, I fancy, certain regula- 
tions respecting the use of coloured inks, and that 
they must use black ink. 

1740. But, suppose, we were to suggest that deeds for 
the purpose of registration, should bo writtou only on 
one side, would the first process you mentioned bo the 
cheapest tuid best available l — Oh, certainly. 

1741. Mr. Madden, q.o. — You only have to place the 
negative paper under the deed, and the action of the 
'light gives you a facsimile ! — Yes. 

°1742. And could that lie done no matter how thick 
the parchment wos'l — Ob, that docs not matter. 

1743. There is no possibility of reproduction 1 — No; 
hut you can take another copy from the one you have 
got. 

1744. The Vice-Chancellor. — Wc could suggest 
that copies should lie given at a cheap rate of deeds 
written on one side only, and that for copies of other 
deeds the charges would be greater. 

1745. Mr. Madden, Q.C.— You said already that 
the copy is perfectly permanent 1 — Perfectly. 

17 46. I refer to this matter because wo have had 
some evidence upon the question — whether anything 
produced by chemical change in the paper would be 
•os permanent, as these copies for registration must 
be? — It is not a chemical change in the paper. It is 
merely the reproduction of ink, and it Is ns permanent 
as the original ink from which the copy is taken. 

1747. Could you explain what the process is — how 
the ink is reproduced. Supposing this deed (docu- 
ment handed to witness) came into the office written 
ou one side how would you proceed to take the copy 1 
— I should have my sensitive paper prepared It is 
prepared with oxalate of iron, which is a perfectly 
neutral salt, and has uo chemical effect on the paper. 
Then I should expose it to the light, and where the 
light has not acted, the iron would remain unchanged. 



The preparation of iron is so made that when you 
bring galie acid into contact with it where it has 
changed, ink is produced, and where it has not changed 
there is nothing produced, so that really it is black 
and white. 

17 IS. And the copy would be the same size us the 

original deed ! -An exact facsimile. 

171!). J udge ‘Walsh. — And you say that, this could 
be done by gaslight i— Yes, gaslight would do at a 
piiieli, but it would take so much longer. 

1750. The document that lias been handed to you 
is a respectable sample of a deed, but wo get deeds of 
different sizes and on different descriptions of paper, 
from ordinary letter paper up to the largest skins’ 
would that make any difference in the application of 
this process? — No, hut it must lie recollected tlmt 
this process can only bo applied when these deeds are 
written on the one side. 

1751. The Vice-Chancellor. — About how long 
ou an ordinary bright day would it take to copy a 
deed by that process l — T suppose about five minutes 
but the great drawback is you must have a dean 
back to the deed — no writing on the back, because 
this (tho indorsement) would bo detrimental. 

1752. Judge Walsh. — Wc would have to make 
rules like the Patent Office? — Yes, I believe they are 
stringent in the Patent Oflico, and strict also in the 
colonies, the Patent Office rules nro even more strict 
still. I know that because some of my sappers went 
nut to work there. 

1753. Mr. Armstrong. — Is this a very recent dis- 
covery, Captain Abney ! — Well, really in photography 
there are seldom any new discoveries nowadays, 
although frequently wo have rediscoveries. A thing 
is worked for a short time and forgotten, and is 
brought nut again by somobndy years afterwards ns 
Something new. I should say the same applies to this. 



Part of Letter to the Registrar. 



1 U, Eustaco-streot, 

15th November, 1879. 

•Sir, — I am directed by the Commissioners to say 
that it is their intention to examine, in reference to 
improvements in the organization of your office, one 
clerk from each department of the office, i.e., from the 
Registering, Indexing, Searching, and Transcribing 
Departments, such clerk to he selected by the clerks of 
tho department ; and further, that they will receive any 
recommendations, in writing, of improvements in tho 
organization of the office, from any of its officers. I 
am further directed to request you to communicate 



those matters to tho offiatfra and chain, and to ask the 
clerks of the departments to nuike their selections with 
as little delay as possible, which lie good enough to 
furnish me with when you receive them. 



I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 

The Registrar of Deeds. 
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Correspondence with the Incorporated Law Society. 



loti November, 1879. 

Sib, — I am directed by the Commissioners to inform 
you that they will receive any recommendations, in 
writing, of improvements in the organization of the 
Registry of Deeds, with which any member of your 
society may favour them : and I have to ask you to 
convey tliis intimation to your members with a request 



tout their recommendations may be famished me, with 
as little delay as is convenient to them. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

It. J. Line, Secretary. 

The Secretary 

The Incorporated Society of Solicitors 
and Attomics of Ireland. 



Reply of the Council of the Incorporated Law Society of Ireland. 



The chief subjects to which the Council desire to draw 
the attention of the Commissioners are : — 

1. The insufficiency of the Staff in the Registry of 

Deeds Offico to discharge the work of the office 
■with facility and despatch ; and 

2. The inadequacy of the accommodation afforded for 

that purpose. 

(1.) With regard to the first subject, the Co until are 
of opinion that the public, who have occasion to use the 
office, and are obliged to pay large fees in stamp duty 
for the transaction of their business, urn entitled to have 
the sums so paid applied solely to the working of the 
department in respect of which the fees are so paid, so 
as to insure the greatest efficiency in the despatch of 
their business. 

If the profits of the office ore sufficient to admit of 
their being applied to other purposes thau the efficient 
working of the department,** then the Council think the 
fees should bo reduced to such an amount as would be 
sufficient for that piupose, as it is nujust to tax sucb of 
the public as are obliged to use the office (i.c., those in- 
terested in the transfer of land) for the benefit of the 
public in general ; but the Council are of opinion that 
it would he better to allow the fees to remain as they 
are at present, and apply the surplus to the more effi- 
cient working of the office. 

The Council believe that at the present time the work 
of the Registry of Deeds Office is hampered, and that 
the public who use it are inconvenienced, by the insuffi- 
cient number of clerks employed. There are four 
vacancies in the office, as appears by the return annexed 
to the Commissioners' Report ; and these vacancies have 
existed for several years, to the detriment of the effi- 
ciency of the department — a state of things which the 
Council consider strongly to be deprecated. 

In contemplation of the steady increase of business in 
the Registry of Deeds (the number of deeds registered 
have increased from 13,634 to 16,144 in five years), 
the number of the stuff should have been augmented 



and not diminished ; and the Council believe that if the 
money expended from time to time in Commissions, 
Parliamentary Returns, andinipmeticablenieclnuueal ex- 
periments had been applied to the increase of the work- 
ing staff of the office, the public who are interested in 
its efficiency would have been satisfied, and ingenious 
but impossible schemes intended to hasten the business 
would never have been heard of. The Council desire to 
press this matter upon the attention of the Commis- 
sioners, and venture to hope that they will bring it 
under the notice of the Government, with u recommen- 
dation that the grievance complained of may be redressed. 

(2.) The second point to which the Council desire to 
draw attention is. the inadequacy of the accommodation 
afforded for the transaction of the business of the dc- 
pnrtmcnt, and which in itself is a great obstruction to 
its efficient discharge, and is also seriously prejudicial to 
the health of the officials. It would scout to the Council 
that the proper remedy for this evil would be the re- 
moval of the offices of the Probate Division of the 
High Court of Justice to the Pour Courts (which would 
bo a much more convenient situation than that which 
they occupy at. present), and the use, by the Registry of 
Deeds officials, of the rooms so vacated. It is highly 
inconvenient to have the offices of the Probate Division 
so far removed from the other branches of the High 
Court of Justice, of which it forms a part, and tliis is 
particularly felt when the Court is sitting. Resides, in 
searching for wills for a period of more than twenty 
years, the search has to be continued in the Record De- 
partment at the Four Courts, to which the offices of the 
Probate Division ought certainly to be adjacent. 

The space which would be afforded by this change 
would give ample room for the operations of the Re- 
gistry of Deeds Office — one of the most important of the 
public departments, connected as it is with the landed 
interests of this country. 

Solicitors’ Buildings, Four Courts, 

Dublin, lltli February, 1880. 



Iu consequence of the intimation from the Commissioners, contained in the letter of the 15th Noveuilier, 
1879, on the opposite page, a clerk was selected for examination by the clerks of each Department in the office, 
viz. : — Messrs. Leyne, Taylor, Avundell, and Board man, who were respectively examined by the Commissioners, 
and their evidence will be found in the Appendix (supra, pp. 80 to 90), and the following statement and 
memorial were sent in. 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 

Statement of Classified Clerks in Registry of Deeds Office. 



The classified clerks of the Registry of Deeds Office 
beg leave to place before the Royal Commission the 
following statement respecting their salaries, privileges, 
and classification. 

The Department has been stated by a Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons (6th July, 1832), to 
be an office of the first importance, embracing in its 



operations the entire Landed Property of Ireland. 
These operations demand on the part of the staff, not 
only ordinary zeal, intelligence, and care, but also a 
large amount of special technical skill, and involve a 
degree of responsibility which is not attached to 
clerical duties in any other Department under the 
crown. They might 'quote abundant evidence as to 



* See Parliamentary Return, C., No. 144-77, showing the Profits of Hie Registry of Deeds Office (from 24th Mail, 
1830, to 31 st March, 1865, to be £42,213 *4*. R. J. L. 
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the faithful and satisfactory nuumer in which their 
official duties are performed, but on tliis point' they 
need not go beyond the kindly testimony home in 
their favour by the Report of the Commission. Ruder 
these circumstances they feel justified in bringing 
under your notice the peculiarly hard and anomalous 
position of the clerks. 

At present the numbers and salaries of the respective 
Classes are as follows : — 



Ci a «. 


No. 


Minimum. 


Increase. 












£ 


First Class, 


10 


sir. 


15 


450 


Second Class, . 


15 


21H 


HI 


.".no 


Third Class, . 


3i; 


DO 


in 


200 



They need hardly point out that the groat dispro- 
portion in numbers between the senior and junior 
classes affords to the latter, but very small prospect of 
promotion. As a matter of fact there are twenty 
gentlemen in the third class with service varying from 
twelve to nineteen yearn, who cannot at present, or in 
the immediate future, look forward to any such 
improvement in their position ns they might expect 
from the length and nature of their service. 

The following table will show how much more 
favourable is the condition of other Departments whose 
duties cannot be considered more valuable, either in 
their national utility, or in the personal responsibility 
entailed on those engaged in them. 



Department. 


Class. 


No. 


jMlnimvm. 


Inrrwso. 


Maximum. 














Paymaster- ( 


First Clnss, . 


IS 


400 






Goa's Office, ) 


Second Class, 


13 ! 


100 


10 

alters jrrs 
£15 


375 


Constabulary i 


Senior Clerics, 










Junior Clerks, 










Office, ") 


9 


90 


10 


300 




" 


2 


100 


10 

after Bjrrs 

£104*. 


375 


National Ei In- f 












cation Office, < | 


Second Class, 


29 


90 1 
| 


10 

after 8 jn 

£15 


300 



The oases -cited above present three features of 
superiority. 

1 . A larger maximum salary. * 

2. A more equally distributed classification. 

3. A more liberal system of increment. 

They would therefore resjiectfidlv submit— 1 That 
the present position of this office is altogether made- 
qimte to its size mid inqiortiuicc. Tint to place it on 
an equality with other departments, the staff should 
bo divided into two classes, so proportioned ns to 
admit a greater facility for promotion -than that 
offered by the present classification. That the 
maximum salary of each class should be equal to that 
of the corresponding classes in departments similarly 
divided. And that oil increments of salary should lie 
increased after eight years service. 

With regard also to annual leave they find them- 
selves at a serious disadvantage. (See Registrar's 
Returns, Appendix to former Report, p. 12G.)° 

Tho hardship hero mentioned of being curtailed in 
their ordinary leave by the pressure of official business, 
is intensified by the fact that, not being in possession 
of the Saturday half holiday, and the periodical 
holidays usually accorded, the clerks in this office 
actually contribute move than thirty days work 
auuually, in excess of that given by other Government 
officials. 

This state of things requires no comment. They 
feel that iu seeking a remedy, they are only asking 
for justice, and not for any spocuil or exceptional 
privileges. And therefore they most confidently hope 
that the members of tho Royal Commission may see 
tit to recommend such a re-arrangement of their 
salaries and classification, and such an extension of 
their leave privileges as may place them iu a position 
cmiuiummirnto with tho grave importance and the 
serious responsibility of the duties they arc called ou 
to perform. 

This statement was sent with a lotter dated the 
18th November, 1879, signed by the following clerks, 
viz. : — 

Tuos. Taylor. 

Michael Lyons. 

J. H. Sheeran. 

C. M. Arundell. 



Memorial of Transcribers in Registry of Deeds Office. 



Siioweth, 

Whereas the Transcribers in the above Departmei 
receive only three halfpence per folio for work act. 
ally done and approved, those holding a similar positic 
m other Departments receive in addition to this eithi 
faxed or progressive salaries. 

Solicitors usually pay three pence per folio for ti 
work which we transcribe at three halfpence per folio 

The present sode of remuneration (three lialfpenc 
per folio) was fixed so far back as 1847, and no in 
provement whatever has since been made in or 
position. 

A folio .consists of seveaty-two words, and those slot 
are paid for. No allowance is made and no remune 
ation given for the memorial headings which frequentl 
are of considerable length, especially of late years b 
reason of the numerous societias, companies, dm whic 
have come into existence. Such headings are require 
to be written with the utmost care and neatness Eac 
of these headings was formerly allowed to count n 
two folios, and would, therefore, if paid for at the prt 
sent rate, make a difference to a Transcriber (wririu 
an average of thirty memorials per week), of abou 
twenty pounds per annum. 



The Transcriber himself has to prepare, without re- 
muneration, the parchment he has to work on. This 
necessarily occupies considerable time when it is re- 
membered that about 1,900 pages are thus prepared 
annually by an average Transcriber. 

The records of legal documents registered in the 
office cover a period of 170 years. Portions of these 
old records have become almost entirely illegible, and 
yet when attested copies of such documents have to be 
made, tho Transcriber receives only the same rate of 
remuneration as that granted for an ordinary document 
which there is no difficulty in deciphering, although 
his earnings at the former would not, perhaps, amount 
to more than one-third of those at the latter work. 
Moreover, each of these attested copies must be care- 
fully indorsed, and this indorsement is not paid for. 
Those attested copies, for which the office receives six 
pence per folio, constitute a considerable portion of the 
work which the Transcriber has to perform. On each 
of these copies there is an impx-essed stamp, value for 
one shilling, so that if any mistake occurred, entailing 
the cancelling of the stamp, whoever is unfortunate 
enough to make such mistake must pay one shilling 
and forfeit all the work he had done on the 
bearing this impressed stamp. 
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At present we eve not paid for holidays, which will 
l>ecome a very serious matter for us when all bank 
holidays and Saturday half holidays will be granted to 
the Department. We should be paid for such days as 
in all Government Departments. 

The class labours under a most serious and, we be- 
lieve, exceptional disadvantage in having no regular 
salary. The longer a person serves the less he is able 
to earn through old age and infirmity. Long service, 
which is rewarded in every other branch of the service, 
is not recognised in our case. 

And in like manner from the uncertain nature of 
the supply of work, the earnings may, at any time, be 
so reduced as to Ire utterly inadequate for one's support 

instances having occurred when we were unable to 

earn more than 10*. or 15s. per week through want of 
work. 

Arrears could always be avoided by giving the clerks 
access to their room, and work, say, from nine to five 
o’clock. This would not interfere with the other 
branches of the Department. The prescut hours cause 
too great a strain on the most expeditious writers. 

By permitting the Transcribing Clerks to carry on 
the comparison of their work, making an allowance of, 
sav, one halfpenny per folio for this duty, all tran- 
scripts laid before the public would be reliable. This 



practice is carried on in other offices, such as the Pro- 
bate Offices and Courts. At present two clerks arc 
engaged in comparison, about ono-fourth of the work 
only being compared, to the great inconvenience of the 
public. 

Should Memoralists have so far succeeded in this 
Memorial as to obtain the favourable consideration 
that their duties are equal to those performed by 
a similar class in other departments of the public 
service, they would respectfully call attention to the 
fact that their payment and prospects form a marked 
contrast to the scale and payments accorded to such 
departments. 

Memorialists therefore pray that their case should 
be taken into consideration, and such an improvement 
made in their condition as will remove the disadvan- 
tages under which they labour, and afford them the 
same benefits as are enjoyed by the officials of other 
departments. 

Edward Walpole, JohnTraynor, James Rickards, 
Jas. N. Flynn, Jas. A. Ratigan, Michael 
Lyons, J. Boardman, Thomas J. Maginn, 
Denis J. Maginn, James J. Sohan, Jno. 
Munroe, H. Moran, Thos. Coghlan. 

4th Dec., 1879. 



Report of Dr. Corrigan. 



4, Merrion-square, West, 

February 25th, 1860. 

Mv dear Sir, — In compliance with therequfestof the 
clerks in the Registry Department, conveyed to me 
with your permission, that I should visit the offices 
in which they were engaged, and give my opinion 
:ind suggestions as to the present mode of heating and 
ventilation, as they conceived the air aud present 
arrangements were injurious to their health, I this 
i lay visited the offices referred to, and beg to make 
the following observations : — 

The rooms I visited were : — 

1. The Searching Room. 

2. The Library and Index Room. 

3. The Transcribing Room. 

4. The Record Room. 

They are all heated by warm water pipes. The 
two first contain great numbers of parchment books, 
and the odour from so large a quantity of animal 
skin is necessarily and ever must be oppressive : the 
air more or less loaded with it will be at all times 
■lisagreeable, and the breathing of it for a lengthened 
time must I believe exercise, although a slow, an 
injurious effect upon respiration and health. 

The compartments into which one of these rooms 
is divided renders a free and full supply and circula- 
tion of fresh air without draughts very difficult if not 
impossible, for fresh air when let in must sweep along 
in cold currents between the partitions. The simple 
and obvious mode of remedy would be to have the 
clerks employed in copying placed in one or two very 
large and lofty apartments without the obstruction of 
compartments, with the whole body of air in full and 
free circulation around them, the parchment books 
being kept in their present places, and none brought 
into the clerks’ copying room except those in immediate 
use. This copying room might be provided with the 
open fireplaces, and that is the course for the health 
•if the clerks I should advise. If this be impracticable 
just now, open fireplaces in the present Apartments 
would be preferable to the system of heating by hot 
water pipes, but as there may he objections to per- 
mitting open fireplaces in the apartments in which 
l>ooks and deeds are kept, I take the liberty of offering 
■some observations and suggestions to what I believe 
would be improvements in the present mode of 
ventilation pending the providing a lafge apartment 
for tho clerks. In the present state of the apartments, 
with the exception of the searching room, in which 



ventilating funnels have been lately opened near the 
ceiling, and which the gentlemen engaged in the room 
tell me have improved it, the only mode of ventilation 
is by occasionally opening the windows and doors. 
The ventilators in some of the windows are very 
ineffective. The windows are so constructed that 
the top cannot be let down without at the same time 
raising the lower portion to the same extent. Several 
clerks have their writing desks close to the windows, 
the result is this, the windows are kept closed as long 
as the. want of ventilation can be borne, as the clerks 
near the windows could not hear the cold air rushing 
against their legs ; when the want of ventilation 
becomes oppressive the windows are opened for some 
time, the draughts of cold air are then great and 
sudden, and thus arise sudden alterations of heated 
and cold air, of pure and bad air which are injurious 
to health. The ventilation of all the rooms might I 
believe be much improved by making it continuous 
and moderate, by permitting fresh ah’ to be continually 
entering without interruption, and the foul air escaping 
in like manner ; the sudden alternations will then be 
obviated. I believe this can be effected by introducing 
in every window in the top sash, one or more panes 
of punched (not perforated) zinc, instead of one or 
more of the present glass panes. The ziuc should he 
punched -with holes one-twelfth of an inch in diameter 
and half an inch asunder; when set up the burrs 
made by the punch should not be filed but left pro- 
jecting, and when the panes are inserted, the side on 
which the burrs are is to be on the outside ; the 
burrs effectually prevent the admission of rain, and 
the ojtenings being halfj an inch asunder transmit the 
fresh air in so many small currents, that a sudden 
draught of cold air in a mass is obviated. Similar 
panes (but the burrs are not necessary), should he 
substituted for the upper panels in all the doors. I 
speak from experience as to this mode of ventilation 
for crowded or close apartments, as for many years it 
has been in action in the hospitals of the House of 
Industry, with which I am officially connected, and 
having recommended its introduction in a large school 
a few years since, where the teachers suffered much 
from heavy pain across the brows while the windows 
were kept closed, and from sudden and in j u nous drau ghts 
of cold air when they were opened, these inconveniences, 
when the zinc panes and. panels were introduced, 
ceased. 

Thera must, however, he an additional provision for 
escape of foul air in the Library and Index Room, in 

R 
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Miscella- the Transcribers' Room, and in the Record Room, for 
KEOrs. in two of these rooms the ceiling is, as nearly as I 
could calculate, six feet above the top of the windows, 
and in the third about three feet. The result of this 
necessarily is, that the air heated and rendered impure 
by respiration rises to the top, remains there as in a 
large reservoir, without any mode of escape until it 
has cooled, when it falls to be breathed again, and 
produces all the bail effects of doubly impure air in 
ill ose breathing it. To obviate this it wil 1 be necessary 
to introduce close to the ceiling, in the wall, some 



Punched zinc ventilators to permit the immediate 
escape of this impure air. 

I think it would be also very useful to provide the 
lobby windows with similar plates. 

I am, my dear sir, yours very truly, 

D. J. Corrigan. 



Morgan O’Connell, Esq., 
Registrar of Deeds, he., he., he. 



Letter from J. P. Kavanaoh, esq., Solicitor. 



13, Bachelor’ s-walk, 
Dublin, 24th April, 1879. 

Dear Sir, — I beg to direct the attention of the 
Royal Commissioners in relation to the Registry of 
Deeds to the really scandalous accommodation provided 
for solicitors wheu they go to register their deeds in 
Hcnrietta-strcet. On yesterday I happened to bo 
obliged to register a deed myself, because I witnessed 
the execution of it by all the parties. When I went 
to the Registry Ollice (Mr. Rae being the Acting Assis- 
tant Registrar) the little apartment in which I had to 
stand to wait for my time was literally crammed with 
jteople. I counted at one time while I was waiting no 
less than seventeen persons (solicitors and their clerks 
all huddled together), and when I state, as I do now, 
that these seventeen persons had to stand together in 



a small apartment, which was supplied with only bor- 
rowed light, which had no ventilation whatever, and 
which was only about ninety inches long by seventy 
inches wide, and that 1 was myself obliged to remain 
there for an hour and a quarter, I think I have made 
good my statement that the accommodation afforded is 
“ really scandalous.” 

I therefore beg, through you, to direct the attention 
of the Royal Commissioners to this matter in the Lope 
that something may be done to remedy the inconve- 
nience, and remove all just cause of complaint. 

I am, dear sir, your faithful servant, 

J OHN P. K A VAN AGE. 

R. J. Lane, esq., Secretary. 



Registry of Deeds Office, 
6th December, 1879. 

Sir, — As the officials of the Registry of Deeds 
Office have been informed that the Royal Commis- 
sioners will receive communications from them with 
regard to the working of the department, I, as one 
of them, would wish to make a few remarks on a point 
that 1ms already been referred to by the Registrar on 
page 1 40 of the report already issued. I allude to the 
insufficient accommodation and unhealthiness of the 
building in which we are located. It may be accepted 
as a proof, I think, that the office is unhealthy, when 
within the past twenty years out of a staff of sixty- 
five clerks, fifteen have died, the great majority of 
these being young men. and the chief cause of death 
chest disease in some form or another. The causes of 
this unhealthiness are, I tliink, chiefly four, viz. : — 

1. Overcrowding. 

2. Insufficient ventilation. 



3. The effluvia from an immense quantity of old 
liurcbmont volumes in the rooms where we are at work. 

4. The system of heating by liot-water pipes. 

By far the most defective parts of tho place in theae 
respects arc the public and official searching rooms, of 
which I can apeak from experience, my post for eleven 
years having been constantly in one of them. 

I do not tbiuk that this great drawback to the effi- 
ciency of the department has been sufficiently dwelt 
upon, and it is in tho hope that these remarks may 
add force to the suggestions of Mr. Dwyer, and hasten 
the much-needed alterations in the building, that I 
trouble you with them. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Josu. Ramsay, Clerk (2nd class). 

li. J. Lane, esq., Q.c., Secretary, 

Registry of Deeds Commission. 



Correspondence in reference to getting Copies of Maps on Memorials. 



In consequence of a complaint by Mr. Horace Wilson, of No. 94, Lower Gar diner-street, Dublin, solicitor, of hi3 
not being able to get tracings of maps on memorials in the office, he was requested to send a statement of any 
inconvenience to which he had been subjected, in reply to which he wrote as follows : — 



94, Lower Gardiner-street, 
1st May, 1879. 



A correspondent wrote to me to get a copy of a 
certain memorial and of the map. thereon for a client of 
his. Some years before seven membei-s of the client’s 
family had divided a plot offreehold into seven plots, 
and executed a deed referring to the plots as set out in 
the maps on the deed and memorial. His client 
had not the deed and did not know his rights. I got 
a copy of the memorial hut was not allowed to make 
a tracing of the map, nor could the office supply one, 
the copy memorial was therefore simply useless. 

My tracing was taken from me by Mr. Ray. The 
poor man (it was only a question of six acres) could 
not obtain a knowledge of his rights, yet the deed and 
memorial were not in any way defective or irregular. 



Horace Wilson. 



Temple Chambers, 19, Eustace-street, 
Dublin, 24th November, 1879. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Commissioners to say 
that it has been represented to them, that in case of a 
map being upon or attached to a memorial no copy o 
the map is given, or allowed to be taken, with the 
copy of tho memorial, the Commissioners, if such a 
practice exists, are anxidus to know the cause of 
whether many applications have been made for sue 
copies, and whether any complaints have been ma e 
of inability \o get them. 

They would ask you to have the goodness to y 
whether maps are often annexed to memorials, on 
how many of the memorials of this year have had su 
maps upon or annexed to them, or refer in the J 
of them to maps upon the deeds. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 

The Registrar of Deeds, 

Henrietta-street 
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Registry of Deeds Office, Dublin. 

26th November, 1879. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of 24th inat, I beg to 
gay that we do not give copies of the maps attached to 
memorials, or allow copies of them to be taken under 
any circumstances. To give copies of the maps would 
require specially trained clerks in the office for the 
purpose, and to allow the outside public to copy them 
would subject the memorials to tho risk of being 
blotted, and otherwise injured and defaced. The 
original memorial is always available for inspection, 
and ready to be produced in Court when required. 

So far sis I am aware the applications for such copies 



are extremely rare, and 1 have not heard of more than 
one complaint of inability to get them. 

Maps are not often annexed to memorials. To 
ascertain “ how many memorials of this year have had 
such maps upon or annexed to them, or refer in the 
body of them to maps upon the deed," would neces- 
sitate the examination of over 16,000 memorials.* 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. F. Dwyer, Registrar. 
The Secretary, Registry of Dec Is Commission. 



• It was consequently not required.— K.J.L. 



lIlsOELUA' 

NEOUS. 



Extract from Letter sent to the Registrar of Deeds. 



7th November, 1879. 

Sir, — I have been directed by the Commissioners, 
to request you to have the goodness to send them for 
their guidance, a statement of the changes in the staff 
and arrangement of your office, which you think would 
be required : — 

1st. — If the changes proposed in their report of the 
12th August last, are carried out. 



2nd. — If the system of registration at present 
pursued in tho office, is continued. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Richard Jas. Lake, Secretary. 
The Registrar of Deeds. 



Statement as requested by Commissioners’ Letter of 7th November, 1879. 

The above additions would not involve anv change in 
the staff or arrangements of the office. 

In reply to the second question. If the present 
system of registration be continued no changes in 
the staff and arrangements of this department will be 
necessary. I have indicated in my reply to Return 
No. 8 of the returns furnished by* roe to the Com- 
missioners, on 15th .Tune, 1878, and which will be 
found at page 126 of their Report, the circumstances 
under which additions, permanent or otherwise, to 
the staff of this department would be needful. 

M. F. Dwyer, Registrar. 
Registry of Deeds Office, Dublin, 

8th November, 1879. 



9th December, 1S79. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Commissioners to ask 
you to send me, at your earliest couvenience, copies of 
sixty consecutive abstracts of recent elate, 1 which may 
be taken to represent a fair average day’s work in the 
office. 

T am also desired to ask you to send me a return 
giving the dates of the first appointments, and of the 
several promotions, respectively, of all the clerks and 
officers in the Registry of Deeds Office. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 

The Registrar of Deeds, 

Henrietta-sfcreet. 



t Theac copies, afterwards sent in, took up 32 pages, in a parchment book, 13 J in. by 10J in., and were in the present form of the 
Abstract Rook, as follows : — R.J.L. 



Year and Day of 
Registering. 

\ olumeof the Year, 

of the Memorial. 


Name of 
the 

Instrument. 


Date of 
the 

Instrument- 


Names of the Grantors, and one 
or more Grantees. 


Consideration. 


Name. Description, 
and Situation 
of the Pre:ntic«. 


General Nature of the 
Instrument, whether 
Trust, Marriage 
5ettIrtncat.Moitip5e.or 
Absolute Conference. 


Grantor. 


Grantee. 


Fines, Term. 


1878. 31. 80. 

4th January. 


Marriage 

Settlement. 


187*. 
June 3. 


Robert, John, . 
Cullen, Win., . 


Jackson. J„ and 


Consideration. 


Claregnlway, with its 
subs.. Bo. Clare, Co. 


Marriage Settlement 



R 2 
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The changes recommended by the Royal Com- 
missioners in their Report of 12 th August, which 
appear to me as likely to cause any material or specific 
increase in the business of the Registry of Deeds 
Office, are the following : — 

1st. — The comparison of the copy of the Instrument 
with the Instrument itself — and of attested copies of 
same as required from time to time. 

2nd. — The identification of the lands with the Ord- 
nance Denomination, more particularly before regis- 
tration. 

3rd. — The registration of Caveats, Wills, Lis 
Pendens, Crown Bonds, &c. 

4th. — Having to enter the lands under about 63,000 
different headings, as proposed for the Land Index, 
instead of 8,700 headings as at present, would increase 
the labour in this branch of the business, inasmuch as 
the process of distribution would be more minute and 
elaborate. 

In reply to first query, therefore, I consider that an 
addition of from ten to twelve staff clerks at least, would 
be necessary to meet the increased labour arising 
under the above several heads, mostly from com- 
parisons. 

The higher ministerial duties of the Recording 
Officer, in reference to past transactions, would, I 
presume, after the remission of the boohs of the 
Record of Title Office to this department, devolve 
upon the Registrar of Deeds, who would probably 
require the assistance of a clerk in connexion with 
this class of Records. An additional hook porter, 
or perhaps two, would probably be also necessary. 






REGISTRY OF DEEDS, IRELAND. ' 3 

Rctcbn of Dates of Appointments and of Promotions, reapeetirely. of Officers and Clerks, pursuant to direction from Royal Commissioners, 

9th December, 1879. 
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Miscklla- Fee Stamps and Duty Stamps at present Paid in the Registry of Deeds Office. 



XEOU8. n \ jt E es directed to bo taken in the Office under 

2 & 3 Wm. IV, c. S7, (Schedule B). but which 

are now paid by Stamps, under 27 & 2S Vic., 
c. 76, s. 3. 

s. d. 

Upon every Memorial received into the Office, 
except the Memorial next mentioned, at 
the Time of the Delivery thereof to bo 
registered : 

Where such Memorial shall contain not more 
than Seven Folios, each of Seventy-two 



words, . . • • • .80 

Above Seven. 

For every additional Folio, or part of a 

Folio, 0 C 

And for the name of every Grantor beyond 
the first Grantor, . .03 

For every separate Denomination of Land which 
shall have to l>e separately entered in the 
Index lioyond the first, . .03 

For every Second Certificate of Registry or 
special Certificate cf Registry, if the 
same shall not exceed a Folio of Seventy 
{sic) words, . . . . .06 

And every additional Folio thereof, or part 

of a Folio, . . . . : 0 C 

Upon every Memorial of a Civil Bill Decree, . 2 0 

Entering the Dissolution of an anonymous 

Partnership, . . . .00 

Eutering Certificate of Satisfaction of a Mort- 
gage, 5-0 

From every Person making Searches 'in the 
Office, including the Liberty of taking 
Notes or Abstracts, each day, . .26 

For every original Memorial or Affidavit pro- 
duced fur Inspection in the Office, . 0 6 
For Common Searches made by the Office under 
a Reipiisition, upon Names, for any 
period not exceeding Ten years, for each 
different Surname, . . . .26 

For every additional Ten years or fractional 

Part of Ten years, . . . .26 



And upon Lands, the like Fees for each 
Denomination or alius Denomination of 
Land commencing with a different initial 
Letter. 

When both Names and Lands arc stated in a 
Requisition, the Party desiring the 
Search may direct it to he confined to 
either the Lauds or Names. 

For every Copy of an Abstract of a Memorial 
whether contained in a Certificate of 
Search, or otherwise, . . . .10 



Making certified or negative Search upon a 
Requisition, upon Names, for any period 
not exceeding Ten years, for each differ- 
ent Surname required, . . , 5 a 

For every additional Year beyond Ten years, 0 G 
And upon Lands, the like Fees for each 
Denomination or alias Denomination of 
Land commencing with a diflcrent initial 
Letter. 

For each Copy of any Memorial or Certificate 
not exceeding Three Folios (including 
the Search for such Memorial and Cer- 
tificate of the Officer, on the Copy), . l g 
And for every additional Folio or part of a 

Folio beyond Three Folios, . . q j 

Attending to produce any Memorial or Memor- 
ials in Dublin, each day, for each cause 6 8 
The like, out of Dublin; . . . , 13 4 

And for every Day, beyond a Se.cond Day, .13 4 
And for the expenses of travelling to and 
from any Place at which such attendance 
shall lie required, for every Mile, . .08 

(2.) Fees relating to Recorded Neoxtiye 
Searches is prescribed by the Scheduie 
appended to 11 & 12 Vic., c. 120. 

8. d. 

For every attested Copy of a Search recorded, 
pursuant to this Act, in the Office of 
Registrar of Deeds, or the Certificate 
thereof, when such Copy shall not exceed 
Three Folios of Seventy-two words, . 1 0 
When such Copy shall exceed Three Folios, 

for every Folio, . . . . 0 i 

For Liberty to Search the Hook or Books in the 
Office of the Registrar of Deeds con- 
taining the Recorded Copies of Negative 
Searches, ..... 10 

(3.) For every Vacate of Building Societies 
Mortgage (pursuant to 37 & 38 Via, cap 
42 j sec. 42, and Friendly Societies Act, 

1875, 3S <k 3'J Via, cap. 60, sea 16), . 2 G 

(4.) Stamp Duties. 

For every Memorial, . . . , 2 G 

For every Affidavit of a Witness to a Deed, . 2 6 

For every Copy or Extract of any Memorial 

attested or in any manner authenticated, 1 0 



Heading 

No. 346. 

Repve Church 

Body & ors 
to 

Williams 

and 

Williams 

or 

Johnson 

to 

Repve Church 
Body <fe ors 

Reg". 15th September, 1864, at 20 mV af. 
o’clock. 



and Endorsement. 

No. 4025. 

Registry op Deeds Office. 



Thompson, 

pit. 

Edwards, 

deft. 



Copy 

Affidavit 

of 

Judg* 

with 

Certificate 

of 

Satisfaction 

annexed. 



For which Transcribers at present are not paid. 
ties answers No. 980 and 1046. -iv> 
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Registry of Deeds Office, Dublin, 

lfitli December, 1S79. 

To the Secretary of the Registry of Deeds Com- 
mission. 

Sir — Having been informed by the Registrar of 
Deeds, that your Commissioners were prepared to re- 
ceive suggestions relative to the organisation of the 
department b om any of the officers connected with it, I 
avail myself of the opportunity of expressing my views 
on the subject with special reference to the recommen- 
dations contained in The Commissioners’ First Report. 

The principal of these, which affect the official pro- 
cedure, is that, by which a lull copy of the Deed, 
accompanied by an abstract of it, confined to the sta- 
tutory requirements for registration, both certified to 
be correct by the party requiring such registration, 
should form the ground work for officiiil action. 

That the copy of the Deed shall he, entirely, and the 
abstract only, partially, compared with the original 
instrument left in the department for that purpose, 
and subsequently returned to the party who left it. 

That the Ordnance Survey names be exclusively 
used for the purposes of registration. 

TJie partial comparison of the Abstract with the 
Deed will not enable the officials to determine whether 
the Deed can be accepted, inasmuch as they will be 
obliged to refer to some statutable standard for the 
precise spelling of the Ordnance Survey names, which 
latter must be in the strictest Lexicographical order. 

Let it be supposed that a name were written Anagh- 
gopple instead of Annaghgoppel, the first of these not 
appearing on the standard list of names, should either 
be searched for, and the true name discovered, or imme- 
diately the Deed rejected without any search. 

Therefore, a comparison with this standard must 
necessarily be the first step after registration, and then 
a comparison of the abstract with the Deed. 

The next step would be to ascertain how many of the 
parties had executed the Deed, aud luid affidavits veri- 
fying sucji execution,* and some special mark should 
then be made to denote tbis, in order to prepare the 
Indexes, unless the abstract furnished should only con- 
tain as Grantors, those whose executions hud been 
proved. 

After all these matters were disposed of, two essen- 
tial particulars, namely, the arrangement of the parties, 
and the general nature of the instrument, remain with- 
out any official cognizance, and, yet, the Certificate 
of Registration, written on the Deed, is to be con- 
clusive evidence of everything having been correctly 
carried out.f 

I therefore suggest that the Abstract be entirely, and 
not partially revised, and that the Certificate of Regis- 
tration be written or impressed on a copy of the ab- 
stract attached to the Deed, otherwise it might be 
misleading. 

I consider it a mistake to suppose that the party 
requiring registration is, in all cases, the only one 
interested in its accuracy. 

For instance a settlement or other trust convey- 
ance may relate to several properties, and be of 
diverse actions, a party registering such a Deed might 
only have regard to the interest of those for whom 
he might he concerned, and frame his abstract ac- 
cordingly. 

Under these circumstances it would be dangerous to 
act on tho supposition that — “ No one could be injured 
by an omission or mistake but the person who made 
it, for os regards other persons afterwards dealing with 
the same lands, by registered assurance, the prior in- 
strument would simply be unregistered as regards the 
omitted grantor, or parcel of land.” (See Rep., p. xxix., 
par. 5.) 

The comparison of the abstract with the Deed in 
all its particulars, would require three skilled persons 
to execute them properly, besides three juniors to hold 
the abstracts. 

* Snmm»rr to First Report, No. 8. 

* | Summary to First Report, No. 20. 



The preparation of tho official day book and abstract Misce/.ia- 
book would be vastly facilitated, and would require to xeous 

be compared only against the abstract, as furnished by 

the public, and not against the memorial as at present, ••’uggeation?, 
The omission of the sixth column of the abstract &e '> fr " m Mr. 
containing consideration, rent, term, <fcc., will render A ' M Da} '' 
applications for liberty to peruse the entire deed, vastly 
more numerous than if retained even as optional. 

The next step will be the comparison of the copy of 
the Deed with the original instrument, and although 
this presents no further difficulty than verbal com- 
parison, yet from the amount of this latter, it will 
be an enormous addition to the work devolving upon 
the establishment. 

At the present rate of registering, I think it would 
occupy scarcely less than sixteen persons daily, who 
should be located in different parts of the building, to 
effect isolation, in order that one set of comparers 
should not disturb the others, nor interfere with the 
remainder of the staff engaged at other work. 

I think this might be very much lessened by con- 
stituting the documents registered as the primary evi- 
dence of the transaction, and accepting the abstact fur- 
nished as correctly representing it, at the peril of the 
parties registering. 

It might be optional with tho parties to furnish one 
or more verified counterparts or even copies, each ac- 
companied by a copy of the abstract, on these latter 
the certificates of registration should be written, as 
before mentioned, aud attached to the counterparts, or 
copies, when returned to the party, hut having been 
previously impressed with an official die of a similar 
number aud date, to identify them, the one with the 
other, aud with the registered document. My reason 
for placing the Certificate of Registration on the 
Abstract, aud not on tho Deed, is, to acquaint those 
perusing the Deed how for it is correctly represented 
on the Registry. Under the present system, strictly 
speaking, no one can he adequately informed on the 
subject without having au official copy of the memorial 
accompanying every Deed iu au Abstract of Title. 

See paper furnished to your committee in November, 

187S, par. 22, 23, 2-1, 25 (infra, p. 12S). 

If desirable I would furnish documents as examples 
of the method for carrying out this proposal. 

The next stage in the process of registration would 
be the 

Index of Xamea. 

The form of this index, ns proposed in the Com- 
missioners’ report, is identical with the prospective 
dictionary arrangement at present in use, excepting 
that it embraces only five years instead of ten, as at 
present, and therefore will require little, if any, addi- 
tional derical labour. 

The opinions expressed in the evidence as to a draft 
prospective index being likely to confuse unpractised 
persons, would have been forcibly illustrated by a 
name admitting of several spellings, such as Bailey, 

Bayly, Bailie, Bayley, Connolly, Conolly, Connelly, 
these two names would beunder seven separate headings 
in a Lexicographical arrangement. 

I have largely referred to this part of the subject, which 
is of vital importance, in the paper before mentioned, 
par. 39 to 40 (infra, p. 12S), and suggested an annual 
reconstruction of the sectional arrangement, so as to 
meet the difficulty as to unpractised persons, and 
further hi par. 4S-49 (infra, p. 129) proposed that a 
guide index, comprising a list of all the surnames 
appearing in a dictionary index, should be prefixed to 
each volume, without which, no such index is as safe. 

The Zand Index. ■ 

In this index your Commissioners have recom- 
mended considerable additions to the present form as 
prescribed by the statute, viz : — The date of registra- 
tion, the date of the instrument, the names of all the 
grantors, and the general nature of the instrument. 
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Miscklla- To compile this index, as mentioned in the report, 

" neous. und keep it in duplicate, both properly checked, 

would require an addition to the number of persons 

already engaged at that duty. I should say about 
four more. 

1 apprehend that it "would be found impracticable to 
proceed without first opening headings for each of the 
1)3,000 townlands, otherwise there would be great risk 
and delay in making the entries. If entered pro- 
miscuously, as proposed in the report (p. xl., par. 2), 
the sub-index at the commencement of each volume 
would, in a year or two, form a tedious search of 
itself, and, I fear, would ultimately result in inex- 
tricable confusion. 

I suggest that the Ordnance Survey mimes should 
be tried for the first quinquennial period on one set 
of the Lands Index only, as it is a hazardous experiment 
to alter an entire system at once ; if, then, it be found 
to work well, tbe present names could then be entirely 
discarded in the next series. 

I also suggest the omission of the two dates and the 
general nature of the instrument, as these particulars 
are easily found when required in the abstract book 
as mentioned in tbe report respecting the Names 
Index (p. xxix, par. 4), also the omission of any grantors 
more than the first three, stating in these latter cases 
only and “ another ” and “ others," if required. 

This would minimise the references to the abstract in 
large districts, such ns Merrion, Sandymount, Bally- 
niacarrett, which appears to be the principal object to 
l)p attained, by adding all the grantors ; in fact, the 
reference to the abstract is so very easy as to render the 
necessity for enlarging the index questionable, except- 
ing to meet these extreme cases for which the addition 
of the “ Page of the Day Book " in the present index 
was intended to provide. 

The Reconstruction of the Index of Names from 1800 
to 1832. 

This duty will more than absorb any persons that 
may be disengaged by the preparation of the abstracts 
being thrown upon the public. 



It is a formidable but necessary improve meat. I re . 
fen-ed to it in the paper before mentioned (infra, p. 120 
par. 51), and furnished specimens of the present, and’ 
proposed forms, so as to illustrate by contrast 
utility of the latter. 

To perform this duty adequately it will be necessary 
to peruse every memorial registered during the periud 
embraced, in order to form a preparatory day book or 
at least a reference sheet, in which, opposite to every 
number, would be every county, city, or corporate 
town in which any of the premises granted are 
situate. (Evid. No. 1G3G-9 ; 1G46-51, 1st report.) 

All these particulars are already contained in tbo 
dormant uncomparod abstract library of this period. 

It would occupy veiy little more time if, instead of 
preparing u day book or reference sheet as before men- 
tioned as necessary for the compilation of this index 
that these already prepared abstracts from 1800 to 
1828 should be compared, and thus effect two pur- 
poses, viz. : the reconstruction of these Names Indexes, 
also providing a revised repertory of the contents of 
the registry for those early periods as a reference both 
from the Lands and Names Indexes, instead of 
having at present those indexes referring to the old 
and imjreriect trauscript books, so much objected to. 

I would earnestly call attention of your Commis- 
sioners to this course, as attended with true economy 
and tenfold utility. 

If registration of deeds ceased every day at two 
o'clock, and all deeds registered on the same day were 
of equal priority, it would enable par-ties to close their 
transactions with greater facility. 

The time prescribed will not admit of my advert- 
ing to many other branches of the subject. 

Hoping your Commissioners will overlook many 
imperfections in this hastily prepared paper, 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Arthur M. Day. 



Paragraphs of Paper referred to in the above letter. 



22. To meet the anticipated objection, it was proposed 
in the. same pamphlet to discontinue the memorial, 
und substitute a full copy or duplicate of the or-iginal 
deed in book form similar to that proposed by 13 & 14 
Vic., c. 72, s. 46. 

23. The undue acquaintance of uninterested parties 
with the contents of the Deed, could be prevented, 
by having an abstract in the form as in the schedule 
D before mentioned, to which could be prefixed the 
names and additions of the several parties as set out 
in the Deed — which being signed by the party requir- 
ing registration, and duly proved should operate os 
the “precept” for registration. (Seep. 129, infra.) 

24. These precepts should be prepared by the public 
in duplicate on parchment of a prescribed size, having 
printed headings and columns, or if desirable they 

mid bo altogether printed, but many consider printing 
•'» parchment not as durable as manuscript, otherwise 
ilie Deeds themselves could be advantageously planted, 
ami the number of copies thus procurable ultimately 
result in a saving of expense to those concerned. 

25. The Certificate of Registration should he 
indorsed on the duplicate precept and returned 
to the juirty who registered the Deed, which would 
at once show how far registration were complete, 
or otherwise, and thus remove the objection already 
alluded to, as existing in the present system. This 
certificate should be accompanied with the impression 
of an official stamp, or die, not capable of bain* re- 
moved to other instruments, the Deed also should be 
similarly stamped. 



39. The method lulopted for the compilation of this 
Decennial “ prospective " Index is the most effectual 
that could bo devised. 

40. Previous to the commencement of the period 
intended to he embraced there is provided a blank 
skeleton Index, in which the surnames and titles 
which have appeared on the preceding register are all 
set out under separate divisions, leaving spaces for 
each, “ estimated " by the number of entries usually 
appearing under that head for ton years, the Deeds are 
then entered in this Index immediately after registra- 
tion. 

41. But notwithstanding all this care and previsioo, 

experience shows that it is “ impossible ” to arrange 
names in dictionary order, for so long a period as ten 
years “ prospectively," inasmuch as the spaces left for 
the names ar-e often insufficient and become blocked, 
thus rendering it necessary to transfer “separate 
names ” from one part of the book to another, or per- 
haps even to supplemental books, and also as “ new 
names ” and “ titles," and especially “ new companies, 
will occur which have “not" been provided for, and 
so defy all efforts to preserve au unbroken Index, thus 
rendering this “ Draft Index ” an unsuitable exponent 
of so important a record as -the dealings in landed 
property in Ireland, and dangerous as a medium of 
search eveu in experienced hands. . 

42. This Draft Index, although used in official 
searching, is not allowed into the hands of the public, 
who are consequently obliged to labour through the 
sectional arrangement, so “'monstrously cumbrous, as 
before described. 
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43. Tliis latter disadvantage is the more apparent 
when it is considered that there are usually more per- 
sons of the' public making their own searches than 
there are officials so employed. 

44. Under these circumstances the annual recon- 
struction of the Names Index, as proposed in the 1S5S 
Pamphlet, page 7, and shortly described in a previous 
paragraph, is a “ positive necessity," and as the entries 
under each surname would appear without either 
blanks or transfers, as in the Prosjiective Decennial 
Index, it would combine tlie advantages of being more 
suitable for official searching, and also affording to the 
public who make their own searches a “ dictionary ” 
arrangement instead of a “sectional" one, during the 
current decennial period, so as often, in this latter 
case, to reduce the time occupied from an hour to Jive 
minutes. 

45. These annual reconstructions could “ now ” be 
prepared with the greatest facility from the “ Draft 
Prospective Decennial Index” already described, as 
the entries under every surname are annually divided 
by their having the “year of Registry" opposite to 
each in consecutive order, therefore involving mere 
transcription and comparison from these books. This 
could be illustrated by having a section of one of the 
letters of the alphabet prepared for a year on a few 
sheets of paper, which would occupy only a few days 
in preparation, and thus afford more opportunity of 
judging its utility if carried into effect. 

4b. With these “ simple alterations " in the present 



system, the “Names Index Department” would be- 
come perfectly effectual, in the “ current Decennial 
period ” in which “only" any important defect exists. 
• • • » * 

48. Before closing this part of the subject, it may 
be well to allude to another suggestion. That to every 
Index of parties' names which is arranged into “ dic- 
tionary order " it would lie well to prefix a list of all 
the surnames appearing on the volume, and the page 
or pages where the entries under each name are to be 
found. 

49. The object of these additions was to warn per- 
sons searching of the various spellings of the same 
name, many of which are often widely separated in 
the Index from each other, such as the following : — 

Blauey or Blayney — Blain or Blane. 

Bagenal or Baguall or Bagnell — Beuuison or 
Bcnison. 

Bermiugham or Birmingham. (See Evid., supra, 
No. 58G-7.) 

51. It was also suggested that the improvements 
already carried out in the modem Indexes, by adding 
to each entry the County, City, or Town in which any 
premises granted were situated, should also be gradually 
applied to the old Indexes, in any consolidation thereof, 
pursuant to the 33rd section of the Act, thereby 
enabling a person to reject all references “ not relating” 
to the County or City after which he was searching. 
The following example will illustrate the nature of this 
proposal : — 
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Example of Old Form of Names Index. 



Grantor. 


Grantee. 


1 Reference to Transcript Boole. 


Hamilton, John, I 


Power, 


Book. 

538 1 


Page. 

32<> 


Number. 

592.34G 




Smith, 


539 


29 


593,248 


" 


Holmes, . 


539 


ISC 


593,429 



The same Entries as they would appear in Suggested Form. 



Grantor. 


Grantee. 


County. City, or Corporate Town 
in which any Premises grunted 
arc situate. 


General 


Reference to Transcript Book and 
number of Abstract. 


Hamilton, John, .... 


Power, . 
Smith, . 
Holmes, 


Cork Co., . 

Wicklow, Dublin Co., 

Cork Co., Toughal, . . . 1 


G 


Book. 
1 538 

539 
539 


Page. 
320 : 
29 

186 1 


ffi)2.34fi 

593.248 

593.429 



Form of Precept and Abstract proposed by Mr. A. M. Day. (See Evid., Nos. 517 and 629.) 

Precept by which I require the 1 
Deed herewith lodged to be L 
placed on the Registry. J 



And which Deed is made between A. B. of &c., of 1st part ; C. D. of &c., of the 2nd part] E. F. of itc., of the 3rd part. 

As witness my hand this day of 1862. 

Witness present, A. B., C. D., or E. F. (or such person as would now lie 

G. H., W. A. entitled to sign and seal a Memorial). 



Registering 
Volume ot 
the Year and 
Number of 
the Deed. 


°:£r 


Name, of all the 
Grantors with erery 
alias upon which 
an entry should 
ho mado. 


NameiofaUtho 


Consi- 
ders dun 


Nam os by which Linds 
granted or affected 
by Hoed are known, 
and by which they are 

entered on Registry, 


Barony if in a 
Pariah If in a 
City or 

Corporals Town, 
in which each 
Dauomiaation is 


County, City, or 
Corporate Towa 
in which each 
Denomination or 
Tenement is 


Number of 
Ordnance 
Shell where 
Lands and 


Name of Towniand, 

or Street or other 
deewiptios if in 
a City or Corporate 
Towa. by wbfehnch 
Ordnance Surrey, 


of the* 1 ’"' 












. . ■ 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS COMMISSION. 



MlSUKUA- 
X HOI’S. 



22nd November, 1879. 



Sm, — In tlie course of tlio inquiries now in progress 



I enclose, according to your request, copies of three 
of such deeds us would bo required to be copied, pi* 
pared in a different way and size ; and of these the 



under this Commission, tlve application of pictography tliink, that copies of half size wonldlf 

or plmtorincograpliy, to tlio purposes oj the <>mee ot J)(11 . fpctly legible, Ixi tlio most convenient. 



Registry of Deeds, for indexing, copying, and printing ■ qq ie ( j,>euniaiits ti> be copied would in general ho 
in \ moks, has been brought prominently under m ^dei-ably clean, and there would not be any colouring 
notice of the Commissioners. thorn. The largest size of documents would he 

They understand that both by yourself personally, a ^ ont 04 \ )y 20, but. the ordinary size would lie about 
and by the department over which you preside, it lias jg j, y 12 . This average immlier of deeds to lie copied 
been extensively used and carefully tested ; and, there- ^ j J0 about sixty, 

fore, before coming to any conclusion respecting it, 



they have desired me to ask you to have the goodness 
to let me know, for their information, your opinion 
respecting it, as regards its suitability for the purposes 
above mentioned, and particularly the permanency of 
the writing made by means of it, cither alone or in 
unison with any other process. In fact for any obser- 
vations or suggestions which your experience suggests, 
they will feel much obliged. 



I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 

Colonel A. C. Cooke, R.E., 

Director-General, Ordnance Survey, 

Southampton. 



1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 
Colouel A. C. Cooke, 

C.B., R..E., Director-General, Ordnsuice 



Survey, Southampton. 



Ordnance Survey Office, 
Southampton. 24th November, 1879. 

Siu, — With reference to your letter of the 22nd inst., 
•inking my opinion os to the applicability of photo- 
graphy or photozincography, to the purpose of regis- 
tering deeds, 1 beg to say that the applicability of 
those processes depends, in a great measure, upon the 
nature of the documents to lie copied, and of tlio result 
desired. 

I should be in a better position to give you a deci- 
sive opinion on the subject if you could let me have 



Ordnance Survey Office, 
Southampton, 22nd December, 1879. 

Siu, — With reference to your letter, forwarding 
three specimens of deeds. I have had photozincographs 
made of one of them to a scale of one-lialf, as sug- 
gested in your letter, and also to a scale of two-thirds, 
as the writing on the former scale, although quite 
legible with a magnifying glass, is rather small for 
reading with the naked eye. 

The only portion of the deed which bus not been 
reproduced satisfactorily is tlio first signature, and the 
reason of this is that the writing of the original is in 
blue ink, a colour not favourable to photography. 

I forward a statement of tlio cost of both sizes, by 
winch you will seo that the cost of six copies on the 
largo size is Gs. 2d. per jiage; that of one copy, 5s. 9 if. 

I believe tlio pbotozincograpliie process is the best 
adapted to tlio purpose. The copies produced bv it 
arc permanent, and will never fade. They are fac- 
similes, anil there is, therefore, no possibility of any 
error creeping in. 

If one copy only were required, this could be made 



specimen of oue of the deeds, or of a similar document, a m ther cheaper rata by supplying a silver pr 
and inform me whether an exact or a reduced copy is taken by photography, the cost of which would lie 3 *. 
required. Ctd., as against 5s. 9rZ. for tlio photozincogrupb ; hut if 

The special points that it is desirable to know arc, t ] ie number required amounted to four tlie cost would 

whether tlie documents to be reproduced have nay l>e greater than for the photozincographs, beiug Gs. 6 d., 

colouring on them, whether they will be tolerably |l3 ngnjjmt Gs. 

clean, tjio largest size anyone is likely to lie, and 'lie Tn a p ot j, ev respects photozincographs are superior to 
extent of the reduction in size of the copy, if any. photographs, us the former are permanent, whilst the 

Also, it is desirable to know approximately wliat latter are liable to fade after a longer or shorter period, 

' c ‘ »-i— - t ~ v- -.1 depending upon the care that has been taken in their 

production. 

The cost of producing six copies is not much more 



number of copies are likely to be required. 

I am, sir, your obedient servaut, 

A. C. Cooke, 

Colonel R. E., Director-General. 
Ordnance Survey. 



The Secretary, Registry of Deeds 
Commission, Dubliu. 



than that of producing one. It seems, therefore, pre- 
ferable to print six copies off at once, rather than to 
print one, and possibly have to reproduce the whole at 
a later date , 

If tlie glass plates were preserved, copies could be 
supplied from them without further reference to the 
original, in which case the cost of the plate, • 
2d. for the large size, would have to be added to the 
total cost. . 

If the large deed were reduced to two-tliiids the cost 
pci page would probably be about four times that o 
a page of the one photozincographed. The indorse- 
Sm, — Having laid your letter of the 24th ult. before me nts ou the back of the deed would be equal to about 
the Commissioners, I am directed by them to say in t wo , )n „es. 

reply, that as a rule one copy only would be required Tlio small deed would probably be reduced to 14 x 11 
iu tlie first instance, for the purpose of being preserved inches and tlie cost per page would then be as given 
a permanent record iu tlie office ; but 11 s parties fre- ^ the 'estimate— in column B. 



2nd December, 1879. 



I return the three deeds with the two photozinco 
graphs that I have hud made. 



queutlv require single copies, and ofteu after the lapse 
of many years, the Commissioners propose to pro- 
vide for the supply of such copies, either by printing 
in the first instance, say six copies to he kept in store, 
or by, from time to time, photographing the deed as 
< :ojiies may be s o required, whichever might b e considered 
tin- more convenient course, and they would be glad 
t*. have the advantage .of your opinion as to which is The Secretary, the Registry of Deeds 
• .’turn hie. Commission, Dublin. 
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Ordnance Survey Office, 

Southampton, IStli December, 1S70. 



Estimated Cost of Photoziucographing Deeds, 
per page. 



Dwmiplinn of Uio Work. 


SWc of S 


egativos. 


10X13 inches 


Uxll inchts 

<B.) 


Taking die Negative ami making the 


£ t. i. 


£ t. d. 


Carbon Transfer, including material, . 
Transferring to Zinc anil printing one 


o s e 


0 3 0 


»nr. 


0 2 3 


0 2 3 




0 . » 


0 5 3 


Cost of each additional copy, . 


(l 0 1 


0 1) ] 


Cost ol six copies of one page, 


o i; 2 


OSS 


Total cost of one copy of the Deed. 


1 14 G 


1 1) G 


Total cost of six copies of the Deed, 


1 17 0 


i n ii 


Value of Glass Plates, .... 


U 3 3 


0 2 7 



17th January, I860. 

8 IB, — T lx-g to acknowledge tlje receipt of your 
letter of the 22nd ult.. accompanied by the deeds sent 
you, and two photzineogrnpliic copies of one of them. 

Having laid your letter, the copies prepared by you, 
and your estimate ef the cost of producing them, before 
the Commissioners, I am directed to convey to you 
their best thunks for the valuable information you have 
afforded tliem. 

I am now desired by the Commissioners to request 
you to have the goodness to inform them what staff 
would be required to photograph and print bv pho- 
tozincography, a daily average of sixty deeds of three 
pages each, of the same size as the larger copy printed 
l.y you ; and also what may he estimated as the cost 
of materials on the assumption that the glass plates 
could bo used again from time to time, and the zinc 
plates not preserved. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. J. Lane, Secretary. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Cooke, R.E., Southampton. 



Ordnance Survey Office, 

Southampton, 5th February, 1880. 

Sir, — In compliance with the request of the Registry 
of Deeds Commissioners communicated in your letter 
of the 17th ultimo, I enclose an estimate of the stall 
that would be required to photograph and print by 
photozincography a daily average of sixty deals of 
three pages each, showing also the probable cost of the 
necessary materials. 

I enclose also an estimate of the plant that would 
be required to do the specified amount of work. 



The cost, as now given, is rather less than that 
furnished in my letter of the 22nd of Decemlier. The 
reason of this is the large numlier of photozincographs 
for which the present estimate is made, allows of sub- 
division of labour and consequent economy. 

I aui, Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) A. C. Cooke, Colonel R. E., 
Director-Generul. 

The Secretary, 

Registry of Deeds Commission, Dublin. 



Cc 



1 

I 

1 

1 

l 




jpytkg Deeds by Photozincography. — Estimate of the Number of Men ami Cost of Chemicals 
required to reproduce by photozincography sixty deeds, of three pages eacli=lS0 pages. Glasses 
16" by 12". 



Photography. 



Labourer to clean glassas, and assist in 
arranging pages ou board - 
Assistant to coat and sensitize the plates - 
Do. to arrange the pages on board and 
expose the plates .... 
Photographer to develop the plates and 

superintend 

Labourer to intensify and varnish the plates 



s. (I. 
4 0 
7 6 

7 (i 

10 0 

4 0 



iz. : 1 photographer, 2 assistants, 2 labourers 33 0 



Total number required to produce 180 pages 
daily (i.c. sixty deeds of three pages each), 

12 printers — 5 assistants 
12 labourers — 9 labourers graining 
1 Superintendent — Photography 
1 Do. — Printing 

3 

Estimated cost of materials for producing 180 
negatives and transfers at Is. Sd. each £15 0 0 
Transferring and printing one copy of each 

page — 180 pages - - - - 1 10 0 



£10 4 0 
- 10 0 
- 10 0 

20 0 



This party will, it is estimated, produce an average 
of thirty negatives daily. 

Total required to produce 1 80 negatives daily 
(i-e- to copy sixty deeds of three pages 
each), 6 photographers, 12 assistants, 12 
labourers £9 18 0 

Making Chromo-Carbon Transfers. 

} Labourer to prepare paper for transfers - 1 0 

i Do. assisting 10 

1 | Assistants to print, ink, and wash off fifteen 

transfers daily - - - . -9 44 

J Labourer to assist in planting, <fec. - - 1 0 

2 Total 12 4i 

To produce 180 transfers daily (i.e. copies of 

sixty deeds of three pages each), 15 assis- 
tants, 9 labourers - - - -£786 

Transferring to zinc, proving, mul printing. 

1 Printer will transfer and prove sixteen 

transfers (on four plates) - - - 7 6 

1 Labourer assisting - - - - - 4 0 

1 Assistant will cut and touch up thirty-six 

transfers daily - - - - - 6 0 

1 Grainer will grain 5 plates daily - - 4 0 



£16 10 0 

Additional estimated cost of producing five 
additional copies 

- -* i46 

Materials for producing 900 copies (or five 
copies of 180 pages) - - - ft 17 6 

Total, £19 2 0 

The total estimated cost of men and chemicals is 
about £45 per diem, or- 15s. per deed of three pages. 

If live additional copies are required, the total 
estimated cost is £48 per diem, or lCs. per deed of six 
copies. 

N.B. — Accommodation for photographers, printers. 
&C.. and storage is not included in the above estimate. 

It is probable that special buildings would Lave to 
Iw erected for photography; ami these should be 
designed so that the cameras and deeds could be readily 
transferred to the open air in dull weather, or so that 
the deed should be easily exposed to the full daylight. 
This is desirable, because in such weather it is often 
possible to photograph in the ojien air, when in conse- 
quence of the weakness of the light under glass m 
results can be there obtained. Probably acconiritrida 
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tion could be provided for the photographers, seven in 
number, with forty -eight assistants and labourers, at ft 
cost of about £3,000. 

The zincographic part of the process would be carried 
on by forty-five persons, with fifteen printing presses, 
and these would require to accommodate thorn, a 
superficial area, under cover of 3,000 square feet ; 
special buildings would not, however, be absolutely 
necessary in this case, as ordinary rooms could ho used ; 
nevertheless, it would doubtless be correct to charge a 
pev-centagc on their value against the work. 

It must be borne in mind that it is when ft cortaiu 
number of copies of any deed arc required that the 
economy of the process becomes striking. The cost of 
producing fifty copies of a deed would only exceed in 
ft trifling degree the cost of printing six copies. 

Abstract. 

Estimate of Expenditure per annum required to 
photozincograph daily (exclusive of Sundays) sixty 
deeds of three pages each, and to print thereof sixty 
copies, being a total per annum of 18,7S0 deeds or 
5G,340 pages to be copied, and a total of copies to 
be produced, of deeds 112,680, of pages, 338,040. 

£ s. d. 

Labour ...... 9,468 5 0 

Materials ------ 5,438 7 6 

Seven per cent, on the value of special 

buildings ..... 210 0 0 



Or per page, lO&tA 



Total, £15,116 12 G 
A. C. Cooke, Col. ILE. 



Estimated Cost of the Plant necessary to commence 
the work of copying deeds by photozincography, and 
of producing sixty copies of three pages each daily 
on plates 16 by 12 inches. 

Description of Plant. Rato. Amount. 



Photography. 

IS Cameras, 

I! Stnntls for ditto, 

IS la-iifies for ditto, . . 

IS Sets of frame work, 

IS Mahogany boards, 
fi Baths far plates, 16 in. by IG In., 
UO Porcelain dishes, 

30 Graduated glasses, . . 

30 Glass rods, 

30 „ funnels, . 

6 Filtering stands, 

40 Dell jugs, 

15 Pestles ami mortars, . 

20 Printing frames, 



£ i. ./. 

£30 180 0 0 

£5 10s. 33 0 0 

£18 108 0 0 

£10 9C 0 0 

£3 5s. 19 10 0 

£4 24 0 0 

£1 1 0s. 90 0 0 

2s. G d. 3 13 0 

3J. 0 7 G 

10 d. 1 5 0 

10s. fid. 3 8 0 

2s. 4 0 0 

4*. 9tJ. 3 11 3 

30s. 180 0 0 



Estimated Cost of the Plant —continued. 



Ociorlptioa rif Plant. Bate. 

10 Seta of apothecaries’ scales, &c., each 5s. 

3 ,, scales untl weights, large, „ 20i. 

10 Gians dippers, . . „ Is. fid. 

6 Copper hollers, . . „ £3 10«. 

400 Dozen glasses, 1C in hy 12 in., 

Imlng otif mouth's supply, per tloz., £1 lg,. 
3 Medium nine presses, . each £20 

3 Slab slands, . „ 30s. 

3 ., ink, . . . „ 5s. 

3 Palette knives, . . „ Is. 6d. 



2 10 0 

3 0 0 

0 If, o 

17 10 0 

"GO 0 0 
GO 0 0 

4 10 0 
0 15 0 



Total, . . £1,095 16 8 



Estimated Cost of the Plant necessary to commence 
the work of copying deeds by photozincography, nnd 
of producing sixty copies of throe pages daily on 
plates 16 by 12 inches. 

Dnoriptioa of riant. Bate. Amount 



Xinengmphy. 

12 II. K. zinc printing presses; 
1(1 Ink rollers, 

12 Slabs. Ink. 

12 Knives, palette, 

C Sieves, 

9 Zinc mullcrs, . 

G Stone „ 

Tools for scraping plates, 

18 Slab-scrapers, . 

12 stands, 

500 Zinc plates, 



each £40 



" Is. fid. 
„ 10s. 

2.. Gd. 

„ C«. 6d. 

„ Is. Gd. 
„ 30s. 

„ 1 9s. 



£ ». t. 

480 0 0 
12 0 0 
3 0 0 
0 18 0 
3 0 0 
2 6 0 



1 5 0 
I 7 0 
IS 0 0 



Ttilul, . . . £999 1G 6 

If five additional copies be required the plant neces- 
sary to produce them would be : — 



Dnfcrlplion of Plant. 



3 I). It. zinc printing presses, 
il Ink rollers, 

3 Slabs, ink. 

3 Knives, palette, 

3 Slal*-wra|iers. . 

3 „ stands, . 



Rato. A nuunt, 

£ «. i. 

each £40 120 0 0 

„ 15s. 2 u 0 

„ 5s. 0 15 0 

Is. fid. 0 4 6 

„ la. fid. 0 4 6 

„ 30s. 4 10 0 



Total, . . . £127 19 0 

Iicrajtilit/alitm. £ s. d. 

Eatimat-'d cost of plant fin- photography 1,595 16 3 
Do. Do. zincography 999 16 6 



£2,595 12 9 

For printing five additional copies - 127 19 0 

Total, £2,723 11 9 
C. P. Carey, Lieut.-Col. 
A. 0. Cooke, Col. R.E. 



Questions sent by the Commissioners to the Registrar of Judgments, with his Answers. 

Question 1.— The several .steps in the Registration of Judgments, Revivals, Decrees, Rules, 

Orders, Civil Bill Decrees, Lis pendens, Recognizances, Crown Bonds, Judgments at the suit of 

the Crown, Statutes, Inquisitions, and Acceptances of Office. 

Answer. — The first step is to receive from the person who desires to effect the Registration a 
memorandum containing the names of the parties and other particulars, directed by the statute 7 and S Vic., 
c. 99, ss. 2, &c. (A form of memorandum is transmitted herewith marked No. 1.) The memorandum is then 
numbered and entered in the Day Rook by the name of the defendant or person whose estate is intended to 
lie affected. The particulars contained in the memorandum are then entered in the appropriate Register. 

Question 2. The nature and forms of the several Books, Indexes, and Requisitions used in the 

Office. 

Ax3\ver. — T he books used in the Office are 

First. — 'Die Day Book.— (A. pattern page is herewith transmitted marked No. 2.) In this book memo- 
randums are entered, as before mentioned, in the order in which they are left, and a tick or mark with a pen 
is made in the proper column, to denote what it is that is intended to be registered. 

Second.— The Register of Judgments obtained after 15 th July , 1S50, and of Decrees, Buies, and Orders 
1,1 "de after that date.— (A. pattern page is transmitted herewith marked No. 3.) In this book the particulars 
left to effect Registrations are entered pursuant to the directions of the statute 7 and 8 Vie., c. 90, s. 2, and oi 
the second General Order of 1 1th January, 1872. The hook is dividod into four parts. In the first part are 
entered judgments, <fca, registered against persons who have a surname with an initial letter included lietweeo 
the letters A and C; the second part includes letters D to G; the third, K to O ; and the fourth, P to Z. 
Each part is again broken into divisions with nmvgiunl references, appropriated to persons who have the same 
two initial letters to their surnames. In these divisions the entries are made in the order in which the memo- 
raudums are left. 

Third. The ^Register of Judgments and Incumbrances affecting real estates. — (A pattern page • 
mitten marked No. 4.) In this book are entered the particulars contained in memorandums left for 
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purpose of effecting registrations of judgments obtained before the 15th July, 1850, ami of the other incuiu 
brances set out in the first General Order of 11th January, 1872, pursuant to the directions of that Onler. 

Fourth. — The Index op toe Register of Judgments and Incumurasces affecting real estates. — This 
book consists of two parts. At the beginning of each year the Index is compiled in dictionary order from the 
commencement of the Register to the time of compilation. This forms Part I. The current jiortion of the 
Register during the year is indexed in Part II., which is kept in alphabetical, but not in dictionary, oilier. 

Fifth. — The Searching Clerks’ Book. — (A pattern page is transmitted marked No. 5.) In this book the 
searching clerk enters each day requisitions for official searches left in the office, under the name of the person 
against whom the search is required. 

Sixth. — The Index to Satisfactions. — (A pattern page is transmitted marked No. 6.) In thus book 
entries are made of memorandums lodged under the provisions of 11 and 12 Vic., c. 1 2<), s. 10, for the purpose 
of procuring entries of memorandums of satisfaction to be made on the entries of judgments in the registers. 
The requisitions used in the office are : — 

1st Requisitions for official searches for Judgments, Revivals, Decrees, Rules, and Orders obtained or made 
before the 15th July, 1850, Lis pendens, Recognizances, Crown Bonds, ike., registered against any person. 

2nd. Requisitions for official searches for all Judgments, Decrees, Rules, and Orders, and for Lis jiomleus, 
Recognizances, itc. These Requisitions are used under the provisions of 34 and 35 Vic., c. 72, s. 3, and the 
forms of them are set out in Schedule B to that Act. 

3rd. Requisitions for duplicates of searches under the provisions of 34 and 35 Vic., c. 72, s. 5. The form of 
Requisition is set out in Schedule B. 

4th. Requisitions for liberty to search in the books in the Office, under the provisions of the 7 and 8 Vic., 
c. 91), s. 1 1. A form of this Requisition is transmitted marked No. . 

Question 3. The nature and, details of the several kinds of searches and certificates, and the system 

pursued in checking searches. 

Answer. — T here is only one kind of official search. It is rmide under the provisions of 34 and 3a Vic., 
c. 72, s. 4. One of tbo searching clerks makes the search. He enters on the requisition a short noteof every 
act or entry appearing in the books against the name set out in the requisition. The second searching clerk 
then makes the same search, and checks the entries made by bis fellow. The form of certificate of the result is 
set out in Schedule B to 34 and 35 Vic., c. 72. 

Question 4. — Is there any arrear in the entries in the Books of the Office ? 

Answer. — Ther-e is no arrear. The practice of the Office is to enter in the Registers tl.e particulars con- 
tained in the memorandums immediately on their being left. 

Question 5. — Have the public the power of making searches in the Books, or any of them ? 

Answer. — The public have the power of making searches in all the books under the provisions of the 7 and 
S Vic., c. 90, s. 11, before referred to. 

Question 0. — The annual number during the last fifteen years of — 

(1.) Judgments registered. 

(2.) Judgments re-registered. 

(3.) Decrees, rules, orders, and Lis pendens. 

(4.) Recognizances, Crown Bonds, and Judgments at the suit of the Crown. 

(5.) Statutes, inquisitions, and acceptances of office respectively registered. 

For answer see Appendix to former Report, p. 1 47. 

Question 7. — The present staff of officers and clerks, and their duties respectively, and whether 
or not it is sufficient for the work, and if not, to what extent and in what respect it is insufficient. 

Answer. — One Registrar, one chief clerk, one second clerk, two junior clerks, two searching clerks, one 
writing clerk. The duties of the Registrar are, to superintend the office, to sign certificates of the registration 
of judgments, «fcc., under the provisions of 13 and 14 Vic., c. 74, s. 10, to sign certificates of the results of 
official searches, to sign certificates of duplicate searches, and to sign memoiiaudums of satisfactions made on 
entries of judgments under the provisions of 11 and 12 Vic., c. 120, s. 10, before referred to. The duties of 
the chief clerk are to receive memorandums left for the purpose of effecting registrations, to see that they 
are regular and correct in form and properly stamped, and to enter them in the Day Book, and during the 
temporary absence of the Registrar to affix his name under the provisions of 34 and 35 Vic., c. 72, s. 23, to 
■all memorandums, entries, and certificates. The duties of the second clerk are to outer memorandums of satis- 
faction on entries of judgments, and to assist the public by providing them with the books which they may 
require to search and to see that no injury is done to the hooks. The duties of the first junior clerk are to 
assist the second clerk, and to compare with the second junior clerk the entries made daily in the Registers. 
The duties of the second junior clerk ore to enter in the Registers the particulars* contained in memorandums 
left to effect registration. The duties of the searching clerks are to make searches in compliance with requi- 
sitions lodged in the forms before mentioned. The duties of the writing clerk are to write out on proper forms 
the results of the searches made by the searching clerks, and to assist the second junior clerk in making entries 
in the Registers. The staff is sufficient for the work. 

Question 8. — The number of searches in progress in the office for which requisitions were sent in 
before the 1st of May instant, and the dates of lodging the requisitions respectively; when was 
each begun, and when is it likely to terminate. 

Answer. — None. Since 11th May, 1874, all requisitions for searches must at the time of lodgment in the 
Office be closed, that is to say, the dates of the period during which the search is to be made must be set out. 
The practice before May, 1874, is stated in pages 1C, 17 of my Report on Lord O'Hag.ui’s Act, and in pages 
10, 11 of my observations on the General Orders of 11th May, 1874. Since then searches are made by the 
clerks on the day following that of the lodgment of the respective requisitions, so ns to insure all registrations 
-up to the date of the requisition being entered in the Registers. A search only occupies a few minutes, accor- 
dingly all searches made in pursuance of requisitions lodged from the 11th May, 1S74, to the 1st of May last, 
have been long’ since completed. The unclosed requisitions of which I made mention in my report, and obser- 
servationa, remain here still in numbers, in the same condition they were then, viz. : the searches hive been 
made on them up to the respective dates of their lodgment. 
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Question 9. — The salary paid to each officer and clerk and the annual amount for the last five yean 
of the incidental expenses of the office, and the salaries of the clerks. 



Answer — 




£ 


a 


d. 


Tho Registrar’s salary is ... 

Tlie Chief Clerk's, £350 rising to £450, now . 




. 1,011 


11 


7 




. 450 


0 


0 


The Second Clerk’s, £200 rising to £,300, now 




. 218 


9 


10 


First Junior Clerk's, £100 rising to £200, now 




. 200 


0 


0 


Socoml „ „ „ „ „ 




. 200 


0 


0 


First Searching Clerk’s, .... 




. 308 


0 


0 


Second ,, .... 




. 308 


0 


0 


Writing Clerks 10s. per week, rising to £2 2s. per week, 




2G 


0 


0 


And pro raid payment for writing. 

The Incidental Expenses of the Office for tho year ended 31st. March, 1374, were 


1 


G 


0 


>» „ 


„ 1875, „ 


1 


10 


5 


” n „ 


„ I87G, „ 


0 


4 


9 


■> »i 


„ 1S77, „ 


0 


S 


9 


The Salaries of the Clerks for the year ended 31st March, 


„ 1878, „ 


0 


6 


1 


1874, 


. 2,085 


0 


0 


1875, 


. 2,077 


1 


9 


»» „ 


1870, 


. 2,038 17 


11 


n n „ 


1877, 


. 1,803 15 


4 


>, » » 


1878, 


. 1,824 


8 


0 



No. 1. — Memorandum fok the Registry of a Judgment. 



TO THE REGISTRAR OF JUDGMENTS. (Under 7 & $ Vic., c. 90.) 
gm ) The following Memorandum or Minute contains the particulars of a Judgment in the Higli Court of Justice in 



Division, which 1 require to be Registered pursuant to the Statute. 



Same of Solicitor, 
with Itie uamc oi tlie 

party for -whom ho Ib 

concerned. 

Solicitor for 



Street 




Title, Trade, or Profession of 



High Court of Justice in Ireland, 



Division. 



Date of Judgment, 

Amount of Debt or Damages, 



Amount of Costs, 




I certify that tlie Judgment described in the above Memorandum or Minute has been entered in Her Majesty’s High 
Court of J ustice in Ireland, Division, and is now in existence. 

Dated this day of 187 

To the Registrar of Judgments. 

No. Received the day of 1^7 

6T It is requested that this Memorandum be Oiled up in leg idle writing, end free from erasures, otherwise it cannot be received in the 
Registry of Judgments Office. 
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No. 2 . — The Day Book of Memorandums Lodged for Registration the day of 18S 









Jadgments 


KeTirals of 1 
Judgments 


| 




















No. 


Delon* 

Numcs. 


Nature 
of the 
Memoran- 
dum or 


Obtained Obtained 

since istb before 1 Bib 

July, 1860. July, 1800. 


Ob- 

since 


tamed 

before 


Lis i 
pendens.! 


nlzunccs. | 


Croem 
Bonds. 1 


S fae- S ’ ^ n " cc| - 


Va- 


Do- ( 
Rules, 1 


Eu- | 
giisli 


^Certi- 








Reels 

tered. 




Re- 

regis- 

tered. 


July. 

I860. 


July, 

1850. 




Regis- 
tered . 


Re- ' 
regis- 1 


Ilegis- 

terod- 


Re- 

regis- 

tered. 






































l 











No. 3 .— The Register of Judgments obtained, and of Revivals, Decrees, Rules, and Orders after 

15th July, 1850. 




No. 4. — Register of Judgments and Incumbrances Affecting Real Estates. 




The day of 187 




No. 6. — The Index of Satisfaction. 
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Miscblla- 

2? ROCS. 



Letter from Registrar of Judgments. 



Sir, — Hoi- Majesty's Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the Law relating to the Registration of 
Deeds and .A ssu ranees in Ireland, have, set forth in the 
commencement of their lirst Itejiort, that the scope of 
tlieir inquiry included the condition and official organiz- 
ation of this office, amongst others, and whether they 
or some of them might not be consolidated. 

The Commissioners have apparently not considered 
it uecessary for the purposes of that inquiry to examine 
any of the officers of this department; they may, 
therefore, deem it an impertinent intrusion for mo to 
address to them any communication on the subject 
However, prompted probably some will think, by 
“ nature’s eldest law," I shall run the risk, and request 
that you will havo the goodness to submit to them the 
following observations, to which I respectfully solicit 
their attention. 

Those observations will be confined to the portions 
of the Itejiort which affect this office : — 

The Commissioners recommend (page xlix. , No. 28) : 
—“That the present Registry of Judgments Office 
shall be abolished, and instead of it a Consolidated 
Index of all Judgments shall he prepared, and kept 
in one of the offices of the High Court of Justice 
appointed for the purpose, in which the Judgments 
slmll be indexed in the names of the persons against 
whom the Judgments were obtained. That such entry 
shall he equivalent in case of bankruptcy to the present 
registration in the office of the Registrar of J udginonts, 
and that tho existing books of the Registry of Judg- 
ments should be preserved in tho office in which tho 
Consolidated Index is kept." 

I presume that this recommendation, although tho 
construction is ambiguous, only refers to Judgments 
which shall be obtained from the date at which the 
recommendation shall be carried out. 

Tho recommendation is vague as to the new hook 
which is to ho kept. 

If the only information it will afford will he the 
names of persons against whom Judgments shall havo 
been obtained, I do not think it will ho very useful ; 
if it is to be kept in a form which will he of use to tin; 
public, I think it will be very much a continuation 
of our present books ; so that the recommendation 
amounts to one that the Registers of Judgments which 
shall henceforth he obtained shall ho kept in one of 
the offices of the High Court of Justice. 

Now, this office is at present an office of the High 
Court of J ustice, and I fail to see what will be gamed 
by removing our books to auy other, and I humbly 
conceive that there is as great a probability of their 
lieing continued to be kept correctly by the trained 
and efficient staff of this office os there is of their 
being so kept by 'that of any other. I can understand 
a recommendation that henceforth all Registrations of 
Judgments should cease, and that parties desirous of 
obtaining information about them should be driven to 
inspect the records of the various divisions of the 
High Court, but if itis desirable that thejudgmentsofthe 
different divisions should be indexed or registered 
(whichever it is pleased to call it), in any central office, 



Registry of Judgments, 

Four Courts, Dublin, 

3rd November , 1879. 

Js it inUmdcd to supersede the present system of 
registration, under which solicitors lodge in this 
office memorandums, its directed by the Statutes 7 1:8 
Vie., c. 90, containing the information of the 
names of the parties, the amounts of the judgments, 
Ac., Ac. and, if so, how is that information tQ be 
supplied from Lite various divisions of the High Court 
to that office in which the Consolidated Index is to lie 
kept! At present the expense of effecting the reris- 
tration is included in the sum allowed for costs, and is 
borne by tho person against whom the registration is 
made, ami the stamp duty on the memorandum goes 
to the public revenue. Is this to ho changed? and is 
tlm uxpeiiBu of induxiug every judgment to fall upon 
the public 1 ? 

The Registry of Judgments, Ireland, is, I believe, 
amongst the very few, if not the only office connected 
with Courts of Justice in the United Kingdom which 
has been self supporting. The revenue gained, by 
stamp duties for tdiis office for the five years ending 
30th September lost amounted to .£15,391 8*. Cd.,and 
this does not quite represent the receipts from die 
office, for it should he entitled to credit for the Law 
Fund duty paid on tho certificates which are appended 
to the memorandums lodged on it, which hi the course 
of the same five years exceeded .£1,200. The expendi- 
ture of the office for salaries, Ac., during the five years 
amounted to £14,041 10s. 2d. 

No doubt when the registration of incumbrances on 
laud, and consequently also official searches, shall he 
transferred from this office, as recommended by the 
Commissioners, tho amount gained for the public 
revenue by the. deportment will he most materially 
affected, hut in that event, the responsibility attached 
to the first place of the department, will be also pro- 
portionally lessoned, and it will not be more necessary 
that it should bo hold l>y a separate officer hero than it 
is in Westminster, where one. of the Masters of the 
Common Fleas Division is the Registrar of Judgments; 
ami tho saving which will be effected by doing away 
with tho salaries of the Registrar and the searching 
clerks (who, of course, will not he required), will 
cemponsato, or will nearly do so, the loss of stamp 
duty caniod by the department; so that it will still 
continue to bo self-Bupporting. 

Tho Report, page xxxviii., says that the new Index 
would supply tho place of the Indexes now kept in-the 
Common l^aw divisions in the names of the Plaiutins- 
1 do not exactly see how it could, except in affording 
occupation to the clerks who now compile them, 
lielieve that those Indexes are of exceedingly little use. 
If this be so, why not abolish them, and the expense 
of their preparation ? but why should this be a reason 
for changing the habitation of our books 1 ...... 

I submit that not only should this office be retame , 
but that it would be the proper office in which to 
register all Rills of Sale. Those who seek 
rnation os to judgments whereby personal crem 
affected, are the same to whom information about 
of Sole is of importance, and therefore, it appears 
me, that it would be. plainly an 



what will be gained by doing away with the name of two departments consolidated, in the same way 
our office? 1 say with the name, for if the work is to . ib an advantage that persons dealing with real es a 
he continued to he done, an official staff to do it must should be able to find all the information they requ 
he continued also. It appears to me that it would as to transactions with, or incumbrances upon t » 
more facilitate those members of the public community in one department , 

who may have occasion to learn what judgments have “Until July, 185C, all judgments were ’of- 



‘ .““V — ^ " uu - u J uu o ult ' ,lts navo until duly, ioou, au juug.uc^ - 

been obtained against others of it, to go look for that importance to searchers, whether lo ° - 
information in the Registry of Judgments, an old and affecting personal credit,' or real estates ; but from 

rt.— t-i- — - - ' • -P 1 - ’ *’ Still for many y^ 



well-known* office, than in some hole or corner of date this ceased to be the case. — _ • josses 

some other department which has no special connexion after the passing of 13 A 14 Yin, c. 29, the twoc ^ 

with such instruments. had to search through the same books ; but sin ^ ^ 

* A story is told in the Library that I, on one occasion, opened my door to answer the knock of a chimney sweep who had C0 ””L 

the "Judgment Office "> quest of a judgment against one Tim Burke who owed him U. Gd. — M.F. - — "■*" St 
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beginning of the year 1 872 there have been two quite 
distinct sets of books kept in this office. 

One set contains entries of Judgments obtained 
before 15tli July, 1850, Recognizances, Crown Bonds, 
and Lis Pendens ; all being acts affecting real estates, 
but not of importance to an inquirer after the 

K rsonal credit of one with whom he contemplates 
,ving dealings. 

The other set of books contains registrations of 
Judgments which generally have been marked up the 
same day that they are registered, and this is the set 
in winch such searchers as the compilers of “ The Black 
List " are interested. 

The former set of books are so kept and indexed 
that a search for incumbrances on lands in our depart- 
ment is a very short and simple process. These are the. 
books the preparat ion of which one of the contributors 
of evidence before the Commission imputes to a suicidal 
tendency. * In the event of the transfer of part of 
our business to the Registry of Deeds, I submit tbat 
the books last referred to should be also transferred to 
the same place. They contain all the incumbrances 
upon real estates in this office which now affect pur- 



chaser’s or mortgagees, and it is in them only that 
almost every official search made in the department 
is made. The requisitions for such searches are almost 
invariably limited to the last five years, within which 
period such incumbrances must have been registered to 
effect a purchaser or mortgagee, and the series goes 
back for nearly eight years. I submit, therefore, to 
the consideration of the Commissioners the expediency 
of altering their recommendation that these bockB 
should be preserved in any office of the High Court of 
Justice. 

And in conclusion I also respectfully submit to 
their consideration the expediency of altering their 
recommendation that the present Registry of Judg- 
ments Office should be abolished. 

I remain, Sir, your faithful servant, 

Mark Perrin. 

Richard James Lane, Esq., q.c.. 

Secretary, 

Registration of Deeds and Assuiaiu-es 
in Ireland Commission. 



* Appendix to Commissiouer.V 1st Report, p, 70. 



Schedule of Fees to be received in the Record of Title Office, all of which are to be collected by 
Stamps. 

N.B Xo lee is payable in respect of the recording of a Conveyance or Declaration immediately after the exe- 

cution thereof. 



No. 3. 

Part I. 

Transfers and Transmissions of Estates. 



£ s. <1. 

Where the value does not exceed £'500, . .0 5 0 

Above £500. and not exceeding £ 1 ,d00, . 0 10 0 

For every additional £500, or part thereof, .026 
Charges and transfer of Charges. 

Where the amount or value does not exceed 

£1,000 0 5 0 

For every additional £500, or part thereof, .026 



Recording of Titles under the 51 st section. 

I f the application be made before the end of the 
year 1867, or be made after that period, but 
within a year from the execution of the Deed 
or Declaration — Where the value does not' ex- 
ceed £1,000, 0 5 0 

For every additional £500, or part thereof, 0 2 6 
N.B. — If more than a year has elapsed since the 
execution of the Deed or Declaration, or if the 
Owner does not apply before the end of the 
year 1S67, the same fees will be payable as are 
payable in case ol'a Declaration of Title. [The 
present rate of duty is 10*. for every £100 of 
value.] 

Part II. 



For filing every Affidavit, . . . .010 

For every Notice signed by the officer, . . 0 10 

For every application to inspect or to obtain a 
copy of or extract from the Record, . .026 

For every Caveat, under section 46, of the Re- 
cord of Title Act, . . . . ' .10 0 

For every Land Certificate, 1 ihe actual f 0 10 0 
For every Certificate of Charge, / of preparation. | o so 

For every “special " Land Certificate, under sec- 
tion 20 , 0 10 0 



£ *. d. 



For certifying and signing any Certificate or In- 
strument of Title, under section 0 or 19, .050 

For the like Certificate on n Certificate of Charge, 0 2 6 
For every other Certificate, signed by tbe Officer 
at the request of any person, and not before 

provided for, 0 2 6 

For every Deed or other Instrument not in statu- 
tory form, of which an original or a Copy is 
retained under section 29, . . .0 5 0 

On opening a new folio, or chapter, or division of 
the Record in respect of a Lease, or of an In- 
terest or Charge under a Settlement, or where 

an Estate is divided, 0 10 0 

On every application to a J udge to separately 
record un Interest under Settlement, pursuant 

to section 38, 0 10 0 

For entering any Judgment, Recognizance, A-c.. 
on the Record, under section 42, or re-entering 
the same under section 43, . . .0 5 0 

For recording any Deed or Fact, not above pro- 
vided for. or for mnking any other note or entry 
on the Record material to the Title, . .050 

[If any Document or Fact ho required to be 
entered under several folios, several fees 
will be payable.] 



For cancelling any folio, note, or entry /except a 
caveat), on tbe application of any person, .050 
For removing an Estate from the Record (sec- 
tion 32), 10 0 

For every Certificate authorizing the issue of 
Debent ures (under Land Debentures Act) on a 

Recorded Estate, 0 5 0 

For the issue of any Debenture, whether an orig- 
inal, a new. or a duplicate Debenture, . .050 

For each Transfer of a Debenture upon the Re- 
cord, 0 2 6 



Approved of by the Commissioners of H. M. Treasury. 
20 tk January, 1806. 



T 
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Misoelia. 
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Portion of Replies of the Recording Officer of the Record of Title Office 
1st Report, p. 145). 



(See also Appendix to 



The books kept in this office are — 

Book 1. — Numerical list of Recorded Owners. 

In book are entered the No. of the Folio, tlie name 

of the Recorded Owner, a memorandum of the filing of 
the Memorial of the fact of recording, thus — 

Folio ■ 

A. B. 

Memorial filed day of 1878. 

R. T. 



Book 2. — Alphabetical index of Recorded Owners 
in the following form — ■ 



1 

Folio. 


2 ! 3 

Estate. Recorded Owuer. 


600 


The Lands of Blackacre, j A. B. 

Barony of and 

Countv of 

Fee. 



Book 3. — Address Book. 

The Recorded Owner being under section 19 entitled 
to notice of all dealings with the Recorded estate, this 
book is kept as a register of the Recorded Owners' 
addresses, or those of their Solicitors ; it is in the fol- 
lowing form — 



Folio of 
Record. 


Name and nature of 
Interest. 


Mode of Service. 


Name and Address of Solicitor, 
if any. 


Entered. 



Book 4. — Numerical Record of Affidavits filed in 
the following form — 



No. j 


Folio of 

Record Name of Deponeut. 

refereed to. , 


Date of 
Filing. 


Book 5. — List of eases under 51st section, thus — 


No. 


Applicant. 


Solicitor. 


Folio. 1 Remarks. 



Book 6. — Instrument Book. 

Containing originals, counterparts, or copies of nil 
deeds and documents noted on the Record as affecting 
the different estates. These instruments are bound 
periodically. 

Book 7. — Ordinary Receipt book for documents 
handed to the Solicitors. 

Book 8. — For noting Judges’ rulings and directions 
on the several applications filed in reference to the 
Recorded estates. 



Book 9. — Containing orders of the Judge and the 
several folios of the Recorded estates. 

There arc at present 13 bound volumes, each con- 
taining 50 folios. 

The only requisition used in the office is “ for leave 
to inspect or obtain a copy of the Record." 

The Record is under the management of the Record- 
ing Examiner, section G2 of the Act, and his duties hi 
relation thereto are detailed in the general rules under 
the Record of Title Act (Ireland), 18G5, numbered 3 
4, G, 8, 10, 12, 14, 17, 25, 2G, and 28, and under the 
Land Debenture (Ireland) Act, 1SG5, numbered 2, 3 
4, 5, 11, 18. 

His duties, stated generally, ore to conduct all busi- 
ness relating to the entry and transfer of estates on the 
Record, autl to see that all applications for tho transfer 
or other dealings with recorded estates are warranted 
by the evidence produced in Support of them, and if 
sufficiently warranted, to see that the proper entries 
are made on the Record, to give legal effect to such 
transferor other dealing, and, when made, to authenti- 
cate them by his signature. 

The duties of the Assistant are to keep and enter 
up tho several books and indices already referred to ; to 
lodge with the Ecgistnir of Deeds tho memorial of all 
estates placed on or removed from the Record ; to file 
all tho documents received and to be kept, if recorded, 
in the ollicc ; to see that tho proper oflico fees are paid 
on all transactions connected wiUi tho Recorded estates ; 
to keep a list of such foos; to oxuniino tho several deeds 
and documents brought into tho office to he recorded, 
and prepare tho draft oftlio official notes (being a short 
statumont of tho effect of such documents); to transcribe 
such notes on the Record mnl other necessary docu- 
ments, nud generally to attend the public on the busi- 
ness of tho office, and do tlio routine work. 

Tho salaries for the last li vc years, ending 31st De- 
cember, 1877, were sus follows : — 





Year cuiliug 3 1 at December, 






1H74. 


ISIS. 


lbTS. 


| I8IT. 






£ 


£ 


s 


a 


Mr. Urlin. Re- 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


•170 


— 


cording officer. 






150 




Mr. Dunlop, As- 


130 


150 


ISO 


— 


.sistuiil. 

Mr. M ‘Donnell, 






_ 


i hi 


200 


Recording officer. 
Air. Topham, As- 











75 


sis taut. 














1,150 


1,150 


1,150 


082 


275 



Note.— I a addition to their dolii’S connected with the Record of 
Titles Office, Mr. Urlin and Mr. Dunlop hnil also the winding up « 
the bushier* of (lie Chamber of the into Judge Hargreave. inert 
nut any ncronnt kept of tho incidental expenses of the office. J 
cost of tlie necessary stationery mid binding would probably be umy 
covered by JBm n year. 



The offico fees were fixed and approved by the Otnn- 
misaioners of the Treasury, on the 2(Jth January, I860. 
See Schedule sent, No. 3 (on page 137, supra). 



Richd. Jas. Lane, 

Secretai'y, 
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